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Can't Win the Kids 


with Embroidery, 





FLECTIONS SWAY 


So Westerns Will Toughen Up Again ENT|RE POPULACE 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Well, the lads at the studios have 
finally decided that the flower of the 
American west is not a buttercup. 
Producers of the stirrup operas have 
almost been giving these films a 


These Chinese 


Chop suey is being canned 
for home consumption and is 
selling fast. P 

Behind the idea are a cou- 
ple of Orientals named Cohen. 








dash in their anxiety to catch the 


femme trade and please the women’s 
clubs in order t» obtain their in- 
dorsements for the youngsters. So 
much so that they’ve been leaning 
over backwards. 

The last straw arrived when two 
kids swallowed their lollipops as 
they watched the cavalry ride to the 
rescue side-saddle. Hence, future 
winnings of Barbara Worth will 
take place more in the former dime 
novel vein than has been the cus- 
tom of late. 

. The reason, of course, is the box- 
office. Recent westerns have come 


the problem having been to find out 
if it's merely a costume remake of 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ or Arliss out 
for a canter, All endeavor has been 
to keep the sagebrush and guns out 
of sight. Now these accoutrements 
are coming back if they have to 
paint ’em in, 

Will Rogers once described west- 
erns as those pictures where they 
gallop uphill in the first reel, down- 
hill in the second, and in between 
there's a fight. It looks as if the 
boys have decided they'd best trail 
with Will. 

Blame for the reactionary trend 
is equally divided out here between 
the first line western stars who fig- 
ured the kids were getting tired of 
the same old formula. They’ve 
found, however, that prohibition 
hasn't changed the screen thrills for 
the younger generation and that a 
horse and a pistol is more exciting 
than an automobile and a machine 
gun when you're under 12. 

Anyway, real outdoor stuff has 


‘western, it has been decreed, shall 
once more rear on its hind legs, 


shoot from the hip and take the 
gal, by gad. . 


GALVESTON BEAUT SHOW 
AIMED FOR N.Y. GARDEN 








“ 

Move to alienate the International 
Beauty Contest from Galveston, 
where it has-been held for four} 
years, and to stage it in a different 
city each year, is being made by 
Martin Starr, chief promoter for the 





If Starr is successful in his plan 
the 1933 show will be held in Madi- 
son Square Garden. Affair is sup- 
ported mainly by admissions, 








Jimmy Walker in the public eye this 


a national magazine. 


;}atre and gathered some. important 
lin the same house. 


}at Dearborn street. 


a similar venture that never mate- 
rialized but now professes itself un- 
willing 
amarndain cal kk ¥ : 
beaut congress since 1927. 'earry out the idea. 





WALKER’S LIFE 
AS MAGAZINE 
SERIAL 


Plans are reported on tap to keep 





winter. First move will probably be 
to. have a serialization of his life, 
under his own signature, appear in 
Next will. be 
to interest himself in a lengthy ra- 
dio contract. 

‘Saturday Evening Post’ is re- 
ported interested in the serialization 
with a price of around $50,000 men- 
tioned as the consideration. New 
York's former mayor would retain 
the book and syndicate privileges. 

Political friends of Walker are 
said to be making every effort to 
convince him that he must keep 
himself before the public in case of 
future eventualities. 


Chi’s 2 World’s Worst’ 
Drama Troupes Compete 





Chicago, Oct. 31. 

While destitute of orthodox at- 
tractions, Chicago appears likely to 
have a surplus of self-styled ‘world’s 
worst’ actors. Two competing show- 
boat troupes, one in its native en- 
vironment, a river boat,; another in 
a theatre are proposed. 

Billy Bryant, Cincinnati hoke 
showman, who last year did a four- 
week engagement at the Cort the- 


oe 


Hottest Campaign in 16 Yrs. 
Hurting All Show Busi- 
ness — Theatres Caught 
Between Broadcasts— 
Elastic Betting Odds 





EVEN MONEY NOV. 8 





The presidential election of 1932 
is providing the greatest national 
show in 16 years. Not since the 
campaigns for Woodrow Wilson 
and Charles Evans Hughes (1916) 


has the struggle for American 
leadership absorbed the whole 
populace. In that memorable race 


the boys were still betting after the 
election, the state of California be- 
ing in doubt but finally giving Wil- 
son: the winning majority in the 
electoral college. 

Meanwhile, the amusement field 


(Continued on page 35) 


Athletic Aces Develop 
Peeve Over Buildups, 
And Then No Future 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Headline athletes who have been 
taking studio screen tests, which re- 
sult in a one day splurge in the 
papers and nothing else, are be- 
ginning to resent the exploitation 
afforded by the film companies. 
There’s no follow-up, they say. 

Almost every part that calls for 
a fine physical specimen is the sig- 
nal for the studios to invite foot- 
ball stars to slap on grease paint 
and be given sun-arc tanning. 

Paramount’s hunt for a ‘King of 
the Jungle’ lead has so far resulted 
in the testing of Ernie Caddel, 
Stanford grid ace; Orv Mohler, USC 
quarterback; Nick Lutze, wrestler; 
Norman Ross, swimmer, Joe Sa- 
voldi, ex-footballer, now wrestling, 
and John Anderson, Olympic discus 
champ. 








money, for a showboater, is re- 
hearsing in Chicago for another try | 





Meanwhile the ‘Dixiana’ may or 
may not tie up in the Chicago river 
The city once 

gave Ralph Kettering a permit for | 








to permit Ed Wappler to} 


BAND’S COMEBACK 


After six years of retirement 


the 


But He Got There 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Rushed here from Philadel- 
phia for the ‘Hello, Paree’ unit 
which opened Oct. 27 at the 
United Artists, Wilton Craw- | 
ley, colored clarinetist, was 
ordered to leave the train at 
El Paso and grab a plane for 
the last leg of the trip. 

At El Paso he was told the 
air company drew the color 
line, However, Fanchon & 
Maroo expected him for the 
opening, so when the plane ar- 
rived here a Hindu gentleman 
stepped off the plane carrying 
a clarinet case. ; 











Stage beauts whom Starr takes| Original Dixieland Jazz Band, ac- 
credit with spotting since 1929 in-| credited pioneers of American jazz, | 
clude Irene Ware, now with Fox; is getting together for a comeback. 
Dorothy Dell, Elsie Rossi, Ann Lee | teorganized combo will have at | 
Patterson, Helen Hanan, Lorna Ro-] léast three members of the old unit, | 
dionoff, all with ‘Follies’ or‘ Van-| namely, Nick LaRocco, Tom Spargo | 
ities’ connections, {and Eddie Edwards. i 








Hardboiled Cameramen Can't Take 
It When It Comes to Helping M.D.'s 





One Solution 





Upon news of George Jes- 
sel’s divorce reaching Broad- 


way, one of the wags ex- 
claimed: 

‘Huh, now he can marry 
Cantor.’ 











THRILL SEEKING 
SCIONS ON 
NEWSREELS 


Contact men who arrange the 
stunts and the shooting of newsreel 
sequences are finding tough com- 
petition within their ranks. ‘Their 
field hag been flooded by amateurs, 
lads from universities and social 
cliques in search of a thrill and 
willing to work for the fun of the 
thing. 

Regulation avenues of employ- 
ment open to young scions evident- 
ly lack the tang of newsreel jobs. 
Any young fellow with red as well 
as blue blood in his veins would 
rather go chasing cinema news and 
stage the scenes that make up the 
weekly clips. 


The 





companies are willing. 


+ 








Chicage, Oct. 31. 
Elephants stampede in panic be- 
fore a mouse, and daredevil news- 
reel cameramen, who keep grinding 
in the face of terrific hazards of 


riot, war, exploration and violence. 
will become faint-headed and use- 
less in the operating room of a hos- 
pital. That is one of the para- 
doxes of a profession. noted for the 
cool courage of its members and 
their willingness to risk their lives 
in daily performance of duty. 

Most of the big hospitals in Chi- 
cago such as St. Luke's, Passavant. 
Michael Reese and Masonic, find 
great difficulty getting experienced 
cameramen to work for them, 


No Blood—But 


A cameraman who had performed 
marvels from the wing of an aero- 
plane, and had unhesitatingly tread 
slender steel] girders as a matter of 
course, blanched when photograph - 
ing. a hospital operation, without 
blood or cutting of any kind. Doc- 
tor kept twisting patient's leg to 
wear out a piece of gristle before 
popping the leg back in place. It 


was simply mechanical manipula- 
tion. The cameraman fainted. 
Since a complete photograph!c 


history from start to finish is wha‘ 
doctors want of their unusual oper- 
ations a cameraman who can’t fin- 
ish his job is worse than useles:. 
Hospital attendants, nurses, or in- 
ternes, sometimes have to pinch 
hit in an emergency. 





They’d have to pay a professional! | E 
contact man a salary ranging trom) RADIO THRILLERS NSG 


$75 to $150. The ‘thrill hunters,’ as 
the veterans call them, consider $25 
air enough—and don’t care if they 
collect. Hence, the regulars can't 
compete with them. 

In addition to their practically 
gratis service, the lads enjoy pri- 
vate incomes that enable them to 
cover the ground in snooty, high- 
powered cars. The most affluent 
even fly to assignments in their own 
planes. Many are mistaken, by re- 
porters already on the scene, for un- 
announced celebs. Whereupon, the 
contact swells pull their well- 





pressed fedoras toughly over one eye 
to show that they’re working men, 
just like the rest of the world. 








Report Retirement 


For Marie Dressler 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Marie Dressler leaves .here the 
middle of this week for New York, | 


jand it is believed her departure is | 
;apt to m irk her professional retire- 


; ment, 

Miss Dressler is off on a long va- 
| cation which will likely take her 
abroad. Any date for her return to 
|} pictures, to which she has devot 
j} herself in recent years, is most in- 


lefinite. 


| it, such 


i 


FOR KIDS, SAY PARENTS 


Washington, Oct. 31. 

Rumblings of a revolt against 
current type of programs, primed to 
particularly interest children, is 
growing over country. Letters and 
criticisms are drifting into editors 
along these lines. 

Attitude is comparable to old re- 
action of parents against detective 
yarns and similar stuff in the liter- 
ary field of past generations. Al- 
though sponsors prefer not to admit 
etherizations as Sherlock 
Hoimes, ‘Evening in Paris,’ myster- 
ies and Lucky Strike police dramas 
have kids hanging over receivers 
equally as much as adults. 





Even strictly juvenile programs 
are tinged with gangster romance 
for the punch. Particular critic- 


ism fell on Wheatena.for using gang 


bombing, etc., for a thrill. 


Yeast Scion Goes East 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Charles Fleischmann, grandson 
of the late Henry Fleischmann, 
yeast kine, is no longer staff bari- 
1 singer at KHJ. 
After four weeks he resigned, saye 
he was homesick for Chicago, 


for that 


city. 
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Beverly Mansions 


House Onetime 


Millionaires Who Now Take Dole 


—E + 
Bevery Hills, Oct. 31. 
Old gag about riding to the poor- 
house in a Rolls is not so far- 


fetched. This town, still known as 
the city of millionaires, has several 
cases of families owning and living 


in $100,000 homes but drawing 
weekly doles from charitable insti- 
tutions. 


Paradox is that while most of 
these homes are paid for, the busted 
ex-millionaires can’t raise a nickel 
on mortgages because everybody 
hereabouts is in the same fix. All 
have plenty of real estate to sell, 
but there are no buyers in sight. 

Sounds wild, nevertheless a fact, 
that quite a few of these $100,- 
000 and up homes are lighted night- 
ly by candles. Wax burners are not 
for the swank of the thing, but 
purely out of necessity through the 
failure of the gas and electric com- 
panies to listen to reason. Doles 
from the local charity organizations 
go for eats, with not enough left 
over to take care of the lighting 
companies—hence the tapers. 

Not only the stock market can 
be blamed. Closing of several Bev- 
erly Hills banks and _ Hollywood 
trust companies put the final crimp 
in the bank roll that was left. Now 
that credit is gone, it’s the dole for 
eats and the candles. 

However, the rubberneck wagons 
still rumbles past while a guide 
points out ‘those Beverly Hills 
homes that house the cream of 
Southern California wealth.’ ~ 


Stress Kid Appeal, 
Fox Writers Told; 
Many Now Are Used 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Fox has issued instructions to all 
writers that whenever possible, 
parts for children should be writ- 
ten into scripts. Studio feels that 
the kid appeal will aid pictures 
greatly. 

Currently ‘Handle With Care,’ 
*State Fair’ and ‘Cavalcade’ have 
youngsters featured in the scripts. 
George O’Brien’s next western, 
‘Canyon Walls,’ will have a part 
written in for Betsy King Ross, 
champion child rider of Texas. 
Though only 11, she has grabbed 
off the Lone Star riding champion- 
ship for the past two years. Studio 
will give her a termer if her first 
efforts come out allright. 

During the filming of ‘Call Her 
Savage’ parts for three youngsters 
were written in the story as a yarn 
build-up. In ‘Handle With Care’ a 
boys’ band of 30 pieces worked in 
several sequences. Only trouble 
with the combo was that it played 
too well. Idea was to have the 
band sour up musically, but the 
kids could only blow true notes. 
Several adult musicans had to be 
hired te give the off-key effects 
from the sidelines, 














Nella Walker Summoned 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Nella Walker, formerly of the 
vaude team of Mack and Walker, 
left yesterday (Sunday) for York, 
Pa., where her mother is ill. 
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H’wood Pollyana 
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Hollywood, Oct. 31 
Sign on a Sunset boulevard 
vacant lot: 
‘Hurry, the depression is 
over. Buy this property. Fore- 
closure sale.’ 


Horsley Observes 
Opening of First 
Hollywood Studio 


Hollywood, Oci. 31. 

Hollywood celebrated the 20th an- 
niversary of the establishing of its 
first studio Thursday (27). Few 
people realized that pictures had 
been here for two decades. 

First studio was erected by David 
Horsley in an old saloon at Sunset 
and Gower where he produced Nes- 
tor and Centaur two-reelers. One 
year later he sold the plant to or- 














ganize Universal with Carl 
Laemmle, Pat Powers and W. H. 
Swanson. 


Reason for establishing the stu- 
dio in Hollywcod was that in Eden- 
dale, where Selig and Bauman & 
Kessel were already operating, the 
sun ducked behind the mountains at 
4 p. m., making clear photograph- 
ing impossible. In Hollywood the 
sun shines until 6 p. m. 
Horsley got out of Universal 
shortly after its founding and re- 
organized Nestor when offered the 
Bostock Circus, which had closed in 
England due to the war. Horsley 
paid $20,000 for the tent show. 
First Animal Pictures 
On their arrival here Nestor start- 
ed to produce the first animal pic- 
tures, but soon did a nose dive as 
tame animals and wild actors re- 
fused to mix. Horsley’ then 
turned his studio into a zoo, the 
animals out-eating the gate.. 
Charles Gay, who came from Lon- 
don as the lion tamer, took the lions 
and established Gay’s Lion Farm at 
El Monte, 20 miles out of L.A. 
Farm now has some 200 lions and 
is the main source of supply for 
circuses and zoos in this country. 
Horsley dropped out of pictures 
and has been inactive for the past 10 
years. He contemplates returning 
shortly, however, to make a series 
of novelty features and he express- 
es a wish that he had the animals 
back again with the current vogue 
for animal stuff. 


Hollywood's Ill 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Three film people at local hos- 
pitals were discharged during the 
past few days. Billie Dove left the 
Santa Monica _ hospital today; 
Donald Cook was pronounced cured 
of pleurisy at the Hollywood hos- 
pital; Mrs. Richard Bennett recov- 
ered sufficiently from an abdominal 
operation at the Good Samaritan 
to return to her home Saturday (29). 
Her husband is recuperating from 
pneumonia at Palm Springs. 

King Charney expected out of the 
Good Samaritan soon, following a 
minor operation Friday (28). Lee 
Duncan is improving at the Bur- 
bank hospital from injuries suffered 
in an auto accident last week. 


Leon Waycoff, Mrs. Harry 


Sherman Sued for Divorce 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Mrs. Charlotte Waycoff, formerly 
a cashier at Warners Hollywood, 
filed suit for divorce against Leon 
Waycoff, stage and screen actor, 
charging desertion. A property set- 
tlement has been made. 

Harry Sherman, film producer, is 




















suing Lillian Sherman for divorce 
}on mental cruelty and desertion 
|charges. The Shermans were mar- 


ried in 1911 and have two daughters, 

| 11 and 16. By terms of a property 
| settlement, the wife has custody of 
Lone children, Brand, Zagon and 
| Aaron handled both cases for the 
’ plaintiffs. 
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WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston “American” said: “It 
takes Will Mahoney to point to the 
Metropolitan’s showmanship | peak. 
Back this famous comedian with a 
good picture and prosperity comes 
around the corner with a _ bang. 
The house was packed. Mahoney 
is one of the best comedians in this 





country, and the biggest hit the 
Metropolitan has had in its his- 
tory.” 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 











NO PUBLICITY 
IS ACADEMY 
POLICY 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Academy has taken the stand that 
it will not allow its conciliation ma- 
chinery to be used in the interest 
of persons in the industry who are 


palpably seeking publicity. 
Members fear that unless such a 
rule be instituted the Academy will 
be used as a footstool for publicity 
seekers, with sensational claims that 
prove to have no grounds when in- 
vestigated. 

Definite stand in this regard fol- 
lows charges by Rita Le Roy to the 
Academy that she was compelled to 
go beyond the bounds of modesty at 
the instance-of Director John Dillon 
in a scene for the Fox Clara Bow 
picture, ‘Call Her Savage.’ 

Actress and her husband, Ben 
Hershfield, former agent now at 
Paramount, protested that Dillon 
was ‘ungentlemanly’ in endeavoring 
to have Miss Le Roy open more of 
her dress than she considered neces- 
sary in an attack scene. 

When the case was laid before the 
Academy both were warned, it is 
said, against their stated intention 
to ‘take the matter to the news- 
papers.’ Story broke on the front 
pages and following this the Acad- 
emy removed itself from the affair 
on the grounds that ‘no formal pro- 
test was made.’ 





Miss Hepburn Finds But Half Her Work 
In Studio, Remainder Is for Pubiicity 








Direction 





Pajama Campaigner 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

With Louis Mayer actively 
campaigning for Hoover, plenty 
of people on the Metro lot are 
wearing ‘Hoover’ badges. 

One, however, is for Roose- 
velt, so he wears a Roosevelt 
button on his pajamas. 











Theatres Robbed 


Of Personals by 
Charity Demands 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Heavy hollering is being heard 
from theatre circuits because stu- 
dios are spotting their names in so 
many charity benefits that the stars 
are turning down personal apear- 
ance requests for openings and 
other theatre events. 

Studios are also being flooded 
with added demands for Christmas 
benefits heavier than usual this 
year. From indications it would 
seem that almost every civic orga- 
nization in Los Angeles county is 
figuring on unemployed. benefits 
during the holidays and wants pic- 
ture celebs for the main attractions. 

As in the case of the requests 
which came to ‘the studios for per- 
sonals during the Olympic games, 
these demands will be turned over 
to the Hays office for handling. 
There the refusals will be formal 
and on an industry basis which it 





is figured will circumvent any 
reaction against the individual 
companies. 


Only institutions that will be fa- 
vored for Christmas free appear- 
ances, it is planned, will be the 
regular newspaper events and some 
affairs to be conducted by hospitals 
All smaller organizations will be 
given a polite turndown. 


Claims 2 Days in Pen 
Worth $25,000 Each 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Charging false arrest and ma- 
licious prosecution, George B. ‘Dink’ 
Templeton, actor and former USC 
football player, has _ filed” suit 
against the Yellow Cab Co., here for 
$50,000. 

Templeton asserts Ford A. Cars- 
well, taxi driver, mistook him for 
someone else who had failed to 
pay his cab fare and had him ar- 








rested. Templeton spent two days 
in jail. Abram Robert Simon is his 
attorney. 





Ballyhoo; 


Wampas Drops Lux-Starlet Air 
Personals Instead 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Intention of the Wampas to pre- 
sent its annual baby stars over the 
NBC, on a program sponsored by 
Lux soap, has been dropped on the 
grounds that it might keep some 
patrons out of theatres that night. 

The Wampas was to receive $10,- 
000 for the use of the starlets which 
would be turned over to the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. 

Despite this stand on the part of 
the Wampas, plan to allow both 
chains to broadcast the Academy 
Awards banquet, gratis, will go 
through. 

Wampas, however, voted Friday 
night (21) to elect stars this year 
and present them to the public in a 
manner through which the theatres 
will profit. The 13 comers will be 
turned over on different nights to 
five or six of the local deluxers, to 
be used in connection with a per- 
sonal appearance ballyhoo, 

Radio plan, with Lux willing to 
spend $20,000 on the program, was 
to have the baby stars introduced 
over the air from a banquet with 
entertainment features also broad- 








cast from picture names attending 
the fest. 


Wampas committees have been 
appointed on entertainment, pub- 
licity and studio contact following 
a vote to cooperate on publicity in 
conjunction with producers, the 
Academy and Motion Picture Relief 
Association. 


Another committee was named to 
work out a change in the constitu- 
tion to permit an increase in the 
board of directors to assure each 
studio a _ representative on that 
board. 





Durante’s New Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Jimmie Durante is up for a new 
deal at Metro, Louis B. Mayer per- 
sonally taking charge of arranging 
the comedian’s salary. 

Durante’s current figure is $1,750 
on a straight year’s contract, with 
the comedian slated for a tilt as 
Metro has cognizance of other 
studios being interested in the 
Pinocchio comic, 





Katherine 
crashed 


Hepburn, h 
Hollywood 


aviy g 
heights in her 


first picture, is back in New York 
working hard on another produce 
tion. The script, which involveg 
Miss Hepburn and scribes of the 
daily and fan mag press, is a be. 


hind-the-scenes epic authored by 
the RKO publicity department. It 
is tentatively titled ‘Launching 4 
Picture Star.’ 

If the launching happens to ine 
clude breakage of a bottle of chame 
pagne over the new player's head, 
she will not be surprised. She has, 
in a measure, been immunized to 
the shock of finding herself pub- 
licized. She knows now that her 
work in Hoidywood is just about 
one half of her job as a picture 
star, The rest involves arriving in 
town in the proper camerawise cos- 
tume, keeping up a bold front dur- 
ing prying interviews, and posing 
graciously in costumes for various 
fan publications. 

Her press department. says that 
Miss Hepburn’s is the simplest cam- 
paign it ever handled. Her agents 
didn’t have to beg for journal 
space; they were besieged with re- 
quests on every side, They 
crammed 20 interviews and 15 cam- 
era sessions into the short time 


that remained before Miss Hep- 
burn’s return to the Coast. Such 
is the reward of an actress who 
went to Hollywod and, with one 


picture—in which she refused to 
conform to Hollywood standards— 
snatched a spot for herself in the 
starry firmament. 
No Prying 

Miss Hepburn kept appointments 
at the home office with the prompt- 
ness and dispatch of a _ business 
executive, but when she learned 
that interviewers were more inter- 
ested in her. personal affairs than 
in her opinions of Hollywood, she 

(Continued on page 55) 


FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO 
JUVENILE IN “WISE GIRL’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Bryant Washburn, Jr., 18-year-old 
son of the actor, was taken out of 
Hollywood high school to play his 
first picture role, the juvenile in 
Premier’s ‘Wise Girl.’ Fred Robin- 
son acted as agent. 

Lita Chevret and Charlotie 
riam also cast. 


Wyler on Way to Talk 


Terms with Laemmle 


Paris, Oct. 31. 

Following ’phone and cable corre= 
spondence between Laemmle, Jr. 
and Bob Wyler, latter, who made @ 
name for himself as a young direc- 
tor, is on his way to Hollywood to 
meet Laemmle and talk over de- 
tails of a Hollywood megging cone 
tract. 

Wyler’s last picture, ‘Une Etoile 
Disparait,’ for Par, was a distinct 
hit; and his preceding picture, 
‘Papa Sans le Savior,’ made here 
for Universal, got raves. 


FRANCES LEE’S BREAK 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
KBS has borrowed Frances Lee 
from Christy to play opposite Ken 
Maynard in ‘Phantom Thunderbolt,’ 
Miss Lee just returned from @& 
year on a Fanchon & Marco tour, 


SAILINGS > 


Nov. 11 (New York to London) 
Irving Mills (Bremen). 

Nov. 4 (New York to Paris) lke 
Blumenthal (Aquitania). 

Nov. 2 (London to N. Y.), Fredric 
Culbert, Addison and Kirkwhite, 
Giovanni (Majestic). 








Mer- 











Nov. 2 (New York to Rome}$ 
Marchese Cesare Origo (Manhat- 
tan), 

Nov. 2 (Paris to New York) 


Maurice Chevalier (Paris), 

Nov. 2 (San Francisco to Tokyo) 
Harry Novak (Chichibu Maru). 

Oct. 29 (New York to Panama) 
Arthur Novak (California). 

Oct. 28 (New York to Russfa) 
Alexander Woollcott (Europa). 


Oct. 28 (London to New York) 
Rouben Mamoulian (Leviathan). 

Oct. 28 (New York to Paris) 
Ernst Lubitsch, Alexander Wool- 
cott, Mr. and Mrs. Myron Selznick 
(Marjorie Daw), Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
K. Howard, Joseph B. Phillips (hu- 
ropa). 
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STUDIOS RUN 





Photogs King Pin in Keeping Hosts 
Of Hollywood Out of Hot Water 


¥ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

No social function is planned in 
Hollywood without first considera- 
tion being given to the news and 
fan magazine photographers. 
They're the hot shots who arrange 
how th? seating will be placed in 
order that the best known names 
will have their faces in the camera 
together with the host and hostess. 

Photogs also know who goes on 
the celluloid best and what stars 
refuse to be snapped with their 
right or left profile toward the 
camera. In this case it is impera- 
tive that the star be placed in a 
seat which displays his or her best 
side to the lens. 

These ‘still’ men also know from 
experience who are the enemies of 
the various stars, or who is their 
current pout. In this instance the 
names usually refuse to be mugged 
on the same plate. This informa- 
tion is valuable for the hosts, who 
then arrange the seating. 

Bulb snappers are usually in 
league with the column chatterers 
and know who isn’t speaking to 
who. They scan the place cards so 
that their camera plate won't be 
spoiled by someone moving, the 
easiest way to gum up a picture 
when the mover doesn’t want to be 
photographed with someone he or 
she doesn't like. 

Picture grabbers know all the ec- 
centricities of the stars when it 
comes to being photographed. Nat- 
urally the free lance photographer 
has to know all this so that he 
won't spoil too many plates and 
run up his budget. Average of sal- 
able pictures is about one out of 20 
taken, so the photographers run no 
more chances than necessary of 
spoiling plates. 


JAS. HALL SCRAMS AS 





EXTRADITION IS SIGNED 


San Diego, Oct. 31. 

James Hall, playing the Fox here 
as m.c., in connection with a vaude- 
ville bill, failed to show up 2t two 
performances Saturday (29) after 
he had received word from Sacra- 
mento that Gov. James Rolph, Jr., 
had granted extradition for the 
actor to authorities in New Haven. 

Hall is wanted there on charges 
of non-support made by his 
estranged wife, Irene Brown. 

When Hall heard that James W. 
Blake, New Haven detective, was 
in Sacramento, when extradition 
was granted anc that he had left 
for San Diego to serve the warrant, 


he hurriedly left the theatre. Hall 
was booked here until Wednesday 
(2). 


He is believed to have gone over 
the Mexican border. Jay Chotiner, 
his Los Angeles attorney, is at- 
tempting to get bonds okayed by 
New Haven authorities so that Hall 
can return there some time next 
week and stand trial. 


Chaplin Wins Second Suit 





To Keep Sons Off Screen 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Possible exploitation of the two 
Chaplin children was prevented by 
Judge Crail in denying the request 
of Lita Grey Chaplin for approval 
of her contract with Fox under 
which she and her two sons were 

to appear in ‘Handle With Care.’ 





That $200 Nod 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
After sending out publicity 
that Fay Wray would go into 
‘Acquitted’ as leading femme, 
Columbia engaged Mae Clarke 
for the berth. Change of heart 
was $200 a week. 
Former was asking 
and the latter $800. 


JEAN THINKS ‘NORA’ TAD 
ROUGH, AND IS EXCUSED 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Claiming that the character of a 
gun moll who squeals and is taken 
for a ride would be harmful to her 
as a follow up on ‘Red Dust,’ Jean | 
Harlow asked Metro to relieve her 
of doing ‘Nora,’ an Anita Loos yarn. 
M-G execs acceded to the request 
after three days of discussion. 

Possibility now is that the story 
will be discarded and that Miss 
Harlow will do the remake of 
‘Twelve Miles Out.’ 

Roland Brown, who was to direct 
‘Nora,’ is negotiating a return to the 
Fox lot. 


Hartford Drops Dead 
Making Stump Speech 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

David Hartford, director and ac- 
tor, with experience in both legit 
and films, died suddenly Saturday 
night (29), at a political party. 

He was campaign manager for 
Charles Kramer, Congressional can- 
didate, and had just made a speech 


$1,000 














when stricken, He died on the 
platform a few seconds after fin- 
ishing his epeech. 

Further notice appears in the 


Obituary column. 


KAY FRANCIS A. W. 0. L. 


N. Y. Wires Coast for Help—Think 
Actress May Sail for Vacation 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Warners is encountering consid- 
erable difficulty with Kay Francis 
who left for New York recently 
without the studio’s permission. 
New York publicity department 
wired Darryl Zanuck here that she 
refused to co-operate and walked 
out on an arranged interview. New 
York press end wanted Zanuck to 
wire Miss Francis and ask her to 
co-operate. 
It is now 





understood that Miss 
Francis is undecided whether she 
will return to the Coast or go to 
Europe for vacation. 
Barrymore-Press Truce? 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Ethel Barrymore who generally 
eats newspaper reporters for break- 
fast relaxed from her traditional | 
hostility to the press upon her ar- 
rival here Friday on the ‘Chief.’ 


' 


+ 


idowed with 





She astonished the press by her 





| 


Decision was a victory for 
Charlie Chaplin who testified that 
any film contract would be detri- 
mental to his sons. Judge con- | 


sidered the comedian as best 


qual- |} 


ified to decide whether picture work | 


would be beneficial or not for the 
children. This j the second and 
final suit on the question 
VIDOR VACATIONS 
Hollywood, Oct. 31 
Ix ne V ido leave here Nov ® for 
a 4 ° waca ) Ne 


the compliment with some nice pub- 


friendliness and *he boys paid pub. | 
licity. | 


The only thing Miss Barrymore} 
hates more than Broadway is! 
Holiywood. In Hollywood she de- | 
clared her brothers, John and | 
Lionel, had become ‘institutionalized 
factory hands.’ Still, loath the 
place though she did, Miss Barry- 
more was prepared to cccept Holly- 
wood gold because one has to live 

She was en route to New York 
to star in Arthur Hopkins’ ‘Encore.’ 


BARBARA BEDFORD RETUEN 
Holls yvood, Oct 91. 


Barb i -ediord nactive in pic- 


L. &, RUBINGUN 
UFFERG REMEDY 


Declares Companies Not Yet 
Liberal Enough in Ex- 
changing Players—Should 
Include Directors and 
Adapters—Proper Com- 
bination the Difference 
Between Good and Ordi- 


nary Films 


TOO MANY ‘ALSO RANS’ 


‘The difference between cham- 
pionship and mediocrity is slight,’ 
says Edward G. Robinson. ‘The 
champion and the also ran are en- 
the same _ physical 
equipment. One wastes his re- 
sources; the other brings the right 
forces into play to obtain the maxi- 
mum result. 

‘That same difference—slight, but 
ever so significant—lies between a 
great picture and an adequate re- 


lease.’ 

Spread around the studios of 
Hollywood there are actors, di- 
rectors, authors and_ supervisors 


capable of turning every picture 
into a champion. Inconsequential 
films are made when ordained staffs 
are not summoned by the stories 
that require their talents. 

‘Let’s say that the actor works 
for Metro,’ amplifies Mr. Robinson. 
‘He may be wedded to a part that 
is the property of another studio— 
a part that is his by every moral 
law. The writer qualified to adapt 
the script is contracted to Para- 
mount, the director tied up at an- 
other studio. 
own companies keep them from 
combining forces that would make 
the film glow, pulsate, strike to the 
heatrs of picture audiences.’ 

Studios recognize this limitation. 
They try, insofar as they are able, 
to buy stories that are adaptable to 
the stars on their roster. In doing 
this, their programs become set, 
predictable, stereotype, alleges the 
screen star. 

Not Yet Enough 

Hoping to broaden their scope, 
they have experimented with inter- 
change of stars. Mr. Robinson be- 
lieves that the practice hasn't gone 
far enough. Ace drawing cards are 
still reserved as exclusive program 
sellers. Studios prefer to keep star 
property in expensive idleness, 
rather than rent it to ‘rival organ- 
izations. 

It strengthens their hold on ex- 
hibitors, but what does it do to film 


produet, Mr. Robinson wants to 
know. This much: companies that 
won't lend, can't borrow; scripts 


that cry for extra studio develop- 
ment must make the best of the 
material that is at hand. Good 
stories—and every story purchased 
has some wo-kable theme—fall into 
the wrong hands and become mill- 
stones weighting down the. star 
product that sells programs, 

Just as there are stars, directors, 
and writers suited to every picture, 
there are studios best qualified ‘to 
handle certain types of picture. Mr. 
Robinson classii2s them in separate 
grooves, each characteristic of the 
executive who controls production. 


Only One Head 


‘Studios must be dominated by 
one person if they are to run 
smoothly, produce efficiently,’ he 
says. - 

‘These individuals are men of 
strong personality, executives cap- 
able of making decisions and abid- 
ing by them. These decisions, in 


| the final analysis, characterize com- 


pany product.’ 

Thus, one studio is 
speed and vitality; the other for 
deftly developed sex: another for 
compelling. romantic tragedy; an- 


other for the imaginative scale with 
vhich it builds on reality; still an- 
other for the imagination it com- 
presses into literal fact, 
When the right studio gets the 
right story—the script attuned to 
own responsiveness—it hould 


Obligations to their 


TO TYP 


noted for its | 


I 





Ex-Stars Descent Switt If Starting: 
$50 Bits With Slim Recovery Chance 





Schoolastic Stills 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

In order to use Cora Sue 
Collins, five, and Davey Til- 
lotson, six, for publicity stills, 
Universal had to hire a school 
teacher for the day the photo- 
graphs were made. 

In between shots the kids 
sat hunched over the alphabet. 
The teachers get $12 a day 
from the studios. 














COAST PLANS NOV. 2 
FLASH FOR HOOVER 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Final pre-election flash for Presi- 
dent Hoover will be mass meeting 
here with an augmented Fanchon- 
Marco stage show at the Shrine au- 
ditorium Nov. 2. 

Efforts are being made to get Re- 
publican picture stars to appear and 
make speeches with the possibility 
Lew Cody will be master of cere- 


monies. With Louis B. Mayer 
stumping for Hoover in San Fran- 
cisco; Joe Scott, who nominated 


Hoover, will preside at the local 


meeting. 


Rare Brain Germ Kills 
Cameraman After Week 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

After fighting the effects of a rare 
brain germ for a week, although in 
no previous case did a man live 
more than 12 hours after being sim- 
ilarly infected, Robert B. Kurrle, 
chief cameraman at the Warner 
studio, succumbed at the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital, Oct. 27. Death 
came less than a day before he 
would have won the battle, accord- 
ing to his physician, Dr. Percy Gold- 
berg. 

Case drew the attention of 20 
brain specialists who observed the 
phenomenal resistance that Kurrle 
was making. He had gone to the 
hospital to be cured of an obstinate 
cold, which developed into sinus 
trouble. Just as he was cured of 
the latter, the brain infection set 
in. 





PAR STABS CUPID 


Panther Woman's Boy Friend Ruled | 


Off the Set 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
persistent in his attentions 
to Kathleen Burke, Paramount's 
‘panther woman,’ Glen N. Rardin 
has been barred from the studio. 

Rardin, a commercial photog- 
rapher, drove here from Chicago 
after Miss Burke won the panther 
girl contest and has been a daily 
attendant on the set of ‘King of the 
Jungle.’ 

Par execs asked the girl to keep 
him off the set. She refused. 
Banning followed. Officials assert 
that whenever Rardin was on the 
set Miss Burke forgot her lines. 


WB’s Dempsey Short 


Warners has sent Burnett Her- 
shey to Scranton, Pa., to discuss 
story angles with Jack Dempsey, 
who is to make a two-reeler in 
Brooklyn next month. 

Dempsey is doing 
in Scranton currently, 
shey’s orders to stand by 
and the ex-champion agree on 
yarn’s tangents, 


Too 





a vaude skit 
with Her- 
until he 
the 





have the privilege of reaching out- 
side its ranks for whatever actor, 
writer or director can imbue it with 
life and conviction. 

Until the film industry 
an amis arrangement 


the proper 


} 
Cie 


ible 


ble for every script, it will have 
to content itself with a few cham 
pions and a great many also 
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e 
whereby } 


ombinations are avail-| 
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Hollywood, Oct #1. 


Descent from cinematic stardom 
to oblivion is swift. Once stars 
start the dive there is little chance 
of them stalling the trip until they 
hit the bottom of the cinematic lad- 
der. Few convenient rungs pro- 
trude for them to gain a temporary 
foothold. If they do stop it’s but 
a short pause—then down they go 
again. 

Ranks of the extras and bit play- 
ers now hold a number of those who 


a short time ago were stars. n 
some cases they have not yet hit 
the bottom. These hang onto the 


place where they receive $50 for a 
day's work, but they are in the 
minority. Most are content to re- 
ceive $10 and $15 checks, sufficient 
to provide the bare necessities of 
life where previously they had in- 
dulged in its luxuries. 

A host are among those listed for 
bits who each in his or her day 
was a star in their own right. In 
the case of Margaret Mann, for in- 
stance, she was elevated from the 
extra ranks to the mother in Fox's 
‘Four Sons.’ Her top line career was 
brief, however, despite acclaim as 
an actress. A year following this 
picture Miss Mann had returned to 
bits because the studios were un- 
able to find parts for her. 

Usually the stopping off place is 
the smaller indies who use past 
rames to bolstér their casts. When 
the big studios drop them the indies 
grab them. Currently there are few 
indie pictures produced that do not 
include three or four of former 
names in their cast. While they are 
not so forte for the major studios, 
they are selling angles for the indie 
picture. 


Jolson Ends Scramble 
For ‘Wonderbar’; Buys 
It Himself as Starrer 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Al Jolson has settled the scramble 
among indie producers for a hold on 
‘Wonderbar’ by buying the screen 
rights to the play himself, with the 


intention of doing it as his next 
picture for Joseph M. Schenck on 
the United Artists program. Na- 


than Burkan, Jolson’s New York ate 
torney, arranged the deal. 

Morris Safier ard M. H. Hoffman 
have been after ‘Wonderbar’ with 
Safier, friend of George Jessel, at- 
tempting to raise $16,500 to buy the 
play for films. 30th Hoffman and 


Safier had the same idea of star- 
ring Jessel and Norma Talmadge 
in the picture, which they esti- 


mated could be made for $150,000. 
Bob Melford, personal representae 
tive for George Jessel, left Sature 
day night (29) for New York, fole 
lowing Joseph M. Schenck’s ane 
nouncement that Al Jolson would do 
‘Wonderbar.’ This necessitated 
calling off negotiations with M. H. 
Hoffman for Jessel and Norma Tale 
madge to do that picture for him. 
However, Jessel and Miss Tale 
madge contemplate making a pic- 


ture immediately and are under- 
stood to be interested in getting 
‘Success Story’ for Hoffman to proe- 


duce, 


Keaton’s New Contract 


Calls for Co-Billing 


Hollywood, Oct. 31, 

Metro has given Buster Keaton a 
new contract in which the comie 
agrees to split billing with another 
player in his picture. This will be 
the first time in 12 years that Kea- 
ton has not topped the billing. 

‘Red Lights’ will be his first 


» new agreement. 


LAMBERT’S COL. SHORTS? 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Columbia has a deal on with Ea 
die Lambert, vaudeville comedian, 
ifs ? eries of two reel sl} orts. 
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Opposition to Flexible B. 0. Plan; 


Say It Tips Off 
And Protection 


Certain exhibitor and distributor 
negative reaction is asserting itself 


in connection with that part of the 
five pointed plan, as formulated by 
MPTOA-allied factions and 8S. 





the 

R. Kent in their recent conferences, 
which would made admission scales 
flexible ‘cording to picture meit. 
Summation of the opposition is that 
any raising and lowering of scales 


will be a quick tip-off to the public 
that a good or a bad picture is on 
the screen. 

When the plan’ reaches. the 
threshing room for final considera- 
tion by industry representatives its 
proponents will be met with the re- 
minder that standard price scales 
at the various theatres provide en- 
tertainment for those public divi- 
sions which pay 50 cents or 15 cents 
for their entertainment. 

Theatre leaders who are not in- 
cluded in the tri-cornered sessions 
of the MPTOA, Allied and the Hays 
Organization, as represented by 
Kent, are among those against the 
proposal. They charge the industry 
with having too many cooks and 
too many recipes. Contention is 
that the plan as outlined would 
simply be scratching the boxoffice 
surface. 

As to Protection 

Opponents of the elastic scale 
scheme have a counter proposal, and 
that is to remedy the protection sit- 
uation. They point out that the in- 
dustry has never abided by the 
simple law of business that a big 
buyer is entitled only to a small dis- 
count over the small purchaser. 
These indie spokesmen admit their 
attack is centered at protection. 
They hold that if the average indie 
exhib could show the average major 
picture to the public before it be- 
came too stale, because of long pro- 
tection intervals, the ailments of all 
boxoffices would soon be relieved. 


Marital Intent 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Application for a marriage license 
was filed by Julius Burnstein, New 
York picture distributor, and Ruth 
Sinclair, his secretary. 

Arthur (Cowboy) Appell, dance 
director, and Elvie L. Crockett, 
dancer; Edwin Rogers, Paramount 
set decorator, and Leola Figg, and 
Richard Webster, of Jimmie Grier’s 
orchestra, and Barbara Olmstead, 
also made application. 











BAXTER-ACE TALKING 


Interested in Network Au- 
thor’s Original 





Actor 





Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Warner Baxter, Fox star, has 
opened negotiations with Goodman 
Ace, radio author-actor, to buy an 
original stofy called ‘Bluff-alo Bill.’ 
While on the Coast during the sum- 
mer Ace outlin*d his yarn to Guy 
Kibbee, who in vurn spoke of it to 
Baxter. 

Before taking to the air Ace was 
columnist on the Kansas City ‘Jour- 
nal- Post.’ 





Judels Sued for 55G’s 


By Gil Hurt in Crash | 


Los Angeles, Oct. 81. 

Arline Henrikson, young depart- 
ment store inspector, filed suit in 
Superior Court here against Charles 
Judels for $55,000, alleging that her 
beauty was marred by flying glass 
during an auto accident when her 
car was struck by one owned by 
Judels and driven by Gail Reingold. 

Reingold, also a defendant in the 
suit, is president of the company 
operating the ‘S. S. La Playa,’ gam- 
bling boat off the local coast. I. M. 
Sackin is representing Miss Hen- 
rikson. 





BRANDSTATTER’S HEARING 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Hearing on Eddie Brandstatter’s 
application for probation will come 
up before Superior Judge Doran to- 
morrow (Tuesday). 

Brandstatter, restaurant proprie- 
tor, is up for sentence on grand 
theft charges and has appealed for 
probation. 


Merit of Films, 
Remedy First Need 


— 





No Gents! 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Latest complaint among the 
jobless femmes in the indus- 


try is that the casting gents 
prefer platinum blondes for 
jobs. 


It costs plenty to make the 
hair thataway, and at least $3 
a week to keep it such—so 
where’s the profit, they moan. 


Claim 260,000 Extra 
Days for Flexible 
B. 0. Scale Scheme 


A total of 260,000 extra days in 
playing time will be realized annu- 
ally by the 52 biggest film features 
under the flexible admission scale. 
This is the claim of proponents of 
the plan who are confident that the 
scheme will become effective with 
the new selling season next spring 
in at least 5,000 theatres. 

The adjusted scale, on its higher 
plane of 35c top represents a 40% 
increase in admission for each of 
these houses three days each week. 
Details of the flexible policy, so far 
worked out, call for the adding of 
only one extra day to standard play- 
ing time which, on the average, is 
now two days. Hence, 52 extra days 
times the 5,000 theatres concerned 
gives the 260,000 extra day total. 
Increase in admission, according 
to formulators of the plan, will take 
care of a 25% rise in distribution 
revenue without the exhibitor hav- 
ing to dip into his own pocket. At 
the same time a corresponding profit 
is expected to he netted by the thea- 
tre owner, 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thurs- 
days are conceived as the days best 
suited for the big features. For Fri- 
day, it is maintained, lesser product 
could be shown at 15 cents while 
for Saturdays, Sundays and Mon- 
days a 25 cent top is advocated. 





























DOROTHY and HARRY 


After 12 weeks at Grauman’s 
Chinese, Los Angeles, now appear- 
ing Paramount, Brooklyn, week Oc- 
tober 28th. Last week, October 21, 
Paramount, New York. ‘Variety’ 
says: ‘Miss Dixon is a swell per- 
former with a fine sense of hu- 
mor.’—Kauf, 


Personal Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


RIAN JAMES DROPPING 
COLUMN TO STAY WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Rian James will sing his swan 
song as a columnist on the Brook- 
lyn ‘Eagle’ Nov. 22. Writer will 
make a trip to New York for that 
one day to attend a banquet ten- 
dered him by contributors to his col- 
umn. He'll leave for Hollywood im- 
mediately following the dinner. 
James’ decision to remain at War- 
ners as a picture scrivener influ- 
enced him to give up the column. 


McGuire Creditors Get 
Set-back in U. S. Court 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Temporary injunction preventing 
20 creditors of William Anthony 
McGuire from proceeding against 
him in the state courts was granted 
by Judge James in hearing Mc- 
Guire’s bankruptcy petition. Credit- 
ors have until Nov. 2 to show cause 
why the injunction shall not be 
permanent. 

First meeting of McGuire's cred- 
itors will be called this week by 
Bankruptcy Referee Turnbull. 




















But Friendly 





Hollywood, Oct. 81. 

In a statement to the press 
concerning her divorce suit, 
Nina Wilcox Putnam said that 
she and Arthur Ogle, her hus- 
band, were parting amicably, 
and that she held him in the 
highest esteem. 

In her divorce complaint, she 
charged him with mental 
cruelty, coming home intoxi- 
cated and abusive and striking 
her in the presence of friends. 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 











P-P N. Y. OFFICE MOURNS 
DEATH OF ITS PORTER 


Paramount-Publix home office is 
mourning the death of its colored 
head porter, Lawrence Bailey. He 
died last Tuesday (25) of a heart 


attack. The regard the P.P organ- 
ization had for Bailey resembles 
fiction, 

Bailey was the only person who 
had full access to Adolph Zukor’s 
office as well as that of other execs, 
and when John D. Clark heard of 
Bailey’s passing, he immediately 
called S. R. Kent, who received the 
news as a shock, 

Bailey took care of all baggage 
for execs, unpacking in their homes. 
A few months back, when he took 
a couple of orphaned children into 
his home, and then one more, Par 
began to feel that Bailey was try- 
ing to do too much, so arranged to 
send him extra money monthly in 
view of his charitable ambitions. 

He is survived by a widow, who 
is not in need, due to Par’s group 
insurance. But if she were, a dozen 
execs would lend assistance. 
Before joining Par 15 years ago, 
Bailey was a telegraph operator and 
station agent at Jamaica, West In- 
dies, where he was schooled. 








Judith Barron’s Trial 

Warners last week made a test 
of Judith Barron. 
Miss Barron’s background in- 
cludes ‘Manhattan Medley,’ ‘Nikki,’ 
‘Nina Rosa,’ other Broadway plays 
and two years of stock. Test was 
arranged by Joe Rivkin. 








Outline 


The resignation of Sam Katz co- 
incident with the decentralization 
of the Publix Circuit, the country’s 
leading theatre chain, completes the 
cycle of an experiment in theatre 
operation. 

When Katz joined Paramount in 
1925, the company had no nation- 
wide circuit, but operated about 200 
theatres, mainly in New England 
and the south, with 90% of its hold- 
ings being the Southern Enterprises 
group, organized by S. A. Lynch, 
and the Black and Wm. Gray the- 
atres of New England. The remain- 
ing scattered theatres were either 
partnerships or key point stands 
used primarily as show windows for 
Paramount product. 

The Katz plan was a national cir- 
cuit with centralized operating con- 
trol. It was believed that methods 
of operation, as employed by Bala- 
ban & Katz, successful in Chicago 
and New York, could be applied na- 
tionally. A great circuit of 1,000 or 
more theatres could, with its bulk 
buying of product and materials, ef- 
fect tremendous savings. Theory 
was that Paramount product would 
be insured preferential release with- 
out sales effort, profits of exhibi- 
tors and small chains to be pur- 
chased would be consolidated and 
increased by improved methods. 
Standardized operation of higher 
quality, with a nationally estab- 
lished trade mark—Publix—would 
guarantee consistent grosses. Fi- 
nancing would come readily from 
bankers who favored the brick and 
mortar plan over ideas and cellu- 
loid. 








Circuit Purchases 
With breath taking speed, which 
rivalled any of the super-promotions 
of the last decade, the following cir- 
cuits were purchased for th? Publix 
plan—Balaban and Katz, Great 





of an Experiment 





States, Saenger, Dent, Rickards and 
Nace, Comerford, Kunsky, Trendle, 
Reade, Fitzpatrick and McElroy, 
Sparks, Blank, Finkelstein and Ru- 
ben, Atlantic States, Butterfield, 
Canadian-Famous Players, Gold- 
stein, Neteco, Dubinsky and smaller 
state theatre groups. 

These were purchased on a boom 
time profits basis plus the antici- 
pated increase due to f!mproved 
methods of operation to be applied. 
The cost was high but the expecta- 
tions of improved results were 
higher. 

Filling in the gaps, big deluxe the- 
atres were built across the coun- 
try from Portland and Boston to 
Seattle and Portland. And in 
smaller cities pretentious theatres 
were erected that left the native 
bankers gasping. 

The real estate and construction 
departments of Publix were ex- 
panded to cope with the national 
plan until the total value of reality 
handled exceeded that of any firm 
or brokerage office in the country. 
The theatre department of Para- 
mount then became more important 
in point of investment and influ- 
ence than either distribution or pro- 
duction, . . 

The tail was commencing to wag 
the dog. Dictation was to come 
from theatre operation, 

Centralized Operation 

When the circuit totaled close to 
1,000 theatres the centralized opera- 
ting plan was in full swing. J/.1l 
important decisions for every the- 
atre were made in New York. The 
home office staff functioned at a 
weekly cost of $125,000 or over $6,- 
000,000 yearly, wrth this staggering 
overhead distributed among the 
Publix theatres, 





home office departments was 





An elaborate organization of 19 | 


| 


evolved. Complicated forms, red 
tape and routine were required to 
keep the home office informed of 
what was happening from coast to 
coast and to keep the field force 
informed about what,should happen. 

Into New York each week poured 
letters from every manager, district 
manager, division manager and ad- 
vertising manager. Decisions on 
operating details came from New 
York where an executive home of- 
fice cabinet met each week with as 


many as 35 executives in attend- 
ance. 

Here was the seat of authority 
for the nation-wide chain embrac- 


ing every variety of house from the 
grand deluxer’ grossing $75,000 
weekly to the class D grind strain- 
ing for $437.55. Extra floors in the 
Paramount Building were engaged 
to house the increasing number of 
executives and employees. Terri- 
torial directors were railroading it 
back and forth to insure that each 
theatre in the field was shaping 
itself to the standardized routine. 
Travel expense, telephone and tele- 
graph, mail and printing mounted 
to over $22,000 weekly. 

The certain test of the plan would 
show in the annual profits. On 
paper it looked lovely. Bankers ap- 
proved the machinery as they gen- 
erously loaned more oil for the 
wheels. 

Guessing wrong when the guess 
affected only one theatre or a small 
group had never been very serious. 
But guessing wrong when 1,000 the- 
atres were affected—that was dif- 
ferent. 

For some time the circuit's house 
organ ‘Publix Opinion’ (costing 
$100,000 a year), repeated the slogan 
‘Know Your Organization.’ The cir- 
cuit was evolved with bewildering 

(Continued on page 19) 


20%, Settlement for Clark with Par, | 
Goes Fox; Wobber on Coast for Kent 


a 





Prior to his sailing Saturday (29) 
for a brief vacation in Bermuda, 
John D. Clark received a settlement 
of his unexpired contract with Par. 
Agreement was 20% of the amount 
due on his unexpired term, of which 
but one-fifth was paid in cash with 
the balance to be spread over a 
period of 15 months. ‘Clark’s con- 
tract has two years and three 
months to go. ; 

While reluctant to acquiesce to 
these settlement terms, Clark is 
said to have been anxious to get 
away and join Fox as assistant to 
S. R. Kent, that company’s presi- 
dent. In his new post Clark may do 
considerable traveling for Kent. 

Clark, former western sales chief 
for Par, joins Fox on his return 
from the 10 days’ Bermuda vaca- 
tion. He will probably officially step 
into his new post Nov. 14. Clark 
had been with Par 19 years, 11 as 
western division mgr. 


Wobber on Coast 

Coincident with Clark’s connec. 
tion with Fox, Herman Wobber, 
who resigned at the same time as 
Clark, will take up a post on the 
Coast as personal representative for 
| Kent, mainly to watch over Fox- 
West Coast interests. Wobber’s 
resignation went into George J. 
Schaefer the minute Wobber heard 
Clark had quit. 

Mike Lewis, Pacific district sales 
manager, succeeds Wobber out there 
for Par. 

Neil Agnew arrives in New York 
Monday (7) to succeed Clark as 
western sales chief. His district 
sales post in Chicago will be filled 
by Charles Reagan, Indianapolis 
branch manager. Reagan, in turn, 
will be succeeded by J. H. Stevens, 
Portland, Me., exchange manager. 
John Howard, in the Portland 
branch as salesman, is promoted to 
the unfilled post there. 


Extra Work Off 507, 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Another 2,000 drop in the week’s 
extra placements fom the previous 
seven days. Total of 4,668 is almost 
half of the year’s peak two weeks 
ago. 

Top user of day players Fox’s 
‘Cavalcade,’ which called 441 people, 
the biggest set of the week. 








TRACY-RADIO PEACE 


Anticipate Settlement of A. W. O. L. 
Charges—U Takes Actor 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Possibility of a settlement of the 
Lee Tracy-Radio tiff by attorneys, 
without going to the Academy for 
arbitration, now seems likely. 

Date of the hearing has been 
moved back to Nov. 3 with a likeli- 
hood of an informal conference prior 
to that date at which time an agree- 


ment on the a. w. o. 1. charges is 
expected to be reached. 
Meantime, Universal has cone 


tracted Tracy for the title part in 
‘Private Jones.’ 


MG’s Thorough Tests for 
‘Buddy’ Rogers Comeback 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Charles (Buddy) Rogers will be 
at Metro next week for five days for 
a series of tests. Studio will make 
the tests thorough, using stars op- 
posite the former Paramount play- 
er. Sam Woods, who discovered 
Rogers and induced him to join the 
Paramount school in Long Island 
seven years ago, has been assigned 
to meg the try-outs. 

Studio figures that Rogers is due 
for a comeback, hence all the breaks 
possible. 





GLORIA STUART FLIES 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Universal is sending Gloria Stuart 
via air mail to New York Nov. 32 
for personal appearance with ‘Aire 
mail’ at the Mayfair theatre. 

Miss Stuart then goes to San 
Francisco for an appearance before 
returning to the studio. 





LASKY AFTER MC CAREY 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Leo McCarey is being negotiated 
with to direct the first Lasky pro- 
, duction for Fox. 
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Operating Partnerships Apt to Be 


Outcome of WB's Detheaterizing Plan 


Formation of operating partner- 
ships for certain groups is a possi- 
bility in Warner Brothers’ dethea- 
terizing plan now being considered. 

At present Warners is figuring on 
buyers of certain individual houses 


and groups, unnamed, but in de- 
theatering itself does not intend to 
take heavy losses. Company sup- 
posedly does not even want to dis- 
pose of houses on 100% deals 
except at a profit. 

This angle, plus the difficulty of 
finding buyers at this time, is what 
may lead Warners into the partner- 
ship plan it is believed. 

WB controls important theatre 
properties in strategic situations, In 
any program of detheaterization it 
would step out of certain situations 
entirely where it feels it would get 
film playing representation anyway, 
while in others it would reduce its 
number of houses to a more man- 
agable total. 

At present only 10 houses are 
closed on the Warner circuit, a 
smaller number than that of any 
ether major circuit. 


Thalberg Warns Aides 
Of Empty Chairs If 
They Don’t Hit Mark 


Culver City, Oct. 31. 

Returning from New York with 
pessimistic data on the industry, 
Irving Thalberg put all the Metro 
associate producers on the carpet 
Wednesday (26). 

Describing losses of other com- 
panies, Thalberg indicated a more 
optimistic outlook for Metro but 
only if supervisors cut thousands 
of dollars from negative costs 
through more efficient story prep- 
aration. He said they would have 
to ‘hit the nail on the head or quit.’ 

Thalberg berated the a. p’s for 
coming to him with minor details 
which as executives, they should 
determine for themselves. 


METZLER LEAVING AS 
PUBLIX COMPTROLLER 


Buffalo, Oct. 31. 


Report d here that Fred \. Metz- 
ler, comptroller of Publix Theatres 
Corp., in New York, is to join the 
New York-Buffalo Audit Corp., with 
which he was associated before 
joining Harold B. Franklin as comp- 
troller of Southern Enterprises in 
1923. 

Metzler has been with Paramount- 
Publix as comptroller for nine years, 
is on the boards of many of Para- 
mount subsidiaries and is one of the 
oldest P-P executives in years of 
service. 

C. A. Harmon, president of the 
N. Y.-Buffalo Audit Corp. wouldn't 
deny the report that Metzler would 
rejoin his company but admitted 
that during the past years he has 
made Metzler numerous offers to 
leave show business and rejoin his 
company. 











John Balaban to Chi 


John Balaban pulled stakes in 
New York last Friday (28), leaving 
for Chicago to assume direct opera- 
tion of the B&K, as well as super- 
vision over Detroit and the Famous 
Players Canadian group. 

He was accompanied by Saul Bra- 
Zin, film buyer for the FPL divi- 
ston, 


> ~~ 
Rasputin’ $850,000 
Holly wood, Oct. 31. 
Metro's ‘Rasputin,’ after 15 weeks 
ot shooting, will be completed by 
Metro Nov. 8. 


Picture will cost around $&50,900 | 


by the 


tirne it’s completed. 





WB’s Pamphlets 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Pamphlets urging employees 
to vote for Governor Roosevelt 
for President were inserted in 
all Warner Bros. pay envelopes 
this week. 

And to make it Democratic 
all round there was a picture 
of William Gibbs McAdoo, 
with a request for senatorial 
votes for this candidate. 

—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 














Expect Accord 
Will Rule Out 


Mass Meetings 


Distributor circles in New York 
are of the opinion that the mass 
meetings of e:hibitors, scheduled 
for early in December, will not ma- 
terialize because the industry will 
be in accord by that time. 

Climax session of industry repre- 
sentatives is scheduled for Nov. 9 
in New York. At that time Hays, 
MPTOA and Allied leaders’ will 
gather for a final meeting before 
plans, previously outlined, will be 
formally announced. 

Prior to this meeting representa- 
tives of the two exhibitor organi- 
zations will meet informally in 


_ 


Washington on Nov. 7. 


JAYDEE WILLIAMS WILL 


REENTER U. S. FIELD 


Jaydee Williams, founder of First 
National Pictures and veteran the- 
atre operator in Australia, is ac- 
tively reentering the American film 
field. He has opened offices in New 
York and has incorporated under 
the title of First Choice Pictures, 
Inc. 

Williams does not choose to re- 
veal the cumpany’s policy or plans 
at this time other than to say that 
his project is different than any so 
far attempted in the industry. 


JEFF McCARTHY BACK 


Handle ‘Kid’ and May Go 
Abroad With It 





Will 


Jeff McCarthy returned to New 
York Sunday (30) from the Coast 
and will handle the road showing 
of ‘Kid from Spain,’ the Goldwyn- 
Cantor picture. 

Picture will probably be open in 
New York before Los Angeles. It’s 
due at the N. Y. Palace Nov. 17, 
and McCarthy may also go abroad 
to launch the film on the Continent. 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Local opening of ‘Kid from Spain’ 
has been postponed for the third 
time at Warners’ Western. 
Has been put back from Noy. 17 
to Nov. 22. 





Kahane R.C. Director 


B. B. Kahane, head of Radio Pic- 
tures, and a v.p. of RKO, has been 
made a director of Radio City. 

On the Coast now, Kahane will be 
east for the R. C. c pening, 





CONNOLLY BACK 
Jack Connolly, g.m. of Pathe 
News, got back from abroad last 


FUTUR 


| 
} 














RESIGNATION MAY 
NOT BE ACCEPTED 


Par Board Reported Seeking 
to Hold Katz—RKO Presi- 
dency a Possibility—Spitz 
Next in Publix Line— 
How Aylesworth Figures 
on Katz-RKO Prospect 


THEATRES THE ISSUE 


Two reports gained increasing 
credence late yesterday (Monday) 
afternoon as to the future of Sam 
Katz. 

(1) That the Paramount bankers 
would refuse to accept his resigna- 
tion. 

(2) Katz might become the next 
president of Radio-Keith-Orpheum. 

It is understood Par executives 
spent all afternoon yesterday and 
the early evening trying to locate 
Katz for a board meeting, but he 
couldn't be reached. 

The reported purpose of the board 
meeting «as to decline to accept 
Katz’s resignation. 

Belief that Sam Katz may become 
the next presiden: of Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum is said to depend upon 
an agreement over terms. in the 
event that Katz’s resignation stands. 
Should an RKO deal become a fact, 
M. H. Aylesworth would then de- 
vote himself, as before, solely to the 
interests of the National Broadcast- 
ing Co. 

Executives of RKO who were 
reached yesterday decried the Katz 
report of the former P-P v.p. join- 
ing their organization. 

Reports came in a deluge yester- 
day (Monday) included «ancther 
which mentioned Warner Bros. 

Katz, followtng his resignation 
from Paramount-Publix last Friday 
(28), is reported to have spent the 
past weekend in the company of 
David Sarnoff, president of Radio 
Corporation of America. The two 
men are friends of long standing 
with RKO a subsidiary of RCA. 
Katz was considered as the RKO 
president two years ago, but the 
matter never reached a conclusion. 

Following the withdrawal of Katz 
at Paramount, notification was is- 
sued that all orders would come 
from John Hertz, chairman of the 
finance committee, with announce- 
ment of further appointments to be 
made by Hertz this week. It is be- 
lieved that Leo Spitz will be offered 
the general managership of Publix 
theatres and should he decline, in 
lieu of his private law practice and 
political activities in Chicago, the 
position will be tendered either to 
Sam Dembow, J. J. Fitzgibbon, of 
Famous Players Canadian, or Bar- 
ney Balaban, currently in Chicago 
with Balaban and Katz. 

Although not generally known, 
3arney Balaban is credited within 
the trade as having interested Hertz 
in buying into Paramount through 
Lawrence Stern Co., Chicago finan- 
ciers, and who in turn induced the 
late William Wrigley, Jr., and A. 
D. Lasker to also become affiliated 
with Paramount-Publix. This ex- 
plains Katz’ frequent denials of the 
reports that he was personally re- 
sponsible for bringing Hertz into 
the organization, although the latter 
is one of the original stockholders 
in Balaban and Katz, 


No Factions Says Hertz 





At a meeting yesterday afternoon 
(Monday), climaxing a series of! 
meetings throughout the day, John) 
Hertz is reported to have made the} 
simple announcement to company 


}executives and departmental heads} 
| that no factions existed in Para- 
|} mount and that every individual in| 


| 
| 


week after contacting branch offices | 


| and bureaus in England, Germany 
'and France. 


several news 
Europe, in- 
vith the for- 


Connolly arranged 
specials for Pathe in 
cluding an interview \' 
mer Kaiser. 


; the company stood and would con-}| 


tinue to stand on merit. Hertz 
asked Leo Spitz, present at the! 
meeting, if he had anything to say | 
but Spitz declined. 
The resignation of Katz fron 
Paramount-Publix came as a climax 
to a solid week of arguments be- 
tween Paramount's general mal 


(Continued on page 22) pat! 
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’ Figure Indies May Hold 80-902, 


Of Film Buyimg Power by Jan. 1: 
See But 500 33 Circuit Houses 





P-P Departures 


Following is list of ex- 
ecutives who have parted with 
Paramount-Publix within the 
past year: 

Sidney R. Kent. 

Jesse L. Lasky. 

B. P. Schulbereg. 

Walter Wanger. 

Herman Wobber. 

John D. Clark. 

James Cowan. 

Chas. E. McCarthy. 

Sam Jaffee. 

M. C. Levee, 

Lem Stewart. 

J. R. Koerpel. 

Dr. Emanuel Stern. 

Sam Katz. 


Patent Lawyer 
Claims He Has 


Key to Dubbing 


Late this week all film companies 
will be notified of a patent just is- 
sued by the U. S. Patents Dept. to 
David Moore, patents attorney, 
which it is claimed is the keystone 
to all dubbing rights. 

As explained by Moore, who 
made application in 1927, this patent 
(No. 188084), having to do with 
sound track printing, has precedence 
over all forms of dubbing. In other 
words, Moore states that before 
language versions can be made un- 
less originally recorded, producers 
must be licensed under his patent. 

Moore has turned rights to his 
patent over to General Talking Pic- 
tures for which he is patent con- 
sultant. Monday (31) it was re- 
ported that this patent may be in- 
troduced as evidence in the suit of 
Warners, GTP and Douvac against 
Western Electric which comes to 
trial in Wilmington on Nov. 3, when 
the injunction will be argued. 

The Moore patent, according to 
the inventor, is different than that 
of the Fox Tri-Ergon devise in that 
the latter has to do with super- 
imposing a sound track upon an 
original print. 

Although there was a meeting of 
foreign managers at ERPI head- 
quarters last week it was generally 
denied that dubbing had been dis- 
At the Hays office Mon- 
Major Herron’s office, in 

foreign affairs, main- 
ignorance of the 











cussed. 
day (31) 
charge of 
tained complete 
Moore patent. 


| 


Radio May Drop 
Culbertson Shorts 


Radio may abandon further pro- 
duction of the Ely Culbertson 
bridge _ shorts. Only one, ‘The 
Forced Response,’ has been made 
so far. Question will be decided by 
David Selznick after his arrival in 


New York Saturday (5) from the 
Coast. 

Should it be determined to go on 
with the balance of the Culbertson 
shorts scheduled, matter of whether 


they will be done on the Coast or 
in the east will be taken up with 
Selznick. 

First of the scheduled 
12 one-reelers was produced in the 


series of 


ea 


Schlaifer’s Renewal 


’ 








From 80 to 90% of the industry's 
buying power may be vested in the 
independent boxoffice, which twe 
years ago was credited by distribu- 
tors as representing only 15°, as 
early as Jan. 1. Spokesmen for the 
major circuits, predicting this, claim 
there is no agreement among the 
companies for a rock bottom for de- 
centralization and that they expect 
another 800 affiliated houses will be 
turned back to the indies within the 
next two months. 

Affiliated theatres, according to 
official statisticians, are now slight- 
ly under 1,300 in number. If this is 
so it means that since last January 
400 front line boxoffices have been 
cut away from major operation. 
Other deals on severance, reported 
in negotiation over the summer, will 
materialize before the new year. It 
is even said that affiliated theatres 
may shrink to a total of 500 during 
33. 

This lessening of affiliated houses, 
however, will in no way impair the 
development of the boxoffice it is 
pointed out. Official figures recently 
tabulated show that since Sept. 1 
approximately 1,500 darkened thea- 
tres have relighted, 

The Skouras theatres are among 
those being cataloged as independ- 
ent by picture officials because they 
are no longer definitely affiliated, 
except in a very broad sense, with 
any producer - distributor. Other 
decentralized chains ani former 
houses turned back to individual 
operation are similarly classed. 


A. J. SAILS T0 
SEE THE WORLD 





Immediate possibility of A. J. Bal- 
aban again becoming active in 
show business, through once more 
taking up his duties with Balaban 
& Katz, dwindled from sight last 
week when he sailed back to Switz- 
erland. Balaban had been here 
about a month splitting his time be- 
tween Chicago and New York while 
entertaining a suggestion from Pub- 
lix that he rejoin B&K. 

That Balaban has forsaken his 
intention of returning to the show 
field at this time is evidenced by 
his returning to Switzerland to 
gather up his family and see the 
world. He will embark on a globe 
circling cruise about Jan. 1 with 
the intention of arriving in Los An- 
geles on or about May 1. 

At that time Balaban will likely 
again take up the matter of his 
return to show business from which 
he has been absent about two and 
a half years. 


COMPLETE REMAKE PUTS 
‘ROCKABYE’ AT $900,000 


Hollywood, Oct, 31. 
remake of Radio's 
instead of a 50% re- 





Complete 
‘Rockabye,’ 
vision as at first intended, has tilted 
the cost of this Constance Bennett 
picture to more than $900,000. 


George Fitzmaurice directed the 
| original version with George Cukor 
in on the remake 
° 
Cohn in for Month 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Analytical survey of pictures made monthly by Mrs. T. G. Winter of 





the Hays office on the Coast, for the benefit of women’s clubs and those 
organizations interested in child welfare, is now being timed so that 
these bodies get their information concurrent with release of the pictures 
and, in some instances, ahead of them. 

Tabloid reviews are based on their appeal for the ‘family,’ ‘adults’ or 


‘children.’ Of the 32 current feature releases and those soon to be issued, 
only 12 are recommended as appealing to the all-family trade. These 
are ‘Big Broadcast,’ ‘Mister Robinson Crusoe,’ “Too Busy to Work,’ ‘A 
Successful Calamity,’ ‘Wild Girl,’ ‘Phantom Presfdent,’ “The All-Amer- 
ican,’ ‘That’s My Boy,’ ‘Movie Crazy,’ ‘Pack Up Your Troubles,’ ‘Golden 
West’ and ‘Wild Horse Stampede.’ 

In the ‘too mature for children class’ fall Bill of Divorcement,’ ‘Cabin 
in the Cotton,’ ‘The Match King,’ ‘Silver Dollar,’ ‘Six Hours to Live,’ 
‘Smilin’ Thru,’ ‘Troubles in Paradise,’ ‘Okay America,’ ‘20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing’ and ‘Secrets of the French Police.’ 

‘Air Mail’ is labeled ‘too strong for children or nervous people,’ while 
‘Tiger Shark’ is recommended only for adults and as ‘too gruesome for 


children.’ 





Though William Fox has announced that he will take over operation 
of the 5,000 seat Fox in San Francisco, he is still dickering with Fox- 
West Coast for that circuit to resume operation of the house on a reduced 
rental. As is, rent for the house will stand Fox slightly under $6,000 
weekly. 

Formerly, FWC operated the theatre for Fox theatres and received 
3% for operation. When Fox theatres went into receivership the per- 
centage deal was called off. F-WC continced to operate though failing 
to break even. Before returning the house to Fox receivers, circuit 
eontracted Warners and First National product giving it first run on 
Paramount, Fox, Metro, WB and FN. 

RKO, with the Golden Gate and the Orpheum, in Frisco, has first run 
on Radio, Universal and Columbia. United Artists, operating the United 
Artists, has first run of its own product there and the choice of inde- 
pendent product. Thi leaves Fox, for his Fox theatre, only the balance 
of Columbia and Universal pictures and independent rejects. 





Charging that every principal of good showmanship is being violated 
by Warner Brothers in their vaude-broadcast at the Shrine Auditorium, 
Los Angeles, the: night of Nov. 6, and sent out over KFWB, Fox West 
Coast execs and heads of other circuits and independent houses in 
Southern California, are voicing loud protests. They advance the argu- 
ment that the 7,000 free admissions to be issued for the broadcast next 
Sunday night, and another one in contemplation a week later, is estab- 
lishing a precedent in making pass hounds of otherwise probable cash 
customers at the Los Angeles picture house box offices. 

Principal contention is that Warners, as operators of a chain of pic- 
ture houses, are not only knifing themselves, but are also making it 
tough for other circuit and indie houses, by deliberately taking 7,000 
prospective patrons away from other amusement enterprises. Plenty of 
talk of registering a formal protest with Jack Warner in an attempt 
to have him call off the second broadcast show. 





Contributions of affiliated theatres in key cities to be paid the Associa- 
tion of Community Chests and Councils through the Hays Organization 
are expected to exceed $100,000 this winter. In addition to the cash turn- 
over the big circuits are effecting co-operative hook-ups with the Associ- 
ation in 425 cities and towns. 

This work will be carried on largely through the use of trailers in 
the theatres. National Screen Service is supplying Community Chests 
with trailers at a cost of $3.90. The Chest, in turn, presents it to the the- 
atre for projection. 

Because there is no particular date for a national drive, towns staging 
the event at their own convenience, the aid of newsreels this year is not 
being sought by the charity workers. 





Hollywood attorney turned the tables on an associate producer whom 
he was suing on a tailor’s bill. Getting an attachment on his studio 
salary, lawyer found that the producer had drawn ahead and demanded 
to see the check that proved it. Looking on the endorsement he found 
that the money was deposited to the credit of a corporation the producer 
had formed and thereupon attached funds of the company and secured 
a settlement. 

Other creditors had expended as much as $50 in costs on attachments 
at the studio, one attaching the producer’s salary 12 times but in each 
case found that he had drawn all his money in advance. 





Farley-RKO pool for Schenectady, to become effective Nov. 1, is for 
one year and under the terms, RKO will manage the various Schenectady 
houses for both. Deal has been on for several months but stalled when 
Farley asked for better terms which are reported to have been granted 
by RKO. 

Understanding is that originally Farley was to get 25% of the net 
but later asked for 30%. The Farley houses in the pool include the 
State, Strand, Erie and Van Curler. RKO has the Proctor’s and the 
Plaza, 





A former independent laboratory owner who recently went into the 
indie production field has just completed his first picture, a blue ticket 
affair which was made in a barn. Amateurs were used exclusively, with 
all props, furnishings and film being borrowed, and labor cuffed. Picture 
is feature length with the kick being the birth of a still-born baby. Pro- 
ducer hopes to sell it to some sex lecturer. 

Director is a former major studio megger who has been in the discard 
for the past three years. 

Ernst Lubitsch has made his contribution to Par’s ‘If I Had a Mil- 
lion,’ to comprise 12 different episodes dealing with what a person might 
do if suddenly acquiring a million bucks. Different writers and directors 
will work on the episodes, but the one handed in by Lubitsch will not be 
megged by him. 

The Lubitsch episode picks out an underling in a big company. After 
getting the million he finally crashes into the president’s office, fixes his 
tie, and gives the prexy a Bronx cheer for a blackout. 





Marion Davies has gotten aboard the Roosevelt bandwagon in a big 
way. She sent the following telegram last week to almost every femme 
picture name in Hollywood: 

‘Will you be one of 100 motion picture girls joining my committee, by 
donating $100 to Roosevelt campaign fund. If I secure this committee 
I will give $5,000 myself to Democratic cause. Send contributions to 
me at Metro Goldwyn Mayer studio. Thank you. Marion Davies.’ 





Seeing each other’s pictures at their own home offices has become the 
system among the major companies in New York. 

On an average the story departments and other execs who care pre- 
view two of the opposition’s features each week in addition to about one 


of their own. 





New York censor board was much upset over a scene in ‘Madison 
‘Square Garden’ (Par), where a prize fight is won because one of the 
fighters puts a cement solution on his hand bandages. 

Censor board @idn’t think that any boxer would do such a thing and 


(Continued on page 40) 





1st Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 
Week Nov. 4 
Paramount — ‘Hot Saturday’ 
(Par). 
Capitol—‘Red Dust’ (Metro). 
Strand—‘Three on a Match’ 
(WB) (2d week). 
Mayfair—‘Air Mail’ (U). 
Rivoli — ‘Magic Night’ (UA) 
(2). 
Winter Garden — ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ (3) (WB). 
Rialto—‘Old Dark House’(U) 
(2d week). 
Roxy—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). 
Week Nov. 11 


Paramount — ‘He 
About Women’ (Par). 

Strand—‘Fugitive’ (WB). 

Rivoli—‘Paradise’ (Par). 

Winter Garden— ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ (WB) (2d week). 

Rialto—‘Old Dark House’ (U) 
(3d week). 

Roxy—‘Sherlock Holmes’ 
(Fox). 


Learned 





$2 Pictures 

‘Strange Interlude’ 

(Astor) (11th week). 
‘Maedchen in 

(Froehlich) (German) 
terion) (7th week). 


(Metro) 


Uniform’ 
(Cri- 





Foreign Films 


‘Luise, Konigen von Preus- 
sen’ (German) (Porten) (Eu- 
ropa) (5th week). 
Coiffeur de Dames’ (French) 
(Par) (Fifth Ave. (2d week). 

‘David Golder’ (French) 
(Vandal and Delac) (Little 
Carnegie) (3d week). 

‘Barberina’ (German) (Zel- 
nick) (Hindenberg) (2d week). 











POWELLS OF ONE MIND; 
SHAKE HEADS AT PARTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. - 
Turring down film parts now 
seems to be a phase of the family 
stand of the William Powells. 
Last week Carole Lombard (Mrs. 
Powell) refused" to a part in 
Warners’ ‘The Inside. This week 
her husband said no to the same 
studio on ‘The Keyhole.’ George 
Brent is the replacement. 


Macknovitch Survey 
May Mean Merger 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Visit of Sam Macknovitch, treas- 
urer of Educational Pictures, is 
more than just an inspection trip. 
He is making a thorough financial 
analysis of production costs and 
equipment at the Educational 
studios, Tiffany lot, where KBS pic- 
tures are produced, and the Metro- 
politan plant. Latter is headquarters 
of World Wide. 
Report is that the survey is pre- 
liminary to merging the Educational 
and subsidiary activities at one or 
possibly two of the three studios. 


Thau Resumes Casting, 
Piazza Is Unassigned 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Benny Thau has returned from 
his four months European trek and 
takes over his previous post as 
Metro casting director. 

Ben Piazza, who held the post 
during Thau’s absence, is temporar- 
ily unassigned, 

















Footage for Dietrich 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Josef von Sternberg and Jules 
Furthman, writer, returned here 
Saturday night (29) by plane from 
the West Indies. 

Paramount men were there to ob- 
tain footage for Marlene Dietrich’s 
next picture. 





Collier Senior’s Dialog 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
William Collier, Sr., will be dialog 
director on ‘Hell to Pay,’ McLaglen- 
Lowe film at Fox. 
Now doing a similar stint on 
‘Face in the Sky.’ 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Wallace Ford. 

Bob Melford. 
Edmund Grainger. 
Harry Bannister. 
Ben Orkow. 

James R. Grainger. 
Julian Johnson. 
Sonya Levien. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis J. Selznick, 
Alexander Kirkland, 
Joseph Mosckowitz. 
Dick Henderson, 








Edward Cronjager. 


Hollywood 





Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


weekly ‘Variety.’ 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 


department, 


‘Cavalcade’ Ballyhoo 


As a ballyhoo for the picture, 
Armistice scenes for Fox's ‘Caval- 
cade’ will be made a gala event 


Nov. 11 with city, state and county 
government and foreign officials in 
attendance. 





Try-out for Tricks 
As a break-in for new illusions, 
Carter the Great, magician, is dick- 
ering for the Hollywood Playhouse 
for a two weeks’ run before leaving 
for the Orient. 


—__—__— 
Fox and U Swap 
Margaret Lindsay, formerly with 
U, goes to Fox for ‘Cavalcade.’ Ro- 
salie Roy, ex-Fox ingenue, gets a 
U termer with ‘Men of the 
Mounted,’ serial, her first. 


Col. Wants ‘Queen’ 

Columbia is dickering with Ful- 
ton Ousler for ‘Murder of the Cir- 
cus Queen,’ which he wrote under 
the pen name of Anthony Abbott. 

Bischoff to N. Y. 

Upon completion of ‘The Death 
Kiss’ at KBS, Sam Bischoff leaves 
for a month in New York. During 
his absence Burt Kelly will prepare 
‘Auction in Souls’ for production. 








' Hersholt at Par 

Jean Hersholt will go on loan 
from Metro to Paramount for 
‘Crime of a Century,’ which will 
have Stuart Erwin in the top juve 
spot. William Beaudine directs. 

Par Hires Rogers 

Bogart Rogers is at Paramount 
to work on the script of ‘Sky Gun- 
ner,’ John Monk Saunders’ story for 
Jack Oakie and George Raft. 





Corrigan Out 
Lloyd Corrigan, doubling between 
writing and directing at Par, has 
left that studio. ‘He Learned About 
Women’ was his last of three meg- 
ging assignments on the current 
schedule. 





Ahead of Script 
Paramount will start ‘No Man of 
Her Own’ before completion of the 
script. Newest writer on the story 
is M. H. Gropper. 


Miss Levien East 
Sonya Levien has left for New 
York to collaborate with Sam Behr- 
man on ‘Modern Hero,’ Louis Brome 
field story for Fox. 





Makeup Burns 
Facial blisters caused by heavy 
makeup kept Sylvia Sidney out of 





‘Madame _ Butterfly’ closeups last 
week. 

Herbert’s Play Direction 
F. Hugh Herbert will direct 
‘Hold-Up in Hollywood,’ play by 


Herbert S. Marshutz, for the Bey- 
erly Hills Community Players. 
White’s Fox Comedies 
Jack White is negotiating with 
Fox to supervise two comedy fea- 
tures. Option for two more is in 
the deal. 





Ancients on Dual Bill 
Seven early WB sound films will 
be revised by Warners Downtown 
to run after the regular feature. 
‘Gold Diggers of Broadway,’ the 
first, starts Thursday (3). 





‘Pig Boats’ on Location 
Assured of naval co-operation, 
Metro's ‘Pig Boat’ company left for 
Honolulu Friday (28). Will be away 
a month for submarine footage at 
Pearl Harbor. 





Small Wants Durante 
Edward Small has asked Metro 
for loan of Jimmy Durante for ‘Joe 
Palooka,’ Small’s first under ‘his 
United Artists contract. Film, based 
on the comic strip, is to be titled 
‘Palooka and the Lady.’ 


Family Affair 
Russell Gleason and his mother, 
Lucille Gleason, go into the next 
Norman Sper short, ‘Thin Ice.’ 
James Gleason directing. 








Damita for Stage 
Lily Damita left for New York 
Saturday (29) for George White's 
Music Hall Varieties. 


Tests for Gridders 
Orv Mohler, off the U.S.C. foot- 
ball team because of injuries, was 


(Continued on page 34) 








TITLE DISPUTE 


Burkhardt’s Claim Against Radio 
Goes Before Academy 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Difficulties between Robert Burk- 
hardt, Fox publicity writer, and 
Radio over the former’s claim that 
Radio destroyed the value of his 
story, ‘Sports Page,’ by publicizing 
the picture, ‘Free, White and 
Twenty-one’ as ‘Sport Page,’ will 
be taken before the Academy for 
adjustment. 

Burkhardt contends he submitted 
the story to Radio last December. 
Studio returned it after several 
weeks. Later, Radio announced a 
future production titled ‘Sport Page.’ 
Burkhardt alleges he notified the 
studio that this was his title. Studio 
is reported to have agreed to dis- 
continue the use of the name but, 
it is charged, did not do so. Later 
studio offered Burkhardt a settle- 
ment which he considered  insuf- 
ficient. He is now asking for $1,000. 


RIALTO AS 2-A-DAY; 
‘ARMS’-‘SIGN’ AT $2 


Rialto, New York, Publix run 
house, goes two-a-day with a $2 
top for the first time Nov. 17 for 
‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par). 

While it’s unlikely Par will at- 
tempt to maintain the house regu- 
larly as a $2 spot, a second picture 
for road showing at the Rialto is 
‘Sign of the Cross’ (Par-DeMille). 
This is to follow ‘Farewell,’ going in 
Dec, 22. 


Only One Ticket 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Indications are that Irving Thal- 
berg will be elected president of the 
Academy at a meeting to be held 
tomorrow (Tuesday). 
No candidate has been named in 
opposition. 














Termer for Shirley Grey 
Hollywood, Oct, 31. 
Shirley Grey will be given a four 
picture contract by KBS, making 
her the sole femme contract holder 
on the Tiffany lot, 
Miss Grey was last in a Ken May- 





nard western. 


RADIO SEEKS COMEBACK 
‘GOOSE WOMAN’ STAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

A remake of ‘The Goose Woman,’ by 
Radio will return a former film name 
to the screen in the title role ac- 
cording to present plans. Increased 
exploitation possibilities figured by 
bringing an ex-star back. 

Marjorie Rambeau and Pauline 
Frederick are under consideratton 
for the part. Picture was originally 
made as a silent by Universal with 
Louise Dresser. 








Wanger West This Wk.; 
Selling His N. Y. Home 


Walter Wanger, returning to 
Hollywood late this week, intends 
to spend the remainder of the 
winter on the Coast. He has turned 
his New York home over to a 
realtor with instructions to rent or 
sell. ° 

During his trip east Wanger has 
negotiated for some story material. 
His visit, however, was primarily 
to be present at the before-trial ex- 
amination of Adolph Zukor. No 
date has been set for the trial of 
this action which is one for al- 
leged breach of contract between 
Wanger and Paramount. 





Playwright as P.A. 


Reginald Lawrence, whose play, 
‘Men Must Fight,’ is current at the 
Lyceum, New York, has _ joined 
Radio’s publicity department as as- 
sistant to Rutgers Neilson. 

Lawrence succeeds John O’Hara 
who recently resigned. 





CONTEST WINNER OUT 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Helen Robinson, winner of the 
‘Miss Sweetness’ contest, and who 





had six months contract at Metro, 
is out. 
Changes Departments 
Lenn Daly has been added to 
Paramount's foreign publicity staff. 
He was dropped by Paramount's 
h. 0. publicity department about 





} two weeks ago. 
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FREE LANCING STAGE SHOWS 





Nuisance Cost of Censors Remains 
Despite Numerous Chi Reversals 


+ 


Oct. 31. 

Almost as inexplicabiy as it was 
first banned ‘Okay America’ (U) 
Was passed last week. Order to 
countermand the censors came from 
Mayor Cermak’s office. 

Meanwhile, about five weeks’ de- 
lay threw the Universal release 
schedule out of gear. Picture has 
in the interim played a number of 
downstate dates, although none near 
Chicago. It was originally set for 
the RKO Palace here, and will prob- 


Chicago, 


ably be so booked. 

Although turned—down by the 
censors on a claim of gunplay, the 
picture went through last week 
without a single cut and unpinked. 


Then there are Metro's ‘Faithless’ 
and Warner's “Three on a Match,’ 
banned in toto two weeks ago. These 
with both 


films are still that way 
distribs confident, however, that 
they can ultimately persuade the 
city of the inocuousness of their 
pictures. 

Tiffany’s ‘Party Girl’ never did 


get by the censors here and al- 
though the fight has been taken to 
higher courts the picture, now over 
two years old, will be practically 
worthless in the event of a victory. 
Mayor Annoyed 

The Chicago censor thing was and 
is a nuisance that penalizes the 
picture companies thousands of 
dollars annually in lost or postponed 
play dates and legal fees. Invari- 
ably Mayor Cermak, or officials 
deleguted by him, not only pass the 
films in question but can’t under- 
stand why the censors ban them. 
Mayor Cermak is reported to have 
become quite peeved on several oc- 
because of the wasting of 
his time required to render some 
common sense against the asinine 
decisions of the censor board, 

Censors are generally thought to 
have been whipped on the major 
issues here and the forcing out of 
Pinkie Zeigler, mutilater of hun- 
dreds of features, was a victory for 
the industry. At the same time, 
however, the industry lost the one 
sympathetic member of the board, 
Miss Frankie James, former per- 
former. However, the remaining 
five members are still capable of 
causing plenty of grief and expense 
to the exchanges. 


Picture Making Facts 
Compiled for Dailies 


casions 


By U Publicity Head 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

So that the presentation of facts 
concerning pictures by the news- 
papers will not be a guessing game 
John LeRoy Johnston, publicity 
chief at Universal, has prepared a 
series of questions and answers on 
Subjects about which the public is 
inquisitive. 


Highlights of the questionnaire) 











Radio’s Silent Writers 


‘Actor Groups Forming 

Radio intends to place the Units, Selling Themselves 
responsibility of writing its 

future screen material on the to Local Managements, 


Hollywood 


shoulders of those Now Free to Experiment 


writers who mostly have had - 

silent experience. This step with Stage Shows—Half 
is rather than to continue to Dozen Shows Forming or 
experiment with imports from 


the ~tage and fiction fields in Action Now 

M. G. Whitman, one of Dave 
Selznick’s aides, is now com- 
piling a list of all writers lo- 
cated in Hollywood with full 
information as to pictures they 
have worked on and results at 
the boxoffice. List will be used 
as a guide in the employment 
of future scribblers. 


Grand Jury Gets 








RADIO SALES POINT 





Several headliners have seized 
upon the decentralization movement 
| now going on among the circuits 
| as an opportune time to get out and 
do some trail blazing on their own. 
Motivated by the belief that the re- 
turn of the theatre’s operation to 
the manager on the spot opens the 
way for a try at bringing back 
vaudeville, these acts have put to- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
' 
| 











taken them on tour. 
Others are on the verge of start- 





Austin, who has gathered together 
a five-act bill for debut in Wheel- 


om 
Morrison Trust 
© 
Suit to Study: 
‘ing, W. Va., next Tuesday (8). 
| With the dictation of what enter- 


With the first of 20 anti-trust; tainment should go into a house a 
suits against the major film com-j|thousand miles away out of the 
panies being referred by the Federal| hands of the circuit home office, 
court to the district attorney's of-/|there is an opportunity pre- 
fice, the Hays Organization has put! sented to the local 
detectives to work on some of the/ these acts see it, to work out his 
other suits. individual stage show problems. 

The action which A. C. Morrison! By being free to do his own book- 
filed three years ago ended abruptly | ings he will be able to experiment 
last Tuesday (25), in the third week/ and find out what type of enter- 
of its trial in Hartford when the (Continued on page 39) 


court directed a verdict for the de- 
fendants. Hays attorneys notified 
S. R. Kent and Al Lichtman that ° + . 
- le-I WI 
W. U. mm Sniping 
Election Crowd 





they wouldn’t have to testify the 
following day Lecause the court had 
impounded the evidence for perusal 
by a grand jury. 

The $1,000,000 Morrison action 
ran into complications when Ed 
Rafferty, counsel for United Artists, 
and sitting in with Gabe Hess and 
other industry lawyers, became sus- 
picious of the apparent newness of 
theatre books which had been de- 





scribed by Morrison as being five 
years old. 
Rafferty consulted a paper spe- Los Angeles, Oct. 81 


In the face of what will probably 


cialist in Boston and the trial led 
be the greatest election night in- 


New 


to a paper manufacturer in 

Hampshire. From the testimony] terest in many years, Fox West 
then given it appeared that Mor-| Coast has made a deal with West- 
rison couldn’t have assigned the! ern Union, whereby direct wires will 


lease of A. C. Morrison, the individ-|be run into four local first-run 
ual, to A. C., Morrison, president of| houses, and around 20 in the sub- 
the Majestic Theatre Corp., Hart-| urban districts, for complete bulle- 
ford, in April, 1927, because the 
paper on which the document was 
written wasn’t manufactured until 


April of 19390. 
slippers that night for a ringside 


RADIO STARTING FOUR 
IN NEXT T TWO ee a, ie Se Cees oe 


and local returns, 

Election night service will be pre- 
sold by trailers and newspaper pub- 
licity a full week in advance, in an 
attempt to induce patrons to taboo 
the easy chair and the bedroom 








showman, as) 











gether their own specialty units and | 


ing out, among them being Gene! 




















tin service covering national, state) 











‘CHAIN BA A IP Paramount Driven to 234, Rallies 
ENTERING WEDGE 


To 3; Volume Near 35,000 Shares; 
Trading at Low Ebb for the Year 











+ cntananietaianeniliinal 
oF 7 
Yesterday’s Prices By AL GREASON 
jcammaiedibe A belated selling drive on Para- 
Net : : a tae 
Sales High. Low. Last.chge mount, presumably relating to the 
oe 4 - 8% % M6—- resignation of Sam Katz, began at 
400 East. K... 51%; b+ 4 the very outset of yesterday’s 
ow Fox ... ° 2% 7 = 1, : a 
3.800 Leow . 26% — % (Mon.) trading and carried through 
[1.800 Par oe | — % ; : 
800 RKO ..... a3, C— & until around noon when prices stood 
5.500 RCA ...... 6% + % 
3.100 W. B . Be at a new low on the movement at 
Bonds 2%. 
$3.000 Keith .... 40 40 40 Thereafter support came in and 
Ry — Mag 7. + th 7. . the bulk of dealings was done for 
) ir- . ° He) , ‘ one . 
100) RKO . %& 75 730 C(4 the rest of the day at 3, represent- 
Curb ing a net loss of about half a point 
1,000 T: tee 8% «8% from Saturday’s final. 
lon eal ~- 1% 1% 1% What happened apparently was 
that Saturday's test selling found a 








firm defense for the time being and 
bears _ retired. Renewed attack 
yesterday was more determined and 
the sponsors gave way for the time 
being until the force of the assault 
was partly exhausted, picking up 
the counter move from a lower level. 
Turnover was around 35,000 shares, 
and as indicating the scope of the 
engagement, large lots changed 
hands, one transaction of 3,500 be- 
(Continued on page 39) 


son 000 in Sack, 
Bischoff, Kelly 
Stick with KBS 


‘Champ’ and ‘Emma’ 
Get Triple Break at 
F-WC Awards Shows 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
With a full week's daily change 
of program, made up exclusively of 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Assured that KBS would have 
sufficient financing for the remain- 
der of its program, Sam Bischoff 
and Burt Kelly have put their 
names on contracts — them 
with the company until May 2, 1934. 
Through E. W. Sammons, $600,- 
000 has been obtained to make eight 
remaining features and three Ken 





Maynard westerns. ‘Uptown New | features and shorts nominated for 
York,’ just completed, is included| ,wara by the Academy, Fox West 
in the eight. Chase bank and Em-| @oact jg reopening the Criterion 
pire Trust Co. are handling the| noy 109 for seven days only on a 
money. — two-a-day policy. Two features 

Bischoff had been offered @ Con-/| ang a short will make up each of 


tract last May when assuming pro- | the 14 performances with afternoon 


duction charge for KBS but left it| shows starting at 2:15 and eve- 
unsigned, nings at 8:15. 

Pictures are for World Wide re- Two of the feature nominations 
lease but after completing this | «phe Champ’ and ‘Emma’ acaw 
year’s program KBS may align! three showings each. Others get 
vith another distributing company. | one or two performances, with 


Mickey Mouse also sharing in the 
dual exhibition. 
Daily program follows: 
Thursday, Nov. 10—(Mat) ‘The 
Guardsman,’ ‘Sereen Souvenirs,’ 
‘The Champ’; (night) ‘Bad Giri,’ 
‘Music Box,’ ‘One Hour With You.’ 


F-WC OFFERS STAGES 
TO SENATE NOMINEES 





cine Anwolen Oct. S, Friday — (Mat) ‘Transatlantic,’ 

: Sennett's ‘Rustlin’ S sh,’ Smil- 

Rob Collier, F-WC press agent, is}. , ,. Ss eee eee 

Ee , in’ Lieutenant’; (night) ‘Shanghai 
negotiating with Tallant Tubbs, . - aa 

Loudmouth,’ ‘A 


| Express,’ comedy 


William Gibbs McAdoo and the| vou, La Liberte’ 
tev, Robert P. Shuler, candidates| ~ Suturiey «< (Mat) ‘a seatetia> 
fi ’r S. Senate = $ Kae : , 
for the U. S. Senate on the Repub-| «tout Hearts And Willing Hands,’ 
lican, Democratic and Prohibition ‘Emma’; (night) ‘Emma,’ novelty 
tickets respectively, for a one night ‘Swing High,’ “The Gunvtsman* 

uppearance each between now and Seem tiaw -(Mat) ‘Champ,’ psn ae 
election day at both the United ‘Flowers And Trees, ‘Jekyll and 
Artists (downtown) and the Pan- Hyde’: (night) ‘Transatlantic.’ 
tages, Hollywood. ‘Rustlin’ Swordfish,’ ‘Smilin’ Lieu- 


Idea is to have each candidate 
make a brief political address from 


tenant.’ 


Monday—(Mat) ‘A Nous La Lib- 





touch upon the source of story ma- in for good measure, the stage with each appearance] ote cartoon ‘Mickey's Orphana’ 
terial, number of yarns read an- Hollywood, Oct. 31 | Bulletin service will be started in| preceded by an old time torch-light| «star Witness’: (ni cht) (Mas 1 in 
ae ry oscengt PeCeTneities, ae~ Four features are scheduled ‘to | all houses around 3:80 p. m. on elec- | parade including bands, ete. Collier Claudet,’ ‘Music Box ’ ‘mune’ = 
peg sdicalng ee oe onl eteet at Radio within the next two | tion day, to take care of the early figures that with interest in the Tuesday—( Mat) ‘Lady and Gent,’ 
oy a ’ . weeks. First to get under way will | returns from the east, and will con- | California senatorial race at fever! cartoon ‘It's Got Me Again’ ‘Five 
prontam flims Ss ene eee be ‘Sweepings’ (Lionel Barrymore),| tinue until midnight, heat the public will turn out to see/ star Final’: (night) ‘Jekyll and 
pa li cage ee tcl with John Cromwell megging. | Similar deals are being worked) the undidates in action at the the-| fryde,’ ‘Flowers And Trees,’ “The 
editors. | Starting date is Nov. 10. j out in the San Francisco and other | atres Champ.’ 
Other three to get off on Noy.| divisions of the circult. Many! ete —— Wednesday — (Mat) ‘Madelon 
ea em 15 are ‘Topaze,’ John Barrymore | other circuit and indie houses here ‘ ° | Claudet,’ ‘It's Got Me Again,’ ‘What 
Coast Auto Financiers starred and Harry d'’Arrast direct-| will also provide special election re- | Tendress for Shearer | Price Hollywood’; (night) ‘Shang- 
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L A. Has Headaches and Alibis 
For the Bad Trade; Lloyd Poor. 
$13,000; ‘Rackety’ Sold Wrong 


os 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Many a local operator wishes this 
week that he had a padded cell so 
those box office figures would not 
kick him around. Figures are brutal 
with possibly one exception which 
is not hot. Boys lay the ‘calamity’ 
spell to most anything they can 
think of, those with stage shows 
claiming ‘election’ and benefits and 
those without, that the tariff looks 
too high to the public for first runs 
without live talent on the platform. 


Biggest surprise is the poor show- 
ing of ‘Movie Crazy,’ the Harold 
Lloyd opus, at the State. ‘Madi- 
son Square’ at the Paramount also 
off to bad start which will cause 
plenty of red ink to be used on the 
books here, 

‘Life Begins’ started off with a $2 
top premiere, that had all the War- 
ner help out in force and brought 
in $2,600 for the performance. Then 
trade sloughed off at the regular 
scale the second day. 

‘Washington Merry - Go - Round’ 
started slowly but building to $7,500. 
‘Rackety-Rax’ at the United Artists 
and Pantages shared a _ similar 
jump-off fate, but collapsed com- 
pletely, instead of building. 


Estimates for This Week 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70)— 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN) and 
vaudeville. Paced for a strong $11,- 
000. Last week ‘Successful Calam- 
ity’ (WB) had a kind of feeble ses- 
sion for this Arliss product, around 
$7,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75)— 
‘Life Begins’ (WB). Off to gala 
premiere and should turn $14,500, 
good. Last week ‘The Crash’ (FN), 
Chatterton-Brent combo, very luke- 
warm here, as $10,500 indicates. 

Pantages (Fox) (2,700; 25-65)— 
*‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox), and stage 
show. Selling this one from the 
gangster angle knocks pegs out 
from under a corking good screen 
entertainment which will mean only 
$9,500, poor. Last week ‘Red Dust’ 
(Metro), with only four showings a 
day, had excellent week under new 
first run policy at $17,100. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10)—‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par) and stage show. Femme ap- 
peal out here, so most to be expect- 
ed around $12,000. Last week ‘Night 
After Night’ (Par) at $12,500 was 
a heavy loss for house. 

RKO (2,950; 25-55)—‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Just aver- 
age, $7,500. Last week ‘Bill of Di- 
vorcement’ (Radio) ambled along at 
fair gait to less than $8,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65)— 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Lloyd comedy 
very disappointing at $13,000. Last 
week ‘Smilin’ Through’ (Metro), sec- 
ond week, too much of strain, as it 
waltzed out with only $10,500, 

United Artists (Fox) (2,100; 25- 
65)—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Same as Pan, campaign not 
inducive to the femme trade with 
$7,500, plenty crimson. Last week 
‘Red Dust’ (Metro), showing five 
and six times daily with four stage 
shows, came through with flying 
colors at $17,135. ; 


‘FAITHLESS’ TOPS N. 0., 
11G; ‘GIRL, ‘LADY,’ 106 


New Orleans, Oct. 31. 

Light fare currently with ‘Faith- 
less,’ in which Tallulah Bankhead at 
last crashes through, the most im- 
portant item. But by and large all 
along the line biz is only fair or 
worse. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,000; 60)—‘Faith- 
less’ (M-G). Montgomery -Bankhead 
combination clicks in this one, but 
Tallulah has had so many flops this 
will only get $11,000. Last week 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) $15,000. 

Saenger (3,400; 25-35-50)—‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox). Eilers and Lyon 
are becoming too familiar with their 
routine and this one will go into the 
red at $10,000. Last week ‘Red Dust’ 
(M-G) drew $14,000, nice, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-50) 
--Night Club Lady’ (Col). Being 
helped to $10,000 by Marcus Revue. 





Last week ‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) 
to floppo $8,000. 

St. Charles (2,00: 25) — ‘Fulse 
Faces.’ Opening helped by St. | 
Charles street merchants seeking to 
bring business back to the street, 
first week will be $1,500. Returns | 


light after gala opening. 
Tudor (800; 35)—‘Hot Saturday’ 
(Par). Hot title, but Nancy Carroll 
not so hot here; around $1,700. 
‘Night After Night’ 


week (Par) 


$2,200. 


Last | 





RED DUST’ AT $37,000 
PROVES DETROIT TONIC 


Detroit, Oct. 31, 

Only attraction to do compara- 
tively satisfactory business in 
mofiths is ‘Red Dust,’ which is pack- 
ing them in at the Michigan. ‘Red 
Dust’ follows attractions like ‘Movie 
Crazy,’ which preceded it and was 
pulled after six days for an all time 
low at this house, 

For the past three months nothing 
seemed to snap the public out of its 
lethargy but the Gable-Harlow 
combo supplied the spark to start 
them coming for an eight-day week 
that proves something again about 
the law of supply and demand. 

‘Strange Interlude’s’ second week 
is mild but it may go into a third 
week, however, and still satisfactory 
for a prestige picture. 

Gilda Gray is shaking that thing 
at the Fox this week, coupled with 
‘Night Club Lady’ on the screen, 
for a mild week. 
‘Big Broadcast’ at the U. A. was 
mild for its first week and the sec- 
ond stanza is merely a stop-gap un- 
til another picture becomes avail- 
able. ‘Rain’ follows. 
‘Washington Merry - Go - Round’ 
proves to be merely another political 
yarn and the femmes only want pol- 
itics if it includes sex. Without it 
the women just won't go. 
Last week Mme. Schumann-Heink 
was the draw at the Fox and did 
a fair week at $20,000. The Michi- 
gan pulled ‘Movie Crazy’ after six 
days and a pitiful $15,000. ‘All 
American’ at the Downtown fell to 
poor $6,500 last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (4,045; 15-35-55-72-75)— 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G), and stage show. 
Wow biz, $37,000. Last week ‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par) poor $15,000 in six 
days; jerked a-day ahead of time. 
Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—‘Night Club 
Lady’ (Fox), and Gilda Gray in per- 
son. So-so at $18,000. Last week 
‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) and Mme. 
Schumann-Heink fair $20,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-25-55-72-75)— 
‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) and stage show. 
Mild $9,500. Last week ‘Night 
After Night’ (Par) fair at $12,200. 

United Artists (2,018; 15-35-55- 
72-75)—Big Broadcast’ (Par) (2d 
week). Eased off sharply, $7,000. 
Last week, good $17,400. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55)— 
‘Washington Merry - Go - Round’ 
(Col). Fair $7,500. Last week ‘All 
American’ (U), poor $6,500. 

Paramount (2,448; 15-25-55)—Vir- 
tue’ (RKO). Very poor $2,000. Last 
week ‘They Call It Sin’ (WB), weak 
at $3,000. 


‘GARDEN, 146, MONT'L; 
NORMA’S STRONG 2D WK 


Montreal, Oct. 31. 

Norma Shearer, native daughter, 
did her bit, and the film went over 
on its own account to big money for 
this city when ‘Smilin’ Through’ hit 
high levels at $14,500 at the Palace 
last week, and is retained currently 
when it should realize another $12,- 
006. Crowds lining up a block on 
main street first three days were 
repeated again this week end. 

Capitol has the usual brace, of 
which ‘One Way Passage’ should 
beter last week’s figures. Loew’s 
will put over ‘Madison Square Gar- 
den,’ trailers of which last week got 
plenty word-of-mouth boosting, and 
better than average vaude bill for 
a $14,000 gross, 

His Majesty’s goes back to French 
operetta, with local company having 
heavy subscription list, which 
should get $7,000 at $1.50 top. Nabes 
SO0-SO. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
$1.50). French operettas. Big sub- 
scription list will lift gross to $7,000. 
Last week ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (legit) 
good at $11,000. 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60)—Smilin’ 
Through’ (MG) (2d week). Will 
likely run over $10,000 after strong 
$14,500 last week. 














Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60)—‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB) and ‘Cabin in 
the Cotton’ (WB). Nice bill that 
should hit $12,000. Last week ‘Hat 
Check Girl (Fox) and ‘Passport to 
| Hell’ (Fox), $11,000. 
| Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65)—‘Madison } 
Square Garden’ (Par) and vaude. 
| Good for $14,000. Last week ‘Chand- 
| hu’ (Fox) and vaude $13,000, 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 35-60) 
| ‘Sporting Age’ (Col) and ‘By Whose | 

| Hand’ (Col). Should be good at $8 
} 000. Last week ‘Night Like This’ 


N. H. HOLDS UP 


‘Nite After Nite’ $10,000, ‘Rax’ $8,500, 
Ash Helping 


New Haven, Oct. 31. 

College drops vaude currently and 
goes into double feature first run 
policy. Vaude flopped after several 
weeks’ tryout. 

Town is witnessing a succession 
of footballs films these days with a 
rush to unload first. 

No confirmation yet that the 
Roger Sherman will bring in vaude. 

Paul Ash breaking in a new band 
act at the Palace got nice reception 
and helped biz. 


Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40-60) 
—Night After Night’ (Par) and 
unit. Maybe $10,000, nice. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), $11,100, 
big. 

Palace (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) and Paul Ash 
band. Indicates good $8,500. Last 
week ‘All American’ (U) and ‘Wash. 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col), okay at 
$8,000. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Rain’ (UA) and ‘Crooked Cir- 
cle.’ Looks like nice $6,000. Last 
week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and 
‘Crusoe’ (UA) good for $5,000. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Faithless’ (M-G) and ‘That’s My 
Boy’ (Col). Opens new policy for 
fair $2,500. Last week ‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox) and vaude got same figure. 


Red Dust’ Tops 
Balto, $18,000 


Baltimore, Oct. 31. 

It’s all up to the pictures through- 
out the town this week; there’s lit- 
tle that can be hoped for from the 
stage attractions at the vaudfilmers. 
At the Hippodrome, ‘Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ will have to do the business. 
While this house hardly figures as 
catering to that type of audience 
which would go for the classy ‘Di- 
vorecement,’ the flicker is showing 
signs of bringing swank trade into 
this house. The exceptional notices 
helped. 
Century holds nothing strong, 
screen or stage, and it'll mean a 
fair week at best. Evident that 
George Raft is not strong enough 
yet to carry a picture on his own, 
nor is Mae West known to the pic- 
ture mob, all of which deracts from 
‘Night After Night.’ On the stage 
there’s a trio of semi-strong names, 
Dorothy Jordan, Ann Pennington 
and Charles Judels. All together 
they'll hold the house to the profits, 
but nothing to write home office 
about. 
Parade of the week is led by ‘Red 
Dust,’ on the gs. a. strength of that 
Gable-Harlow combination. Evi- 
dent that Harlow’s draw is, if any- 
thing, stronger, 
‘Maedchen in Uniform’ opens to- 
day (31) at the legit Auditorium. 
Seems certain of the class biz, but 
is hoping for whispers about the 
‘verboten’ angle to build the gen- 
eral effect. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-35- 
55-66-75)—Night After Night’ (Par) 
and vaude. Perhaps $16,000 on the 
session, which means a fair week 
for a fair show. Previously was a 
socko at $21,900 on the Jessel-Tal- 
madge stage combo, with ‘Faithless’ 
(M-G). 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-55-66-75)—‘Divorcement’ (Ra- 
dio) and vaude. Sammy Cohen and 
Baby Rose Marie are accounting for 
the stage part of the draw. Picture’s 
class depending plenty on notices, 
which it got, and for that reason 
alone will figure to garner profitable 
$11,000. Previous week Mills Bros. 
and ‘Strange Justice’ (Radio) was 
hallelujah at $18,100. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40)—‘All American’ (U). Depend- 
ing on the male trade for grosses 
currently, and that sort of business 
is not plentiful for pictures on the 
main stem. Maybe $5,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Night of June 13’ (Par) 
gave house one of the best figures 
of year at $8,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Too Busy to Work’ (Fox). Will 
Rogers’ loyal mob enough to hold 
gross up nicely at $6,000. Last week 
‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) mediocre at 
$3,800. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,400; 25-35- 
55-66-75)—‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Tak- 
ing the blue ribbon without a strug- 
gle; big femme pull. Easily for $18,- 
000, a lotta coin. ‘Big Brother’ 
(Par) nose-dived last week to a dis- 
appointing $12,800. 








Red Dust, Chicago, $36,000, Good: 
State-Lake $18,000 with ‘Lifetime 





K. C.’S NATIVE HARLOW 
WHAMS ‘DUST’ TO 216’S 


Kansas City, Oct. 31. 

Loew’s Midland is celebrating its 
fifth anniversary this week and the 
crowds are flocking to see K. C.’s 
own Jean Harlow, in ‘Red Dust.’ 
Picture was given extraordinary 
newspaper publicity and with the 
exclusive tag hung on it, the open- 
ing was the best for any picture in 
weeks, 

The RKO Mainstreet’s ‘Bill of Di- 
vorcement’ will catch the Barry- 
moreites, while the F & M unit 
‘Riviera’ and the added Estelle Tay- 
lor in person will draw the others. 
House is in for a fair week. 

The Newman is also good for a 
nice gross with ‘Blessed Event,’ 
which George Baker has given all 
kinds of sweet publicity. One of his 
brilliant ideas was the running of a 
snappy reader immediately follow- 
ing Walter Winchell’s column in the 
local paper. Theatre has installed 
candy vending machines, and they 
are getting a nice play, and in ad- 
dition the management is serving 
tea on the mezzanine. 

Starting Friday the Mainstreet re- 
turned to its 35 and 50c scale for the 
night shows. This is a reduction 
from 40 and 60, which went into ef- 
fect several weeks ago. This week 
also marks the last of the regular 
EF & M units. 

The past week was spotty; some 
of the days good and the others 
weak, Political campaign has cer- 
tainly caused a great loss to the 
theatres. 

Wednesday the downtown mer- 
chants pulled another ‘Down Town 
Day,’ and with the assistance of the 
street car company got thousands 
into the retail district. The tran- 
sit company gave free transporta- 
tion on both cars and buses, until 
10:30 and the vehicles were loaded. 
Theatres reaped a nice harvest dur- 
ing the day. 

Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 
‘Sporting Age’ (Col). Good title for 
this house and it’s getting a fair 


grind trade. Looks like $2,800. 
Last week ‘Woman from Monte 
Carlo’ (FN), $2,300. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—Bill of Divorcement’ (Radio) 


and stage show, ‘Riviera,’ and Es- 
telle Taylor, added feature. Nicely 
diversified bill for all and business 
should run to fair $16,000. Last 
week ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
(Col) and ‘Irene,’ F. & M. tab, same. 
Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Harlow and 
Gable a pair of naturals. Picture 
is an exclusive and the fans are 
commencing to believe the an- 
nouncements that the exclusives will 
not be shown in any other local the- 
atre. Should get big $21,000. Last 
week ‘Faithless’ (M-G), while given 
nice reviews failed to make the 
showing expected, $12,600. 
Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Blessed Event’ (WB). No let- 
up in the publicity here and looks 
good for $10,000, fair. Last week 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), big $17,000. 


‘NIGHT’-RADIO NAMES, 
BIG $43,000, B’KLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 31. 
Again radio talent is the big draw 
around here where Paramount has 
standing lines with Guy Lombardo, 
3urns and Allen, Donald Novis, Ru- 
binoff and Jesse Crawford on the 
stage. Other deluxers quiet this 

week, with the Albee second best. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75-85) 
—‘Night After Night’ (Par) and 
radio stars on stage. Bringing best 
business in 10 weeks and should get 
week 








an excellent $43,000. Last 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) slipped to a 
had $25,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Six 
Hours to Live’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Below expectations with a 


mild $15,000 in offing. Last week a 


a 





Chicago, Oct. 31, 

State-Lake seems aimed for a nice 
week with ‘Once in a Lifetime’ anq 
following last week's encouraging 
$16,000 it would seem that hetter 
shows are going to mean better biz, 
despite the hoist in prices which 
divided opinion locally as to the 
probably effectiveness of the new 
policy. 

‘Strange Interlude’ at $1.50 top 
opened last night (Sunday) at the 
Apollo, advertised as ‘five hours of 
thrills packed into two hours.’ Stage 


version has played Chicago three 
times. 
Roosevelt, the chameleon of the 


loop, is first running currently with 
‘Payment Deferred.’ This house flitg 
back and fourth from fourth to first 
runs and prize fight pictures tossed 
in between. It’s Chicago’s most vere 
satile house, 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (UBO) (1,300; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Strange _ Interlude’ (1st week), 
Opened Sunday. Not much advance 
sale, but opened well, 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 40-65-83) 
—‘Red Dust’ (M-G) and stage show. 
Next to last unit for B&K by Leon 
Leonidoff, who leaves for Radio 
City. This week Harlow-Gable 
combo seems likely to kite gross to 
$36,000, best in weeks. Last week 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) around $34,< 
000, okay. 





McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 40-65- 
75)—'Smilin’ Thrw’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Looks worth $17,000 on sec- 


ond week. First week got $23,500. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-83) 
—‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and stage 
show. House has the jitters. Week 
after week hitting lowest figures in 
its history. Not $17,000 for this one 
and last week ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox) scarcely more, 

Palace (RKO) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Not expected to get that exe 
tra push this week. Look for $21,- 
000 against last week’s pleasant 
$25,000 with ‘Washington Merry-Go- 


Round’ (Col) and Fred Stone. 
State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 35-55- 
75)—Once in a Lifetime’ (U) and 


vaude. May brush $18,000. Started 
well over week-end. Last week 
house was punching $16,000, best 
figure in two months. 

United Artists (‘B&K) (1,700; 35- 
55-75) —Rain’ (UA) (2d week). 
Opened well, but comment not fa- 
vorable and Joan Crawford, local 
fav, not liked by fans in role. Sece- 
ond week only $7,500. First week 
got $21,200, good. 


NEWARK FEELS GLUM: 
‘ALL AMERICAN’ $11,000 


Newark, Oct. 31. 

Only real hits will draw real busf- 
ness and there seems to be no place 
for a programmer. Few films hold 
up for a whole week. Many are 
blaming the election. 

Only ‘All American,’ at the Brane 
ford, looks like money this week at 
maybe better than $11,000. 


Estimates for This Week 





Branford (WE) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘All American’ (U). Timely football 
film shouldn’t do less than fine 
$11,000. Last week’s ‘One Way Pas- 


sage’ (WB) fair at $9,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—‘Chanduw’ (Fox) and “They Call It 
Sin’ (FN). Weakness of the Fox 
second run may hurt, but should get 
its usual $5,000. Last week ‘Tiger 
Shark’ (WB) and ‘Crooked Circle’ 
(W-W) strong at $5,800. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Ivan 
the Terrible’ (Amkino) and ‘Killing 
to Live’ (Amkino). Ought to pull 
up to $1,100. Last week ‘Monte 
Carlo Madness’ (Ufa) and ‘Kalhari’ 
(Principal) fell off to a bad $750. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 15-65)—‘Mr. 
Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). A little bete 
ter with $9,000. Last week ‘Downe 
stairs’ (M-G) weak at under $7,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-55)— 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and ‘Crusader.’ 
Closes Monday mat. for Mr. Hoover, 
but this will make little difference 
in the gross, which probably won’t 
be $3,000. Last week ‘Hell's Highe- 


way’ (Radio) and ‘Successful Cae- 
lamity’ (WB) bad at $3,000. 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15 





bad $10,000 with ‘Blame the Wom- 
an’ (Fox). 

_ Albee (2,500; 25-35-50-75)—‘Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round (Col) and 
vaude. May get $25,000. Last week 
‘13 Women’ (RKO) fair at under 
$20,000, 


(3,000; 25-35-50-65) 


Metropolitan 





(British) and ‘Blue Danube’ (Brit- | 
ish) fair at $6,500. 

Imperial (Franco Film) (1,900; 
28-40)—‘La Fille et le Garcon’ 


(French), $2,000. Last week ‘Le Ser- | 
geant X’ (French) $1,750. | 


- . ~ ss | 
Cinema de Paris (Franco Film) 





- | (600; 25-50)—‘Croix du Sud’ | 

|}(French) and ‘Erreur Judiciaire’ 

(French). About $1,200. Same fig- | 
jure for ‘Monsieur Albert’ (French) 

| last week. 5 


land 


}son 


—“Divoree in the Family’ (M-G), } 
Molly Picon heading vaude. 
at $18,000. Last week ‘Robin- | 
(UTA) 
$20,000, j 
Strand 35-50)—‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB). Should do a} 
fair $12,000. ‘Cabin in the Cotton’ | 
(WRB) o. k. last week at $14,300. 


Slow 
disappointing at | 


Crusoe’ 


(2,000: oF . 


66)—'‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par). 
Presages c_ly $5,090. Last week 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) fine at $11,900. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-65)— 
‘Thirteen Women’ (Radio). Book 
name may mean better than $9,500, 


| House may go double features in 
|; two weeks. Last week ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round (Col) okay at 
$9,600. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-55) 
—6 Hours to Live’ (Fox). No reas 
son why it shouldn’t pull up the 
zross. Hopes for $6,000. Last week 
‘King Murder’ (Monogram) and 
‘Golden West’ (Fox) fell down with 
$3,780. 


’ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








VARIETY 9 





Lloyd, $12,000; Hotel’ $16,000, Both 
~ Big Among Dull London Grosses 


London, Oct. 20. 

West End picture theatres have 
done badly the last few weeks, with 
exhibitors finding new alibi in ac- 
cusing lay press of unreasonable 
slugging. This is ridiculous, par- 
ticularly in the case of British films 
where, in most instance, the lay 
press has sinned in overpartiality. 

Real reason is with few excep- 
tions product, both American and 
British. It has been far from sat- 
isfactory. yenerally around this 
time begins release of good product, 
but this is not evidenced thus far. 

However, business is expected to 
be on the upgrade this week, due to 
the annual Motor Show, with hotels 
already crowded. 

Estimate Grosses for Week 

Capitol—‘The Lodger’ (Twicken- 
ham Films), very disappointing, 
with week’s gross around $6,000. 
Gaumont British, owners of house, 
wanted Universal's ‘Old Dark House’ 
to replace, but Universal’s office 
here claimed not given sufficient 
time to boost picture. ‘Down to 
Earth’ replaced for one week, with 
‘Dark House’ following. 

Carlton— ‘Movie Crazy’ doing 
splendidly around $12,000, which is 
practically capacity minus two 
shows devoted to trade showing. 
Next week’s grosses will improve, 
and picture likely four weeks or 
even longer. Harold Lloyd’s London 
visit great help. 

Dominion—‘Attorney for Defense’ 
holding over second week, with 
management claiming first week’s 
grosses $12,000. No doubt house 
gradually being put on map since 
United Artists-Columbia  pre-re- 
lease policy. Understood U. A.’s 
contract with management for five 
months now exténded to June, 1932, 
with further options. 

Empire — ‘Skyscraper Souls’’ 
week's gross around $16,000, which 
about average. House experiencing 
dearth of real Metro product. ‘Pack 
Up Your Troubles’ and ‘His Wife’s 
Mother’ (B. L. P.) now current. 

Marble Arch Pavilion—‘Thark’ 
(British & Dominion’), second West 
End pre-release, averaging $4,500. 
Will stick till Oct. 23, when Ufa’s 
‘Tempest,’ starring Emil Jannings, 
which has overcome English censor 
troubles, replaces. 

New Gallery—Wedding Rehearsal’ 
(London Film Productions), finished 
fortnight to $8,000 average, which is 
fair. ‘Leap Year’ (British & Do- 
minion) now current, but only for 
short run, as picture only starring 
Tom Walls, with Ralph Lynn, his 
former associate, sadly missed. 

Palace—‘Grand Hotel’ undoubted- 
ly real season’s smash, having most 
talk of any film in years. Now in 
third week, averaging $16,000, vir- 
tually capacity. Libraries in for 
$5,200 per week. Picture is for eight 
weeks, and will not stay longer, as 
Metro’s figure longer stay must ad- 


. versely affect general release. 


Plaza—‘Crooner’ over $11,000, 

which fair and up to average. Out 
after one week, with ‘Night of June 
13’ now current, 
_ Regal—‘Successful Calamity’ in 
second week, which justifiable, as 
first week’s grosses around $12,000, 
which good figure for this house. 
Picture even talked of for third 
week, proving George Arliss’ popu- 
larity still undimmed. 

Rialto— ‘Back “to Nature and 
‘Lucky Girl,’ former German and 
plenty nude, now in eleventh week 
and still packing ’em in. Averaging 
around $5,000, good for this small 
capacity house. House now claim- 
ing longest run in West End. 

Tivoli— ‘First Year’ terminated 
three week’s run to $14,000 first 
week; second week $12,800, and 
third week $11,200, last disappoint- 
ing. ‘Flag Lieutenant’ now current, 
and considered best British and Do- 
minion effort to date, 


‘FAITHLESS’ PLUS DUKE 
BEST IN CAPITAL, 2326 


Washington, Oct. 31. 
Fox is on top with ‘Faithless’ with 
Duke Ellington’s band on stage. De- 
Spite air ballyhoo and ads on radio 
pages Palace will be lucky to pull 
ane with $12,000 on ‘Big Broad- 
ast.’ 








_ Earle is doing anniversary week 
With 7-act vaude and ‘Crash,’ but 
hobody is getting very excited about 
it. All houses are taking time out 
On exploitation battle which has 
been on for past month. Keith’s has 
fallen back on old gag of fortune 
teller in lobby. 
Estimates for This Week 

Earle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
0)—'Crash’ (IN) and vaude, Chat- 
terton and Brent billed as_ real 


lovers, but it looks like only $17,000. 
Last week ‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par) and circus bill flopped after 


Sunday turning in $16,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-50-70)— 
‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). Maybe $12,- 
COG. Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) 
slid by with $11,000. 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 








LINCOLN AVERAGE 


Grid Exeitement Past, Biz Lags— 
‘Broadcast,’ $3,100 








Lincoln, Oct. 31. 

Biz looks about average on the 
current opening. Will have a hard 
time equalling last week which had 
the help of college homecoming and 
the state teachers’ convention for 
the last half. Z 

Stuart will lead off to top with 
‘Big Broadcast,’ although not plug- 
ging very hard. Lincoln will run 
neck and neck with ‘Life Begins.’ 
Had a special invitation preview on 
the latter. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-25-40) 
—‘Life Begins’ (WB). Looks good 
with plenty of bally to reach $2,900. 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB), average $2,500. 

Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Six Hours’ (Fox). Slim $950. 
Last week ‘Two Against World’ 
(WB) a fair $1,050. 

State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Crooked Circle’ (U). Might reach 
$1,100, fair. Last week ‘All-Ameri- 
can’ (U) shot the works with grid- 
ders’ homecoming to nice $1,850. 

Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 


50-60) — ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par). 
Should climb to $3,100. Last week 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M*+G), $3,000, 
good. 





‘GO-ROUND,’ $20,000, 
BOSTON: ORPH GOES PIX 


Boston, Oct. 31. 

With the exception of Keith’s 
and the Boston, which continues to 
hold up well, most of the local 
houses did only so-so last week, and 
the outlook for the current week is 
nothing to rave over. 

Keith’s surprised, doing a fine 
$20,000 with ‘Bill of Divorcement’ 
last week, and seems to be main- 
taining the same pace currently 
with ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
on screen an@ Noble Sissle’s orches- 
tra heading the vaudeville. 

The Met disappointed last week 
with only $25,800 on ‘Six Hours to 
Live’ and ‘50 Million Frenchmen,’ 
stage show, and is not likely to ex- 
ceed that figure much with “Trouble 
in Paradise’ on the screen and 
Charlit Foy’s ‘Frolics’ on the stage. 

Outstanding local development is 
dropping of vaudeville by Loew’s 
Orpbeum after 19 years. The Or- 
pheum and Loew’s State will now 
show at the same time the same 
first-run pictures. Previously, the 
Orpheum used to show the State’s 
pictures after a lapse of a week, 
Several months ago, the Orpheum 
started showing big-time vaude- 
ville to try to stir up stagnant trade, 
spending as much as $8,000 per 
week. The hypodermic didn’t work, 
however, and the present arrange- 
ment resulted. ‘Smiling’ Thru’ (M- 
G) is the first picture to be shown 
simultaneously in both houses, and, 
according to reports, combined gross 
will be close to $50,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-75)— 
‘Trouble in Paradise’ (Par) and 
Charlie Foy’s ‘Frolics’ on stage. 
Running at about $26,000, which is 
little more than ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox), plus ‘40 Million Frenchmen’ 
on stage, was able to take last week 
$25,800. 

Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25-30- 
55-66)—"The Crash’ (FN). Poorly 
at only $6,000. Last week $7,300 
with ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), slow, 
but not bad for second week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)— 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Advertised 
heavily, and aided by_ vaudeville 
headed by Noble Sissle orchestra, 
running close to the fine $20,000 
grossed last week by ‘Bill of Di- 
vorcement’ (Radio). Z 

RKO Boston (4,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) and vaude. 
Doing well at likely $14,000. ‘Van- 
ity Street’ last week, with another 
RKO vaude revue, went over okay 
at $10,400. 








‘Taithless’ (M-G) and Duke Elling- 
ton. Best bet in town, and headed 
for $23,500. Last week ‘Six Hours’ 
(Fox) chalked up $22,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
60)—13 Women’ (RKO). Clever 
Looking around feature should drag 
this up to $6,900. Last week ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Col) hit $9,600. 

Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50)—‘Old 


Dark House’ (U). Bad along with | 


everybody else, but hones for $5,500. 
Last week exploitation pushed ‘Life- 
time’ (U) up to $7,000. 

Met (WB) (1,588; 25-35-50-70)— 
‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). May do $7,500. 
Seven days out of nine pulled $7,500 
for ‘Life Begins’ last week. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25-40) 
—‘Virgins of Bali’ (Prin). Public fed 
up on paradise films, but still curi- 
ous enough to set up possible $3,500. 
Last week ‘Crooked Circle,’ $3,000. 








Ghoulish 





Hollywood, Oct. $1. 

Charles Furthman, scenario 
writer, has a betting system 
all his own. He takes out a 
$10,000 insurance policy on 
practically every celeb going 
east by plane. 

This week he took out poli- 
cies on his’ brother, Jules 
Furthman, Joseph von Stern- 
berg and Joseph Manckiewicz. 
Policies are of the three day 
type, costing little. Furthman 
says he can’t help but win 
some day. 


Bhams Sunday 
Shows: Ist in 15 
Years; Biz Brisk 


—_ 











Birmingham, Oct. 31. 


Sunday shows came rolling into 
the great city of Birmingham last 
Sunday for the first time in 15 years 
in this Bible belt of the religious 
south. And the natives went after 
them in a nice manner. Nothing 
startling, but satisfactory. 

Alabama, with ‘Trouble in Para- 
dise,’ seems to be doing the trade 
this week and got most of the Sun- 


day dough. ‘Bill of Divorcement’ 
fair. 
Preachers Sunday morning 


prayed for the saving of the city 
and preached hotly against opening 
shows. Churchgoers listened to the 
sermons, went home to dinner, and 
came to town for a show. Streets 
in the downtown section were more 
crowded Sunday afternoon than 
ever before in the history of the 
city. 

Alabama changes to Sunday open- 
ings and Ritz next week starts 
openings on Friday. Merritt houses, 
effective Sunday, announced re- 
duced scale in balconies, with mati- 
nee prices prevailing at all time; 
also Sunday opening. 

As the natives get used to Sunday 
shows, and as soon as they forget 
about preachers’ warnings, the 
shows should do better. It is be- 
lieved that it will take time to ac- 
custom the people to Sunday shows, 
as has been the experience in other 
towns. Everything is hotsy-totsy 
now, and B’ham now comes out of 
the class of a hick town. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40) — ‘Trouble in Paradise’ 
(Par). Great Sunday opening and a 
fair week on program; $7,500. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par) wowed 
for neat $8,400. 

Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ (Radio). Pretty 
good business Sunday and headed 
for nice $4,000. Last week ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ (Col) was pulled after 
three days of not-so-good business 
and ‘13 Women’ (Radio) replaced 
for $3,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par). New price 
in line with Alabama at all times; 
twe bits balcony, so-so week $2,- 
900. Last week ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ (Par) about same. 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 
‘Night After Night’ (Par). 


20-39)— 
Mild at 


$1,400. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox), 
$1,500. 
Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 


‘Rider of Death Valley’ (U). Per- 
centage basis and mopping up, $900. 
Last week ‘Divorce in Family’ (Par) 
fair $750. 


BUFFALO DULL; ‘RAIN’ 
OUT FRONT AT $10,000 


Buffalo, Oct. 31. 

All’s quiet on this box office front, 
with only ‘Rain’ at $10,000, and 
‘By Whose Hand’ at Lafayette on 
$7,500 doing well. 

The Buffalo is again in low 
grosses on ‘Six Hours to Live’ at 
$15,000. 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40- 
65)—‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox) and 
stage show. Very poor at $15,500. 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ (WB), 
also disappointed, getting only $15,- 
400. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
40-65)—‘Rain’ (UA). Exhibiting 
draw and may top $10,000. Last 
week ‘Big Broadcast’ (Par), $9,500. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Chandu’ (Fox). Mild grosser look- 
ing like only $5,000. Last week 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) got 
$5.900. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-55)— 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) and vaude. 
Looks to $9,000, okay. 
‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (RKO), $8,200. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)—‘By 
Whose Hand’ (Col.). Doing well 
with $7,500 indicated. Last week 
‘Man Called Back’ (Tif) and 
‘Strangers of the Evening’ (Tif), big 
$9,000. 








Last week | 





Roxy's ‘Once in a Lifetime Tops 


Bway, Wow $60, 


000; Par's ‘Night 


Big 58G; ‘Match, 306; Rialto, 226 





Business generally sprightly on 
the town’s biggest first run front, 
with the Roxy for the first time 
since it reopened in August, com- 
ing into the big money. 

With a good weekend, also help- 
ful to the other houses, the biggest 
‘un among them, with ‘Once In a 
Lifetime,’ is taking the hurdles fér 
a nice $60,000, with a chance to 
beat that. It'll be by more than 
$10,000 better business than the 
Roxy has generally enjoyed in a 
long time. 

Paramount, which last week again 
dipped into the 40’s, is the street's 
runner-up on big money. House 
should find that ‘Night After Night’ 
and the new Lew Leslie stage show 
‘Dixie to Broadway’ with Ethel 
Waters, Mills Bros. and Adelaide 
Hall, is taking the public for at 
least $58,000. Stage portion, it is 
agreed, is doing the majority of 
the pulling. 

Capitol is a strong third with 
holdover of ‘Smilin’ Through’ after 


PREZ’S PRESENCE UPS 
‘GO-ROUND,’ 116, IND. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 31. 
Beginning of this week was a 
mammoth affair in theatres in In- 
dianapolis with President Hoover 


and Governor Ritchie in town for 
speeches on Friday (28). Thousands 
upon thousands milled into town 
and, of course, the theatres got 
their share, with the Indiana’s 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ lead- 
ing the pack. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
35-50)—‘All American’ (U); Will 
reap $3,500 because of b. o. pull at 
this time. Last week ‘Six Hours 
to Live’ (Fox) not so hot, around 
$2,800. 

Circle (Skouras-Publix) (2,600; 
25-35-50)—Cabin in the Cotton’ 
(FN). Around $7,500 good for this 
spot. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) good at $9,000. 

Indiana (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-50)—‘Washington Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Col). Good for $11,000; 
splendid. Last week ‘Passage’ 
(WB) and WKBF radio show about 
ditto. 

Loew’s Palace (2,800; 25-35-50)— 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Slow but should 
climb to $5,000. Last week ‘Rain’ 
(UA) a good $8,000. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25-35- 
50)—‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U) and 
vaude. Should get around $9,000 for 
second money this week. Last week 
‘Hell's Highway’ (Radio), $10,000. 


‘JUNE 13,’ 126; ‘6 HRS,’ 











$11,000; COLMBS. OKAY 





Columbus, Oct. 31. 

Only an average week for biz in 
sight with nothing outstanding. 
Palace as usual should hit the best 
mark of the week, due to the vaud- 
film draw. Hartman, roadshowing 
‘Strange Interlude,’ did well on first 
three days and should have nice 
week with possible holdover. Others 
none too forte. 

Last week was a natural with 
Olsen and Johnson at the Palace 
and ‘Big Broadcast’ at the Broad, 
both getting more than their share. 
Convention which brought 9,000 
teachers to town helped some, too. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55)— 
‘Night of June 13’ (Par) and vaude. 
Should hit good enough $12,000. 
Last week Olsen and Johnson plus 
‘Jail’ (RKO) on screen $13,500, nicé. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Not going too 
well and hardly better than $10,000 
in sight. Last week ‘Robinson Cru- 
soe’ (UA) fell off to $11,000. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
—‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox). Heavy 
draw at opening and may get fine 
$11,000. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) plenty heavy at $13,500. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)- 
‘Crash’ (WB). 
$6,500 with ‘Life Begins’ (FN) just 
topping that last week. 


Hartman (Great Lakes) (1,400; 
55-$1.65)—‘Strange Interlude’ (M- 
G). Looks like fair enough $13.000 
at its high prices. Last week (3| 
days) same film hit $6,800, nice. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100: 25-35) 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) 
| Good $2,700 or better seems cer- 
tain with exploitation at peak. La 
week ‘Hell’s Highway’ (RKO) good 


enough $2,500. 


Hardly better than | 


!a strong fortnight. Third stanza of 
| seven days will probably bring in 
|} just under $50,000, giving ‘Through’ 
|a total of $202,200 on its three weeks’ 
New York first run showing. 

Another picture displaying 
strength is ‘Three On a Match’ at 
Strand, pacing for a big $30,000. 
It's to holdover at least one week, 
duplicating its predecessor's ability 
to extend playing time, ‘One Way 
Passage,’ which in its two weeks 
did better than expected. 

‘Old Dark House,’ on the books 
for three weeks, opened only fair- 
ishly at the Rialto, with $22,000 in 
view first week. 

‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ at 
the Mayfair, after a first week of 
$18,500, has started slipping, and 
on its holdover will be lucky to get 
beyond $11,000. 

RKO’s companion house, Palace, 
in second runs, will not reach $15,- 
000, further demonstrating that ‘Big 
Broadcast’ is not a New York pic- 
ture though big out of town every- 
where. It slipped atrociously at the 
Paramount, due to the many per- 
sonal appearance engagements of 
most of its cast. This week the Pal 
has on its stage RKO’s National 
revue sans any b. 0. names. 

‘They Call It Sin,’ after a nice 
first week at the Winter Garden, 
is falling off to around $14,000 on 
the holdover. ‘Scarlet Dawn,’ next 
for the W. G., will probably come 
in Thursday (3). 

‘Farewell to Arms,’ on a $2 re- 
served seat two-a-day policy, is 
next at the Rialto, scheduled for 
Nov. 17. 

Rivoli gets a new one, ‘Magic 
Night’ tomorrow morning (Wednes- 
day) as successor to three money 
weeks for ‘Rain’ on strength mainly 
of Joan Crawford's draw. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (9th 
week). Probably remains here only 
another three weeks or so, with 
‘Rasputin’ (Metro) the successor. 
Metro is continuing to advertise ‘In- 
terlude’ heavier than dt first. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
(3d week) and stage show. With 
almost $50,000 in sight on its third 
week, this is one of the biggest 
grosses house has had since ‘Mata 


Hari.’ Last week, second, a big 
$74,200. 
Criterion (875; 25-40-83-$1.10 


$1.65) — ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky) (6th week). Still holding 
its own, with no date in view as to 
when departure will occur. Word 
of mouth indicating hot subject 
matter is picture’s biggest b. o. 
benefit. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—‘Wash- 
ing Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) (2d 
week). Backtracking noticeably on 
its holdover and lucky to do $11,000. 
First week $18,500, good enough, but 
not as big as expected. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83) — ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) and vaude. Slip- 
ping here as at Paramount; under 
$15,000 the answer. Last week ‘Bill 
of Divorcement’ (Radio) proved 
better at the b.o., turning in $15,606. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Night After Night’ (Par) and 
stage show. Indications are for a 
g00d $58,000, best since ‘Phantom 
President’ at this spot. Stage show, 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Dixie to Broadway,’ 
with names of Ethel Waters, Mills 
Bros. and Adelaide Hall, believed 
supplying the b. o. pull. Last» week 
‘All American’ (U) fell off to $48,000 
after a smart start. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Old Dark House’ (U). Not exciting, 
but okay at $22,000, providing profit 
for low-overheaded operation. Much 
more than two weeks unlikely. Final 
week of ‘Madison Square Garden’ 
(Par), its second, only $12,100. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10) 
—‘Rain’ (UA) (3rd week). Ending 
tonight (Tuesday) after three weeks, 
this one’s final performance on 
seven days is around $15,000, not 
bad considering that nearly all pic- 
ture has is Joan Crawford's b. 0. 
lure. Second week $30,300, good. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)— 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U) and stage 
show. The ticket machines are pret- 
ty busy here this week, knocking 
out $60,000 worth of ducats, maybe 
more with every chance pic will 
build. Last week ‘Six Hours to Live’ 
(Fox), after a good start, slumped 
badly, finishing at $41,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10) 
|—‘Three on Match’ (WB). Off to 
ia nifty beginning at $30,000, and will 
holdover a second, maybe third 
week, with big campaign behind 
it. Last week, second of ‘One Way 








| Passage’ (WE), $25,700, very good 
and above expectations. 
| Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83- 
94)—‘They Call It Sin’ (WB) (2d 
ek) Settling down on holdover 
to a fairish $14,000 and probably 
cut Thursday (3) with ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ (WRB) taking possession, 


First week ‘Sin,’ $21,509, nice. 
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Philly a Slough of Despair: No 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 


Business downtown was, for 
Most part, pretty poor last week, 
and from every indication it is go- 
ing to be a whole lot worse this 
week. 

The Mastbaum, in particular, is 
due for an awful socking, and the 


S-W people are frankly very much 
worried. Outside of attracting some 
first day curiosity on account of the 
personal appearance of Norma Tal- 
madge, the current stage show, 
which also has George Jesse] head- 
lined, is a bust, and the Marlene 
Dietrich film, ‘Blonde Venus,’ fig- 
ured to be a draw, has not proven 
much as this big house. Lucky if 
the combination grosses $38,000 on 
the week. Attendance has been 
dropping steadily since the reopen- 
ing, and, at the same time, the extra 
4,800 seats supplied by the Mast- 
baum has, as predicted, knocked the 
spots out of the Stanley and the 
Boyd. 

‘Rain’ got only lukewarm notices 
on its opening at the Stanley and 
considernig that Harold Lloyd, the 
preceding attraction, took a terrific 
nose-dive and couldn't stick more 
than a week, chances for this one 
don’t look so forte. 


‘Life Begins’ was held a second 
week at the Boyd, not so much be- 
cause of heavy trade as because of 
a lack of the class of pictures this 
house demands. Small chance of 
its completing a full second week, 
as its successor, ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ is 
reported in Wednesday, which 
would give the current feature just 
nine days. It beat first week’s pre- 
dicted gross by about one grand, 
getting a couple of hundred dollars 
over $14,000. Second week will be 
shy of $9,000. 

The Stanton has been having a 
tough time getting films to hold up, 
too. ‘American Madness,’ although 
praised by the press, stuck just 
four days. Currently ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ looks a little strong- 
er but will hardly get over $8,000 
on its week which started Thurs- 
day. 

The Earle, rumored in bad straits 
again, started off dismally with ‘The 
Crash’ and a vaudeville show head- 
ed by Nan Halperin and Frankie 
Richardson. Last named, a local 
boy, still has strong following here. 
Combination will be lucky to get 
$15,500 on the week. 


The Fox, which while dropping 
considerably below recent average, 
fared better than most of the down- 
town group last week. Has Ted 
Lewis heading an _ exceptiorfally 
good stage show and ‘The Crusader,’ 
a so-so film, just the reverse of 
last week’s situation. May benefit 
bv Mastbaum’s weak show, with 
chances for another $18,000. 


The Karlton has ‘One Way Pas- 
sage’ and expects a lively $5,000 on 
this second ruu. The Arcadia with 
‘Divorce in the Family, figures 
around $2,800. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 40 - 55 - 75) 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and stage 
show. Dietrich picture not strong 
enough to hold up bill as a whole. 
Fairly good first day, but indica- 
tions for a bad frost on week. Lucky 
to get $38,000. Last week ‘One Way 
Passage’ (WB) and stage show, 
three grand under expectations and 
just missed $47,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75) ‘Rain’ 
(UA). Notices mixed and hardly 
rates more than $14,000 and a single 
week with house feeling effects of 
Mastbaum as strongly as it does. 
Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) got 
only $15,000, weakest of any Lloyd 


picture in a long time. 
Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (FN). Held a second week 


but almost certain not to complete 
it. Three extra days likely. Just 
over $14,000 in first week and slip- 
ping fast. 

Fox (3,000; 35-40-75) ‘The Crusa- 
der’ (Majestic) and stage show. In- 


different picture but good stage 
show headed by Ted Lewis. Still 
not more than $18,000 indicated. 


Last week ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox) with 
no names on stage bill got $18,500. 

Earle (2,000; 35-40-75) ‘The 
Crash’ (FN) and vaudeville. Maybe 
$15,500 on week. House is having 
its troubles of late. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) and average stage 
show had its troubles with $14,500. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55) ‘Madi- 
son Square Garden (Par). Opened 
Thursday when predecessor flopped. 
Figured no more than $8,000 for six 
days if it stays six days. Last week 
‘American Madness’ (Col) very bad; 
$4,300 in four days. 

Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55) ‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB). Moved from 
Mastbaum and looks strong enough 
for $4,700 or even $5,000. ‘Night 
Club Lady’ (Col) only $2,900 in five 
days. 

Arcadia (600; 
in the Family’ 
$2.800 indicated. 
Witnesses’ (Par) almost $3,000. 


‘Divorce 
Mediocre 


30-40-55) 
(M-G). 


the | 





Product; Masthaum Slipping, 386 


TACOMA DITTO 


| Politics Also Blamed—New Roxy, 
$4,200, Best 


| 


Tacoma, Oct. 31. 

Too much election hurting biz 
some this week, with folks inclining 
to listen to the radio talks. 

The new Roxy seems to be liked. 
Broadway theatre going fair, while 
Blue Mouse up some this week. 
Rialto still weak. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (FWC) (1,400; 25-35- 
40)—‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) two 
days, ‘Smiling Thru’ (M-G) five 
days. New order in booking; $3,800 
is good. Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ 
(Par) and ‘Phantom President’ 
(Par) reached $2,900, not so hot. 

Roxy (FWC) (1,300; 15-20)— 
‘Night Mayor’ (Col) and ‘Discarded 
Lovers’ (M-G), split week. Nice at 
$4.200. Last week ‘Fast Companions’ 
(U) and ‘Those We Loved’ (Edu) 
split week, okay at $4,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25)— 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN). Okay 
with $2,200. Last week ‘One Way 
Passage’ (WB) did oke at $1,900. 

Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Night of June 13th’ (Par), ‘Age of 
Consent’ (Rad) and ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ (U) three-way split. Pretty 
bad at $1,600. Last week ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col). ‘Okay Amer- 
ica’ (RKO) and ‘Most Dangerous 
Game’ (M-G) barely get $1,500, sad. 


L’ ville Leaping with 
Good Grosses; ‘Dust’ 
Outstander, $11,000 


Louisville, Oct. 31. 
The National, dark for most of the 
summer, reopens November 5 with 
the Marcus Shows, an organization 


of 25 years continuation. The en- 
gagement, accordng to Abe Bass, 
owner and operator of the theatre, 
will be indefinite. Musical comedy, 
spectacle and revues, with first run 
pictures, is the policy. The outfit 
closes its tour of RKO theatres at 
the Orpheum, New Orleans, on No- 
vember 3, arriving here in time for 
Saturday opening. 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ with Walter 
Hampden only risking one night at 
Memorial Auditorium on November 
Lucrezia Pori drew swanky audi- 
ence of good size to the Auditorium 
on Oct, 25. 

Coo] weather giving cinemas a 
break. Business picking up gener- 
ally as good list in. 

Brown, tnder Walter Crosbie, 
celebrates seventh anniversary this 
week. 

Hinda Wausau drawing unusually 
well at Gayety burlesque. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3,400; 25-35-50) ‘Rea Dust’ 
(M-G). Excellent pace, $11,000. Last 
week ‘Faithless’ (M-G), $8,100, not 
ad either. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
30-55). ‘One Way Passage’ (WB). 
Off, $6,800. Last week ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ (Par), $8,700, good. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
35-50) ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox). 
Only fair at $4,400. Last week 
‘Blessed Event’ (WB), $6,100, okay. 








Brown (2,000; 25-35-40) ‘“Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round (Col). 


Good at $3,200. Last week ‘Age of 
Consent’ (Radio), $2,500. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15- 
25-40) ‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). Fine 
$3,400. Last week ‘Golden West’ 
(Fox), $2,600, off. 








Last week ‘70,000 | 


Louis Cohen—RKO 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Louis Cohen, head of Fox-West 
Coast realty department the past 
two years, has resigned to join RKO 
in the same capacity. Effective 
Nov. 15 with his headquarters to be 
in New York. 

Cohen came here with 
Franklin seven years ago. 
ously he had been with Fox. 


BH. B. 
Previ- 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Fox-West Coast executives will 
tender a dinner to Louie Cohen at 
the Rancho golf club, Nov. 11. 
Farewell feast to mark his shift 
to RKO. 
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First Projector 


—— 





Hays headquarters is waiting 
for what, according to reports, 
may be the first picture pro- 


jection machine ever used in 
| the U. 8S. 

| Relic is said to have been 
| 


manufactured considerably be- 
fore the 20th century and was 
found in an old hut occupied 
by a colored family in South 
Carolina, The machine, which 
was lighted by a kerosene lamp, 
was found along with an old 
piece of film as curious as the 
antique itself. 











DENVER GOOD; 
DOUG, SR., 106 


Denver, Oct. 31. 
Looks like a big week for all the 
first run houses. The Denver will 
probably have the edge on the rest, 
although the small Rialto is doing 
exceptionally well. 
Douglas Fairbanks’ picture is go- 
ing strong, and crowds are steady 
at the Orpheum. The Denhan, for- 
merly a stock house, opens straight 
pictures, ‘False Faces,’ first Educa- 
tional picture ever to be used as an 
opener for a house in this territory. 
Tabor reopened grind to a two- 
bit top. Capacity business at times, 
weather fine. 
Estimates for This Week 


Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50)—Smilin Thru’ (M-G). Nice biz, 
$10,000. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) finished with a good $9,500. 
Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50)—Bill of Divorcement’ 
(RKO). Also good trade, $9,500. 
Last week ‘All American’ (U) a fine 
$10,500. Result of big exploitation 
and missionary work among college 
and high school students. 
Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25-40) 





—‘Robinson Crusoe’ (UA). Fair- 
banks’ pic strong, $10,000. Last 
week ‘White Zombie’ (UA) good 
$8,500. 


Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40)—"Two Against the World’ 
(WB). Biz up here, too, $3,750. Last 
week ‘Okay America’ (U) and ‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col), split week, only $2,250. 


AIR SPEECHES CRIMP 
SEATTLE; ‘GARDEN,’ 106 


Seattle, Oct. 31. 
Town is taking it on the chin all 
around, with hopes that after elec- 
tion people will turn to a different 
kind of amusement, having had 
enough of political entertainment. 
Folks are intensely interested in the 
speeches of the big guns, so that 
with few old time rallies and per- 
sonal appearances of candidates, but 
all of them etherizing, it is the radio 
that rules the screen off just now. 
Main attraction this week is the 
F & M stage show at the Paramount 
where Mary Eaton gets the bright 
lights and lines in ‘Sally,’ but biz 
rather disappointing. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ is being held 4k 
second week at the 5th Ave. but slip- 
ping after an okay first week, again 
proving that this is not a two-week 
town. 


Estimates for This Week 








Paramount (FWC) (3,106; 25-65) 
—‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) 


and ‘Sally,’ tab. Stage is the main 
draw this trip. Slow takings at 
$10,000; more was expected from 
this okay show, but film’s non- 
femme draw hurt. Last. week, open- 
ing of house with ‘Six Hours to 
Live’ (Fox) got by with fair b. o. 
around $12,100. 

Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55) 
—‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN). Oke 
exploitation, foyer done up with cot- 
ton bales, etc. But biz slow, $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
held steady, oke draw right to the 
windup; nifty $10,300, 

Orpheum (RKO) — ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col). Big bally- 
hoo for this one. $6,000 for eight 
days is oke. Last week, ‘All Ameri- 
can’ (U) did not hold up, after oke 
Start; only six days, $4,000. 

Liberty (Jensen-von Herverg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—'White Eagle’ (Col). 
Buck Jones goes big here, with lots 
of pep in this one; $5,300 is well nigh 
sensational. Last week ‘Night 
Mayor’ (Col) went for a dandy $5,- 
100. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 


25-35- 


55)—Once in a Lifetime’ (U). Only 
fair at $3,000. Last week ‘Two 
Against the World’ (WB) didn't 


click, slow at $2,700. 

Fox (FWC) (2,190; 25-35)—‘Night 
After Night’ (Par). Fair pace, $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Hat Check Girl’ 
(Fox) slowed down, poor $3,000. 

Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 15-25)— 
‘Horsefeathers’ (Par) and ‘Sky 
Scraper Souls’ (M-G), split week. 
Bad, $2,500. Lower prices now in 
effect at this house. Last week 
‘Speak Easily’ (M-G), and ‘Ameri- 
can Madness’ (Col) slow at $2,600. 








NEW YORK 


~ Comparative Grosses for October 


Total of grosses during October for towns and houses listed as previq 
ously reported weekly. Dates given are the closing day of the week. 







































































































































































































































































Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 ~ 

CAPITOL | Grand Hotel |Pack Up Your| Downstairs | Smilin’ Thre 
High.$110,400 $56,000 Troubles $47,000 $78,000 
Low.. 16,000 (2d week) $30,000 Benny Rubin 

Stage Show Russ Columbo 

PARA- Blonde Venus Phantom Phantom es 

_MOUNT $59,800 President President Broadcast 
High. $95,000} Stage Show $68,900 $57,300 $51,200 
Low.. 32,000 (2a week) 

ROXY Successful Chandu Hat Check Thirteen 
High.$173,600 Calamity $41,000 Girl Women 
Low.. 28,000 $45,800 $48,900 $39,100 

Stage Show 

MAYFAIR Hell’s Bill of Bill of Phantom of - 
High. $53,800 Highway Divorcement | Divorcement Crestwood 
Low.. 7,200 $17,600 $27,800 $23,400 $14,400 

(24 week) 

STRAND Life Begins Cabin in Cabin in One Way _ 
High. $78,800 $21,700 Cotton Cotton Passage 
Low.. 8,000 (2d week) $29,700 $15,800 $28,700 

(2d week) 

PALACE Horse Bird of Blonde Venus| Phantom | 
High. $41,000 Feathers Paradise $18,500 President 
Low.. 8,000 $16,600 $16,700 $18,000 

Vaude 
Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

CHICAGO |Blonde Venus One Way Cabin in Night After 
High. $71,300 $40,000 Passage Cotton Night 
Low.. 27,200} Stage Show $32,000 $30,000 $30,000 
ORIENTAL Hat Check (Blonde Venus| Tiger Shark | Madison Sq, 
High. $52,500 Girl } $18,000 Garden 
Low.. 16,000 $23,000 $20,000 

Stage Show 

STATE- Painted Crooked Sporting Age| Night Mayor 

; LAKE Woman Circle $11,000 $12,200 
High. $45,300 $16,000 $12,000 Weaver Brox 
Low... 5, Vaude 

LOS ANGELES __ 
Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

LOEW'S Pack Up Your| Hat Check | Grand Hotel | Smilin’ Thru 

STATE Troubles Girl $18,000 $18,500 
High. $48,000 $13,900 $19,000 St. Pictures 
Low.. 10,000} Stage Show 

PARA- Night of Phantom Blonde Venus | Big Broadcast 

MOUNT June 13 President $19,900 $27,200 
High. $57,800 $23,600 $16,700 
Low.. 8,000) Stage Show ra 
WARNER'S | Tiger Shark | Tiger Shark | Successful Cabin in 
HOLLYW’D $19,500 $12,000 Calamity Cotton 
High. $37,800 $17,000 $14,000 
Low.. 6,500 
WARNER’S Those We (Blessed Event; Last Mile Tiger Shark 
DOWNT'N Love $12,300 $10,800 $12,000 
High. $38,000 $11,000 
Low.. _7,000 Vaude _ : an -_ 

Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

PARA- Blonde Venus Phantom Love Me Big ' 

MOUNT $34,700 President Tonight Broadcast | 
High. $80,000; Stage Show $45,100 $42,800 $38,200 ! 
Low.. 21,900 oe 

FOX Painted Crooked Chandu Hat Cheok 
High. Woman Circle $12,000 Girl { 
Low.. $12,000 $9,000 $9,000 

Stage Show 

METRO- Grand Hotel Troubles Downstairs Smilin’ Thru 

POLITAN $25,800 $35,000 $27,400 $25,000 
High. (2a week) Lilyan Tash- 

Low.. Vaude man 
Benny Rubin 
EO ERMC. ONT Oo aes Sophie Tucker 

ALBEE Hell’s Bill of Vanity Street; Phantom of 
High. $40,500 Highway Divorcement $18,000 Crestwood 
Low.. 11,400 $20,200 27,000 $19,700 
cr es ee ae Vaude 4a hs 

STRAND Life Begins Life Begins Successful Tiger Shark 
High. 22,700 $17,500 Calamity $16,300 
Low.. (2d_week) $11,600 te 

NEW HAVEN 
_ Oct. 1 | _Oct.8 | Oct. 15 | Oct. 22 — 

PARA- Movie Crazy | Blonde Venus Phantom Madison S@ 

MOUNT $12,600 $12;300 President Garden 
High. $21,000} Stage Show $12,000 $9,600 
Ge |) POM! gS Me, Pa cle Seek eeeen 

FOX-POLI Grand Hotel Lifetime Smilin’ Thru Chandu 
High. $26,000 $8,500 and $9,200 $8,500 
Low.. 4,000 Hat * am 

ir 
ay Ree eee Meg a a 

SHERMAN Blessed Two Against | Tiger Shark Crash and 
High. $16,000 Event World end and Phantom of 
Low.. 1,500 $5,000 Age of 13 Women Crestwood 

Consent $5,800 $5,000 
Sanh o.oo Pee _!' $4,800 +f ey be. ar 
PHILADELPHIA 
fe Oct.8 _ Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

EARLE Hold 'Em Divorce in Okay Sporting Age 
High. $27,000 Jail Family America $15,090 
Low.. 11,500 $17,000 $15,000 $17,000 

_ i SR eee AD AE, AN 

FOX Hat Check 13th Guest Wild Girl |Six Hours to 
High. $41,000 Girl $17,000 $21,000 Live 
Low.. 10,500 $22,000 Schumann- $23,500 

Stage Show Heink Morton 
RR ee) joer eel) SOs FO Be 5 ole ha __ Downey 

STANLEY Paradise Tiger Shark Phantom Movie Crazy 
High. $37,000 $14,500 $17,000 President $17,000 
SS ee el Sete TATE 

PITTSBURGH 
cin tne tae | On Oe | ete 

STANLEY Paradise Blonde Venus| Tiger Shark Life Begins 
High. $48,000 $17,500 $13,000 $9,000 $19,000 
Low.. __ 8,000 oY RR. ae - 

FULTON Down to Chandu Those We (Million Dollar 
|High. $12,000 Earth Schmeling- Love Legs 
|Low.. 1,900 $5,300 Walker $3,100 $4,000 

ee sa Si see = 

PENN Grand Hotel Troubles Smilin’ Thru | Night After 
High. $41,000 $27,000 $11,000 $25,000 Night 
Low.. 7,500 $7,500 
Mi +. Ss a ees (New Low) _ 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Fullers May Also Jom Australian 
Consolidation of Hoyts and G.U.T. 


By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Oct. 2. 

The bankers have won the battle 
between Greater Union Theatres 
and Hoyts. 

Within the next three weeks the 
papers will be signed by the parties 
interested linking up the two great- 
est picture theatre operators in 
Australia. The hatchet will then 
be buried probably for all time. 

Two weeks ago, executives of 
each organization informed ‘Variety’ 
that so far as they were concerned 
there would be no linking up. They 
spoke the truth then. But that was 
two weeks ago. In that short space 
of time the bankers got to work. 

G.U.T. and Hoyts have never at 
any time sought a pool. The prop- 
osition has been brought to a head 
by the present economic conditions. 

Besides G.U.T. and Hoyts linking 
together, it is stated on good au- 
thority that the Fullers may also 
come in. Of course the Fuller in- 
terests would in no way be forced 
by the bankers. 

With the link-up, a five million 
pounds corporation would be 
formed combining the two circuits. 
It is expected that Stuart F. Doyle, 
managing director of G.U.T., and 
Charles Munro, m.d. of Hoyts, will 
jointly head the new company. 

Single Trade Unit 

With the linking of G.U.T. and 
Hoyts, and the possibility of the 
Fullers joining, the Australian pic- 
ture field would, in the main, be 
eontrolled by one organization. Par- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Dominion Tariff Body 
Can Frame Film Tax 


Ottawa, Oct. 31. 

Although the Canadian Govern- 
ment has not given effect to the 
proposal of the Imperial] Economic 
Conference for the placing of a spe- 
cial tax on films imported from all 
eountries with the exception of 
those from the United Kingdom or 
Dominions, there is still an ace in 
the hole for British film producers. 

This is to be found in the Tariff 
Board which the Canadian Govern- 
ment is about to set up with head- 
quarters in Ottawa. The purpose of 
this tariff board will be to make a 
study of all tariffs for the framing 
of public recommendations to Par- 
liament for schedule revisions or 
preference changes. 

Agreement has been reached with 
the United Kingdom to give official 
status before the Canadian board 
to recognized representatives of 
British industries including the film 
trade, so that the latter can place 
complaints before the commission. 
British industries will be eligible to 
offer protests when it is believed 
that unfair competition is being 
met in the Canadian market. 


Cut Rate Socialistic 


Pictures for Jobless 


Brussels, Oct. 21. 

Considering the contemporary 
cinema ‘too bourgeoise’ the Belgian 
socialist party has given birth to 
Prolkino (proletarian kinemato- 
graph), which will screen in Brus- 
sels and surroundings films which 
treat in one way or another of the 
vast socialist program and which 
are usually boycotted by ordinary 
renters.’ 

Prolkino has a special portable 
sound apparatus which can be 
moved easily -from district to dis- 
trict. Admission prices will not be 
above 141% cents with half prices 
for the unemployed. 


Kohner Weds 


Berlin, Oct. 31. 

Paul Kohner, Universal’s Euro- 
pean production head, was married 
yesterday (30) to Supita Tovar, 
Mexican film actress, 

Quiet ceremony was held at 
Kohner’s home in Teplitz, Czecho- 
Slovakia, 


BRILL’S SALES TRIP 


Dave Brill, chief of distribution 
for Capital Foreign Attractions, 
leaves today ‘Tuesday) for a three- 
week tour of the mid-west. 

He'll tie up with some theatres in 
that territory for showing of his 
German and Polish pictures, 























RCA Official Hired 
By Big India Chain 


Calcutta, Oct. 1. 
Theatres announces the 
managing 


Madan 
appointment as 
of R. Armour. He is on loan from 
the RCA Photophone and Victor 
Cos. His appointment does not in- 
terfere with the theatre activities 


|of the Madan family in the largest 


theatre chain in the Far East. 

Company was founded by the late 
J. F. Madan 27 years ago and was 
highly prosperous until talking pic- 
tures came along. Since then the 
theatres have been suffering and 
the appointment of Armour and 
several new directors from Calcutta 
will, it is hoped, operate to restore 
the old prosperity. 


ENGLISH FILMS TIE UP 








director | 





| 


BUCHANAN FOR 3 YRS. 


London, Oct. 31. 

Jack Buchanan, immediately be- 
fore sailing for New York last 
Wednesday (26) signed a new con- 
tract with British & Dominions for 
picture work. 

Paper is for three years and calls 
for Buchanan’s exclusive picture 
services, although he is allowed to 
do some stage work, by agreement, 
in New York or London. 





Buchanan is due in New York 
today (Tuesday) to start immediate 
rehearsal for an Aaron & Freedley 
musical. Fox has been after him 
for picture work, but this new con- 
tract ends prospects along that line. 
B. & D. pictures are distributed in- 
ternationally by United Artists. 


Metro Charting Studio 


Facilities in Europe 


Paris, Oct. 20. 

Fred Pelton, as advance guard for 
Metro’s continental synchronizing, 
is currently surveying studio facili- 
ties in Italy, after having given 
Paris a quick o. o. Understood that, 
failing approval of existing facili- 
ties, Metro would not hesitate to 
build, but decision is not expected 
before the arrival of Arthur Lowe. 

Warner Bros. have made arrange- 
ments to start French production 
here within 30 days. Schedule in- 
cludes synchronizing in French 
four pictures and making eight 
straight features, some to be origi- 
nals and some remakes of American 
product. 

Epinay Tobis studios will be used 
and dubbing done on Topoly sys- 
tem. Jean Daumery will direct, with 
Asher coming over every week from 
London to supervise production. 








Meeting Competition 


Brussels, Oct. 21. 

Newsreels in Brussels picture the- 
atres have been lengthened and 
strengthened since Cineac, the 
news-reel-only cinema opened. 

Previously they were hurried five- 
minute stopgaps, now they are on 
for 15 minutes with the ribbon run- 
ning through the machine at a nor- 
mal pace. 

Cineac’s program is a full 50 min- 
utes and 3%4 cents pays for a seat 
as comfortable as that for which 
29 to 43 cents is asked in an ordi- 
nary cinema. 


- 


Film for Wagner Gala 


3erlin, Oct. 20. 

Boston Film is preparing produc- 
tion of a film based on the life of 
Ri-hard Wagner. 

.ca is to release it in 1933 and 
c .3sh in on the fact that that will 
be the 50th anniversary of the com- 
poser’s death, 








ITALIAN FILMS IN N. 0. 
New Orleans, Oct. 31. 

The Globe, 700-seater adjoining 
the Tudor, will present Italian films 
one week each month. First starts 
next week. 

There are enough Italians in New 
Orleans to support the idea if the 
pictures get over. 


— ee 


Brother’s Death Summons Lucy 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Death of a brother has recalled 
Arnold Lucy to England. 
While in London he will do a pic- 
ture before returning here. 




















. 
3-Feature Bills 
Buenos Aires, Oct. 23. 

It's tripk featuring down 
here now 

One local house is billing 
the following: Charles Chap- 
lin in ‘City Lights LCA), his 
newest Nim anda silent: the 
best German drama of the 
current crop ‘Kameradschaft 
with Spanish titles and one of 
Fox’s Spanish language ver- 
sions. 











i. played itself out. 
™ Shortage of product recently led 


Bob Kane, head of Paramount's 
European production staff, 
pected in New York toward the end 
of December for conferences with 
h.o. execs that may have an impor- 


is ex-! 


tant bearing on Par’s future Euro- , 


pean activities. 

Among the more important mat- 
ters to be discussed during the visit 
will be Kane’s future ‘vith the 
company, his contract with Par ex- 
piring next July. Some rumor cur- 
rent in trade circles that Kane will 
switch to Fox at expiration of his 
Par paper, to take over Fox’s pro- 
posed European production. Sidney 
Kent, Fox's president, is Kane's 
brother-in-law. 

According to J. H. Seidelman, 
Paramount foreign chief, nothing 
along a switch line has been inti- 
mated to him, although he admitted 
that the matter of a new Kane con- 
tract would come under the head of 
business to be aiscussed during 
Kane's visit here. 

According to Seidelman, however, 
the prime reason for Kane's coming 
over at this time, is to discuss Join- 
ville production for the next six 
months. Last schedule laid out for 
Joinville washes up in December, in 
line with Par’s plan of laying out 
programs there only a few months 
at a time. 

Rumor to the effect that Fox 
might buy the Joinville Paramount 
studios is dismissed by Seidelman 
as just one of those things. 


PAR AFTER HELM 


Bidding for German Actress—Claims 
Prior Offer for ‘Maedchen’ Pair 





Paramount has opened negotia- 
tions for the importation of Brigitte 
Helm, German actress. Miss Helm 
starred in ‘Metropolis,’ last Ufa si- 
lent distributed by Par on this side. 
She has since made several German 
talkers for Ufa abroad. 

Par is also interested in Dorothea 
Wiecke and Hertha Thiele, the two 
girls of ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ for 
whom Metro is reported bidding. 
Par claims to have a prior offer in 
for the ‘Maedchen’ pair. 


D. L. §., German Exhib-Producer, 
Fails for $650,000; 2d Casualty 





‘Herzen’ in as Stop-Gap 
Turns Out a Held-Over 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
new for a picture 
here was two-week run 
achieved by ‘Zwei Herzen’ upon its 
engagement to the Avenue 


Something 
|} around 
| 


return 
| Cinema, smal foreign film site. Pic- 
ture played here originally more 


than a year ago, getting three weeks 


at that time and believed then to 


management to bring back ‘Zwei 
| Herzen.’ Considered just a filler, it | 
| doubled normal gross of house and 








PAR SETS BLUMENTHAL | 
DIV. CHIEF OF EUROPE 


Ike Blumenthal has been named 
Paramount's divisional chief for Eu- 
rope. That completes the Paramount 
triumvirate of foreign divisional 
chiefs, John Hicks being in charge 
of English-speaking countries and 
Cc. C. Margon of the Latin American 
field, all three being under direct 
supervision only of J. H. Seidelman, 
Paramount’s foreign chief. 

Blumerthal has been in New York 
for the past six weeks discussing 
his territory and contacts with h.o. 
execs and returns to Paris Friday 
(4). He will have headquarters in 
Paris, whereas Margon and Hicks 


make their home office in New 
York. 
Other changes in Paramount’s 


foreign staff include a shakeup of 
the Far East staff. Harry Novak, 
formerly in charge of Central Amer- 
ica and a fortnight ago replaced 
there by John Nathan, takes over 
the post of chief of China and the 
Philippines. He replaces Mark 
Hanna, formerly in charge of China, 
and Bob MacIntyre, who had the 
Philippines. Hanna and MacIntyre 
are both now out of Paramount, but 
Tom Cochrane retains the Japanese 
post. 

Novak left New York Saturday 
(29) to take over his new post. Same 
day his brother, Arthur, formerly 
in the New York Publix office, left 
for Panama to become assistant to 
Nathan in that territory. 





Former Amkino Chief 
Now Selling Foreigns 


Roman Rebush has formed Kine- 
matrade, Inc., a new company for 
the distribution and handling of 
foreign films in the United States. 

Rebush was formerly sales chief 
in New York for Amkino. 








Struggle to Make Nice a Hollywood 
Of Europe Beset with Headaches 





Allied Features Set 


For Australian Release 


Hollywood, *Oct. 31. 

M. H. Hoffman has closed a dis- 
tribution deal with Celebrity Pic- 
tures, Pty., Ltd., for release of Al- 
lied program in Australia. 

Twenty-six pictures’ including 
eight Hoot Gibsons, to be made this 
year by Hoffman, will get Austral- 
ian release, 





MATA HARI WRONGED? 
The Hague, Oct. 21. 

Two surviving brothers of Mata 
Hari, J. H. and C. C. Zelle (her 
maiden name was Margaretha Zelle, 
born in 1878) have started a libel 
action against Tuschinsky, Amster- 
dam and City Theatre, the Hague. 

The brothers oppose the M-G-M 
film, ‘Mata Hari’ in which Mata 
Hari, they charge, is represented as 
a murderess (killing Russian Gen- 
eral Shubin). 


According to them, they cannot 
act against the spy angle of the 


story though this to their view was 


|never completely proven. 


Their action is based on article 
271 of Holland’s Penal Code, deal- 


|} ing with libel. 


Nice, Oct. 20. 

As if senescent Jim Jeffries 
should come back for a crack at the 
heavyweight title, Nice is making 
one more try to be the Hollywood of 
Europe. Forgetting the millions 
which have been sunk without a 
trace since 1925, .hree talkers are in 
production at the Gaumont-Franco- 
Film-Aubert studio, the o'd Ingram 
lot, and two of them are of big 
league pretensions. 

Though no big pictures ever pro- 
duced here has made moncy, due to 
the horsing aro. -d which seems 
innate to the Riviera peasantry (de- 
lays which pile up production costs 
even when item-for-item things are 
cheaper here than in Hollywood, 
Paris, Lordon or Berlin), the feel- 
ing now is they have learned how 
to turn t*e trick. 

Last super made here took 18 
months getting from its frst shot to 
a péerview and gobbled up $700,000 
en route. 

With names like Chaliapin 
Jannings the overhead of the cur- 
rent efforts are plenty. Chaliapin i: 
getting $120,000 for his end of ‘Don| 
Quixote,’ according to his p.a.’s, | 


re 


and $40,000, according to the cufi 


and | 





(Continued on page 34) 


lits plan for a 
'talker, a 


| definitely. 


_ a 


Berlin, Oct. 31. 


Deutsches Lichspiel Syndicat is 
suddenly suspended payments. 
Probable loss of the company is ese 
timated roundly at about $650,000 


D.L.S. was organized as an exe 
hibitors’ association in 1926 and in 
1928 reorganized as a producing and 
distributing company, with the 
exhibs in charge on pro rata and 
figuring to get the break all around 
by manufacturing their own prod- 
uct. About 800 members in 1928, 
with the production and distribution 
company capitalized at about $500,- 
000. By 1930 that figure had been 
almost doubled, but in the past two 


| years the concern has been taking 
i necessitated a holdover. | pretty heavy lacing. 
| 
' 
| 


It's the second big German film 
company to be hit in the past few 
|} months, Sudfilm’s bankruptcy hav- 
ing preceded the D. L. S. suspension 
by only a few weeks. 


Production of Spanish 
Versions Here, French 


Abroad Is Fox Paln 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Fox’s foreign production in Hol- 
lywood will continue at least until 
March when the program of six 
Spanish direct shots and eight 
dubbed Spanish versions will be 
completed. This statement from the 
studio spikes reports that the com- 
pany would shift all foreign pro- 
duction to Europe, where French 
films will be made. 

John Stone, in charge of the for- 
eign unit here, has two direct shots, 
‘Springtime in Autumn’ and ‘The 
Gypsy,’ and two synchronized films, 
‘Wild Girl’ and ‘Six Hours to Live,’ 
in preparation. 

None of those in the foreign unit 
excepting Stone has a contract, so 
if Fox decides to ditch local lan- 
guage filming it can be done over 
night. Fox has brought in little 
talent, three writers, Martinez 
Sierra, Lopez Rubio and Jardiel 
Pencella, and one actress, Catalina 
Barcena comprising the contingent 
shipped in. 





Stars’ Foreign Draw 
Vs. Appeal of Story 


Paris, Oct. 22. 


‘Free Souls’ with Norma Shearer 
is weak at the Marivaux. Picture 
is beautifully dubbed, but Norma 
Shearer, who is locally well liked, 
can’t make the story possible for 
the French. 

Against this, ‘Sky Devils’ as a skit 
on heavy war productions, appeals 
to the French sense of humor, and 
goes big at the Apollo, though dub- 
bing is inferior. 

Metro has several times made the 
mistake of depending on _ stars’ 
names to draw, and force on the 





French audiences. stories, which 
even excellent dubbing can’t save 
locally. 


It’s a case of home office over- 
estimating stars power against local 
office thumbs down on story. 


RKO-Metro Hookup 


Berlin, Oct. 22. 

Ambros Dowling, R. K. O.’s fore 
eign chief, who was a Berlin visitor, 
has made a territorial agreement 
with L. Lawrence, Metro’s European 
foreign chief. 

By its terms RKO’s pictures will 
be released in Hungary, the Balkan 
and Czechoslovakia together with 
Metro pictures. Dowling also sold 
five pictures to Tobis, among them 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive.’ 








German Quota Ratio 


Serlin, Oct. 22. 

Preparations for the issue of the 
fixed contingents for 1932-33 are 
now almost finished. 

The releasers’ contingent has al- 
ready been distributed, the quota 
was about 1:2.6, ie. for each 2.6 
released German picture 1 cone 
tingent certificate was given, 

U’s Mex. Film Off 
Mexico City, Oct. 28. 

Pictures has changed 
made-in-Mexico 
cording to word reaching 
local film row from Los Angeles. 

Company has called off plan te 
send a company here and has dee 
layed execution of the picture ine 
No reason given. 





Universal 
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‘THE POOCH’ ‘FARE PLAY’ 
The Rascals’ Series | Scrappy Series 
Kid Comedy Cartoon 
20 Mins. 5 Mins. 
Met, Brooklyn Globe, N. Y. 
Metro Columbia 
This series from the Hal Roach! Has Scrappy, kid character, as a | 
studio is reminiscent of the ‘Our|lemonade’ concessionnalre at = an 
Gane’ comedies. Where that sort| amusement park getting all the 
of thing is still liked, this one will | customers drunk through doling out 
do. Its likely sphere is the B/ lemonade with a kick to it. Inter- 
houges. j}estingly done, digging up more than 


A very little kid, known as Spanky 
plus his 


and a colored youngster, 

dog, figure mainly in the action. 
They're vags rummaging around | 
the town for food and a way of 


reinstating themselves, meanwhile, 
in the good graces of the gang that 
has excluded them. Saving dogs 
belonzing to the gang, they are re- 


stored, but in turn lose their own 
doz to a dog catcher whose well 


laid plans for killing the mutt are 
upset for a finish. Char. 





‘OVER THE SEAS TO BORNEO’ 
Travelog 
8 Mins. 
Met, Brooklyn 
Metro 

James A. FitzPatrick Traveltalk 
on the big island in the South Seas 
associated with wild men. Picture 
does not picture them but points 
out cannibals still exist. Not as 
good as most FitzPatrick shorts but 


passable as filler, 
the 


Most of the action is on t 
shores of North Borneo, gga 
o- 


a village, games, dances, etc. 
ward the end FitzPatrick himself 
gets into the film, but you don’t get 
any of that FitzPatrick personality 
to look at. He keeps his back to 
the camera, 

In a production way, including the 
offstage spiel, okay. Char. 


| white 


| the usual amount of laffs. 

Finish has Scrappy, with the 
mule giving him strength, 
putting it all over a prohib agent. 





Charles Mintz is the producer for 
Col. Char. 
BETTY BOOP, M. D. 
Max Fleischer Cartoonic 
6 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Paramount 
‘Betty Boop, M. D.,’ finds the 


Fleischer-Mae Questel character as 
a medicine spieler. The effects of 
the Jippo elixir on the a. k.’s and 
the sundry characters in her street 
corner audience are limited only by 
the ingenuity of the Fleischer staff 
of animators, and they’ve not yet 
been accused of being idea-less. 
It’s a fast, furious and funny six 
minutes as screened on the Rialto 
sheet. Abel. 


MAGIC CARPET SERIES 
in Rome’ 


Embassy, N. Y. 
Fox Movietone 

Familiar landmarks of Rome are 
blended with picturesque studies of 
street types. There are, however, 
none of the touches which afford 
comedy relief in similar subjects. 
Vatican City is confined to a few 
formal flashes. Waly. 





OLD DARK HOUSE 


Universal production and release featur- 
ing Boris (Frankenstein) Karloff, Melvyn 
Douglas, Gloria Stuart, Charles Laughton 
and Lillian Bond. Directed by James 
Whale from the novel by J. B. Priestly; 
adapted by Benn W. Levy, with additional 


dialog by R. C. Sherriff; camera, Arthur 
Edeson. Running time, 70 mins., at the 
Rialto, N. Y. 

MOrgan ..coseescrccecccevessesesess Karloff 
Roger Penderel........-- ...Melvyn Douglas 
Sir Wm. Porterhouse..... Charles Laughton 


.. Gloria Stuart 
reTTryern Lilian Bond 
..+-Ernest Thesiger 
Eva Moore 


Margaret Waverton.....- 
Gladys DuCane......- 
Horace Femm..... 









Rebecca Femm...cccceeesssseres 
Philip Waverton... .Raymond Massey 
Saul Femm......++e+ ....-Brember Wills 


ok ...-John Dudgeon 


But, as seems to be the basic pro- 
duction premise, perhaps’ these 
things aren’t meant to be viewed 
too sanely. On the other hand, there 
is such a thing as counting too 
heavily upon the credulity—or char- 
ity—of the average fan. For "Dark 
House,’ unlike the Drac-Frank- 
Zomb school, makes no pretext at 
the mystic or fantastic. There’s a 
bit too much reality involved, hence 
the disparities are the more flagrant 
and obvious. 

Among the performances, Karloff 
with a characteristically un-draw- 
‘ing-room physical getup, by no 
means impresses as a sissy by stat- 





Sir Roderick..... 





A somewhat inane picture, its 
eerieness and general spooky char- 
acter, further fortified by Boris 
(Frankenstein) Karloff’s presence in 
the cast, should make ‘The Old Dark 
House’ worthwhile at the box offices 
of the lesser stands. It’s not a par- 
ticularly happy spotting for the 
Rialto on Broadway, where it rates 
as more or less of a stop-gap until 
Par’s own ‘Farewell to Arms’ comes 
in, but in the lesser grades, par- 
ticularly with good bally, it has a 
chance for some real money. The 
bally will be not the least of the 
film’s makin’s. P 

As the title suggests, ‘The Old 
Dark House’ lends itself to almost 
everything previously pulled with 
‘Dracula,’ ‘Frankenstein,’ ‘White 
Zombie’ and the rest of that ilk. 

The Priestly material must have 
been a bit more plausible in its lit- 
erary form than as evidenced in the 
cinematic transition. But regard- 
less, it has all the elements for hor- 
ror and thriller exploitation, includ- 
ing as it does a mad, brute butler 
(Karloff), insanity, ghosts in the 
family closets, sex, romance, not to 
mention the titular setting in a 
storm-torn Welsh mountain retreat. 

Let one stop and think but a few 
seconds about what’s happened on 
the screen and there’d be no pic- 
ture; hence, it’s been the somewhat 
too difficult task of the Laemmle 
studio to pile on trick after trick. 
For it’s a certainty that the average 
mortal, despite the raging elements 
without, would have carried on 
the storm at any price, or camped 
out in their motor, rather than sit 
in for an evening with the eccentric 
7¥emm family or their insane butler, 
Morgan, 

There are sundry inanities through- 
out, but as with the horror school, 
of which the three pictures men- 
tioned are examples, the audience 
seemingly doesn’t expect coherence, 
and so everything goes by the 
boards. 

Yet, this Rialto audience, despite 
all these concessions, was audibly 
derisive of the love scenes between 
Douglas and Lilian Bond, particu- 
larly her personal histrionics: and 
of the situation of the Lancashire 
knight, Sir Williaim Porterhouse 
(Laughton), who can go to sleep so 
nonchalantly through it all; and at 
the inquisitiveness of the others in 
the party who return to find the liv- 
ing room.wrecked by obviously vi- 
cious physical struggle, and yet 
calmly conjecture, with a mere 
passing word, as to what could have 
hannerscd. hut who do not attempt 
the most natura] thing—look around 
and see if anybody netds succor. 


in | 


ure, demeanor and surliness. Gloria 
Stuart as Mrs. Waverton gives ex- 
cellent account of herself, although 
that extreme decolletage was rather 
uncalled for, considering the locale. 
Still, if there wasn’t the s.a. angle, 
mebbe Morgan wouldn’t get all hot 
and bothered as he did. And maybe 
there’d been no picture as a result, 
and mebbe that was a good idea, 
too. 

Charles Laughton turned in one 
of his usually tophole performances 
as the Lancashire knight. Douglas 
was rather hit and miss under the 
circumstances, and that stable tete- 
a-tete with Miss Bond, who was 
satisfactory up until that point, 
made it a bit worse. The others did 
their sinister assignments, particu- 
larly all of the Femm family, with 
due effect, Abel. 


NIGHT AFTER NIGHT 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Archie Mayo. Adapted by Vin- 
cent Lawrence from Louis Bromfield’s ‘Sin- 
gle Night.’ Continuity by Kathryn Scola. 
Ernest Haller, photog. At the Paramount, 
New York, week of Oct. 28. Running time, 


76 minutes, 
JOO AMTON. . cccccesesecesccodes George Raft 
«+eee-Constance Cummings 


Miss Healy....- 
Iris Dawn...... ecccececesses Wynne Gibson 


Maudie Triplett...scccessessssees Mae West 
.Alison Skipworth 





Mrs. JellyMman...ccceeses 

EMO. wcccvses scveeedecocesees eee Marne 
Blainey. .ccccccccccceccccscecsccccesd Al Hill 
Madden....... pcneceseecece: AOU CEmnem 





Judicious casting, pacing that in- 
spires excitement and dialog that 
sparkles are three forms of flattery 
| for this cut-and-dried scenario. The 
| the pace com- 
|}mands attention and the dialog is 
exceptionally entertaining, so here 
is one instance where a story’s 
shortcomings can be overlooked. 
The points in its favor make ‘Night 
After Night’ an entertaining and 
probably profitable talker. Further 
than that, it’s another advancement 
for George Raft and an auspicious 
start for Mae West in her first 
talker. 

Raft as a mugg proprietor of a 
class speakeasy with a Park avenue 
yen is the central figure from start 
to finish, but it’s the quartet of 
varied femininity surrounding him 
that gives the picture its real char- 
acter nourishment. “Miss West is 
last but not least of the femms four- 
some which includes Constance 
Cummings, Wynne Gibson and AIlli- 
son Skipworth. That each fiAs per- 
fectly in her role, in appearance and 
performance, and that each is a dis- 
tinct type without a conflict attests 
to an expert casting job. 

Bootlegger stuff and some gang- 





east is interesting, 








Miniature Reviews 


‘The Old Dark House’ (U). 
‘Dracula’ Karloff is top-billed. 
Another of the horror cycle. 
Somewhat inane, it’s a cinch 








| for trick ballyhooing. Better 

for the nabes than the big 

keys. 

‘Night After Night’ (Par). 
Entertaining picture. Cast 


headed by George Raft, Con- 
stance Cummings, Mae West 
and Allison Skipworth, and in- 
teresting dialog responsible. 

‘8 On A Match’ (FN). Prom- 
ising cast lineup this one’s best 
bet. A nice picture descending 
to mediocrity in its final two 
reels, 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U). 
Idol smashing satire on Hol- 





lywood; strictly for the ini- 
tiated. Only puzzle and re- 
sentment for fan generality. 

‘Divorce in the Family’ 
(Metro). Shunted off Broad- 
way by Metro into a Brooklyn 
first run. Good entertainment 
and has adult appeal but just 
moderate box office. 

‘The Thrill of Youth’ (Ches- 
terfield). Bad on all counts. 

‘Scarlet Week End’ (Irving). 
Heavy handed murder mystery 
of the usual pattern. Lacks 
distinction from any angle. 

‘Ride Him, Cowboy’ (Vita- 
graph). Better than average 
western with a pleasing young 
cowboy star. 

‘Virtue’ (Col). Well-made 
picture of the regeneration of 
a woman of the streets through 
marriage. Okay for the sec- 
ondary first runs in big towns 
and the A first runs in others. 
Lends itself to a box office 
campaign. 

‘Son of Olkahoma’ (WW). 
Well-knit western story puts 
this above the ordinary in its 
class. 











ster atmosphere climaxed by an off- 
screen shooting finish are played 
down to run secondary to the femi- 
nine interest. Raft is mixed up in 
both. The women are: a past flame 
(West), recently discarded sweet- 
heart (Gibson), present head wom- 
an and ‘nice’ girl (Cummings) and 
a middle-aged school teacher em- 
ployed to give the mugg English 
lessons (Miss Skipworth). When 
the Misses Skipworth and West are 
on view, together or separately, the 
laughs come often, and in the brief 
period assigned them as a team the 
comedy pace is even speedier. They 
do a virtual cross-fire two-act when 
doubling. Miss West’s dialog is al- 
ways unmistakably her own. It is 





doubtful if anyone else could write 
it just that way. 

The way the West-Skipworth mo- 
ments stand out suggests the pic- 
ture could have stood more of them, 
but the obvious intent is to nurse 
Miss West along. She’s tossed into 
this one rather abruptly and with- 
out bearing on the plot, much in the 
the manner that Jimmy Durante has 
been handled by Metro. That’s okay 
if they don’t do it too often. As 
long as this film proves the former 
legit name has something for pic- 
tures it wouldn’t be taking a chance 
to shoot the works on her from now 
on. 

Miss Skipworth’s intelligent 
painting of a cultured lady having 
her first taste of hotcha is a gem. 
Misses Cummings and Gibson are 
more restricted than their elders, 
holding down ingenue-like roles that 
call for looks mostly. But they de- 
liver in every way. No leading man 
has been more ably supported. 


Story is merely that of a mugg 
who yearns to toss off the mugg 
staff after falling in love at a dis- 
tance with a Lady. That he winds 
up with his goal attained doesn’t 
matter much, although the happy 
ending cManges the tone that runs 
through the story up to them. He’s 
told midway by one of the girls he 
is more likeable when he’s himself. 

Roscoe Karns is the only other 
male player of story importance, be- 
ing active in most of Raft’s scenes 
as the speak owner’s combination 


pal and handy man. He grabs 
laughs, too. Louis Calhern is in for 
one scene, 


Except for minor footage in the 
Park avenue lady’s apartment the 
action doesn’t leave the speakeasy. 
The place is one of those brown- 
stones in the 50”s, and the twist is 
that before becoming a ginmill it 
was the ‘nice’ girl’s birthplace and 
home. Story was adapted from 
Louis Bromfield’s ‘Single Night,’ but 
the dialog that was added made the 
story and the picture. Bige. 





DARE’S COL. DANCES 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Danny Dare wil routine the dances 
for Wheeler - Woolsey’s ‘That's 
Africa’ at Columbia. 
Dare is currently at Metro doing 
the numbers on ‘Magic Carpet,’ sec- 





ond in a new series of M-G shorts. 


3 ON A MATCH 


National production and Warner 
release. Features Warren Wiiliam, 
Joan Blondell, Ann Dvorak, Bette Davie. 
Story by Kubec Glasmon and John Bright; 
|adaptation, Lucien Hubbard; photography, 
Sol Polito Directed by Mervyn LeRoy. At 
the Strand ‘ 7 week Oct. 27. Run- 
ning time, 63 mins, 

Mary Keaton 
Henry Kirkwood 
Vivian Deverse 
| Ruth Westcott 
Fe Erne eee 
| Mike anaes 


First 


Bros 





...Joan Blondell 
«.- Warren William 
Ann Dvorak 
Bette Davis 
Buster Phelps 
ee Lyle Talbot 
Humphrey Bogart 


cast array is the 
attendance motive for this picture 
which is surprising in its meager 
demands upon its quartet of fea- 
tured people. Total impression 
that of moderate’ entertainment 
which will fare as such. The person- 
alities involved and the ‘puzzle’ 
campaign invoked by the WB press 
department for it demand emphasis 
tc the fullest degree. 

Mervyn LeRoy seems to have shot 
around -the story rather than take 
the script too literally, and in do- 
ing so has inserted flash back clips 
of world events to mark the story’s 
period. This amounts to an energetic 
recounting of the news of the past 
and is a helpful sidelight to an in- 
terest which the scenario keeps 
promising to fulfill for five reels. 
That this pledge is not kept marks 
the picture’s collapse, the final two 
reels taking on the aspect of an 
ordinary gangster finale. Meanwhile, 
the cast members have reached for 
the imagination of the audience, but 
are never quite able to obtain a se- 
cure hold due to the effort to make 
the interest four-cornered and be- 
cause the story is inadequate for 
this multiple responsibility. 

‘1..€ Narrative concerns three girls, 
LeRoy having chosen to trace them 
from public school, somewhat in 
‘The Public Eenemy’ manner, to ma- 


An attractive 


is 


turity. One of the girls (Miss 
Dvorak) is socially above her 
schoolmates, another is the well 


mannered and studious member of 
the trio (Miss Davis), and the third 
(Miss Blondell) is the scamp, always 
in trouble and who eventually 
reaches a reformatory and then the 
stage. Children impersonate the trio 
through the juvenile prolog with 
Warren William eventually entering 
the running as the wealthy husband 
of Miss Dvorak. 

Long after their school days the 
three girls meet again. Miss Dvorak, 
mentally restless, despite all the 
comforts and a young son, decides 
on a voyage and through circum- 
stances meets Mike Loftus (Lyle 
Talbot) at a farewell shipboard 
party through Miss Blondell. Re- 
sult is that the wife never sails, but 
goes into hiding with the new found 
amour and her son. The story keeps 
Loftus’ background vague, but he’s 
a bad boy and eventually Miss Blon- 
deil tells William the whereabouts 
of his wife because of the child. Cul- 
mination is a divorce by inference, 
the marriage of Miss Blondell and 
William with Miss Davis merely, 
though insistently, present as the 








family friend and mostly because 
of the infant. With Miss Dvorak 
and Loftus going down the scale, an 
unexplained debt Loftus owes a 
racketeer leads to his kidnapping of 
the boy, the gangsters declaring 
themselves in on it and their deci- 
sion is to murder the child when 
the chase gets too hot. At which 
point Miss Dvorak, now addicted to 
dope, scribbles a message to the po- 


GLORIA 


(GERMAN MADE) 


Matador production. David Diamond re. 
lease in U. 8. Stars Brigitte Helm and 
Gustav Froehlich. Direction, Hane Behrend: 
story, Franz Schultz; music, H, J Salter: 


camera, Eric Fugizang. At the Tobis-Kino 


N. Y., on grind, week Oct. 27. Run ng 
time, 87 mins. 

Gearg Koehiler....cccccees Gustav Froehlich 
| BEOTIR cccccccetes Cecevceserss Brigitte Helm 
Felix seeeeocacecececesess - ROM Drucker 
SORRY BellinGs ccccedsecrsesses Fritz Kampers 
TAROPP coccccvecvcese Hugo Fische Koeppe 








Bad photography keeps this film 
from getting very far, but it ought 
to do pretty well i, Teuton nabes 
nevertheless. Story of a trans-At.- 
lantic flight should create some in- 
terest and lends itself nicely to ex- 
ploitation. Cast names of Brigitte 
Helm, Gustav Froehlich and Fritz 
Kampers will do the rest in drag- 
ging customers in. 

Story is evidently manufaciurea 
to fit around an aviation angle, but 
not too bad. It’s about the air mail 
pilot who'd like to do something 
more daring, but his wife won't let 
him. His pal wins the stunt flying 
contest which his wife wouldn’t let 
him participate in. Then, off on a 
night mail trek he returns to find 
his wife has been dancing with his 
pal all night. Jealous he takes off 
on a trans-Atlantic trip and man- 
ages to succeed. All is forgiven 
and forgotten. A bit stretched, that, 
but okay enough for the purpose in- 
tended. 

Either the director or photog- 
rapher did the actors no favor by 
allowing astonishingly bad closeups 
which distort the faces of both the 
stars. Otherwise the film has good 
enough technical quality, a couple 
newsreel clips being nicely stuck in, 

Kauf. 





lice on her dressing gown and 
plunges through a window. 

Miss Davis’ role is but that of an 
added starter and superfluous other 
than to fully interpret the picture's 
title. The three girls lighting cigar- 
ets from one match indicates that 
one of them must go. Hence, with 
the tragedy on her shoulders, Miss 
Dvorak has the heaviest part, but 
plays it unimpressively and is sub- 
servient in interest to Miss Blon- 
dell. The latter, again doing a mild 
interpretation of a diamond in the 
rough, puts the most animation into 
the story. With little for William 
or Miss Davis to do she dominates 
the film. 

Cutting of the picture has been 
smart, for it’s no longer than it 
should be, according to the treat- 
ment provided. That the story dis- 
integrates in the stretch is because 
it evolves into the familiar melodra- 
matic pattern of the gangster after 
evoking definite interest and sus- 
pense on the premise of a well- 
known superstition. LeRoy calls 
time out several times to emphasize 
the cuteness of the child. Too much 
so, as under the stress of this foot- 
age there are spots where the mee 
chanics intrude upon the younge 
ster’s sincerity. 

It amounts to a picture which has 
tried but failed to photographically 
decipher four characters, possibly 
because practically half the running 
time is concerned with their school 
days unto a graduation scene in 
which Grant Mitchell is buried, and 
there isn’t enough time left to con- 
centrate for full effect upon the two 
roles on which the story is really 
based—those of Miss Dvorak and 
Miss Blondell. Studio apparently 
realized a weakness as evidenced by 
the inclusion of Miss Davis, who 
has nothing to do. Bid. 








The Woman’s Angle 








‘Virtue’ (Col). 


‘Red Haired Alibi’ (Towers). 


‘The Old Dark House’ (U). 


film-shopping fanettes. 


racketeer trying to impress his 


William, 








The homely romance of a taxi driver and a lady of the 
pavements developed into a moderately entertaining programmer by the 
honest, sympathetic performances of Carole Lombard and Pat O’Brien. 
Fiim’s somewhat sordid realism lacks the glamor of a strong matinee 
entrant, but it propounds the always amusing theory that hard-to-get 
heroes fall hardest when they finally fall in love. 


Smal] town Girl victimized by Beast of 
City in a surrounding aura of blackmail, murder and redeeming romance, 
Quickie technique—whose cheap, unimaginative production will convince 
only the most simple-minded—reduces a fairly interesting Cinderella 
yarn to just another time-killer with a drawless cast. 





Its cast and the horrendous unreality of 
this artfully photographed meller will draw only the most curious of 
Those who attend will find their interest snared 
by amusingly picturesque characters and the warmth and charm that 
Melvyn Douglas brings to the leading romantic role, 





: ‘Night After Night’ (Par)—A sleek speakeasy proprietor sets up shop 
in the ex-mansion of the society girl who blots out memories of all the 
other women in his predatory career. 
ladies the domestic side of life in a speak, the disarming simplicity of a 
Park Avenue girl friend and the 
monumentally amusing tactics of affable and notorious Mae West. 


A racy film, showing appreciative 





‘Three on a Match’ (U)—Choppy melodrama diluting the four attrac- 
tive personalities that lend box office strength to an arresting title. 
Though fanettes leave the theatre feeling that they haven’t seen a too- 
good film, their interest is held along the way by the fate of a lisping 
tot whose kidnapping recalls a recent news event, and by contrasts in 
the lives of three school chums whose paths cross that of suave Warren 





‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U)—A heavy adaptation, preserving enough of 
the Hart-Kaufman humor to remind audiences of the delightful sarcasm 
in the brisk satire of the stage play. 
ladies in the performances of Aline MacMahon, Jack Oakie and Gregory 
Ratoff, but fanettes prefer Hollywood exposes in sugar coated doses. 


Plenty of chuckles for metropolitan 
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Divorce in the Family 
Metro production and release. Directed 
by Charles F. Reisner. Based on story by 
Maurice Rapf and Delmer Daves, witlr 
adaptation by Daves. Features Jackie 
Cooper. with Conrad Nagel, Lewis Stone 
and Lois Wilson in support. Photography 





by Oliver T. Marsh. Recording by Douglas 
Shearer. Film editor, William Gray. At 
Loew’s Metropolitan, Brooklyn, for week 
starting Friday, Oct. 28. Running time, 
78 mins. 
Terry Parker....sccccessss.-dackie Cooper 
Dr. Shumaker...sceseeseess--Conrad Nagel 
John Parker...cccceveseesesss Lewis Stone 
Mrs. Shumaker........0++...--Lois Wilson 
Tacille...sccrcccccccccecesss--Jean Parker, 
Al Parker.....s++. eeveees-Mauriee Murphy 
Kenny..eeesrens eeccccsess Lawrence Grant 
SNOOP. .cceecevces evccceeseRichard Wallace 
PaterOe.ooccccececessesccecees. Davia Newell 
GBpike ccocccscses cococcves. Cncar’ Rudolph 
FRROGCtA ccc ccvecscccccccvess Louise Peavers 
Metro gets away from the kid 


eycle label in ‘Divorce of the ram- 


ily’ with a picture that has plenty | 


of adult appeal and better than 
average entertainment value, but 
not more than medium box office. 
Its main chances lie in the amount 
of word of mouth it will get. This 
alone, rather than Jackie Cooper's 
name and the title, will prove the 
asset in the majority ‘of spots. 
What ‘The Champ’ did in building 
up Jackie Cooper's name for the 
box office this picture cannot dupli- 


cate, but it will alienate Cooper 
fans. Trouble will be that the 
Cooper fans who went for the 


youngster in ‘Skippy’ and ‘Champ’ 
will not be attracted by what this 
title suggests. 

Anything with divorce in its title 
should have been the last consider- 
ation in finding a name for the pic- 
ture, strictly for b. o. reasons. After 
the picture has been seen, the title 
is okay, thus placing the burden on 
word of mouth. 

Doubtless audiences will feel some 
disappointment over the ending, 
largely because Metro has built up 
Conrad Nagel’s part rather unsym- 


‘pathetically until the finish requires 


him to change his color. All along, 
audiences will hope that the un- 
happy kid is returned to his real 
father who let him do all the things 
his stepfather won't. 

Instead, in the last reel after the 
boy’s actual father has made up his 
mind he’s taking the kid regardless 
of courts, the boy switches his al- 
legiance to his step-dad. It’s only 
partially convincing and hardly re- 
stores to Nagel any sympathetic 
interest that may have existed early 
in the picture. 

Lewis Stone plays a scientist di- 
vorced from his wife through being 
away from the hearth too often 
and too long. He has his two boys 
one month out of the year, his ex- 
wife having them the balance. 

When the boys return home and 
their new step-dad puts them 
through a program of discipline 
that’s mostly misunderstood by the 
younger (Cooper), the story builds 
up a reaction against Nagel which 
most any mother would not ignore 
as Lois Wilson does in this case un- 
tii it’s too late and the younger 
boy has run away to find his own 
father. 

Picture is interesting partly in 
that it portrays a condition which 
is far from unusual in real life. It 
builds itself up evenly and dramat- 
ically, losing its realism only at the 
finish. It is inconsistent that any 
boy who so thoroughly hated his 
stepfathey as Cooper is called upon 
to do, would change all that to love 
because the stepdad (a Doc) saved 
his brother and then promised to 
take little Jackie or a camping 
trip. 

Acting of the principals gaited in 
favor of young Cooper, with Lewis 
Stone turning in the best job of all. 

Considerable comedy, mostly from 
Cooper, is provided. Many of the 
tricks with Cooper which worked 
out so swell in ‘The Champ’ are also 
in evidence here. Char. 


ONCE IN A LIFETIME 


Universal production and release. Direct- 
éd by Russell Mack. Featured players: 
Jack Oakie, Sidney Fox and Aline Mac- 
Mahon. Script by Seton I. Miller from 
Stage play of the same name by George 8, 
Kaufman and Moss Hart. Camera, George 









Robinson. At the Roxy, Oct. 28. Running 
time, 9) minutes. 

George Lewis. ccoscccccocecseess Jack Oakie 
Susan Walker... ....--Sidney Fox 


May Daniels....eeeseee+eeeAline MacMahon 
Jerry Hyland...sececcceees- Russell Hopton 

iss Leighton. cccccccscccecsss:> Zasu Pitts 

elen Hobart.....esccceese. Louise Fazenda 
Herman Glogauer..ccesesss-Gregory Ratoff 
Lawrence Vail...cceesesees-Onslow Stevens 
Mr, Walker....ccccescseees- Robert McWade 
Mrs. Walker....seccsoeess.-Jobyna Howland 
Miss Chasen......... eeeeee-Claudia Morgan 
Rudolph Kammerling.........Gregory Gaye 
Meterstein........ ce ee-..-Eddie Kane 
Weisskopf........ occssscces JOnERIe Morris 
Phyllis Fontaine. .ccccceoecesss: Mona Maris 
Mloravel Leigh. .cccoccesseseeses Carlo Tevis 
Sep eae ececeess Deacon’ McDaniels 
ey eee Frank LaRue 





‘Once in a Lifetime’ confirms the 
truth of the axiom that addressing 
biting satire on screen idols to film 
fans, however funny, isn’t good bus- 
iness. The Moss-Kaufman play that 
Was a smash on the stage turns out 
pretty much laughless before the 
strictly cinema crowd. 

This Friday evening performance 
had a fairly well filled house, which 
Zave the most uproarious incidents 
of the spoof at Hollywood only the 
mildest kind of response. The Roxy 

lientele doesn’t represent the keen- 
est metropolitan’ tastes, probably, 








but if a fairly representative Broad- 
way crowd receives such a picture 
‘ith a degree of indifference, what 
is to be expected of the reaction of 
the big town neighborhoods and the 
lesser spots behind them? 

The play has been roughened and 
hoked up for the celluloid version. 
Some of the bits have been Sennett- 
ized and some of them toned down 
or deleted altogether. Adaptation 
was a good deal of an intricate job, 
anyway. If they had taken the sting 
out altogether, it wouldn’t be ‘Once 
in a Lifetime.’ Apparently they tried 
to meet the problem by jazzing up 
the obvious exaggerations. Result 
is elaboration of comic detail and 
broadening of already broad cari- 
eature. Effect isn't altogether sat- 
isfactory. 

Thing that salvages what possi- 
bilities the story has is the superla- 
tive playing of several leading roles, 
notably. that of Dr. Lewis by Jack 
Oakie and the Herman Glogauer of 
Gregory Ratoff, the latter built up 
for the screen and played in Gil- 
bertian proportions by this shrewd 
comedy delineator. It has an ex- 
plosive energy that carries it along 
on its farcical momentum, and Rat- 
off uses just the shading of dialect 


that gives it the finishing comic 
touch against the colossal back- 


ground of burlesque splendor of the 
Hollywood locale. 

Every time the casters need a 
calmly venomous feminine type they 
turn to Aline MacMahon. Here they 
have her in a role made to her 
measure. It is through her lips that 
the satirical poison directed to Hol- 
lywood filters, and this actress, 
above all others, specializes in a 
devastating gift for calm destruc- 
tion of ostentatious balloons. 

Two other intimate portraits are 
contributed by the fluttering Zasu 
Pitts as the studio appointment girl 
and Louise Fazenda as a vixenish 
chatterer whom Hollywood insiders 
probably will unanimously identify 
more definitely than as a type. 

Onslow Stevens, recruit from the 
Pasadena Players, has the play- 
wright role, played on the stage for 
a time by Kaufman himself. He 
chooses to go after subtle playing, 
attempting to express concentrated 
fury in underplaying rather than by 
vigorous treatment of the infuriated 
dramatist left at high pay to his 
own devices by the studio mogul, a 
strictly legitimate handling that 
doesn't belong in the screen version. 

Picture is another one that will 
get the plaudits of the initiated 
few, but only puzzlement from the 
generality. Screening at the Roxy 
is preceded by a title explanation 
signed by Carl Laemmle, who takes 
occasion to assure his audience that 
it’s all in a spirit of good, clean fun. 

Rush. 


BLAME THE WOMAN 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Hakim production and Principal release 


in U. S. Stars Adolphe Menjou, directed 
by Fred Niblo. At the Fox Brooklyn, 
commencing Oct. 21. Running time, 66 
mins. 

Dan Macqueen......see...--Adolphe Menjou 
Joe Fragson....cccccsceces Claude Allister 


Marda Blackett.....-.ee+0...-Penita Hume 
Reggie Dean.......++.e0e...Kenneth Kove 


Blackett...... eseceeeseeeess- Desmond Jeans 
Fea Walter. ..c-cesccce »»--G. D, Manetta 
Cloak Room Attendant.....Roland Gillette 
BEM SHUEWUDS 6 bc 0:06 daw eh bs ccives Toni Bruce 
Spellman...... eeseseccoess Shayle Gardener 


This is a quota picture made in 
“england by Eric Hakim for Metro 
as ‘Diamond Cut Diamond,’ but re- 
leased over here by Sol Lesser and 
Frank R. Wilson. Not among the 
best examples of recent British ac- 
complishment, but nicely directed 
by Fred Niblo with two American 
b. o. names heading. Theme is 
poorly chosen and frequently the 
photography is not up to standard 
with the sound n. s. g. either. Com- 
petent to single, though not bril- 
liantly, in the second flight. Will 
not be a money picture in any spot. 

Chief defect is that it puts the 
debonaire Menjou on a spot as an 
out and out criminal; not a gentle- 
man adventurer of the Raffles type, 
but a common thief. It will not 
gain sympathy for him and the final 
flash of himself and Allister on the 
rockpile, where they rightly. be- 
long, will not help any. 

Action opens with the two men 
down and out in some South Seas 
spot after Allister’s flirtations have 
caused them to flee San Francisco. 
Menjou complains that it is Al- 
lister’s propensities for Women 
which are keeping them down. In 
the end he is himself the victim of 
a clever girl crook who turns him 
up to the police for the jewel rob- 
beries by which she has profited. 
That's all there is to the plot. The 
rest is incident. 

There is a terrific lot of running 
back and forth with a repetitious 
use of an elevator which becomes 
tiresome. Practically no suspense 
and no vivid action following the 
opening, which is hurt by the very 
obvious studio sets and blacked up 
‘natives.’ Picture is poorly lighted, 
with Menjou looking haggard. Al- 
lister suffers less from the lights as 
well as the writing, and manages to 
achieve a personal success. senita 
Hume in the feminine lead, gets 
very little chance. There is a silly 
ass type, different from Allister, 
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THRILL OF YOUTH 


George R. Batcheller production released 
through Chesterfield. Directed by Richard 
Thorpe. Story and adaptation by Edward 
T. Lowe. In the cast: June Clyde, Allen 
Vincent, Dorothy Peterson, Matty Kenyon 
George Irving, Ethel Clayton, Lucy Beau 
mont, Tom Ricketts, Caryl Lincoln, Bryant 
Washburn. On double feature program at 
Loew's New York one day, Oct. 27. Run- 
ning time, 60 minutes 








Independents are deliberately 
courting censor trouble with themes 
like this. ‘The Thrill of Youth’ is 
the type of picture that reflects only | 
discredit on the film industry. Its 
story is not only bungled, but in de- | 
cidedly bad taste for all classes of 
audiences. | 

Extreme sex laxity prevails. Only 
the grandfather preaches against 
general atmosphere of loose con- 
duct. 

The father of two boys is shown 
running around with a married | 
woman who tries to buy off her own 
husband. The boys take girls into 
their own bedrooms. Father con- | 
dones their bad behavior, even of- | 


fering them a drink after one of | 
their escapades. 
The family has a cabin lodge, 


where the father, the married wom- 
an, one of the sons and a young girl 
spend a night together. 

Bulk of story is made up of simi- 
lar hoke sensationalism calculated 
to inspire censure everywhere. 

Waly. 


BARBERINA 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Friedrich Zelnik production. No U. S. 
distributor chosen yet. Stars Lil Dagover | 
and Otto Gebuehr. Direction Friedrich Zel- 
nik; photography, Friedl Behn-Grund; 
music, Mare Roland; story, Carlson and 
Behrend. At the Hindenburg, N. Y., on 
grind run beginning Oct, 25. Running time 
78 mins. 

Frederic II.....e..6 covcecssceee Otto Gebuehr 
Barberina..... oceveccccccceece. Lil Dagover 
Her mother.....eee« scecccceces- Rosa Valetti 
Baron Cocceji...ceceseces++++-Hans Stuewe 

jaron Poellnitz..........Hans Junkermann 
BOONE 6 v0 6 oa0n0e 008% ++.-Hans Brausewetter 
Eve ..-Margot ‘Walter 
Demoiselle Brigelli. eccocecces 18 Arian 
eer ccccccececooe. -T-aul Otto 










Fine German costume piece that 
will have a cinch b. o. run in Ger- 
man language theatres. Looks very 
much like the film is in for misman- 
agement in this country, but if 
picked up by a competent distribu- 
tor quickly ought to be one of the 
biggest winners in the strictly Ger- 
man field of the season. 

Story is built around King Fred 
eric II of Prussia, one of that 
country’s greatest heroes historic- 
ally. It’s a pleasant light story, 
capably plotted and well developed. 
Friedrich Zelnik has given it a fine 
production, and Otto Gebuehr and 
Lil Dagover in the leads are splen- 
did. Miss Dagover is more beauti- 
ful than ever, and Gebuehr is as ef- 
fective as always in his favorite 
part of the Great ‘Fritz.’ 

It’s one of those rococo dramas 
that German - Americans have 
always shown preference for, 
abounding in costly and beautiful 
sets. Same sets were doubtless used 
previously for other Sanssouci films, 
but that doesn’t detract from their 
loveliness. 

Has to do with the period in 
Frederick the Great’s life when he 
fell for a little Italian dancer. She 
made a fool of him, but it gave him 
a small chance for amusement and 
light-hearted ease. Idea of the 
thing, of course, is to show that 
even the great are lonesome, with 
the finish showing ‘Fritz,’ a lonely, 
broken old man looking out the 
windows at his victorious armies 
while his palace is bare and the 
little mistress he hoped to make 
happy goes off with a younger and 
handsomer lover. 

Ufa handied the distribution of 
the picture in Germany. In New 
York there is no distributor set as 
yet, the film’s first New York show- 
ing being in an independent house 
while the possible distribs are dick- 
ering about terms. Kavuf. 


VIRTUE 


Columbia production and _ release. Di- 
rected dy Eddie Buzzell. From story by 
Ethel Hill, with adaptation and dialog by 
Robert Riskin. Assistant director, Sam 
Nelson. Photography, Joseph Walker. 
Recording, Edward Bernds. Co-features 
Carole Lombard and Pat O’Brien. At 
Globe, N. Y., for week starting Wednes- 
day, Oct. 26. Running time, 68 minutes. 


MAG... <sa0 srccccccscccccoessCarvle Lombard 
JIMMY. cercoseeccccscocscccsccs-Pat O’Brien 
.: eye MPTTTTITITT Tre TTT kl Methot 
TOOts. .coccccccceccccccesdccee Jack LaRue 
POEEE sco caee PPeTITIT TT Tee eee Ward Bond 
MacKenzZie....sesseseeee Willard Robertson 







Gest.ovcecée eoee- Shirley Grey 


ee ee Le Saint 


Programmer cut from a familiar 


|} pably, 


|girls getting a 
| providing they leave the city. One 





pattern, but good box office and well | 
enough told to merit some word of | 
mouth. While audience won't go 
into raves, picture will sufficiently | 
entertain to rate as an attraction! 
worthier than the general run in a 
class. . 

Not produced with the intention | 
of de luxe first run booking, ‘Virtue’ | 
deserves dating in the better class | 
secondary first runs in the keys. If} 
bought for a split, it should get the| 
long half of the week. Since the} 
names of Carole Lombard and Pat 


capitally played by Kenneth Kove, | O’Brien are not big at the ticket} 


and that about disposes of the act- 
ing end. Picture belongs in the 
class which is neither good nor 
poor—just so-so. Chic, 


window, exploitation campaign and 


(‘ads should hinge on the story. It) 


is a type that’s always good b. o. 
Title can be regarded in any one! 


of a half dozen ways, but the theory 
of a prosty regenerated through 
love and marriage is always bait for 
the public. Many times the same 
story has been done poorly. In this 
case it’s interestingly told, with a 
lot of plot squeezed into the 68 min- 
utes of running time. 

Eddie Buzzell (Edward in the 
credits, mind you) is the director. 
Hie has fulfilled his assignment ca- 


getting from the script 
handed him every ounce of good 
picture it cortained. Suspense is 


well sustained and action is even 
throughout. 

The dialog writer has also in- 
vested picture with a_ sure-fire 
touch, including in his contribution 
a lot of wisecracks that pass either 
as realistic in view of characteriza- 
tions or as comedy, sometimes both, 

Story opens on a group of street 
suspended 


| 


| 


| 


sentence | 


sirl (Miss Lombard) goes as far as} : . 
| gives every indication of intelligent 


125th street, New York, on a ticket 
bought for her to Danbury, and 
through gypping a cab driver of fare 
back downtown strikes up an ac- 
quaintance that eventually brings 


| 


about marriage for them. The night | 


of their marriage a cop comes to 
take her into custody, yet Pat 
O’Brien, as her husband, sticks to 
her until he learns of a clandestine 
visit she has made to a former ho- 
tel hangout, where she had gone to 
retrieve $200 she had loaned a girl 
friend out of money her hubby had 
saved up. 

A murder occurs in the hotel, cir- 
cumstantial evidence pointing to the 
heroine, who is sent to jail. Last 
reel is given over to O’Brien’s suc- 
cessful efforts to prove her innocent. 
It's all carried out very convincing- 
lv. One reason the picture will be 
liked is that it will have audiences 
agreeing that ‘all this could hap- 
pen.’ 

Both O’Brien and Miss Lombard 
100% in their roles, with Mayo 
Methot as another girl of the streets 
runner up for third place. Char. 


SON OF OKLAHOMA 


Trem Carr production released through 
World Wide, Story and direction by R. N. 
Bradbury. Adaptation and dialog by Burl 
Tuttle and George Hall. At the Tivoli, 
N. Y., on double feature bill one day, Oct. 
23 tunning time 60 mins. 
an CIAVtOR. «ccs wregServeccesside Bob Steele 
Mary Clayton....cecssees..Josie Sedgewick 
John Clayton. .escceesess.- Robert Houmans 
Manual...ceces ...-Julian Rivero 
ANitd..cccs . -..Carman Laroux 
Brent. .crcececscsccoscisederinces Earl Dwire 















Different from the average west- 
ern story. Patrons of this type of 
picture will find it well told. 

A short prolog in which the main 
characters are revealed as children 
is edited nicely into a narrative 
pick-up of the full grown Dan Clay- 
ton. Audience has insight into the 
background of the hero Dan, and the 
direction nurses along the interest 
thus created. 

There is enough hard riding and 
shooting to make up for a short- 
age of fisticuffs, although Bob Steele 
uses all the screen cowboy’s tricks 
at one time or another. 

Earl Dwire makes a studied vil- 
lain as Brent. 

Story concerns a family broken up 
by a wrong-doer. Years later the 
son, father and mother are reunited 
in different roles. Mother has turned 
saloon keeper with the hope of lo- 
cating her boy, while the father has 
become a sheriff. The boy, brought 
up by a Spaniard, is in quest of a 
gold mine with the narrative heads 
into the reunion climax. Waly. 


Keine Feier Ohne Meier 


(‘No Ceremony Without Meyer’) 
GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 

Gustav Althoff production and Jos. Unger 
release in Features Siegfred Arno, 
Ralph Artur Roberts and Lucie Englisch. 
Direction, Carl Rose. Photography, W. 
Hameister and M. Gottschalk. Music, Ar- 
thur Guttman. Story, Fritz Falkenstein 


and Curt Braun. At the 79th St. Play- 
house, N. Y., on grind, week Oct. 28. Run- 
ning time, 84 minutes. 

Siegmund Meyer............-Siegfried Arno 
Stadtrat Goebel........Ralph Artur Roberts 
MOPH ss et edocsed PETTITT TTT VYina Gralla 


Frau Konsul......+secesse--Adele Sandrock 
Fraulein Krause....ee+++-..Maly Delschaft 
Typist..... mesendterdgeet sen Lucie Englisch 
Her’ Fiance..ccocccccccess Kurt Vespermann 





Another Teutonic farce, overacted, 
overdrawn and with elephantine 
pace. A few good laughs, but most- 
ly too slow to mean anything. Fairly 
capable cast is allowed to overdo 
the comedy, turning it in spots to 
sheer burlesque. 

Idea is fairly amusing. Has to do 
with Meier, the lad who runs a com- 
bination matrimonial agency and 
divorce bureau. He’s posing to a 
prospective father-in-law as a mil- 
lionaire, and, of course, is found out 
via the usual devices. Gal happens 
to be in love with another lad, who 
knows Meyer, and, without telling 


him the name of the gal, gets Meyer | 


to help muddle things up. 

Long cast of good comedy names 
ought to help a little at the b. o., 
but not much. Siegfried Arno is 
amusing, as always; Lucie Englisch 
is rather better than usual and 
seemingly not quite so plump; 
talph Artur Roberts, always a dan- 
gerous actor, {Is allowed--to overdo 


Sandrock just grunts through her 
role, 

Couple of songs are fair, and pro- 
duction satisfactory without achiey- 
ing distinction. Kay. 





| the first two 





————————————— — 
(BRITISH MADE) 

London, Oct. 14. 
A B & D ms production ree 
l | 1 j British Directed 
l rred st 

I Ann ( J Stuart 
1 i Law H Pree 

‘ ‘ hea » ion ’ 1 

The stage partnership ) Tom 
Walls and Ralph Lynn having been 
dissolved, there has now been a 
similar pariing in their respective 
film activities Walls is starred in 
this picture alone, and it is at once 
apparent the absence of Lynn is 


quickly felt. It isn’t easy for a 
middle-aged man to sustain an en- 
tire film feature alone as an irre- 
sistible lover. This is particularly 
the case with Walls, because the 


photographer in this instance has 
rot dealt too kindly with him. 
The story in itself is of small 


consequence. The entire picture 
direction; nothing was apparently 
stinted in the matter of expense, 
There is a cast of uncommon merit; 


nevertheless an indefinable some- 
thing is lacking. It is that Walls 
doesn't quite look and act like the 


titled English gentleman he is 
posed to impersonate in this 
ture? 

For local 
well enough. 


up- 
piec- 


should do 
Jolo, 


consumption 


RIDE HIM, COWBOY 


Leon Schlesinger production released by 
Vitagraph Pictures, Inc, Directed by Fred 
Allen, Starring John Warne, and his 
horse, Duke. Based on story by Kenneth 
Perkins. At Loew's N. Y. on double feae- 
ture program Oct. 27. Running time, 55 


mins, 
SOOM TIRED occ ccvtnecursneere John Wayne 
Bees GRURGs oc nc s cansdoanivetincns Ruth Hall 
doham Gaunt. .ccoccccsecs Henry B. Walthall 
Pere 0dbeeaer Harry Gribbon 
Judge Jones.......... eeebbeeees Otis Harlan 
Sedge Bartlett... .cccecsesese Charles Sellon 
BRO. BOWS. cccwevséincedcess Frank Hagney 
John Wayne is a quiet, likeable 


western lead who, with a little more 
camera practice, should take shape 
as a second Gary Cooper. The story 
provided him in ‘Ride Him Cowboy’ 


affords a blend that makes this ex- 
cellent western entertainment. 

The supporting cast is far su- 
perior to the usual galaxy in pic- 
tures of this type. Frank Hagney’s 
bulk and _ sinister expression fit 
ideally into role of a leader of bad 
men. Otis Harlan as the quaint 
judge in an abandoned village is 
the comedy relief. 

As is to be expected, the villagers 
don't identify the gang leader until 
after a few barns have. been burned, 
Just when the clean cut young 
stranger, John Drury. is about to 
be hanged, an injured cowhand re- 
gains consciousness and the real 
story is relayed by Ruth Gaunt, 
pretty daughter of a rancher. 


There is more story than hard 
riding in this, a point in its box- 
office favor. Waly, 


THE KING MURDER 


Chesterfield production and release. Die 
rected by Richard Thorpe. Cast includes 
Conway Tearle, Natalie Moorhead, Marcee 
line Day, Dorothy Revier, Don Alvarado, 
Huntley Gordon, Robert Frazer and Maue 
rice Black. Story adaptation and dialog by 
Charles Reed Jones. Cameraman, M. A, 
Anderson, At Loew’s New York, N. Yoo 
one day. Running time, 67 minutes, 


Poison needle mystery that runs 


the gamut of three deaths before it 
reaches a happy ending. Okay asa 
secondary film. Title suspicions that 
the plot idea came from the no- 
torious Dot King case. If so, the 
film might have some slight extra 
b. 0. salability for the ‘C’ houses, 
which is where this film most aptly 
belongs, as a program leader. For 
the double-header spots it’s okay. 


Offers no claim as a horror film, 
despite its three deaths and it isn’t 
particularly poignant. Maybe that’s 
a b.o. fault, for e localized crime 
wave in this film storms through 
with the most even nonchalance of a 
pipe smoker. The police in this film 
never get excited and the head of 
the homicide bureau is a cultured 
society gent. 


The mystery gets under way in 
the very first sequences as four 
romantic situations, involving the 
police, society and the underworld, 
aré unfolded with no apparent rela- 
tionship to each other. Dialog ate 
tempts to connect the relationship, 
but doesn’t fully succeed. Besides 
which in the scene where the girl 
threatens her lover, the talk is pare 
ticularly crude. 

Since the manner in which the 
first two deaths of the picture oce- 
curred, is not shown on the screen, 
no one can doubt they happened 
mysteriously. A blonde golddigger is 
murdered. Then the cop who was 
stationed to guard her body is found 
dead. But in the third death the 
plot becomes uncovered as both the 
picture and the mystery finishes. 

The third death is that of the 
golddigger’s murderer. She tried to 
blackmail him and he got her. He 
gets stabbed by his own poison 
needle during the investigation of 


deaths. The man dies 


pong Ble Bpmccecty ah hen jin an attempt to geab the poisoned 
ve ) é usually, and Adelie} 


fin its 


| 


needle from the hand of his crimie 


nologist pal. 
Picture has a snifter of Broadway 
two-timing axis of playboys 


7 


(Continued on page 27 
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Radio Angle Bolsters Broadcast, 
18G’s; “All American’ 136's, Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 
The radio as an advertising force 
for its own entertainment opposi- 
tion, the picture theatres, is demon- 
strating considerable efficacy this 


week. Thanks to the box-office value 
imparted ‘Big Broadcast’ looks set 
to give the State seven days of 
profitable business. 

‘Chandu,’ however, isn’t benefiting 
at Lyric by having been serialized 
on the air. 

Big week-end crowds here to at- 
tend the U. of Minn. homecoming 
celebration, including the Minne- 
sota-Northwestern game, helped to 
set most loop show houses off to a 
fine start. 

‘All American,’ at the Orph, is a 
‘natural’ this week. With football 
fever high, film is a dandy magnet. 
The presence in the cast of Clarence 
Munn, local idol who was one of 
Minnesota’s greatest ail-time grid- 
iron stars last year, and who is a 
member of the institution’s coach- 
ing staff this year, means plenty for 
the gate. 

For its fourth week in the loop 
and its fifth week in town, ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ this time at 35c top, is stand- 
ing up as a whale of an attraction 
for the Grand, and will give that 
house one of its biggest weeks ever. 

‘Zwei Herzen’ did so well at the 
small new World, foreign film house, 
that it is being held over a second 
week. The de luxe 1,800-seat Cen- 
tury (Publix) reopens Thursday at 
40c. top with ‘Successful Calamity.’ 

With second half real estate taxes 
due this week and many people 
pinched for funds, and with a Com- 
munity Fund campaign about to get 
under way, there’s plenty of worry 
along the rialto. The outstanding 
pietures and stage attractions, while 
able in most instances to breeze 
through to a profit, are not getting 
anywhere near the box-office play 
that they would under ordinary cir- 
cumstances. 

Estimates for This Week 

State (Publix) (2,200; 55)—‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par). Not highly re- 
zarded as picture, but looks a money 
getter; should finish to a big $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Life Begins’ (WB), $11,- 
200, good. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55)—‘All 
American’ (U) and vaude, including 
Jack Mulhall, Rosetta Duncan and 
Charles King. Picture spells box- 
office for homecoming crowds. May 


hit strong $13,000. Last week ‘13 
Women’ (Radio), $00,000. 
Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35)— 


‘Chandu’ (Fox). Radio exploitation 
not giving this picture box-office 
strength. Looks like poor $3,500. 
Lass week ‘Troubles’ (M-G), $4,900, 
xood. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,600; 40)— 
‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO). After a 
week at the Orpheum, about $1,500 
indicated, light. Last week, ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G), big $3,500. 


Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Third loop 
run, a_very big $4,000. Last week 


‘Back Street’ (RKO), second loop 
run, held full week, $2,500, good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) — Last 
week ‘Horse Feathers’ (Par). ‘White 
Zombie’ (UA) and ‘Devil and the 
Deep’ (Par), second and third loop 
runs, $700, bad. 








vv 


‘SMILIN’ THRU,’ $4,000; 
DUST,’ 136, PORT. OK 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 31. 
‘Red Dust’ is a winner at the big 
Paramount, and in line for big re- 
sults. That house put F & M's 
stage unit ‘Sally’ in the top spot 
last week, but failed to get more 
than average biz. Stage units at 
this house are a strong build-up, but 
strong pictures get the real biz. 
‘Smiling Thru’ goes into a second 
week at the Broadway and very 
nicely. First week clicked for house 
record for this season. 
RKO Orpheum getting average re- 
sults with ‘Washington Merry Go 
Round.’ That house had ‘All Amer- 
ican’ (U) last week, and did fairly. 
Local censor trouble flared up 
again over ‘Payment Deferred, 
booked into the U. A. Censor board 
has been giving exhibitors a lot of 
trouble. 
Walter Siegfried opened legit 
stock at the Studio, changing the 
house name to Taylor Street the- 
atre. Tom Chatterton to play leads. 
Small house won’t make for much 
opposish. 
‘Virgins of Bali’ clicked for strong 
results at the Rialto and registered 
well. The house currently has 
‘Crooner’ and is in line for fair biz. 
General biz here is spotty. Ex- 
ploitation costs cut to low figure. 
Weather is okay for the b. o., but 
current demand is a lot of show for 
the money. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-65)—‘Red@ Dust’ (M-G) and 
F & M stage unit. Connecting for 
strong $13,000. Last week had F 
& M’s ‘Sally’ in feature spot, above 
‘Night After Night’ (Par), fairly at 
$11,000. 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-55) —‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). Going 
well for a second week, and that’s 
unusual in this burg. Should get 
around $4,000. First week clicked 
for best gross of the year in this 
house with big $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Washington Merry - Go - Round’ 
(Col.). Just average, $3,500. Last 
week ‘All American’ (U) just fairly 
with under $4,000. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 
000; 25-35) —‘Payment Deferred’ (M- 
G). Had censor trouble, which aid- 
ed exploitation. May run up to $4,- 
000, but problematical. Last week 
‘Wild Girl’ (Fox) did better than av- 
erage, getting $3,500. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Once in Lifetime’ (U). Good pace, 
$4,090. Last week ‘One Way Pas- 
sage’ (W-B) about average, fair, 


(Gamble) (1,500; 25)— 
‘Crooner’ (FN). Poor $2,000. Last 
week ‘Virgins of Bali’ (Principal) 
got attention and connected for a 
strong $3,000 on double feature pro- 
gram with ‘Texas Bad Man’ (U). 


U.A. PICKS 3 PARS 
FOR ITS NY. RIVOLI 














Grainger in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. $1. 


After closing the Fox product 
deal with Califor United The- 
atres, holding company for T & D, 
Jr, Golden State and San Fran- 
cisco Theatres Corp., J. R. Grainger 
arrived Wednesday (26). He ex- 
pects to remain here until the first 
of this week. Northern California 
product deal covers 70 odd houses 
in the friple combination, 

California United, which takes in 
the McNeil, Emmick, Nasser and 
Levin houses in ’Frisco, the Bay re- 
gion, and central and northern Cali- 
fornia, is the second largest circuit 
west of Chicago, being exceeded in 
numbers and volume of business 
only by Fox West Coast. 

Grainger was accompanied here 
by John Nolan, western sales man- 
ager for Fox. 








“Minimum $1.50 Dates 
For Metro’s ‘Interlude’ 


Road showings of ‘Strange Inter- 
Inde’ will be held to a minimum by 
Metro. Only new date, the ninth 
outside of New York, is the Apollo, 
Chicago, which started Sunday (30). 

Picture closed.in Boston Satur- 
day (29), goes out of Columbus 
Friday (4) and out of Cincinnati 
Nov. 6 under plans, It’s current in 
Providence, Cincinnati and Detroit, 

as well as New York. 


Obviously unable to gef through 
the entire year at the Rivoli, New 
York, on its own product alone, 
United Artists has arranged for 
three Paramount films for the house 
and will book others from the out- 
side. 

Deal with Paramount is for a pick 
of three pictures from its current 
schedule, first of which will be 
Lubitsch’s ‘Trouble in Paradise.’ 
This one goes after ‘Magic Night’ 
(British film) which opens at the 
Riv tomorrow (Wednesday) for a 
probable two weeks. 





Columbia Burns Up 
Over ‘Virtue Billing 





Marquee exploitation of ‘Virtue,’ 
current at the Globe, N. Y., has 
aroused Columbia, producer of the 
feature. 

Producer has notified William and 
Harry Brandt, operators of the 
house, that unless they remove one 
line the company will endeavor to 
have the courts enjoin the theatre 
from further showing of the picture. 

In the preliminary conferences be- 
tween the producer and exhibitors 
the Brandts have refused to remove 
the phrase considered obnoxious. 
This reads: ‘What would you do if 
you found your wife was....’ 

Columbia holds that this line is 
not in any of its press material and 
that exploitation of the kind may 
injure the picture in subsequent 
runs. 








China’s Publix Service 





Liang Chi Chui and Chang 
Kuai Lin, two youngsters from 
Shanghai, have arrived in New 
York to enter Paramount's 
theatre managerial school. Par 
will try to teach the lads what 
there is to know about manag- 
ing a theatre and then ship 
them back to China. 

Boys are relatives of the pro- 
prietor of King’s theatre, Hong 
Kong, Par’s first run house in 
that territory, and they will go 
into that theatre when ready. 
Meantime, they start this week 
at the Paramount, Brooklyn, as 
ushers, 


No Wasted Film in 


Present Indie 


Production: 08 Scenes, One Setup 





BIG GRID GAME DENTS 
PITT; ‘RAX,’ $4,700 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
Big football week-end, with 70,000, 
first capacity crowd of season, at 
Pitt-Notre game, did more harm 
than good to film trade, with desul- 
tory showings anticipated all along 
the line this week. 














PROVIDENCE IS B. 0. 
PROVIDENT; ‘RAIN’ 196 


Providence, Oct. 31. 
Looking up this week. Political 
campaign here is red-hot, and plenty 


taking in the rallies nights, but 
considering this, and stage oppo- 
sish, exhibitors seem content with 
their lot for this stanza. 
Aside from vaudeville and wheel 
burlesque the picture houses must 
compete with a pretty full legit 
week at the Carlton. The Shu- 
berts’ ‘Cyrano’ opens here Wednes- 
day for a two-day stay. Friday and 
Saturday, Cornelia Otis Skinner. 
Loew’s State is sprinting ahead of 
every other spot in town with ‘Rain,’ 
which will probably give the house 
a swell gross of close to $19,000. 
Blackstone at the RKO Albee is 
expected to boost ‘Washington Mer- 
ry-Go-Round’ up.to a good $10,000. 
Only the Paramount with: ‘Night 
After Night’ is away off at a maybe 
$5,000. 

Estimates for This Week 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66)— 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) 
and vaude, Blackstone headlining. 
Great bill and well liked. Plenty of 
takers, and house looks for $10,000 
without any difficulty; excellent. 
Last week ‘Sporting Blood’ (Col) 
and Texas Guinan okay at $9,900. 
Cariton (Fay) (1,400; 55-$1.65)— 
‘Strange Interlude’ (M-G). Closed a 
week’s run Saturday (29); a disap- 
pointment at $8,500, House had fig- 
ured on cleaning up since banning 
of play here several years ago 
caused furore not forgotten yet. 
Papers treated film kindly with one 
exception. Attitude of average fan 
here is that film will be back in the 
near future at popular prices, so 
why bother digging down for road- 
show engagement. This is about 
half of what house took in on 
‘Grand Hotel’ road show. 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-55) — ‘Golden 
West’ (Fox) and vaudeville. Heavily 
plugged stage show is putting this 
one over for an excellent $7,000. Last 
week ‘Wild Girl’ (Fox) was down a 
peg at $6,300, but good at that. 
Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)—‘Rain’ 
(UA). Notices lukewarm, but this 
is a Joan Crawford town, and the 
boys and girls are sure to clink 
enough coin at the box office to 
bring this one up in the big money 
at $19,000. Last week ‘Faithless’ 
(M-G) was the town’s worst at 
$7,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and ‘They 
Call It Sin’ (FN). Nice evenly bal- 
anced bill clicking with the twin bill 
fans in town, Expect this week to 
touch a fine $9,000. Last week ‘Six 
Hours to Live’ (Fox) and ‘Virgins 
o2 Bali’ poor at $5,800. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Night 
After Night’ (Par). Not so good; 
lucky. if $5,000, poor, Last week ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) cashed in on the 
radio names and hurdled plenty ob- 
stacles to come through for a swell 
gross at $10,400. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25-30)— 
‘That’s My Boy’ (Col) and ‘Most 
Dangerous Game’ (Radio). Latter 
is second-run feature seen here 
couple of weeks ago at the RKO 
Albee; despite that house ‘doing 
pretty well and expects to corral at 
least $3,000. Last week ‘Fourth 
Horseman’ (U) and ‘Strange Jus- 
tice’ (Radio) so-so, $2,600. 


W-W Takes ‘MW’ 


World-Wide has come to terms 
for the U. S. rights to ‘M,’ German 
thriller, with contract signaturing 
due this week. Picture was pre- 
viously bid for and optioned for 
terms by Paramount, Fox and Co- 
lumbia, all of whom let their options 
drop. Picture deals with kidnap- 
ping. 

Film was made by Nero. 














Metro’s Title Hunt 
Metro is looking for new titles 
for ‘White. Sister,’ made several 
years ago with Lillian Gish, and 
for a French comedy, ‘La Ten- 
dresse,’ recently purchased. 
‘Tendresse’ is being considered for 
4 Norma Shearer. 








Both Penn and Stanley, town’s ace 
sites, taking it on the chin. Former 
has ‘Mr. Robinson Crusoe,’ and de- 
spite nice campaign looks like a 
woefully timid $10,000. ‘Madison 
Square Garden’ shot into Stanley a 
day ahead of schedule when ‘Cabin 
in Cotton’ was yanked after a mis- 
erable five days, but sports picture 
has no femme appeal and may have 
trouble bettering a depressing $8,000. 
‘Rackety Rax’ had a nice opening 
at Fulton, attributed in some quar- 
ters to special exploitation and an 
increased advertising budget, with 
prospects of hitting a neat $4,700, 
best here in a couple of months. Da- 
vis easing along to weak $2,850 with 
‘The Crash,’ while ‘One Way Pas- 
sage’ doesn't look to create much of 
a flurry at Warner, where a very 
ordinary $6,750 is likely. 


Estimates for This Week 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘The Crash’ (WB). Chatterton no 
longer b. o. here, having skidded 
from A houses locally to those in 
Davis’ classification since her last 
picture. Poor $2,850 in prospect for 
this one, Last week ‘Life Begins’ 
(FN) brought here after great week 
at Stanley did all right, just short 
of $4,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-35)—‘Rackety Rax’ (Fox). Mixed 
notices for this one but grid farce 
possesses some selling appeal and 
lends itself nicely to exploitation 
Nice onening credited to first-rate 
campaign and expected to hold its 
own for an all right $4,700, best here 
in couple of months. Last week 
‘Last Mile’ (WW) around $3,900. 
Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Mr. Iobinson Crusoe’ (UA). 
Every method used to sell this one, 
but no go. Mixture of mediocre en- 
tertainment and Fairbanks’ deca- 
dence presages terrible $10,000, if 
that. Last week ‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) better than $14,000, good. 
Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par). 
Well liked, but limited appeal will 
keep it down to depressing $8,000, 
plenty bad. Last week ‘Cabin in 
Cotton’ (FN) worst in some time, 
being yanked after five days to bru- 
tal $6,000, a new low or thereabouts. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). Would 
have been a real contender if Pow- 
ell-Francis hadn’t made ‘Jewel Rob- 
bery’ first. This one, as result, has 
too much to overcome and will be 
lucky to skim through to $7,000- 
mark. Last week ‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) slightly bet- 
ter than that. 





‘Wide Range’ vs. ‘Fidelity’ 
Sound Starts This Week 


Battle between ‘wide range’ and 
‘high fidelity’ is scheduled to get 
under way this week when RCA 
Photophone plans to demonstrate its 
new sound method. 

Meantime, Western Electric, 
which several months ago staged its 
own showing of ‘range,’ is pushing 
its method by supplying it to the 
portable equipmént of L. Del Riccio. 
The 12 travelog shorts which Del 
Riccio is making will be the first of 
their kind, soundly speaking. 








Jules Levy Coastbound; 
No ‘Exclusives’ for Radio 


Jules Levy, sales head is back 
from the south after closing up 
about all that company’s further 
major possibilities, é‘ 

Remaining are a few deals on 
the Coast, including Golden State 
and the Greenfield circuit. Levy is 
planning to go Coastward in about 
two weeks. He may go to Honolulu 
on the Greenfield deal. 

Radio has no ‘exclusive’ 
declares Levy. 


intent, 





SEEK JOLSON TITLE 

Not satisfied with ‘Happy Go 
Lucky,’ United Artists is searching 
for a new title for the Al Jolson 
picture. At first it was called ‘The 
New Yorker.’ 

Probable opening at the Rivoli, 
New York, is just before Christmas, 
perhaps after “Trouble in Paradise’ 
$(Par). 





er 


Hollywood, Oct. $1. 
Fast shooting of indie producers 


is increasing. New twists are be« 
ing developed because of the many 
small indies working on a close 
margin of profit. 

Nearly all companies working 
under $356,000 budget are filming 
with only one take per scene, ex< 
cept for the big emotional moment 
which might get two ta‘tes. 

Fastest negative exposing occur« 
ring among the independents came 
during the making of a serial when 
68 scenes were shot without mov- 
ing the camera. Producer, using 
a neutral background, photographed 
every entrance and exit in the 24 
reel opus in less than a day. 

In pictures with a six day sched- 
ule an actor who fumbles a line, 
or a jammed camera, is a big liabil- 
ity. A cloudy day, if company has 
to work outside, kills the profits, 

Director of a six day camera 
race figures to expose about 3,000 
feet per day. About 1,000 feet of 
this is usable, which makes 6,000 
feet for the week, the length of the 
average indie feature. 


NO B. 0. BLUES IN CINCY 
WITH ‘RED DUST,’ 206’S 


Cincinnati, Oct. 31. 

Returns of downtown picture 
theatres are favorable in face of all 
the national, state and county elec- 
tioneering that’s going on here. The 
ballot ballyhoo proved a direct help 
for ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ 
at the Lyric. 

‘Red Dust’ is the current box office 
leader, clicking over the vaudfilm 
at the Albee, where a better than 
average program is on tap. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 385-80)— 
‘Troubles’ (M-G), and F-M ‘Dis- 
coveries’ revue, topped by Trixie 
Friganza, with Fred and Dorothy 
Stone as added feature. This is 
Trixie’s home town, Stepping to 
$19,500, fair. Last week ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ (U) and F & M ‘Desert 
Song’ tab on stage, $16,900, mild. 
Shubert (2,190; 55-$1.65)—‘Strange 
Interlude’ (M-G). Rounding out 
fortnight with a good $10,000, after 
pulling a hefty $16,000 in first week, 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 
‘Red Dust’ (M-G). Gable-Harlow 
combo pulling for an_ excellent 
$20,000. Last week ‘Movie Crazy” 
(Par) fetched a good $11,800. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ (Col) 
Bringing 912,000, good; electioneere 
ing time a help: Last week ‘Smilin’ 
Through’ (M-G) held up well in 
third week with $7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55) 
‘Faithless’ (M-G). Looks like $6,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Six Hours to Live® 
(Fox), $6,800. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500;. 25-40)— 
‘8 on a Match’ (FN). Indications 
for $5,000, fair. Last week “They 
Call It Sin’ (WB) $6,000, good. 

Grand (RKO) (1550; 15-30)— 
‘Golden West’ (Fox), and ‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par), second run, split 
week. Good $3,800. Last week 
‘Congorilla’ (Fox), and ‘Stranger in 
Town’ (WB), $1,800, okay. 

Family (RKO) (1000; 15-25)—~ 
‘Wild Girl (Fox), and ‘Thrill of 
Youth’ (ist Div.), split week. En 
route to $3,200. Last week ‘Fourth 
Horseman’ (U) and ‘King Murder’ 
(Majestic), $2,400. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Isle of Para- 
dise’ (Prim.). Heading for a good 
$2,000. Last week ‘Tempest’ (For<« 
eign), and German student singers 
on stage, $1,500, fair. 

Cox (1,300; 25-40)—‘Streets of 
Sorrow’ (Foreign), with Greta Garbe 
mountained over title and local mod- 
els on stage. ..This. former legit 
house rented for pictures for first 
time. Current week is for men only, 
Might get $5,000, same as last week, 
for women; a good figure. 











Quittner Motion Nov. 14 


Argument on a motion demand- 
ing that Paramount-Publix produce 
contra¢ts, franchises, letters, min-« 
utes and other papers in the suit 
of Edward Quittner, former ex- 
hibitor, against Par, the Hays of- 
fice and individuals, for $5,200,000, 
will be heard Nov. 14. 

This date was set in New York 
after motion was made by Quitt- 
ner’s attorneys Friday (28), before 
Judge Patterson, in U. S. District 
Court. Arthur Butler Graham is 
representing Quittner in the suit. 

When motion first came up, de- 
fense argued that to produce papers 
wanted by Quittner would require 
five years to assemble and six 
trucks to carry down to court. 
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. ***Evenings For Sale’ is dis- 
» __tinctly in the 24 carat class—it’s f, 
E a gem of a picture.” “eee © © @ §g be 


HERBERT 


MARSHALL \s % 


THE PHENOMENAL STAR OF 
“TROUBLE IN PARADISE” 


Svenings 
for Sale 


with 
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CHARLIE RUGGLES 
MARY BOLAND 
LCCIEN LITTLEFIELD 


FROM THE STORY BY 1. A.R.WYLIE 


‘Marshall, Ruggles and Boland 

are the exhibitors’ prime bets in 
‘Evenings For Sale’, together with 
the assurance of delightfully different 
entarenimnent.”, oc cg aw we 
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A natural comedy combination 
built for amusement and laughter 
... the Grand Gal of “Madame 
Racketeer,’ ALISON SKIPWORTH 
...with STUART ERWIN, who won a 
“rep in “Make Me A. Star.”” Two 
of the funniest people to guarantee 
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Cube Clubs devices become the property of the! Copper Stationery seey coting Rew See mame menstine | ‘Blue-Itis’ 
eee eae er for a gs hz theatre. : Tucson. tha ceeps e air cool in § Edward Sellette, of the Strand. 
Digzing. Sewn Soe 2 ee : = It's possible to hook in with a dry iia a inne | Keeps it warm in winer and fresh | New Bedford, Mass., recently re 
will keep them coming, a manager. 4. or similar stor eaten the | Thomas PD. Soriero, of the Fox lall the time. Get after the Sunday | * sedford, Ma: recently re- 
has invented a cube club. All who —— ba agente oe | .— , ite~ houses, has made a drive with an | editor 7 “ | vived the ‘Blueitis’ throwaway, with 
desire to join are enrolled and given i pl oy + Nab Pee ceeos arb + sh #4 ‘Arizona Copper Month’ in recog- | * ' g0od results. The original copy was 
= _ ~ oe « > 27° P | Dig Vy, , 1 > b « < sae . sts 2's i ief ta- ened writt n nearly 20 vears ago a2 ‘ i 
a = a aloe Ms or nel = prize awards made at the theatre. anata state chief meta Touting Shorts ai aoe = ptr. eee. > 
number. mach ticKet Ce G3 °!| This probably will hold back the bi = Soeet , oe ; so = ; a 
of the first nine numerals and a ce oo will Rac One of the novel gags is the use; An exhibitor who invariably men- | Since. Sellette has briefed it some- 
letter, as A-1, up to A-9. But num- plagiarism but some gags can be jf thin sheets of copper printed up| tions his short subjects in all his| what, and his copy may help those 
ber 10 becomes B-1, starting an-'thrown together to get the interest. |2S letter heads and carrying the | advertising, including the news-| who have not access to the original, 
other series of nine. message of the month. These were| papers, uses a special announce- | It runs: 
Just inside the door is a rack . mailed to all prominent persons in| ment board in the lobby for the NEW BEDFORD ALARMED 
with spaces three inches square. After Election the state. Letter heads are the! shorts. This is always in the same A disease commonly known as 


An attendant stands beside the case 
at the first night show and as each 
card holder passes and displays his 
card a one-inch cube is placed in 
the proper sub-division, and in the 
proper space for that numeral, so 
that the same card may not be 
registered twice. First block of nine 
to fill up means all under that letter 
get singles for the following week. 
Stunt is worked only from Monday 
to Friday, and free tickets are good 
only on those days. A block filling 
one night is not eligible for prizes 
the following week. 

Tickets are not immediately given 
out but are mailed, the entrant re- 
porting to the manager that the A 
or the C block was the first to be 
filled, and the passes being mailed 
to those entered in that, block. 


Loan Exhibits 

Loan exhibit idea appears to have 
been forgotten. It was good for a 
time, and that time is far enough 
back to make it good again. Even 
in the small towns there are really 
interesting collections of coins, 
stamps, antiques or just curios; the 
owners of which would be glad to 
loan a theatre for the attention it 
will bring themselves. The only 
thing is to locate these people. 

In Denver, for example, some 
years ago, an exhib borrowed a 
stuffed baby elephant for his dis- 
play on a jungle picture. It was 
owned by the widow of an old show- 
man, and she not only loaned the 
pachyderm, but added a collection 
of skins. Down in Jacksonville 
there is a big game hunter who 
helps out the theatres with similar 
displays, and at numerous points in 
the southwest there have been not- 
able displays of relics of pioneer 
days. 

Find out what people have and 
try to fit it to a picture. Get hold 
of some exhibits for the dull weeks 
before Xmas, 





Radio Gags 

Radio gags are going to be exten- 
Sively used for Paramount's ‘Big 
Broadcast.’ They also will fit in 
with other titles of recent origin. 
One of the best gags, of course, is 
the radio contest, in which local 
talent competes on the air for a 
prize, which generally is a limited 
radio date. This is possible only 
when there is a local or nearby sta- 
tion. But houses near a small ether 
outlet can combine in a joint con- 
test in which each house selects its 
entrant for a central broadcast. To 
work this successfully it is neces- 
sary to co-operate with other thea- 
tres playing the picture about the 
Same time. Here the prize can be 
the appearance of the winner at all 
houses where the picture is spotted 
on the night it plays. 

Another angle is a voice imper- 
sonation contest. In this the entries 
broadcast over a loud speaker, and 
the best imitation gets the award. 
Any of these should help to clean 
up. 


Legs Again 
_ The stocking show got another 
whirl from a small timer when he 


sent out a float on ‘Million Dollar 
Legs.’ Float was built so that the 


advertising section was 18 inches 
off the floor of the car, and below 
this dangled three pairs of legs on 


each side. Everyone saw the float, 
but the exhib is wondering how 


many read the copy. 

Stunt was so good, however, he 
is planning to revive the store win- 
dow idea. The regular store shade 
will be replaced with another paint- 
ed up for the show and tricked so 
that it stops a foot and a half from 
the floor. Shade will be all the 
way down four minutes out of each 
five, with the average male passer 
getting at least eight minutes in 
which to absorb the sign. He's 
looking for a second-story window, 
if possible, to give everyone a 
chance to look. 


Sound Contest 

Something out of the usual chan- 
nel, either for children or adults, is 
a sound effects contest. 

This is launched by a talk from 
the stage or, better still, if news- 
paper co-operation can be had, ina 
newspaper. Gist of the talk relates 
to the novel effects created for radio 
broadeasts and the sound pictures. 


Such simple effects as a lion roar, 
the wind machine, cocoanut shells 
and sandpaper blocks can be used 
to illustrate the idea. This is backed 
by the offer of prizes for the best 
and most novel sound-effect ma- 
chines built and exhibited If cash 
Prizes are offered it may e pos- 
sible to stipulate that the winning 





With election out of the way, the 
next drive point is Thanksgiving, 
with football on the side. If you 
used the election estimate idea, it’s 
a good plan to follow with the ef- 
forts of the customers to name the 
winners of the Thanksgiving Day 
big games, with the probable scores. 
Split the prizes, if you can afford to 
be generous, and give one set fo 
the most accurate forecasts of win- 
ners and another for the nearest ap- 
proach to the scores. 

To save time, have the answers 
made out in duplicate with one held 
by the contestant. Arrange the esti- 
mates alphabetically, and do this in 
advance. Thanksgiving night, at the 
finish of the last show, offer a tabu- 
lation of the results, let the makers 
of the guesses proffer their correct 
slips and verify these from your du- 
plicates. This will save wading 
through a mass of guesses. 

The sporting editor can tell you 
what games are scheduled for the 
day. Get the blanks right out and 
use at least a dozen games. The 
more you use, up to 20, the easier 
the elimination. 


Starting Early 

Warner theatres are to have a 
drive to overcome the holiday hand- 
icap and in the Cleveland sector it 
has been planned to make this a 
pre-Xmas presentation of gifts. Ar- 
gument is that there are sufficient 
outstanding pictures to give the 
public an Xmas present every week 
between now and the end of Decem- 
ber, and the division office has laid 
out a campaign, prepared newspaper 
mats, trailer copy and all the rest 
to get the drive off with a rush. 

It’s figured to start so early that 
the novelty of the idea will pick up 
on the front end and that all can be 
built upon this as the season pro- 
gresses. Instead of waiting for the 
shopping slump, the campaign will 
anticipate it. 

One of the ideas will be a tree in 
each® lobby, with holly-decorated 
boxes, each labeled with the title of 
one of the pictures. Santa Claus 
impersonators will take their red 
overcoats out of moth balls at once 
and get busy with street and lobby 
stunts, 


Stiff Fight 

Projectionists’ Local 306 is mak- 
ing things tough for the Century 
theatre circuit over in Brooklyn. It 
started in with three-sheet adver- 
tising boards, with the entire appeal 
on the single bill. Now it gets out 
a special three for use in each sec- 
tion where there is a Century house, 
with that theatre definitely named. 
These are used with a general 24- 
sheet containing the offer of a re- 
ward for the apprehension of 
bombers. 

There is also a float which peram- 
bulates a large announcement which 
corresponds to about a 32 sheet. 
This repeats the bombing reward 
with the reward line ‘Theatre 
Bombing’ and ‘Century theatre’ 
given the big display lines. 

House cannot complain at the al- 
leged co-operation, and yet the ef- 
fect of the bill is virtually to warn 
readers that Century theatres may 
be bombed. 


German Press Books 

Ufa has made a nice looking 
format for its press books without 
spending the heavy money involved 
over here. German exhibs are not 
accustomed to the broadsides and 
are entirely content with adequate 
but not extensive exhibitor aids. 

Books are 6x 9 inches, on tint pa- 
per, with a self index in the margin. 
First page carries the cast, billing, 
with divisions for the story, sales 
talk, extracts from the songs, if any, 
exploitation and advertising idea, 
the trade and daily press comment 
and the stills. 

Makes a sightly book and seems 
to meet the demand. No ad mats or 
ready written press stories, but ap- 
parently all the exhibitor asks for 
and less confusing than the mate- 
rial put out on the American prod- 
uct which takes at least an hour to 
read. 


Window Cleaners Parade 











| 


Berlin. 

For the new Lilian Harvey pic- | 
ture, ‘The White Dream,’ Ufa staged 
1 parade of all of Berlin's window 
cleaners. 

Two lead male characters in the 
film, Willy Fritsch and Willy Forst, 
play the parts of window cleaners 
Parade was staged through the cen 
ter of onsiderable space 


town rot ¢ 
in the dailies and proved quite ef- 


fect 


actual metal 1/1000 of an inch thick 
and not merely a copper-bronze 
surface. As flexible as paper and 
takes as clean an impression. 


Good English 

One school hook-up which might 
be capable of extension is being 
worked with a grade school through 
the English teachers. Each week 
the theatre mimeographs a page of 
double spaced copy about the com- 
ing show. It is full of grammatical 
errors, misspelled words and poor 
punctuation. Ticket prizes to the 
pupils who make the best correc- 
tions. 

Has worked so well that the high 
school is suggesting a similar stunt. 





Play Up Conditioners 

Most managers forget about their 
air conditioners when the steam 
heat is on. They figure it’s a sum- 
mer stunt. Public knows the house 
will be warm in winter. It needs 
only to be assured that the house is 
cool in summer, 

But there is a chance to crash the 
newspaper pages right now with @ 


place and is given the permanent 
caption ‘Just for Fun.’ An effort is 
made to really sell the shorts and 
not merely to announce them. 

After three months the theatre 
finds that very often a poor fea- 
ture can be eased over without dif- 
ficulty by playing up a special short, 
and the house is able to fight double 
bill opposition. Patrons declare 
they like the show better because 
the shorts are generally more inter- 
esting than the supplementary fea- 
ture is apt to be. 


For Economy 


For reasons of economy, Para- 
mount is back to its former press 
books for the regular programers. 
The deluxe press book introduced 
by Jack Hess, with its perforated 
pages, is to apply only to those pic- 
tures meriting such a book. 

Formerly all Par picture were 
press-sheeted on newsprint stock, 


books running an average of 20 
pages. Of the 65 pictures an- 
nounced this season, probably 


around 20 will call for the more 
elaborate press sheet. 











BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Fairmount, W. Va. 

R. E. Knight will return as man- 
ager of Fairmount and Virginia 
theatres, Warner Bros. theatres 
here, on Nov. 1. 

Knight has been district manager 
for Warners. He formerly managed 
the local houses for the chain. He 
displaces Floyd D. Morrow. 


Steubenville, O. 
E. L. Delaney of New York made 
manager of the Paramount theatre 
here succeeds Thor  Hauschild, 
transferred to South Bend for Pub- 
lix. 


Dallas. 
Organization of new Paschall- 
Texas Theatres, Inc., places Grover 
Campbell and T. W. Erwin as dist. 
managers, P. K. Johnson in charge 
of booking, and Ray Beall for the 


p. a. end. Latter formerly with 
P-P, 
Minneapolis. 
L. E. ‘Nicky’ Goldhammer of the 
local Radio exchange, appointed 
branch manager. Succeeds Nick 
Frisch, resigned. 
Albany, N. Y. 
Isaiah Perkins has closed his 


Adirondack theatre at Speculator. 


Dallas. 
Publix-Palace returns to a pit 
orchestra of 18 men Nov. 4. Hyman 
Charninsky will baton. 


Bronx, N. Y. 
Frank A. Keeney has the Bronx 
Opera House for five years and re- 
opens it Friday with straight pic- 
tures. Playhouse undergoes a 
change in name to The Bronx The- 





atre. John Callahan will manage. 
Newark. 
James S. Powers, of the 58th 


street, New York, now manager of 
Proctor’s here, succeeding Laurence 
Shead, resigned. Shead will vacation 
in California. 


Birmingham. 
George Nealeans succeeding Jack 
Murphy as assistant manager of the 
Alabama, 


Los Angeles. 
Majestic, Santa Monica, taken 
over recently by F-WC, opened 
Oct. 26 as grind. Don Seibert trans- 
ferred from Long Beach as house 
manager, 


Los Angeles. 

Ben Berenstein and Bunny Lus- 
tig have taken back from George 
Mann and son the Cameo, El Sereno 
(suburb), after house operation py 
the latter for more than a year. 
Straight picture policy will be re- 
sumed, 


Denver. 

Fourteen managers in the Rocky 
Mountain Division cashed in on 
prizes in the 100% drive of Fox-} 
West Coast, a national affair. Those | 
who were $100 richer were Ray 
Davis, Rialto, Sterling, Colo.; Wal- 
ter Smith, Oriental, Denver; A. J.} 
Hamilton, Strand, Rawlins, Wyo.; 
JI. G. Haney, Grand, Rocky Ford, 
Colo.; Harry N. Stone, Rialto, Butte, 


and E. C. O’Keeke, Fox, 
Billings, Mont. Winners of $50 
were Chet Miller, Paramount, 
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Ewart Boyd, Fox, 
Sidney, Neb.; C. A. Mulock, Rialto, 
Loveland, Colo.; Millard Gettier, 
Longmont, Longmont, Colo.; Chas. 
Ernst, Kiva, Durango, Colo.; M. E. 
Berkheimer, Coronado, Las Vegas, 

. M.; lL. M. Harris, Egyptian, 
Delta, Colo., and F. P. Larsen, Para- 
mount, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Walter Smith, Denver, won the 
Gus Kohn trophy and Joe Haney 
won the Frank Culp hat. 


Mont., 





New Haven. 
Carl Mortinson out as asst. mgr. 
College theatre, succeeded by Lewis 
Cohen, formerly poli. 
Wes Griffith now asst. mgr. Roger 
Sherman, succeeding Freddy Sco- 
ville, 





Houston. 
Roland Douglas p.a. at RKO Ma- 
jestic during Jack Jaster’s illness. 
Jaster is on sick leave, nervous 
breakdown, 





* St. Louis. 

New managerial setups for the 
Missouri and RKO St. Louis made 
by Emil Franke, RKO city manager. 
At Missouri, Stanley Kreuger will 
be house manager and J. G. Baum, 
treasurer. At the St. Louis, Joseph 
Klein will manage; L. B. Dougherty, 
treasurer, 





New York. 
Sid Zins resigned as manager and 
treasurer of RKO Madison, replaced 
by Al O’Camp. 





Sioux City, Ia. 

Fire in the World theatre Oct. 24 
spread to adjoining business houses 
and caused damage estimated at 
nearly $5,000. Blaze is believed to 
have started in the operator's booth. 
Loss to the theatre is estimated at 
$4,500. Sol Shulkin manager. 





Pittsburgh. 

Recent castoffs in local Warner 
office being placed elsewhere. 
Charlie Hague to Coast to join 
F-WC theatre staff; Christy Wil- 
bert, publicity department, to Mil- 
waukee as asst. publicity director in 
Fox-Midwesco. 





Pittsburgh. 

Fred Damis, formerly booker in 
Jersey zone for Warners, brought 
here as assistant to Harry Kalmine, 
new zone manager. Lou Brager, 
roving exploitation man, also sta- 
tioned here currently. 

Harry Feinstein, of the Jersey 
managerial staff, brought along by 
| Kalmine, goes to the Belmar, nabe, 
jas its Manager. 

Davenport, Ta. 

Rockey T. Newton, in conjunction 
with his duties as manager of the 
Capitol, reopened the Orpheum here 
but has turned the house over to 
Chas. K. Eagle. House playing pic- 
tures and five RKO acts, 








Denvé 
appointed head 


> 


Gene Marcus 


Allied Pictures exchanges to be 
| opened here and in Salt Lake City 
iby M. H. Hoffman. Gene is a 


brother of Mayor Louis Ma ) 
Salt Lake. 


| card 


Blue-Itis has broken out in New 
Bedford and as yet only one rem- 
edy for it has been discovered. The 
Symptoms are melancholy, grouchi- 
ness and a general dyspeptic con- 
dition. 

GREAT CARE MUST BE TAKEN 

TO PREVENT CONTAGION 

‘A sure cure and preventative is 
a visit to the Strand ‘The Patron’s 
Theatre. Treatment will be ad- 
ministered hereafter at least three 
times daily by the eminent blues 
disperservs and their staff of able 
assistants.’ 

The bill is given a large ‘Warn- 
ing’ or ‘Public Notice’ and Sellette 
has converted his time and prices 
to ‘Office hours’ and ‘fees.’ Good 
small town stuff. 


Novelty Hangers 
Cleveland. 

M. A. Malaney, general ad man- 
ager for’ Loew, finds that he gets 
good results from novelty hangers 
in street cars and that it pays to 
trick the cards up. He uses card Il 
inches. square, printed diamond- 
wise, and provided with cords to 
hang from the rail. 

Two .recent examples were for 
‘Grand Hotel’ and ‘Movie Crazy.’ 
For the former he used the urge to 
see the Garbo rose at a local store 
exhibition and promoted artificial 
roses from the store to staple to 
both faces of the card. Roses were 
pink with green leaves and about 10 
inches long. It got attention where 
straight cards might have passed 
without notice. 

Card for the Lloyd films had the 
familiar spectacles with moving 
eyes, which shifted with the jolting 
of the car. 





Gets S. A. 


Small town exhibitor who has a 
larger than usual stage has formed 
a girl basket ball team. Girls have 
snappy costumes and every Friday 
night they meet some other femme 
team on the stage. 

Last night show has the small 
stuff chopped to make time for the 
game. The girls come to root for 
their teams and the boys take a 
look. 

Payoff is that the exhib books the 
girls into housés in nearby towns 
for exhibition games on _ other 
nights, and the money paid for these 
dates will be used to give the girls 
a vacation next summer; which is 
deferred payment with a vengeance, 
but the girls are willing. They en- 
joy the fun, 





Exploitation Slipup 
Hollywood, 

Bureau of Vital Statistics threate 
ens to throw a monkey wrench in 
the exploitation by Warners’ Holly- 
wood on ‘Life Begins.’ After an offer 
had been made to establish a $50 
bank account for the first child 
born in L. A. after midnight Oct. 27 
house management learned that the 
city’s records are not compiled for 
from 10 days to two weeks. Pic- 
ture is set in at the Hollywood for 
only one week, opening on the day 
the offer became effective. To over- 
come this loss in publicity, War- 
ners’ station KFWB will broadcast 
a request that the Bureau be noti- 
fied immediately. 





Saving the Day 

Exhibitor has ‘Phantom President’ 
booked the latter part of November, 
too late to ride on the election ex- 
citement. But he figures that the 
lateness is going to help him some. 
He has had a bunch of petitions 
printed up appealing for a recount 
on the proposition that George 
Cohan really won, 

This is all done in proper form, 
with spaces for the sigs, and will 
be taken through office buildings 
and proffered on the street and in 
stores by tactful girls, who can put 
up a rapid fire talk about political 
injustice, 


Just another version of the 10 
signatures stunt. 
Got the Booby 
A recent writing contest was 





along the usual lines of tickets to 


| those writing the title the greatest 
| number of times on a postal card. 
One entry came in with a white 


| strip carrying the name of the en- 
ltrant and a smear of black ink that 
| covered the remainder of the card's 
| 3 irface. 

| Manager wrote the 


had heen ré 


entry that 32 
ceived, but that 
iave happened in 
illegible. Back 
lidn’t expect to 
ied on page 54) 


something must 1 


he mails as tit 
ime the reply: ‘I 


was 
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HE HITS @ 3 
AMERICA ! 
SQUARE IN 
THE HEART 


A lovable Rogers that will make this 
country ¢huckle, cheer and choke 
back sobs. A work-dodging, freight- 

hopping, care-chasing knight of the 
road...who helps everybody but him- 
self...and smoothes the bumps for a 
couple of young lovers. 





fice this is §. R. O. 


WVILL 











in his greatest character role 


TOO BUSY 
TO WORK 


with 
MARIAN NIXON 
Dick Powell 


From the story “Jubilo” 
by Ben Ames Williams 


Directed by John Blystone 
Watch Fox This Year 











BONN 
ROGERS 
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Tuesday. November 1, 1932 PE ¢C TaERtkst Ss 
———— _ ————————— _— — — tn —~ -_— — a ——— 
° TPE MUST PAY 
6 00m rroductions sa 
< Reversed Decision Gives Consoli- 
| dated $5,052 on Bill Due 
Week of Oct. 31 sl 
Talking Picture Epics, Inc., Frank 
— a | R. Wilson president, was not give 
i (Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed below alphabetically | any extension to pay up a $5,052 
| by studios. Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman, | bill due Consolidated Film Indus- 
S$—Star.) | tries, Inc., ruled the Appellate Divi- 
sion in N. Y. Hence, summary judg- 
COLUMBIA ae. Lowe A—Edmund Goulding ment for that amount, plus 6% in- 
‘That's Africa’ Hugh Herbert Benjamin Glazer , , 
nee METRO Maurine Watkins } terest was ordered paid to Consoli- 
(tnd week) ‘ in? Agnes Van Leahy |dated for its services in printing 
D—Eddie Cline Rasputin Milton H. Gropper lTPE fi | 
b—tee ae (16th week) _ Ray Harris ry » film 
Ca ene “pain D—Charies Brabin aners? +e *« Gal Defense a been that an aor 
oc Cast— -t al + puted si : Pen agreed upon, wit 
Wheeler & Woolsey ws Barrymore Miriam Hopkins | ‘On had oa ol A ve d po , 
Raquel Torres Ethel! pbs. hans took Dorothy Mackaill which the lower court had held, but 
Esther Muir Lione] Barrymore seal esa the App. Div. ruled the item had | 
Henry Armetta Ralph Morgan > rlis been long due, covering periods | 
Eddie Clayton Diana Wynvard Paul Ell : ‘ | 
‘Air Steshess? Tad Pea larnyses J. Farrell MacDonald from Jan., 1930 to February, 1932, 
é ee Walter Walker . ats2 a a . . ey a 
(2nd week) pot vngy wns og SE Sitsiow Stenmuae and ordered judgm« nt in full, sans 
D—AlI Rogell ee wel saint Frank McGlynn, Sr. any further trial, for Consolidated. 
ee ee C. Henry Gordon ‘Billion Dollar Seandal’ 
Milton Raison ‘Flesh’ (2nd week) 
Cast— (Sth week) D—Harry Joe Brown bd 
James Murray D—John Ford A—Gene Towne 
Evalyn Knapp Earl Taggart Graham Baker 
Jane Darwell C—Arthur Edeson Cast— 
J. M. Kerrigan Cast— Carole Lombard 
‘acquitted’ Wallace Beery Robert Armstrong e 
reek) Jean Hershoit Frank Morgan 
D—Roy wm Neill acta ior pe Irving Pichel X enc 
_- a Karen Morley rving iche 
A-—Garee saeagnee John Miljan Warren Hymer 
Jo Swerling Greta Meyer Olga Baclanova 
Cast— ‘ , as Rerton Churchill 
Allan Dinehart Let's Go Frank Albertson 
Mae Clarke (5th week) ‘ . , om 
Neil gg D—Harry Pollard Lives Sank eee Lancer 
Charles Sellon A—E. J. Rath st wee | 
{ Charles Coleman Byron Morgan D—Stephen Roberts | é 
' ‘Trail Maker’ Cast— A—Frances Yeats-Brown i — 
| (ist week) William Haines Cast— | 
Lambert. Hillyer Clif Edwards Clive Brook Chicago, Oct. 31. 
( D—Lamber Madge Evans Fredric March z 4 : 
A—Jack Natteford Conrad Nagel Gaty Cooper Three Balaban & Katz neighbor- 
= s , we , 
Come ——e = Fa haber I Richard Arlen hood deluxers, Tivoli, Uptown and 
W ‘s ughter’ . ‘ rw . 
Buck Jones (ith week) ‘Eleven Lives Marbro, have been stench aes 
Fox D—Clarence Brown (ist week) within the past 10 days. As the cir- 
‘Born To Fight’ A—David _ Belasco . D—Norman Taurog cuit is not involved in any labor dif- 
(ith week) jd ae RADIO ficulties the explanation of the 
Roar G. Evert Cast-- ‘Animal Kingdom’ smelly mementoes is charged to 
—Ha - £Varts Helen Hayes (Sth week) a zs : : 
Marion Jackson Ramea Movarre D—Edw. H. Griffith indie exhibs with a peeve against 
‘ Roland Asher Louise Closser Hale A—Philip Barry the new protection sonaere —_ 
ast— Lewis Stone Horace Jackson followed the dropping of double 
Ei Brendel Warner Oland Cast— : an Gok. 8 pping 
oe he ee Edward McWade Ann Harding features ae. . ida ies 
ane anater Ben Bard Leslie Howard In particular some o 1e smalles 
slow Stevens _— Tillie sarge y 
Mitchell. Harris MONOGRAM aah houses, and those clinging to two 
Russell Simpson ‘Lucky Larrigan’ Neil Hamilton features, have been placed in the 
a ahagsy gloat (ist week) Iika Chase 14th week of release. Grumblers 
‘Call Hee Savage yee Ea MeCaxthy be ee ae ee ae have felt that the treaties between 
IN nny C—Archie Stout — ig Maratea ooter | the various factions that led to the 
A—Tiffany Thayer na D—Robert Hill return to single features were ar- 
. R Helen , A—Keene Thompson ranged to favor B&K. Resentment, 
“le w ‘ a : 
Slicers tated Stanley Blystone eer too, has been reported over the new 
Thelma Todd zohn itiott Mary Mason requirement that makes 20 cents the 
Monroe Owsley Julian. Rivero ode AS ‘ — 
Estelle Taylor Henry Hall - Neg ly haney minimum night admission through- 
Willard Robertson ) Bayt yma: AR ca out Chicago. This condition was 
Anthony Jowett page sey wage giant -aNY imposed on quite a few 10 and 15 
Hale Hamilton ‘Man's Law’ TIFFANY : 
Weldon Heyburn (ist week) (World Wide) cent houses. Rn ay, 
Arthur Hoyt D—Phil Rosen ‘The Death Kiss’ The phew bombs are cre 
John Bitt a A—Peter B. Kyne (ist week) some of the burning brands among 
minnie T  . D—Badle Matis the exhibs 
‘Tess of The Storm Country’ Cast— A—Madelon St. Dennis ; *ai 
, Lois Wilson i? ar ee See es 
D—Altred Bantall. Barbara Kent Sater Mapleger 
A~Cirace Miller White Theodore Von Elta Cast— 
S. N. Behrman Robert Elliott John Wray LIC 
Sonya Levien H. B. Walthall Alexander Carr 
aac Jamison Thomas "NIVERSAL 
ae ona ie acetorme Ea FAVORS L. A. HOUSES 
Charles Farrell Willie Fong ‘S.0.S. Iceberg’ ° 
Dudley Digges PARAMOUNT — penalty ~ 
June Clyde ‘Under Cover Man’ —Dr. Arno anc 
See? eee et eek) ale. Comm. Srenk, Woeee Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
yr K r. Arno anck . 
Dewitt Jennings D—James Flood C—Hans Schneeberger Compromise 1:easure has been 
Eleanor Hunt ees “tee Cost— oe co agreed upon that will replace the 
, _ 4 Gibson owlan . itv 
ee Soe Cast— Leni Reinfenstah! proposed city ordinance that would 
Bruce Warren Gee nest Sepp Rist have given the police commission 
a Roscoe ween we af Udet : arbitrary powers in the licensing 
P ° Lew Cody Nagana and regulation of amusement 
Cavalcade Gregory Ratoff (ith week) houses 
(4th week) Jonn Hodson D—Ernst L. Frank a i 
D—Frank Lloyd Wm. Janney A—Dale Van Every Under the redrafted ordinance, 
A—Noel Coward ‘Island of Lost Souls’ Don Ryan expected to be passed this week, 
Regtnels Bete (Sth week) ce masts the commission will not have power 
Sonya Levien b, ala ire : 
Cast— a y tlt i Nee ~igae th to close a theatre for alleged in- 
‘Nig —H. G. . Mor 
sate lg Waldemar Young Onslow Stevens jdecent performances unless a con- 
Herbert Mundin mn ad aa Wm. H. Dunn viction has first been obtained in 
haw ten Charles Laughton ‘Laughter In Hell’ Superior Court. 
Frank Lawton pg Ee Pe Original measure, instigated by 
7 Kathleen Burke A—Jim Tully the reforming element, gave the 
Irene Browne — e — Reed police arbitrary power to. close 
"Ce etsu  Komar ast— ‘ . ; r 
Merle Tortenhnes Stanley Fields * Pat O’Brien houses at the discretion of its mem 
Tempe Piggott Hans Steinke Merna Kennedy bers. 
4s ] Robert Kortman Berton Churchill 


Billy Bevan 
Ann Shaw 

Will Stanton 
Adele Crane 


Douglas Scott 
Sheila MacGill 


(Ist week) 
D—Sidney Lanfield 
A—Aastin Allen 
Cast— 


(ist week) 
D—Harry 
A—Myles Connolly 
Cast— 

Charles Farrell 
Marion Nixon 


(2nd week) 


D—David Butler 
A—Frank Craven 
Sam Mintz 

Cast— 


James Dunn 
Boots Mallor:s 
El Brendel 
Buster Phelps 
Geo. Ernest 
Victor Jory 
Pat Hartigan 
Frank 


(Henry 
(Ist week) 





(Burton 
(Ist week) 
D—I M yn Hopp 








Dick Henderson, 


Lachman 


©’ Connor 


D—Lew Collins 

A—Oliver Drake 

Jack Hoxie 
‘Penal Code’ 


Jr. 


Bonita Granville 
‘Pleasure Cruise’ 


Genevieve Tobin 
‘Face In The Sky’ 


Humphrey Pearson 


‘Handle With Care’ 


INTERNATIONAL 
‘The Trouble Buster 
Goldstone) 


King) 


Harry Ekezian 
‘The Devil Is Driving’ 
(4th week) 

D—Ben Stoloff 
A—Frank Mitchell Dazey 
Cast— 

Edmund Lowe 

Wynn Gibson 

Lois Wilson 

Dickie Moore 

James Gleason 

Guinn _ Williams 

Alan Dinehart 

Charles Williams 

George Rosener 

‘Madame Butterfly’ 

(3rd week) 

D—Marion Gering 

Arthur Jacobson 
A—Joseph Moncure March 


Josephine Lovett 
C—David Abel 
Cast— 
Sylvia Sydney 
Cary Grant 
Charles Ruggles 
Irving Pichell 
Helen Jerome Eddy 


Sandor Kallay 
Edmund Breese 
Judith Vasselli 
Louise Carter 
Dorothy Libaire 
Sheila Terry 
‘King of The Jungle’ 
(2nd week) 
D—H. Bruce Humberstone 
Max Marcin 
A—C. Thurley Stonehan 
(—Ernest Haller 
Cast— 
Frances 
Robert Adair 
Florence Britton 
Ronnie Cosey 
Robert Barrett 
Bak2r 


‘No Man of Her Own’ 


(Ist week) 
D—Wesley Ruggles 


Dee 


ean 


Gloria Stuart 
Tom Brown 
Clarence Muse 
Arthur Vinton 
Douglas Dumbrille 
Lew Kelly 
Dick Winslow 
Mickey Bennett 
Tom Conlon 
‘They Had To Get Married’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Edward Ludwig 
A—Cyril Harcourt 
Cast— 
Slim Summerville 
Zasu Pitts 
Roland Young 
Veree Teasdale 
C. Aubrey Smith 
Fifi Dorsay 
Cora Sue Collins 
Vivian Oakland 
Guy Kibbee 
WARNER 
‘2nd Street’ 
(6th week) 
D—Lloyd Bacon 
A—Bradford Ropes 
Rian James 
James Seymour 


C—Sol Polito 

Cast— 
Warner Baxter 
Bebe Daniels 
George Brent 
Una Merkel 
Ruby Keeler 
Guy Kibbee 
Ned*Sparke 
Dick Pov l 
Lyle Talbo 
Ginger Rogers 
\HNen Jer ns 
Hien B. Waltha 
Bdw J. Nugent 
Har Akst 
Clarence Nordstrom 
Robt. McWade 
George E. Stone 
Al Du nr 
Ya y Warre 

















Report Barr Making 
Publix-Saenger Bid 


Dallas, Oct. 31. 
Maurice Barr, southwest division 
manager for Publix, reported dick- 
ering for operation of the Saenger 
wheel in the south. Setup would 
be in line with P-P’s current. de- 
centralization policy. 
Rumors here connect Howard Mc- 
Coy for a partnership with Barr. 


| Outline 


ied trom page 4) 
inti u“ to the point where this 
emind was justified. It was diffi- 
|eult for top executives in New 
York to master the geography in- 
volved ) to mention individual 
h tres or the names of theatre 
n izers 
First Confliction 
Conflik between home office con- 
| trol and local control of individual 
operations was the first monkey 
wrench in the machinery. Exces- 
sive standardization and stereotyped 
routine were inevitable. Chain op- 
eration stands or falls on. that. 
Home office departments were ex- 
| panding their functions and en- 
|} croaching more and more on local 
/ operation. The more the home of- 


in, the less eager were 
managers to cause offense by 
initiative. They merely played 
the game and were above all things 
respectful to superiors who were 
too far away to interpet this atti- 
tude for what it really was. 

Those operators who had _ de- 
veloped the small circuits which 
Publix bought did not belong in the 
picture. They might know their 
territories after a lifetime of de- 
veloping them, but they did not un- 
derstand the improved chain meth- 
ods which were to be applied They 
were replaced, and retired to enjoy 
the purchase price while they 
watched the newly appointed circuit 
men apply innovations to what had 
been profitable territory. 

Detay in action due to red-tape, 
dearth of individual initiative in the 
field force who saw overhead 
mounting, faulty booking by new- 
comers who did not understand 
community preferences, centralized 
handling of union scales which pen- 
alized smaller operations, increased 
taxes because the wealthy national 
chain seemed prosperous, com- 
munity resentment against a huge 
foreign corporation, local news- 
papers; tmcrease in rates, lack of 
competition between three or four 
managers of the same circuit in the 
same city because of standardiza- 
tion, blanket regulations without 
regard to quickly. shifting local 
conditions. 

New York was ioo far away in 
distance for the immediate action 
show business demands, and too far 
away in understanding of the va- 
ried preferences of hundreds of 
communities. 

Bulk buying and other pvoducer- 
distributor circuits demanding the 
same rentals for their product that 
Parcc.aount product received at its 
own theatres. This leveled off the 
big saving that was supposed to 
justify bulk buying. Film costs 
were more than when the head of a 
small chain bought for his theatres 
without restrictions. 


fice muscled 
local 
noiss 





Home office, department heads 
fought for home office control. to 
preserve their departments and 


keep their jobs. It was too evident 
that if authority were taken from 
New York and vested in the field 
force, that some comfortable home 
office berths would be empty. 
The Contrast 

The tip-off on the weakness of 
centralized oper. tion came when 
the Publix partnership operations 
controlled from the field, and with- 
out New York interference, showed 
profits that were in sharp contrast 
to red figures of similar operations 


under New York control. -artners 
like Wilby, Kincey, Cooper, Shea, 
Horowitz, Blank, Lucas, Sparks, 
Butterfield and Ford were getting 
results anc New York was not re- 
sponsible. 

Whe: the circuit's weekly loss be- 


gan to top $200,000 with consistent 
regularity, the successful partners 
were invited to take over groups of 
Publix houses in adjoining terri- 
York. The im- 


ference from New 











+ 
‘The Wax Museum’ Cast— ‘The Inside’ 
(5th week) Barbara Stanwyck (2nd week) 
tehs Preston Foster D—Mervyn LeRoy 
Db—Michael Curtiz Lyle Talbot A—Houston Branch 
A—Charles S. Belden Dorothy Zurgcess Wilson Mizner 
Don Mullaly Lillian Roth Robert Lord 
Carl Erickson Maude Eburne Barney Met 
Cast— Ruth Donnell Cast— 
Lionel Atwill Helen Ware sumnes Cag 
“7 ~. Robt. McWade Mary Bria 
Glenda Farrell ns ' ; . 
“ vies act? Cunmninglha Claire Dodd 
Fay Wray Hel aang Alien Jenkis 
Frank McHugh ae meee ech tana 
Allen Vincent ‘Grand Slam’ mn. D ae 
Gavin Gordon (2nd week) : ge per 
Holmes Herbert D—William Diet ‘ob titeeina 
Arthur E. Carewe Saat tenes Rot. McWade 
DeWitt Jennings boggy enone F pind gol eat yoy 
Edwin Maxwell 4 A E = il Herts ‘Blondie Johnson’ 
tt . > ut if OLS 
Matthew Retz David * Agra (2nd week) 
Monica Bannister i} »—R Enright 
Bill Anderson Sid Hickox Tenr W 
‘Ladies They Talk About’ ©°%*'— A—Ea sald 
(4th week) —- wth 
au 4 
D—Howard Bretherton Frank McHi , Che { 
4—Dorothy Mackaye lenda } cy ended 
Cariton Miles Helen r > Ha 
Brown Holmes *rdinand ’ \ 
tney Sutherland teginatd = Rel 
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of an Experiment 


> ! tar ’ 000 Publ.x theatres 
i we York the 

j ‘ iti ead 

cu i? ist ene >t) hie- 
I ill - t t i - we t i ’ 
il ec Cl i é is 
the number ol ti i st 
which the to al could be allocated 
was decreased A 15 of the gross 
|for home office overhead was too 
out of proportion to accept Cut 
that overhead' 

The more the home office ma- 
chinery was dismantled, depart- 
ments eliminated or skeletonized, 
red tape junked and cabinet meet- 
ings cut, the less effective was what 
rer ainded. If the centralized plan 
could not succeed when functioning 
i full strength, it was certainly not 
| practical when reduced to one- 
tenth of its strength. The more 
home office functioning was reduced 
the less necessary any home office 
functioning seemed. 

The death-knell was sounded 
when the remaining theatres, not 














| 


| 


already operated by Publix partners 
free of any New York interference, 
were broken up into groups, each 
to be operated from a central city 
by an experienced operator with 
complete liberty of action, and a 
share of the profits as an incentive 


to build back the patronage and 
profits that had been lost. The 
theaire map has reverted to what 


it had been before the centralized 
operation plan was launched. 

Thus st-nds an experiment copied 
from chain store methods at a time 
when profits were large no matter 
what system was used. 





Scrapped Reels Are 
Worth 23c a Pound 
When Becoming Junk 





When 367,500 reels of film, repre- 
senting features and prints of all 
major companies, which are an- 
nually scrapped, reach the junk- 
man, their total value is slightly 
under $50,000. 

The film junkman doesn’t figure 
picture values by the reel. He mul- 
tiplies each reel by four and a half, 
because that’s the number of 
pounds 1,000 feet of film weighs. 

Film by the pound to him is 
worth about 2% cents. It doesn’t 
make any difference whether the 
picture is a million dollar opus or 
just a western, a pound of film is 
just a pound of film to the junk- 
man. 

Eastman buys back most 
cast-off celluloid for the 
emulsion value. 


of the 
silver 





Hearing on “Tragedy’ 
Comes Up This Week 


Norwich, N. Y., Oct. 31. 
First legal gun in the action 
brought by Mrs. Minerva Brown 
against the Paramount-Publix for 
$150,000 damages, growing out of 
the film production of ‘An American 
Tragedy,’ based upon the Chester 


Gillette-Grace Brown murder case, 
will be fired in Supreme Court here 
this week. 

Mrs. Brown is the mother of the 
girl for whose murder at Big Moose 
Lake in the Adirondacks in 1906 
Gillette was found guilty and elec- 
trocuted. 

Mrs. Brown charges that the pic- 
ture purports that she was ‘a 
slovenly, neglectful and low grade 
person’ and that she was the wife 
of ‘a mean, unkempt, lazy, low type 
or degenerate person.’ 


tories and run them without inter-| Next Laurel-Hardy Feat. 


. * 
Awaits Theatre Pickup 
Culver City, Oct. 31. 
In the hope of striking improved 
theatre next spring, Hal 
Roach postponed pro- 
duction Laurel and 
Hardy Octobe: to 
January. 
(“omedy 


business 
studio has 
of the next 
feature from 
do two shorts 


team will 


meantime. 


Army Men Learning 


Hollywood, Ox 

Captail “Ul. E. Gillette and F. W. 
liorn of the Signal Corps are here 
roa eight months’ education in 
7 e making, under the guidance 

\ lem ind the studios. 
\ D lically sends officers to 
nd picture experience to 


‘tion of the 


se 
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SPORT STUFF!...WITH A HEART-PUNCH_ 
NO DAME IN THE ARENA CAN FORGET 


A thrill-packed story of a 
college wrestling champ 
who fell for the professional 
sport racket—and a certain 
little girl who gave him one 
look and turned the lay- | aq 









































She gambled her heart 
on her college hero...but 
he was in the game for 
money—not for glory! 
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The whole sweep of sportdom rolled 
into one big sport parade that sweeps 
from college football bow! to the razzle- 
dazzle of the wrestling arena where 
Bronx cheers are the college yell and 
they put Razzberries on your diploma! 


With 


JOEL MSCREA 


MARIAN MARSH, WILLIAM GARGAN 
Robert Benchley - Richard “Skeets” Gallagher 
Walter Catlett . « .  Dwected by Dudley Murphy 


DAVID O. SELZNICK I 














_ Executive Producer - 
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‘Comparative Grosses for October 


(Continued from page 10) 





DENVER 
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coe _|__ Oct 1 | Oct. 8 Oct. 15 | Oct.22 | 

DENVER | Grand Hotel | Movie Crazy | Phantom | Blonde Venus 
High. $27./30 $14,600 | $9,000 President | $7,900 
Low 7,000 _ $7.60) | ee 

PARA- Tiger Shark June 13 ~The Crash |Pack Up Your 

hag $5,200 $5,600 $6,200 Troubies 
High. $22,000 $5.600 
Low. pe eae 
“ORPHEUM | Successful Chandu Blessed Event, Crestwood 
High. $20,000 Calamity $9,500 $9,500 $11,000 
Low.. 8,500) $8,500 

(New Low) ~ 

RIALTO War Cor- My Pal the Once in a Hat Check 
eciate 34,500. respondent King and Lifetime Girl 
Low.  * $2,809 Fast $3,000 $3,000 

Companions 
oe Te $2,500 i! 
SEATTLE 
' Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 
FIFTH AVE. | Blonde Venus Chandu Grand Hotel Movie 
High. $26,000 $8,709 $7,100 $16,200 Crazy 
Low. 4,600 (9 days) $7,800 

“ORPH EUM Okay Dangerous Bill of Crestwood 
High. $32,C00 America Game Divorcement $4,800 
Low.. 3.200 $3,200 $4,800 $5,000 

| (New Low) 
MUSIC BOX Blessed Event | Blessed Event Crusoe Doctor X 
High. $17,000 $5,000 $5,000 $5,100 $3,700 
Low. 2,000 | (2a week) 

“LIBERTY 13th Guest Drifting Exposure Boiling Point 

High. $12,900 $4,400 Souls $4,400 and 
Low.. 400 $4,100 Those We 

Love 
pe $4,700 
DETROIT 
pA Oct. 1 Oct.3 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

MICHIGAN June 13th Blonde Veaus Phantom Cabin in 
High. $53,100 $27,900 $21,900 President Cotton 
Low.. 16,7 Stage Show $18,000 27,000 

(Ben Bernte) | ” Fred Waring 
FOX Chandu Night Mayor Hat Check Wild Girl 
High. $50,000 $10,000 $8,009 Girl $18,000 
Low.. 8, Stage Show (New Low) | $20,090 

FISHER Troubles Successful | The Crash | Madison, Sa. 
High. $14,500 Calamity $11,700 Garden 
Low.. 9,400! Stage Show | _ $17,700 $11,000 

BUFFALO 
Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 75 __Oct. 2? 

BUFFALO June 13 Bird of Phantom Blonde Venus 
High. $42,000 $18,990 Paradise President $17,409 
Low.. 13.800] Stage Show $22,600 $16,800 

(Harry 
‘ Richman) 

HIPPO 70,000 White Pack Up Your| Hat Check 

DROME Witnesses Zombie Troubles irl 
High. $22,000 $9,009 $9,400 $12,000 $10,900 
Low.. 3,300) Vaude es 
“CENTURY Big City Divorce in Tiger Shark Crestwood 
High. $21,000) Blues Family $8,109 $7,200 
Low.. 4.700 $8,700 $8,700 

Stage Show_ 
LAFAYETTE! Last Mile Night Mayor American is My Face 
tien. $16,000 $11,000 $7,800 Madness Red? 
Low. 5,000 | $8,600 $8,800 
Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

EARLE Night Mayor Crooner June 13 Blonde Venus 
High. $25 000 $23,000 $16,500 $15,000 $17,000 
Low.. 6,000 Vaude 

PALACE Grand Hotel Kongo Smilin’ Thru | Smilin’ Thru 
High. $29,300 $10,000 $9,000 $20,000 $12,000 
Low.. 6500) (2d week) _(2a week) 
COLUMBIA | Drifting Souls Gold Escapade Ride Em, 
High. $19,000 ,450 $1,400 $1,100 Cowboy 
Low.. 1,100 (New Low) $1,200 

FOX Hat Check Troubles Wild Girl Robinson 
High. $41,500 Girl $24,000 $19,700 Crusoe 
Low.. 11,000 $17,500 $22,000 

Stage Show 

KEITH’S Hell’s Bill of That’s My Crestwood 
High. $20,000 Highway Divorcement Boy and (5 days) 
Low.. 4,600 $6,000 $15,500 Phantom of Merry-Go- 

(6 days) (9 days) Crestwood Round 
$6,500 $10,000 

MONTREAL 
Oct. 1 Oct. 8 Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

"LOEW'S Blondie Once in Night of Phantom 
High. $18,000 $14,000 Lifetime June 13 President 
Low. 7,500 Vaude $15,900 $1F 000 $16,000 

PALACE | Grand Hotel | Grand Hotel | Movie Crazy |Blonde Venus 
High. $32,000 $14,000 $11,500 $13,500 $11,900 
Low.. 7,000 (24d week) 

CAPITOL Doctor X The Crash Back Street Troubles 
High. $30,000. and and and and — 
Low.. 5,500 Week-Ends Culver Igloo 13th Chair 

Only $11,000 $11,500 $12,000 
| $11,500 

PRINCESS —_ Paradise Paradise Robinson Crusoe 
High. $25,000; Room 13 and Crusoe and 
Low.. 4,500! $8,000 Room 13 and Almost 

$5,000 Almost Married 
(2d week) Married $6,000 
$9,000 a Sree 

IMPERIAL | Fantomas L’Aigion L’ Aigion Gloria 
High. $6 $2,000 $3,000 __ $2,000 $2,200 
Low.. 1.750 | (French) (2d “ week) 

BIRMINGHAM 
rite Oct. 1 |. Oct.8 | Oct. 15 Oct. 22 

ALABAMA | Blonde Venus, Movie Crazy Phantom Smilin’ Thru 
High. $9,000 | $8,500 President $10,500 
Low $7,000 
~ RITZ Hell’s | Dangerous |All-American | Crestwood 
High, Highway Game 37,000 $6,700 
Low.. and (3 days) 

Those We Okay 
Love | America 
$4,700 $4,000 “4 

EMPIRE June 13. | Love Is | Purchase Blondie of 
High. $3,800 Racket | Price Follies 
Low : | $3. 200 — _| __ $3,000 _ $2.200 a 

STRAND Stranger in Unashamed | Rich Always | ~ Crooner 
High, Town $1,300 | With Us | $1,300 
Low... $1,200 $1,800 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Charges of Graft | 
Become a Blot on 
’Bamas Sun. Films 


Birmingham, Oct. $1 

Accusations broke loose in tl 
legislature in Montgomery last week 
| when State Senator E D. Jordan 
of Gadsden, was charged with try- 
ing to collect money for helping 
pass the Sunday films bill legalizing 
shows in Gadsden. Jordan admit- 
ted he had suggested that Lee 


Castleberry, manager of the Prin- 
cess theatre, pay him $250 as ex- 
pense money and that he had in- 
tended using it only for expendi- 
tures toward passing the bill. 

This bill has nothing to do with 
the Goodwyn bill putting shows in 
Birmingham, Montgomery 
bile on Sundays... The bluenoses 
will now holler 
unlucky break for theatre men 
the 
were going so smoothly as to the 
Sunday shows. 


in 


Weeks Takes Up Like 


Production for Mayfair 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Remaining 14 features on this 
year’s program which Ralph Like 
was to have supervised for Mayfair, 
will be produced by George Weeks, 
president of Mayfair. Latter is re- 
turning to active production, Pic- 
tures will be made at International. 

Like produced ‘Her Mad Night’ 
and ‘Malay Nights,’ delivering the 
latter about 10 days ago. Next one 
will be ‘Midnight Warning’ which 
goes into work early next month 
under Weeks’ supervision. 

Of Mayflower’s 24, Fanchon Royer 
has made one, ‘Heart Punch,’ and 
will produce seven more, 


ARCHAINBAUD ON ‘KILLER’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
George Archainbaud draws the 
directorial assignment for Radio's 
‘Killer at Large.’ 
It’s for the horror cycle, written 
by Louis Weitzenkorn. 


WESTON’S ORIENTAL YARN 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Garnet Weston went on Radio's 
writing staff last week, and will do 
an original Oriental gtory. 
Merian C. Cooper will produce 
and Ernest Shoedsack direct. 




















Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, Oct. 31. 

Richmond Hill Operating Co., Ine., 
Kings, theatrical, $1,000. 

Broad Productions, Ine., New York 
City, theatrical, 100 shares no par. 

George Vanderbilt Production Corp., 
New York, pictures, 600 shares no par. 

Broverkay Corp., an, general 
theatrical business, 200 shares no par. 

Cc Nation Co., ‘ne., Manhattan, 
theatrical, 200 shares no yar, 

Raenar Corp., New York, theatrical, 
100 shares no par. 

Kinema Trade, Ine., New York, pic- 
ture apparatus, 200 shares no par. 

Broadway Theatre Ticket Service, Inc., 
New York, theatre tickets, 150 shares no 


par. 

Wittels Motion Pictures, Ine., Manhat- 
tan, pictures, 29 shares no par. 

Old Untied States Service, Ine., Man- 
hattan, theatre tickets, 10@ shares no 
par. 

Bengene Productions, Ine., Manhattan, 
theatrical, 200 shares no par. 

Robert Stephens, Ine., .Manhattan, 
theatrical, 100 shares no par. 

a Theatre, Ine., Kings, theatrical, 


$1, 

New St. Nicholas Rink, Inc., Manhat- 
tan, — ate ©places of amusement, 
$5,00 


N. °r G. Theatrical En ses, Inc., 
New York, Theatrical business, $5,000. 
Continental Amusement Co.,_ Inc., 
Manhattan, amusements, 200 shares no 
ar. 
, Murray Whiteman, Inc., Buffalo, Song 
sheets, music records, 200 shares no par. 
Greater New York Amusement Co., 


Inc., Manhattan, general theatrical, 2090 
shares no par. 
Dissolution 
Individual Films, Inc., Manhattan, 
Stutement and Designation 
Acme Theatrical Enterprises, Inc., 
Mass., theatrical, New York office, 201 


Bleecker street, 
Reginald Morae; 


CALIFORNIA 
Sacramento, Oct, 31. 

Borden Pictures Corp. Capital stock 
$27,500. Clara F, Borden, Vallie Lykins 
Kercy c<nighton, 

Ifolly wood Inside Facts, Ltd, Capital, 
109 shares, non subscrived. John F 
| Kennedy, Frank Greer, Houston Barnett. 
| Permits to sell stock issued to: 

The Robert Corp. Film production. 
| To issue all 590 shares, $100 par. 
| Plaza Amusement Co. Hold real prop- 
| erty. 
| 
| 


60 shareg no par. 





To issue four of 100 shares, par 
$100. 

Far West Exchanges, Ine. Film dis- 
|} tribution. To ivsue all 100 shares, no 
| par 

Wm. Berke Productions. Film-pro- 
duction. To iasue three of 3,500 shares 
;no par 
| Don Lee Broadcasting System. Radio 
broadcasting To issue 1,862 of 10,000 

hares, no par, 
| Finger, Gelberg & Royce, Inc. The 
| atre operating. To issue all 6,000 shares 
[no pat 

sieate Enterprises, Ine. Amusemen's 


i To issue three of 2.590 shares, par $19. 


| ario 


and Mo- | 
again and it’s an) 


bigger towns just as things | 


VARIETY sr 








Manager’s Grass 
Columbus, Oct. 31. 

Tom Davis, manager of the 
RKO Palace theatre for the 
past 10 years, has resigned ef- 
fective Nov. 11. 

Davis is going to retire to 
his 135-acre farm in Kentucky. 
The whole town envies him. 











CIVIL SUIT ONLY FOR 
LOSS, THEFT OF SCRIPT 


In a 
New 


Magistrate's court last week, 
Yor k, F. Burr Wiles, a scen- 
Writer, Was advised that 
criminal charge would hold 
George E. Bradley, former 
paper and motion picture man, for 
a lost manuscript He was told to 
have recourse at civil law. 
)a stern chase of several months on 

Wiles’ part. 

About July Wiles saw in a New 
York daily an item to the effect 
that the newly formed Cinema Art 
League was about to make produc- 
tions which would be shown and 
marketed for the benefit of the un- 
employed. Wiles got in touch with 
Pradley at the offices of the League, 
11 E. 42 street, eventually leaving 
with him the script of a five reel 
picture he had recently completed. 

It does not appear, however, that 
either the loss or charge of a theft 
motion picture script is taken se- 
riously unless it can be shown that 
some effort was made to profit un- 
lawfully through its sale. 

In this case it is merely a matter 
of a lost script as far as the Bench 
is concerned. Which tracks with 
earlier decisions both here and in 
California courts. 


in 





U May Do ‘Ice Flame’ as 
Third Travelog Cycle 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Universal is negotiating for ‘Ice 
Flame,’ story of the arctic and the 
third travelog-drama in which U is 
currently interested. 

Ice footage is 
Motion Picture Investment Corp., 
which will finance filming of a story 
here to be worked into the polar 
scenes. ‘Ice Flame’ novel by Ains- 
worth Morgan, will be published in 


book form by Bobbs- Merrill. Isidore 
Bernstein is writing the adapta- 
tion, 

Universal will release ‘Pagan 


River’ and another, 
Chester Bennett, if negatives are 
satisfactory. Both these travelog 
features will be filmed around Indo- 
China, 


to be made by 





Edison Theme Out in 
Karloff Story Change 


Universal City, Oct. 31. 

First intended as a biographical 
story based on Thomas A. Edison, 
‘The Wizard’ will be changed in 
theme by Universal and used as a 
film for Boris Karloff. Actor will 
play an inventor such as Edison or 
Steinmetz, but with no direct ref- 
| coon to any personage. 

The much discussed scientific se- 
| quence in ‘Frankenstein’ convinced 
U that more of this electrical flash 





; and dynamo stuff would go in an- 
| other story. 


Ted Fithian is work- 
ing on a treatment. 





Sold Below Mortgage 


San Diego, Oct. 31. 
Savoy theatre building has been 
bid in for $65,000. Auction was held 


deed foreclosure. 
Bid was about $25,000 less than 





Utica, N. Y¥Y. President | 


|; tion on members 
| Federal Judge W. P. 


the original indebtedness, placed at 
$89,000 under trust deed held by 
| Prudential Life Insurance company. 


_—- 





233 CLUB WINS TAX REBATE 


no | 
against | 
news- | 


It ends | 


owned by the | 


on the courthouse steps on a trust | 


BOOTLEG ‘WIRE 
IN HALF OF 
U.S. HOUSES 


———— 


Almost 50% of the theatres now 
open in this country are operating 
with bootleg sound apparatus or no 
such equipment at all. This is borne 

|}out bv installation figures of RCA 
| Guhines t and. Western Electric. 
Combined these firms have slightly 
| in excess of 8,000 installations 

Late tabulation of the industry's 

| theatres reveal that around 15,000 

operating. 


|} are currently 


~ 


| W. E.'s installations in the U. S. 

are a little more than one-third of 
;}all the lighted houses, that com- 
| pans placing its present total at 


| 5,700. Photophone is represented in 
| slightly over one-fifth of the domes- 
tic theatres with 2,400 equipments. 
Reduced equipment prices, how- 
ever, are reported spurring installa- 
tions. During the past year W. E. 
calculates is has been leasing its 
apparatus at the rate of 15 weekly. 
According to figures presented re- 
cently, Photophone shows about the 
same average. This is in excess of 
other years for the RCA device. 


BIRMINGHAM GETS 
ITS SUNDAY SHOWS 


Birmingham, Oct. 31. 

After 15 years of fighting for 
Sunday shows they have been de- 
livered by an act of one of the most 
unusual Legislatures in the history 
of the state. Houses were open 
Sunday (30) afternoon and night. 

Goodwyn bill legalizing Sunday 
shows in Birmingham, Montgomery 
and Mobile, or to be exact, in towns 
of 60,000 population or more, passed 
the Legislature and went to Gov. 
Miller for his signature which {It 
didn’t get. Miller returned the bill 
to the Legislature and asked for an 
amendment calling for a referen- 
dum in Birmingham to decide the 
question of Sunday shows. 

When the House of Representa- 
tives brought the bill up for recon- 
sideration it voted 63 to 22 to non- 
concur on Miller’s amendment, and 
then voted to put into effect the 
original bill over Miller's head by 
a vote of 70 to 16. 

Bill was then sent to the Senate 
which made quick work of defeat- 
ing Miller's plans That body voted 
29 to 6 to non-concur and then 
passed the bill 26 to 7. Bill also 
legalizes Sunday baseball, football, 
tennis and sports in general, but 
the theatre was the main object of 
debate. 

Birmingham theatre managers 
held a confab as soon as the bill 
was passed and agreed to open 
shows only after church hours. 
Theatres will open at 2 p. m. and 
remain open until 11 p. m, 

As the bill was passed announce- 











ment was made that with Sunday 
shows the Jefferson would open 
Nov. 8 with a rep show. Action on 


opening the house was held up un- 
til final disposition of the bill was 
made. The same applies to the 
RKO Trianon which is expected to 
open within the next few weeks. 
With arri,al of Sunday shows it is 


also possible that vaude may be 
placed in one or more houses. 
There's not a vaude house in town 


at present. 








Gardner-Vincent Filming 
Story Around Travelog 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Trying a fling ‘at production, the 
| Jac k Gardner-Frank Vincent agency 
will film a story around an Indian 
travelog made by Paul L. Hoefler, 
who photographed ‘Africa Speaks.’ 
Negative, about 35,000 feet, is in 

a cutting room at Tiffany studio, 





‘JASPER’ REPLACES ‘ACE’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. | 

Ruling that the 233 Club, Holly- 

| wood Masonic organization, is a 
fraternal order and not a social, 
club, therefore not subject to taxa- | 


James entered 
judgment against the Government 
in the organization's 
return of taxes paid. 

Amount involved 


was $12,509.26, 


Markson at WB 


Burbank, Oct. 31. 
Ken Markson, last at Radio, has 
joined the Warner Brothers’ writing 
eta ff. 
He has a contract fe one } ture 


hip fees and dues, | 


action for the 


Holly wood, Oct. 31 
| Great Jasper,’ by Fulton Ours: 
will be next for Richard Dix at Ra 
dio instead of ‘The Ace Latter 
slips into second place 
Kenneth McGowan will pe sé 


laspe! 
‘ t 


MENDES IN GERING SPOT 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


| Lothar Mendes will direct ‘Luxury 
| Liner, B. P. Schulberg picture for 
Paramount 
Mario: Gering was previously 
#1 iin 
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Gold dust describes it better! Wow, what a crowd-getter! 


GLOOM 





Bi} 


They were BOR 


N to CO-STAR! 








LOS ANGELES—Simultaneous engagements. At Pantages it broke opening 
matinee record; in three days exceeded full week of “Tarzan.” Total for the 
week almost equalled'combined total of “Tarzan’’ and “Emma.” That’s something! 
At United Artists Theatre “Red Dust” delivered same sensational business! 


NEW ORLEANS—Double the average of past 10 weeks! Imagine! 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN.; PORTLAND, ORE.—The same sweet story! 


And “Red Dust” is just starting on its merry way 


VOTE THE STRAIGHT M-G-M TICKET! 


And you'll be “Smilin’ Through” 1932-33! 
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FIRST EDITION COLLECTORS! — NOTICE! 


Wire your Warner Exchange now for your copy of 


THE BOOK 
OF THE YEAR 


First edition almost ex- 
hausted by frantic advance 
orders from the hundreds 
of ace theatres which | 
will roadshow this rever- 
berating hit at popular 
prices in simultaneous 
nation-wide premiere. . . 


| NOV. 12" 
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ee eee. oF PRESS BOOK AS BIG AS THE PICTURE! 
pepsi ipry case A PICTURE AS BIG AS THE PRESS BOOK! 


50 Different Ads from 
1 Inch to 1 Page! 





: 4 Complete Ad Cam- A Fortune in Advertising, Art and Exploitation 
= Material for A SHOWMAN’S FIELD-DAY! 
ee READ IT AND REAP A FORTUNE FROM 


40 Publicity Stories! 


— WARNER BROS.’ HIT OF HITS! 











— 























~~ 








Tuesday, November I, 1932 





PicruUREs 


UV: ARIETY 25 





——— 





=< 


Dual Bills Indorsed 
By Allied Theatres 


After Walkout Hint 


Oct. 31. 
indorsed and 


Detroit, 

Double billing was 
adopted for an additional indefinite 
period by Allied Theatres here last 
week. Elimination to 
a week was modified to 
holidays but eliminating Sundays. 
Another provision adopted limits 
showing to a change of not over 
three days. 

Indorsement of restricted double 
billing follows a threatened walk- 
out by exhibs who thought that the 
trial period showed a failure. At 
the meeting, at which over 100 the- 
atres were represented, policy was 
readopted by an overwhelming ma- 
jority. 


KBS Seeks Additional 
Tieups on Production 


one change 
include 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

KBS will go after outside pro- 
ductions to do next spring when it 
is near completion of its program 
for World Wide. At present the 
studio hasn’t the facilities to handle 
more than its W-W group of 14 
features. 

The Kelly-Bischoff-Saal triumvi- 
rate hopes to get some of the pic- 
tures being farmed out to inde- 
pendents by major studios. Ken 
Maynard western series will be 
finished in December, leaving more 
than enough space on the lot for 
KBS’s own features. 





PRINCIPAL GETS ALHAMBRA 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Deal is under way whereby Prin- 
cipal Theatres will take over and 
operate the Alhambra, former down- 
town grind, from Fox-West Coast. 
Policy will be a downtown fourth 
run, but first run on Hill street for 
product under contract to F-WC 
and Principal. 

Alhambra has been dark since 
spring. 








Man Bites Dog 





Birmingham, Oct. 30. 
A stench bomb was tossed 
at the residence of E. J. Lother, 
business representative of the 
Stagehands, last week. 
Bomb was thrown 
passing automobile 
11 p. m. and midnight, 
ing to Lother 


from a 
between 
accord- 











Studio Placements 





Muriel Evans, ‘Flesh,’ Metro. 
Patricia Caron, ‘Let's Go,’ Metro. 
Nelly Bly Baker, ‘Prosperity,’ 


Metro, 

Gloria Ann White, Donald Niel- 
son, ‘Kid-In Hollywood,’ Jack Hays- 
Educational, 

Allen Jenkins, 

Guy Kibbee, 
‘The Sucker,’ WB. 

Edward Pawley, Allen Jenkins, 
‘Blondie Johnson,’ WB 

Esther Howard, ‘Grand Slam,’ WB. 

Roland Young, ‘Good Company,’ 


‘Mindreader,’ WB. 
Aline MacMahon, 


Par. 

Neil Hamilton, ‘Acquitted,’ Col. 
Ralph Bellamy, Pat O’Brien, 
Charles Middleton, Rollo Lloyd, 


‘Destination Unknown,’ U. 

Frank Craven, ‘State Fair,’ Fox. 

Complete cast ‘Officer 13’ Allied: 
Monte Blue, Lila Lee, Seena Owen, 
Charles Delaney, Florence Roberts, 
Mickey McGuire, Jackie Searle, 
Frances Rich, Joseph Girard and 
Floyd Ingram. 

Theodore Von Eltz, Robert El- 
liott, ‘Man’s Law,’ Monogram, 

Nell O'Day, ‘Canyon Walls,’ Fox. 

Thelma Todd, ‘Air Hostess,’ Col, 

Louise Dresser, ‘State Fair,’ Fox. 
Charles Grapewin, ‘Moon Song,’ 
Paramount, 

Ben Blue, Billy Gilbert, James 
Morton, Tiny Ward, Geneva Mit- 
chell, ‘Bring ’Em Back a Wife,’ 
Hal Roach Taxi Boys series. 

Fred Kohler, Sr., ‘Call Her Sav- 
age,’ Fox. 

Bryant Washburn, ‘Second Hand 
Wife,’ Fox, 

Herbert Vinton, ‘Handle with 
Care,’ Fox. 

Torben Meyer, ‘Animal Kingdom,’ 
Radio. 

Jean Lacey, Gertrude Astor, Don- 
ald Keith, Lynton Brent, Elene Ar- 
isti, Nina Gilbert, ‘Innocent,’ S. S. 
Millard. 

John Wray, Bela Lugosi, Alexan- 
der Carr, ‘The Death Kiss,’ KBS. 

Alan Hale, ‘Destination Unknown,’ 
U. 


FRACTIONAL FIGHT 


Independent Producers, Soundmen 
Argue on Day Rate for Craft 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Rates to be paid sound crews for 
fractions of 
created a stir between the independ- 


ing checks that pay off at the rate 


stead of one-fifth. 
Stand to be taken by the indies 


for a three man crew will hold in- 


cerned, 


U DENIES MAKING 
FILMS FOR $75,000 


Denying a ‘Variety’ report that 
Universal is producing four class 
‘B’ features with budgets not ex- 
ceeding $75,000, R. H. Cochrane, 
vice-president in charge of the 
home office, declared: 

‘We cannot do it and no other 
company can do it unless they in- 
tentionally set out to make cheat- 
ers. We haven't any such budget 
for any of our pictures or any such 
plan, Our minimum picture is 
around $150,000. The same is true 
of every other major company.’ 











SUIT OVER CLOSING 
Oklahoma City, Oct. 31. 

Alleging breach of rental con- 
tract, T. G, and Alva Teeter, local 
exhibs, have filed $27,000 damage 
suit against Mid-West Enterprise 
Co. Exhibs claim latter firm’s neg- 
lect of house repairs forced them 
to close the Palace here, 

House was recently condemned 
by city execs. 





Pinch Buffalo Picket 
Buffalo, Oct. 31. 
Picketing by operators at the 
Mayfair led to the arrest of John 
Moest, 23, former operator of the 
house, on a charge of disorderly 
condust, 
Warrant was sworn to by Nathan 
Boasberg, manager of the house. 





a week's work have | 


ent producers and the soundmen’s | 
union, members of the latter refus- | 


of one-sixth of a week per day in- | 


will be decided at a meeting Nov. 3. | 
Until then the $42.50 rate per day | 


\ 
sofar as the producers are con-, 








Predict 10c Houses Here to Stay, 
Own Niche Theory Wins Sympathy 





DROP F-M MINN. IDEA 


Say Union Demands Too High— 
Publix Reopening Century 








Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 
Because of what he regards as 
unreasonable demands by the stage” 


hands’ union, John Friedl, Publix 
division manager, announces that 
plans for booking Fanchon-Marco 
units into the local State have been 
abandoned. 

At the same time, Friedl an- 
nounces reopening of one of the 
two closed local Publix deluxe 
houses, the 1,800-seat Century, 
Nov. 3. 





Would Halt Work on 
Frank’s Minn. Theatre 


Minneapolis, Oct. 31. 

City council license committee 
has voted to recommend that the 
council rescind a license granted to 
W. R. Frank, independent, to build 
and operate a neighborhood theatre. 
Theatre was approved at a referen- 
dum of voters of the district, but 
council members claim that Frank 
is erecting a less costly showhouse 
than he promised. 

Frank has started mandamus pro- 
ceedings to prevent council inter- 
ference and to compel the aldermen 
to issue necessary permits and 
licenses, 


Back Up Truck and 
Swipe Theatre’s Safe 
Syracuse, N, Y., Cct. 31. 
Nervy cracksmen backed a truck 
to the rear door of the Elmwood 
theatre, south side nabe operated 
by James Constantino, and carted 
away an 800-pound safe containing 
$200 in cash and mortgage and in- 
surance papers representing $18,000. 
Some 48 hours later the safe, 
opened, was found in a field by 
pheasant hunters. 





| equipment prices and rental 





The 10 cent theatre is 
stay, in the opinion of 
ing distributors and chain 
tors. It has be firmly in- 
trenched as a part of show busi- 
ness today as the shotguns of the 
silent era were before prohibitive 
s drove 
them temporarily from the scene. 

‘All they play is celluloid and 
even if every major held out a por- 
tion of its pictures against the 
dime shotguns, they'd still remain,’ 
is the way one executive put it. 

For a time distributors and the- 
atre chains were mulling greatly 
lengthened protection as a means 
of curbing 10-cent operation. Dis- 
tribs were also considering such 
high rental demands from the shot- 
guns that they'd be forced into a 
possible film shortage. Neither of 
these contemplated moves, except 
better protection for houses ‘in 
front’ in some cases, have come to 
pass. It was felt that even if pro- 
tection were extended to a year 
against the dime houses, they’d still 
be satisfied, and from a _ boxoffice 
point of view of first runs continue 
to be a menace. 


200 Dimers 


While in many circles of the in- 
dustry the dimers are regarded as 
a menace, largely because in bad 
times it’s a question of admission 
scale with the mob, some keft- 
handed sympathy for the 10c grinds 
is developing. This is partly due 
to a feeling among the liberals that 
the cheap houses are beginning to 
find their place in the talker era as 
they did when films were noiseless. 

Latest estimate is that there are 
about 2,000 10c houses in the United 
States. Few are having any diffi- 
culty obtaining pictures and if the 
majors refuse them service, for 
some reason or another, they are 
getting by on independent product. 
Unsound policy of a _ prohibitive 
rental by one of the majors this 
year in an effort to stem 10c opera- 
tion, it was discovered by that ma- 
jor, was that competitive distribs 
rushed in at usual rental levels. 
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FROM ALL POINTS ON THE COMPASS. 


COME THE UNANIMOUS 
PRAISES OF TRE NATIONS 
LEADING CRITICS FOR TRAT 


OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE IN 
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"The CROONER” 
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WARNER BROS. 


“Comic 
picture. 
Murray of vaude- 


“Times” 
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Ken 









| “Variety” 

“Ken Murray 
steals the pic- 
ture.” 


and 
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steal 
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ture ville fame ties u 
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rray neatly ri bboned 
we. ° Bm that package 
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is Ken Mu 
who steals the slebees 

- Murray walks away 
with the laurels. . -He is 
funny, lovable, interest - 
ing and convincing,” 




























NOT A BAD ONE IN A CARLOAD 














JUST COMPLETED AN ENJOYABLE TOUR WITR MARY BRIAN OPENING CAPITOL, NEW YORK, NOV.4 
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Bribe Charges Keep 
Booth Men Licensing 
In L. A. Council Body 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

With charges of bribery and 
other irregularities hurled in an in- 
vestigation into the licensing of 
motion picture .projectionists under 
direction of the city council's build- 
ing and safety commission, the Los 
Angeles Civil Service commission 
withdrew its request that future 
licensing be turned over to it and 
will permit the work to continue as 
in the past. Projectionists union 
and theatre operators favored the 
switch to civil service but. under the 
circumstances are content to let 
matters stand at least temporarily 
as they are. 

Sam Yortey, L. A. county ex- 
aminer of picture operators, was 
among others to testify before the 
oivil service commission that he had 
witnesses who would testify that 
they had paid as high as $200 in 
order to pass the licensing test. He 
intimated he would carry his 
oharges before the District Attorney 
and demand a grand jury probe. 

Decision to let the licensing ques- 
tion remain with the city council 
aommission was reached at an 
executive session of the Civil Serv- 
ite Board after it had heard wit- 
messes over several days. 


Theatre’s Change of Name 
Not Enough, Court Rules 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 31. 


‘What's in a name?’ has finally 
Been answered judicially and the 
legal comeback, stripped of Black- 
stonian phraseology, is ‘Nothing.’ 

Rismore Corp., which recently 
Teased the old Syracuse theatre and 
renamed it the Ritz, contracted for 
a first. run of Hollywood Pictures 
Corp’s ‘Unholy Love’ and announced 
it for a week’s run. The Onondaga 
Happy Hour Theatre Co., operating 
the Rivoli, countered with a 
@Gupreme Court injunction against 
both the releasing company and the 
theatre organization restraining the 
first showing of the picture. 

Point on which the injunction was 
made permanent was a clause in 
the Rivoli’s contract for subsequent 
run rights of Hollywood Pictures’ 
product which specified that the 
Fitzer house would have the films 
before the Syracuse. Counsel for 
Rismore contended that, the Syra- 
Cuse was non-existent and that the 
Ritz vas not a successor, but a re- 
modeled theatre, and that the con- 
tract was designed to protect only 
Subsequent run rights while the 
Corporation had purchased first run. 

Attorneys for the Onondaga 
Happy Hour Co., pointed out that 
it had paid $1,380 for subsequent 
run rights to 46 films released by 
the Hollywood Corp. 











No Crossman ‘Pilgrimage’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Fox has shelved ‘Pilgrimage,’ in- 
tended as the first for Henrietta 
Crossman under her new contract, 
as they think it doesn’t suit her 
talents. 

Scenario department is scanning 
éther stories, 





PAR SHELVES ‘NO BED’ 

While Paramount has shelved the 
book, ‘No Bed of Her Own,’ pur- 
chased last summer for $2,500, it 
will follow through on a picture un- 
der title of ‘No Man of Her Own’ 
based on entirely original material. 

Later on the company may do the 
"No Bed of Her Own’ story under 
another title. 





THE BLENDELIERS 


The Aristocrats of Harmony 








Wk. Oct. 27, Paramount, Los Angeles 











KING MURDER 


(Continued from page 13) 


and golddiggers. But the fact that 
the picture comes to the biz almost 
at the tail-end of a mystery cycle 
in the trade can’t help its b. o. 
Among its weaknesses are that it 
has no comedy and a minimum 
amount of action. The society at- 
mosphere doesn’t register, but 
neither does the recording, particu- 
larly rate any applause. Photog- 
raphy is simple and covers a couple 
of automobiles in motion and around 
five interior sets, one of which, an 
apartment setting, may have dou- 
bled for twins. One set is a bil- 
liard table. 

Film is five minutes under its 
original running time when pre- 
viewed on the coast. This slicing 
undoubtedly improved the pace. 

Shan, 


STRANGE JUSTICE 


J. G. Bachmann production and Radio 
release. Directed by Victor Schertzinger. 
Story and dialog by William A. Drake. In- 


cidental music by Victor Schertzinger. Re- 
cording by L. E. May. At Globe, N. Y., 
for week, Oct. 19. Running time, 68 min- 


utes. 





This is the first of a group of 
eight pictures J. G. Bachmann is 
producing for Radio release. It’s a 
poor start for Bachmann and doesn‘t 
give Radio as distributor the least 
iota of prestige. 

RKO, chain brother of Radio, 
turned down ‘Strange Justice’ for 
New York, allowing it to go to the 
Globe, a grind which up to now has 
been playing independent product 
with doubtful result. That tells the 
story as to how RKO felt about its 
possibilities. 

The strangest thing about 
‘Strange Justice’ is how Bachmann 
could so waste a lot of good talent 
in the way it’s been wasted on a 
story that probably wouldn’t have 
enticed any other indie producer. 

Marian Marsh, Reginald- Denny, 
Richard Bennett, Norman Foster, 
Irving Pichel and Thomas Jackson 
are among those in the cast. Miss 
Marsh and Foster are paired for the 
love interest, while Denny and 
Pichel are bankers. Latter makes 
his part believable as the shrewd 
v. p. who takes advantage of knowl- 
edge the president (Denny) has 
stolen plenty, but Denny is away 
out of cast. 

Bennett does a criminal attorney 
of apparent repute who has a tough 
time digging up a paltry $500. He 
plays it vigorously, but on the whole 
it’s a stupid part for Bennett to 
essay. 

Story briefly concerts a chain of 
events which circumstantially con- 
vict a man of a murder that’s been 
faked. Pi.ure does not attempt to 
explain how the police mistook a 
murdered man for the banker for 
whom the young lad was chauffeur 
nor does it go into any details con- 
cerning the trial, etc. 

For the finish the banker, who’s 
been held captive, shows up just in 
the nick of time at Sing Sing to 
save hero from execution in the 
chair. Char. 


Weekend im Paradies 


(‘Week-end in Paradise’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(With Songs) 


D. L. S. production and Capital Film 
release-in U. S. Features Otto Wallburg 
and Trude Perliner. Direction, Robert 
Land; adaptation by Ernst Neubach from 
a play by von Arnold and Bach; camera, 
Willy Goldberger and Robert Lach; music, 
Hans May and Hans Schwabach; sound, 
a Paganini. At the 79th St. Playhouse, 









. ¥., on grind, week Oct. 21. Running 
time, 75 mins. 
Dr. Grimeisen. oceccoescecssd Jul. Falkenstein 
Breitenbacl...... eevcceces Walter Steinbeck 
V. Giersdorf...... ecccccsees Anton Pointner 
Dittchen....ccccccceseeces..-Otto Wallburg 
WiRklO?.ccccccceccee soeee WOlf V. Rothberg 
Adele Haubenschild........Aenne Goerling 
FROG WIG. . co cccticccccccece «+..Claere Rommer 
TURE. cccccccaces eccconcccceeed rude Berliner 
Lore Dietrich..ccccccceccccess-skilse Elster 
Wuttke....cccsses ».-Hans Halden 
Seidel... ccccccccecsccsccsesesss Franz Weber 
Badrain. .-H. H. Schaufusz 
Brose. Paul Westermeier 
Loeffler... ccsccccseccceseeess:: Kurt Lilien 
Gs 0 exO0eS eeeseos ee -Eva L’Arronge 
Schmidt....cccccecsccccece. Siegfried Bretier 

Pretty good farce along usual 
lines. Ought to do fairly well in 


Teuton nabes. 

Material is skimpy and familiar, 
but handled at a sufficiently fast 
pace to hold. Has to do with the 
under secretary in a government 
office who never seems to rise. He 
decides he must show initiative in 
order to make headway. Some one 
brings in a complaint that ‘Para- 
dise,’ a week-end hotel, is none too 
moral, so he goes out to get the 
goods. 

Almost everybody there turns out 
to be his superiors, and all with 
women they shouldn't be with. 











14 WRITERS TUSSELING 
WITH 9 YARNS AT U 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Fourteen writers have been as- 
signed to the prepartion of nine new | 
stories at Universal. Five are work- | 
ing on three yarns for Tala Birell. | 
Dorothy Cairns is doing the treat- | 





ment on ‘Black Afternoon’ with | 
Harold Wilson, who wrote the} 
original; Tom Kilpatrick and Al) 


Cohn are scripting ‘Exile Express’; | 
and Oscar M. Carter is adapting! 
‘Russia,’ all for Miss Birell. 

Ferdinand Reyher and Dale Van | 
Every are writing the continuity | 
for Clyde Beatty and Edward An- 
thony’s ‘Animal Magic.’ Max Trell 
and Tom Buckingham are ‘Part 





ing the script of ‘Out on Parole,’ 
Lew Ayres’ next at U. ‘Skyways.’ 
originally titled ‘Commerce of the! 
Air,’ is being whipped into contin- | 
uity form by Frank Wead. 

James Mulhauser and Johnnie} 
Grey are writing the screen play on 
‘Niagara Falls’ which follows ‘Auto 
Camp,’ by Nina Wilcox Putnam, as 
the next Zasu Pitts-Slim Summer- 
ville feature. 

Treatment on ‘Black And White 
Clown’ has been assigned to Philip 
McKee. Clarence Marks is inject- 
ing comedy into ‘Sons of a Seacook,’ 
which also has H. M. Walker and 
Earl Snell on continuity. 





FEIST AS MANNIX ASS’T 
: Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Felix Feist, Jr., Metro test direc- 
tor before going to Europe recently, 
has been appointed assistant to Ed- 
die Mannix. 
Young Feist recently returned 
from the Continent with Benny 
Thau. 





JOHNSON’S NEW CHORES 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Nunnally Johnson is temporarily 
off the treatment of ‘International 
House’ at Paramount to work with 


Waldemar Young on the _ wnext 
Chevalier picture. 
Returns to his ‘House’ chores 


when finished with the latter. 





Next day he begins preparing the 
report on what he found and is 
visited one by one by various of 
his chiefs. He obliges each, of 
course, the report growing thinner 
and thinner, and his rank higher 
and higher, so that at the end of 
the day he is head of the whole 
works. 

Acting is okay for that type of 
frolic and handling throughout sat- 
isfactory without calling for raves. 
Couple of very weakish songs 
don’t hurt much because they count 
so little. Kavuf. 


SCARLET WEEK END 


Maxim production and Irving Pictures re- 
ease, based on ‘A Woman in Purple Py- 
jamas,’ by Willis Kent. . Supervised by 
Willis Kent and directed vy Geo. Melford. 
Continuity by Oliver Blake. Wm. Nobles, 
camera. Associate dir., Melville Shyer. 
Cast Dorothy Revier, Theo. Von Eltz, 
Phyllis Barrington, Niles Welch, Douglas 
Cosgrove, Virginia Roye, Wm. Desmond, 
Eddie Phillips, Chas. K. French, Sheila 
Maners, Aber Twins, Nora Hayden, Vance 
Carroll, Chuby Colman. At Loew’s New 
York theatre one day, Oct. 25, on a double 
bill. Running time, 68 minutes. 





Another impression from the mys- 
tery story rubber stamp. Once more 
the detective throws suspicion on 
everyone, with the brave young herb 
confessing the murder because he 
thinks his girl friend is implicated. 
She thinks he did, and everyone else 
is at one time or another on the 
verge of getting the pinch. Where 
they are hardened to this formula 
they may like this one, in spite of 
production shortcomings. 

Sound is unusually bad, one violin 
duet being worse than that. Seldom 
that any of the voices sounds natu- 
ral, and then it’s only for part of a 
scene. Costuming fails to suggest 
the social smartness the script calls 
for, and the direction does nothing 
to help. Supposedly gay week-end 
party is poorly handled, and after 
the murder the labored development 
of the solution becomes tiresome 
with its aimless running around. 





| 
; 
Grav(y) Decision | 
| 
Hollywood, Oct. 
Paramount wants to 
Max Baer, heavyweight fighter, 
for the part of ‘The Lion Man’ 
in ‘King of the Jungle.’ 


ol. 


test 


| 

Execs say they'll make the || 

test when they decide which 
one of Baer’s eight managers 

they'll do business with. | 


—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood || 
Bulletin. 











Picture will fill nearly an hour of 
screening time, but that’s about all | 
it can do. Even double bill audi- 
ences will find it unentertaining in | 
a majority of instances. | 
Names in the cast, but even good | 
actors cannot rise above these roles. 
Chic. 








Metro Briefs Books to 
Get Reaction of Aides’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Plays and books up for purchase 
at Metro in the future will be shown 
in synposis form to all supervisors 
and directors on the lot to obtain a | 
wider reaction on screen possibili- 
ties. System is similar to that in 
vogue at Paramount. 

Among the stories submitted for 
consideration this week was ‘Three 
Sheet,’ by Tiffany Thayer. 





Must Serve Sentence 


Easton, Pa., Oct. 31. 

Harry H. Goodman, of Philadel- 
phia, sentenced to two years for de- 
frauding local people out of $20,000 
in telling them that he would buy a 
theatre in Stroudsburg, Pa., and 
then make a quick sale and double 
the money, must serve the sentence. 
New Jersey Supreme Court has so 
ruled. Goodman is now in the 
state prison at Trenton. 

During the trial Goodman, who 
styled himself as a promoter, said 
the money given to him was as a 
loan. This was denied by those 
who put up the cash. 





L. A. EXHIBITOR BANKRUPT 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Jacob S. Lustig, operating the 
Starland theatre, filed bankruptcy 
proceedings, listing $36,464 in liabili- 
ties and assets of $1,100. 

Lustig’s Starland and the San 
Carlos, in the southwestern part of 
town, were in partnership with 
Fox-West Coast, but later he took 
the houses over himself. They have 
both been dark for the past 10 
months. Principal creditors are 
landlords and film exchanges. 





DELAY ON TYLER 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Because Tom Tyler is playing the 
lead in ‘Men of the Mounted,’ U 
serial that went into work last 
week, production on ‘When a Man 
Rides Alone,’ Freuler Film Asso- 
ciate western, will not start for an- 
other seven weeks. 

Originally planned to start the 
FFA picture, which stars Tyler, on 


a 


Nov. 5. 





‘ORPHAN ANNIE’ SHORTS 

Radio is planning a series of six 
shorts based on ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ which is made as a feature. 

Negotiations for rights to ‘Annie’ 
as shorts are being carried on in 
Hollywood with Leo Morrison, who 
represents the owner of the rights, 
Al Lowenthal. 





WALLY FORD EAST 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Dropped from Metro’s contract 
list several weeks ago, Wallace 
Ford will leave for New York next 
week for a month's vacation. 
Probability he will land in a show 
there. 





Buys Out Partner 
The Art Guild, builder of fronts 





and lobby displays, has been taken 
over by George Hoffman, 

Owning 50% himself, Hoffman | 
bought up the half interest my 


trolled by John Morgan. 


Settlement leone 
In L. A. Musicians, 


Deluxe Agreement 


Oct. 31. 
coniro- 


Los Angeles 

Settlement of contract 
versy between deluxers here and the 
musicians’ union, which has been 
pending since Sept. 1 when the pre- 
vious agreement terminated, ex- 
pected at a meeting of representa- 
tives of both parties Tuesday (1). 

Musicians’ execs have served an 
ultimatum on the theatres that the 
newly negotiated contract, in which 
a compromise had been reached, 
must be signed by that date or.the 
agreement prior to Sept. 1 will be- 
came e! -ctive and retroactive. 

Houses affected by the musicians’ 
demand are the Paramount, War- 
ners Downtown, United Artists and 
Pantages, 

Several major changes_ over last 
year’s contract are at issue. Under 
the compromise baidmen will play 


is 


a longer period for the number of 
shows per day without overtime; 
two instead of 8 to 14 weeks will 


be required to terminate the serv- 
ices of a swing band, and a new 
seale for extra men to augment the 
regular house orchestra for a cur- 
rent period only. 





Chamberlain, Pa., Chain 
_ Revived by Trust Co. 


Shamokin, Pa., Oct. 31. 


Chamberlain Amuseme:iis, ince., 
whose theatres were foreclosed last 
Summer, is to be reorganized 
through the chartering of a new 
corporation under the laws of 
Delaware. 

The new company will operate 
the six Chamberlain houses, in this 
city, Mt. Carmel, Tamaqua, Maha- 
noy City and Lansford, two in the 
last named place, and the stock 
holders in the old company will be 
given preference in subscribing for 
stock in the new corporation. The 
reorganization is in the hands of 
attorneys for the Pennsylvania 
Trust Company, Reading, which 
held the mortgage for the bond- 
holders in the old company. A 
working fund of $75,000 is to be 
raised to facilitate the reorganiza- 
tion, 





HOHL’S QUICK SHIFT 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Finishing his third picture, ‘Isle 
of Lost Souls,’ Nov. 3, Arthur Hohl, 
New York actor, hops from Para- 
mount to Warners, where he starts 
in ‘Blondie Johnson’ Novy. 5. 

William Morris agency responsi- 
ble. 





GORDON ADAPTING ‘PARTY’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Metro has assigned Leon Gordon 
to adapt ‘Party’ from the Ivor No- 
vello play as next for Joan Craw- 
ford. ; 

It will be directed by Clarence 
Brown, 


‘RASPUTIN’ FOR ASTOR 





‘Rasputin’ may come into the 
Astor, New York, Nov. 22, succeed- 
ing ‘Strange Interlude’ which by 


then will have had a run of 12 
weeks. 
‘Rasputin’ is the Metro picture 


with the three Barrymores. 








FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 

















Personal Dir.,. MAKK LEDDY 





 — —_ 


Roxy, New York, This Week (Oct. 23), 3rd Return Engagement 


VIVIAN FAY 


PRIMA BALLERINA 





— — 


Dances by THEO ADOLPHUS 








VALAIDA 


THE CONDUCTRESS OF LEW LESLIE’S “RHAPSODY IN BLACK” 





THIS WEEK (Oct. 28), PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 
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7 
nside Stuii-Yaude 
When playing strong name acts in Philadelphia, Warner Bros. plans 
24-sheeting the town more extensively on such personalities than it has 


been on its pictures. 


Tuesday, November 1, 1932 








ia 





Two weeks ago when Harry Richman played the Mastbaum, WB put 
out 330 stands, which is said to stand as a record for Philadelphia. Last 
week 175 were put out on Joe E. Brown. 


This amount of bill-posting by Warners in Philly exceeds that of any 


commercial on outdoor advertising in that city. 





Opening day for Donald Novis at the Paramount in Brooklyn found 
the NBC tenor involved in a heated disagreement with Publix production 


men over the elimination of a stage mike from his act. 


Circuit execs 


contended that the set of electric-earpieces down in the footlight trough 
would fill the bill perfectly, while the warbler argued that he had to 
have a mike stationed right in front of him for the proper transmission 


of his voice. 





To stop the feud going on between Olive Olsen and Joe Penner for 
laughs in the ‘Follow Thru’ unit, Fanchon & Marco dispatched Colton 
Croonon to Milwaukee to fix up the book, so neither would step on the 


other’s toes. 
routines in this unit. 


Le Roy Prinz will also hop east to step up the dance 





In last week’s (22) Palace review, New York, it was stated Chris- 


tianson’s Stallions did not show at the initial performance. 


Act was 


present and opened the running order. 





Philly Indie’s Acts 


Five act bills on a full week and 
a $5,000 budget go into the indie 
Carmen, Philadelpnia, Nov. 4 upon 
its return to vaudeville. House has 
been taken over by Joe Cohen who 
formerly operated the Allegheny, 
Philly. 

Eddie Sherman will book from 
New York. Frank Ackley replaces 
George Grovenstein as manager 
under the new operator. 








JENKS’ TWO WEEKS 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Frank Jenks is spotted in Fanch- 
on & Marco’s ‘Tahiti’ unit as m.c. 
for two weeks, playing the Long 
Beach and the United Artists en- 
gagements. Unit opened in Long 
Beach Thursday (27). 

At San Diego, starting 10, Jack- 
son and Gardner, comics, who 
here from Chicago, to go into the 
unit. Act was placed by Schall- 
mann Bros. San Diego is now a 
full week stand for the units. 





UNITS STAGED iN EAST 
FORCE F&M VACATIONS 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

With five of their eastern pro- 
duced units coming to the Coast in 
the next six weeks, and with local 
production at a complete standstill, 
Fanchon & Marco has pruned its 
Hollywood personnel to the bone. 
Most of the employes at the studio 
are off the payroll for from six to 
eight weeks. 

Skeleton crews are being main- 
tained in most departments to 
handle such production details as 
may arise in connection with the 
Coast bookings of eastern units, but 
the rank and file are sans salary, 
and will not return until rehearsals 
are resumed for new units Nov. 15. 

Practically no stage talent is be- 
ing engaged, with Marco devoting 
his time to laying out future poli- 
cies. 








NEW ACTS IN ‘PAREE’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Bellit and Lamb have been trans- 
ferred from Fanchon & Marco’s 
‘Tahiti’ to ‘Hello Paree,’ replacing 
Helen Warner. 

Lafayette & LaVerne have been 
added to latter unit. 

Leona Saunders, acrobatic danc- 
er, has been added to ‘Tia Juana’ 
unit. 


FREAKS BRING SQUAWK 


Freak show appended to the cir- 
cus bill at the Palace, New York, 
last week was moved out of the in- 
ner lobby after the fire department 
squawked that crowds it collected 
were blocking the entrance| 








Radio Troupe Goes 
Into L. A.-U. A. for FWC 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Fox West Coast has booked the 
‘Blue Monday Jamboree,’ which 
broadcasts weekly from KFRC, San 
Francisco, for the United Artists 
theatre here week of Nov. 10. f 

If getting over the troupe will 
then play San Diego, Portland, 
Seattle and Sacramento. Week that 
the Jamboree plays here it will 
broadcast its Monday night pro- 
gram from the stage. 





DES MOINES STAGELESS 


Des Moines, Oct, 31. 

On Nov. 12 the Paramount will 
go the way of all flesh and turn to 
straight pictures at a 35c top. 

House has been using F&M units 
and assembled vaude on split weeks 
for a year or more. Leaves the city 
stageless, 





LAND’S BALLYHOO SHORTS 

Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Oswald Land, New York vaude 
agent, has opened an office here 
and intends making shorts, using 
some of his clients as actors. Pic- 
tures are not for regular releases, 
but to be used in connection with 
personal appearances by the players. 





ROESNER TO OAKLAND 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Walt Roesner, m. c. at the Fox 
San Francisco, moves to the Fox, 
Oakland, in the same capacity. 

In the event that the Paramount 
Oakland reopens Fanchon & Marco 
shows will switch there including 
Roesner. 








OPENING RKO PALACE, CHICAGO, THIS WEEK! (OCT. 29) 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 
EDWARD I. FISHMAN 





1619 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 


Victor-Brunswick 
and Columbia Records 





With appreciation to Chester Stratton of the National Broadcasting Company-RKO for establishing 
eur RKO route and to Ralph Wonders of Columbia Broadcasting System for his many favors. 


RKO-Loew Dropping 
Vaud in Rochester; 
Columbus Goes Too 


RKO and Loew will drop vaudee 
ville in Rochester, N. Y., by mutual 
agreement. Both circuits go straizht 
pictures there Nov. 5. The wo 
chains discarded .vaudeville for 
awhile under a similar agreement 
there last year. 

Another RKO stand going straight 
film is Columbus, O., on which no 
definite change date is set. Loss of 
Rochester and Columbus will cut 
RKO’s New York vaudeville book 
to 15 weeks. 


esimie Lake 


By Happy Benway 











Dr. M. Dworkin replaced Dr. Irve 
ing Tabershaw as the house medico 
at the lodge. Dr. Dworkin hails 
from Chicago. 


RKO’s five-act one night vaude«- 
ville show hits the Palace, Lake 
Placid, for another tryout. 

Mrs. Sidney Piermont, wife of the 
Loew booker, arrived in the fresh 
air city for a rest and some ozon- 
ing. She is resting at 138 Park 
avenue, 

Margaret Grcve who is showing 
up goodygoody on the cure thing, 
now gesting at 9% Church st., the 
Northwoods San....Louis Rhein- 
gold has added six pounds and 
around at times for minor exercise 
»--.J0e@ McCormick is a newcomer 
... Jack Flaum gets a nice report: 
one half hour exercise twice daily 
with a weekly addition of more 
walking....Jack Lewis, who did the 
cure thing here and is now on the 
oke side, is New Yorking and work- 
ing....Ruth Hatch, new arrival at 
the lodge, still on the observation 
list....Russ Kelly after seven years 
of ozoning got the final okay and 
will resume work in Philadelphia 
...»-Marie Crawford week-ending it 
with Brother Bert Ford....Jerry 
Vogel sweetened everybody’s tooth 
via a mess of imported candy.... 
Loran Newell up at times and looks 
good since the op....Butch Kanabe 
left for Wheeling, W. Va.; he Sarae 
nac’d for a year....Mannie Lowey 
on exercise and staging a wonderful 
comeback,...Elsie Johnson putting 
on the comeback thing, adding 
weight and with very good reports 
....Nat Brusiloff and his boys sere- 
naded Lawrence McCarthy and James 
Hicks at the depot....Lilly Lenora 
much elatéd over the visit of Edna 
Murphy and George Barnett. 

The folks motored in from Ottawa, 
Canada, to see our Lil....John 
Montellese a new arrival in thé 
ozone territory, bedding it for the 
first observation period....Only one 
night spot open here, carrying two 
entertainers and a jazz band.... 
Ford Raymond now up for two 
meals a day after two years of 
four-walling it....Joe Reilly exer 
cising it to good results....The dee 
mand for Dr, Edgar Mayer’s new 
book is hitting the five-figure mark 
»»--Fred Buck showing much im- 
provement....Jeanene LaFaun up 
for one meal and downtown talkers 
after a siege in bed....Fred Bach- 
man about ready for that exercise 
+.--Doe to patient: I have good 
news for you; you are well and can 
go to work.’ Patient to Doe: ‘IT 
have bad news for you; you’ve got 
to get me a job.’ Doc sends patient 
back to bed....George Harmon sez 
that times are so hard here, some 
folks can’t even raise a tempera- 
ture....Joe Baker gets great X-ray 
report, has put on plenty weight 
and is allowed downtown talkers 
with mild exercise, ...Leonard Cowes 
ley now up at times and staging a 


(Continued on page 54) 





Vaudfilm at 10c 


Youngstown, O., Oct. 31. 

Hippodrome has gone vaude film 
without boosting the admission, 
which remains at a dime for any 
seat, any time. First time in local 
history that a combination bill has 
been offered at this low price. 

House is the only stage show spot 
in town. 


WB’S TORRINGTON TRY 


Stamford, Conn., Oct. 31. 
Vaudeville goes into Warner, Tore 
rington, Conn., next week. House 
will use five acts two and three days 


on alternate weeks between Nov. 11 
and end of year. 

If the shows draw, a policy of 
weekly vaudeville will be adopted 





in January. 
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Exhib Booking His 5 Weekends Direct: 
No Commish, Salaries Net to Acts 





Chicago, Oct. $1. 

Poisoned by the stories of fellow- 
exhibitors concerning experiences 
with fly-by-night and _ chiseling 
vaudeville bookers one theatre own- 
er will book his own vaudeville. 
He is 8S. J. Gregory, who owns a 
number of small town theatres but 
headquarters in Chicago. 

Gregory has decided to play 
vaude Saturday and Sunday in five 
towns, Ottawa, Illinois, and Kokomo. 
Peru, Frankfort, and Muncie, In- 
diana. He wants four act units that 
don’t require house orchestras, 

With the thought in mind of buy- 
ing a $25 act and paying $25 net, 
Gregory believes he can frame his 
shows and get superior talent by 
seeing to it that everything he can 
afford to pay goes in toto to the 
acts, 

This contrasts with the usual 
chiseling system most picture men 
encounter when paying $25 for an 
act and getting a $15 act because 
the booker pockets the difference. 

Gregory will not charge commis- 
sions for booking the acts on his 
five week-end dates. 


— 





Dancer Pinched in Darien; 
Socked Partner and Girl 


* Darien, Conn., Oct. 31. 

Charles Nelson, dancer, was ar- 
rested here following a fight with 
another member of his act. He 
was booked on charges of breach of 
the peace. The act, consisting of 
three men and two girls, was pass- 
ing through this town enroute from 
New York City to Greenfield, Mass., 
to fill an engagement when Nelson 
attacked one of his partners. 

After the driver stopped the car, 
Nelson dragged the other man, a 
singer, out and they tussled on the 
ground. Police stopped the fight. 

Before being taken to the police 
etation, Nelson knocked a girl in 
the act to the sidewalk. The troupe 
continued without Nelson. 


Connolly-RKO Split 


Bobby Connolly is off the RKO 
payroll after being on it for four 
months at $250 a week as produc- 
tion supervisor of vaudeville. 

At first Connolly routined the 
bills at the Palace, New York, later 
taking charge of the circuit’s ama- 
teur shows. While with R70 he also 
staged Schwab & DeSylva’s ‘Hump- 
ty Dumpty’ on the side. 











Leonidoff’s Extra Wk. 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Leon Leonidoff has obtained per- 
mission from S. L. Rothafel to tarry 
another week and stage the B&K 
show for the Chicago the week 
of Nov. 4. lLeonidoff departs for 
New York Nov. 5. 

In connection with this w@k’s 
show at the Chicago theatre Leon- 
idoff has experimented by injecting 
hoke acrobats in the midst of one 
of his classical ballets. Understood 
that Beeandkay has this combina- 
tion of refinement and buffoonery 
in mind as the keynote to its future 
stage shows. 





JACK CURTIS WEST 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Jack Curtis, of the Curtis & Allen 
agency, New York, is due here this 
week to arrange for the taking of 
several picture names east for per- 
sonals, He’ll also try and interest 
the studios in some of his stage 
names, 

Curtis expects to stay here two 
months, 





Rosen’s L. & L. Return 


Matty Rosen has returned to the 
Lyons & Lyons office after a three 
Months’ association with Jerry Car- 
zill. 

He’s on vaudeville for L. & L. 








Holtz at Hipp, Balto, 
For $6,000 or 50% 


Lou Holtz is booked for Rappa- 
port’s Hippodrome, Baltimore, week 
starting Saturday (5). He goes in 
on a basis of 50% of the gross, with 
$6,000 guaranteed. 


Following week Holtz plays 
the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, for 
Warners. 





RKO OBLIGATION 
ACT BOOKED 
WITH LOEW 


Bob Ripa, now playing for Loew, 
is the only ‘obligation’ act which 
RKO has succeeded.in bo king else- 
where to fulfill time it couldn’t de- 
liver in its own theatres. Ripa was 
originally booked by RKO at $500, 
but later agreed to accept a $100 
cut. 

RKO owed Ripa eight weeks at 
$400 when finding itself unable to 
vlay out the contract. George God- 
trey arranged with Loew to fill out 
this time on a direct RKO-Loew 
booking, Ripa accepting the $400 
from Loew. 


FROM FILM HOUSE TO 
SHOW IN SAME TOWN 


Washington, Oct. 31. 


Harrison and Fisher jumped from 
a film house date into Brown & 
Henderson’s ‘Forward March’ here 
last week. Producers of the musical, 
which was playing in town, spotted 
the team in the show after catching 
them at Loew’s Fox. 

Act, which Sammy _ Baerwitz 
owns, joined ‘March’ for fts final 
day here and went on with it to 
Pittsburgh this week. 














‘Bicycling’ an Act 
Tacoma, Wash., Nov. 7. 
Al Gillis, Fox Tacoma manager, 


booked Arizona Wranglers, radio 
act for Fox Rialto. With opening 
of Fox Broadway deluxer, Gillis 
took the booking with him for that 
house. Now he has decided to play 
both houses same days. 

They are located across alley 
from each other. Gillis has so 
timed his pictures that act will 
work nicely between both shows for 
the two days. The number of shows 
will run close to 15 each day or 30 
shows for the two days which is a 
record on this coast. 





THE LEES SAIL 

Lee, Lee, Lee and Lee sail for 
Europe the latter part of Decem- 
ber for four vaudeville” weeks in 
London. 

Quartet opens Jan. 2 for a week 
at the Holburne Empire and fol- 
lows with two at the Palladium and 
one at Victoria Palace. 





PATRICOLA FOR SHORTS 
Tom Patricola, who’s over in 
England on Palladium and other 
stage dates, returns to the U. S. in 
three weeks. 
Meanwhile Leo Morrison, on the 
Coast, is negotiating with Educa- 





tional to place Patricola for shorts. 





CHERRY SISTERS AGAIN 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Oct. 31. 
The Cherry Sisters, gag vaude 
team of the horse and buggy days 
got in the limelight again. 
They were made defendants in a 
rent action whereby M. Krebs seeks 
recovery of $160 rent. } 


} annual 


EDDIE CANTOR 
GHIEE FACTOR 


William Morris Office as 
Booker—Stars as Owners 
on Percentage with 70-30 
Terms for Shows in Indie 
Legit Theatres—Chicago, 
St. Louis, Boston, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Pittsburgh, Cincy, 
Cleveland, Detroit as 
Starters—Casino, N. Y., 
Probable — Cantor’s Own 
Show First 








1-NITE JUMP BREAKERS 





About 14 weeks, including 10 full 
weeks, of playing time for variety 
bills composed of vaudeville, radio 


and picture names on a two-a-day 
policy at $2 top in legit theatres are 
in prospect. William Morris’ office 
is proposing the idea and is making 
arrangements to handle the book- 
ing and business ends. The lead- 
ing figure in the proposed venture 
is Eddie Cantor. 

Cantor, who will head the first of 
these shows himself, believes there 
is a place for straight vaudeville if 
properly booked and exploited and 
that this may be its means to re- 
vival. 

The shows will embody the spe- 
cialty and comedy features of the 
revue type of entertainment, lack- 
ing only in the chorus and produc- 
tion spectacles. Casts will include 
one or two names in addition to 
seven or eight standard acts or 
specialty peeple. 

Plan ts to play al] theatres on a 
straight 70-30 basis, with the 70% 
going to the troupe, the ownership 
of which will be invested with the 
star or stars and the producer. The 
other acts will work on straight 
salary. The example will be set 
by Cantor’s opening show, with the 
star the only member of the com- 
pany in on a gamble. 

The 10 full weeks lined up so far 
are Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Cincinnati, Chicago and St. 
Louis, latter being the furthest 
western point. New York may come 
in with the Casino theatre the pos- 
sible stand under a deal now in the 
negotiation stages . with George 
White. Independent legit theatres 
in each town will house the shows. 
Probable Chicago location is the 
Woods. 

White enters the proposition at 
first merely as a production advisor 
for the first show, as a personal 
favor to Cantor. Later his variety 
bills at the Casino, New York, which 
opens next month, may go over the 
two-a-day route intact after their 
New York engagement. Until New 
York comes in, Philadelphia may be 
the opening date. 

‘All’ Bills 

To change the pace for more 
variety in the shows, it is proposed 
to mix “in periodical bills compris- 
ing acts from one field. An all- 
radio bill headed by Jack Benny, 
Kate Smith and Arthur Tracy is 
being discussed as the second unit 
and a follow-up for Cantor. Other 
such bills under advisement are a 
circus unit embodying as many 
name acts from the outdoors field 
as can be obtained, a show made 
up completely of picture people and 
an all-colored unit produced by Lew 
Leslie. 

Two names being sought to head 
straight variety shows are Al Jol- 
son and Sir Harry Lauder. It’s 
figured enough ould be drawn by 
them on a percentage basis to cover 
their own regular salaries besides 
the salary lists and overhead of the 
Lauder is currently on his 
‘farewell’ tour under Wil- 
liam Morris’ direction. 

In addition to the 10 full weeks 


shows. 





| 








Report Salaries on 100 Acts Set By 


Booking Offices in Economy Measure 


A 
rr 





Humphrey-Cantor Join 
As Coast Play Brokers 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Tink Humphrey and Lew Cantor 
are partnered as play brokers. They 
have taken space in the Harry We- 
ber office. 

Plays produced by Shuberts, Wil- 
liam A. Brady. George Tyler; Arthur 
Hopkins and John Golden will be 
offered for pictures through their 
office. Later, they may produce lo- 
cally as a show window for possible 
screen material, 


AL SIEGEL RISKS 
LIFE TO SHAPE 
LITAS ACT 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Abandoning her intentions of re- 
turning to pictures, Lita Grey 
Chaplin left today (Monday) for 
New York by automobile. She is 
planning a new act with Georges 
Carpentier to play five weeks for 
Loew. 

Al Siegel, at the Monrovia sani- 
tarium the past month, is leaving 
there despite doctors’ warnings that 
it may cgst him his life, to meet 
Mrs. Chaplin in New York, to help 
the act and also play piano for her. 


RKO IS CLOSING ITS 
L. A. BOOKING OFFICE 


Martin Beck is closing up the Los 
Angeles RKO booking office for a 
saving of about $300 a week. 

Lately, with indie bookings on the 
Coast at a standstill, revenue from 
the L. A. office has been nil. It was 
a fairly important booking center 
when RKO’s Coast time was open. 


Too Much Dough 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Proposal offering Thomas Meighan 
and Gene Sarazan to vaude at $7,500 
weekly found no takers. Bookers 
figured the asking price way too 
high, 

Meighan would have drawn down 
$5,000 and Sarazan the balance, 























HENDERSON’S F&M DATES 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 
Dick Henderson, English comic, 
left Saturday (29) to play six weeks 
in the east for Fanchon & Marco, 
following which he and his family 
will sail for England for the Xmas 
holidays. 
Family goes east as soon as Dick, 





Jr.. completes his part in Fox’s 
‘Cavalcade.’ 
besides New York, the 14-week 


route may be filled out by one, two 
and three day stands in between 
the full weeks. Great States cir- 
cuit has entered a bid. for the 
shows, proposing to break the jump 
from Chicago io St. Louis with one 
and two-niters in Joliet, Champaign, 
etc. 

No circuit is interested 
proposition and none has been ap- 
proached. At the start it will be 
handled on a strictly 
basis. 

As described by those behind it 
the venture would be a sort of a 
revival of the Shubert vaudeville 
y.oposition without the Shuberts. 








in the) 


independent | 


Salaries on about 100 standard 
acts are supposed to have been set 
by the major variety booking of- 
fices under their reported agree- 
ment to hold down figures which 
they believe to be excessive. Most 


of the acts are ‘names’ and those 
in the $1,000-or-over class, running 
up to the top saiary of $6,000, which 
so far has been drawn only by Paul 
Whiteman’s band. 

‘It is explained that Whiteman’s 
$6,000 is not a good example of any 
salary setting since that band gives 
close to an hour’s performance and 
rates more as a full bill than an ine 
dividual act. 

Lists of salaries paid to money 
acts in the past year or so are said 
to have been compared and reduced 
to what the bookers mutually ree 
garded as the proper figures. The 
bookers are evidently obliged to 
abide by the set salaries and cane 
not exceed them without consent of 
the other participants in the agreee- 
ment. 

The list is appended when a new 
act turns up, or one that has not yet 
been appraised. Radio and picture 
names venturing into vaudeville 


minus salary rating would compris) 


most of the list’s new additions, the 
original lineup contining most of the 
standard vaudeville and _ picture 
house names, 


Price Differences 


Under the plan when an act is 
first submitted the booker offers the 
set salary, regardless of the asking 
price, In some instances where the 
acts have asked $3,000 and $4,000, 
the offers have been less than $1,000, 
If the booker believes an increase 
over the set salary is justified he 
can take the matter up with the 
other offices. So far none of the 
bookers in requesting exceptions 
has been voted down in an im- 
portant issue, according to report, 

Last week an agent is supposed 
to have submitted a picture team 
for $3,500 and was offered $1,750. 
The booker thought an exception 
should be made in the case and re- 
quested a lift to $2,000, to which the 
other bookers agreed. However, the 
act turned down the counter-offer, 
still clinging to $3,500. The booker 
said he’d take the matter up again 
and notify the agent the folowing 
day. At the appointed time the 
agent is claimed to have walked 
into the booking office and asked, 
‘Well, how did the market open 
today?’ 

This is the first time a reported 
mutual salary arangement among 
the circuits has presumably reached 
a working basis. In the past all 
such agreements merely lasted until 
one booker needed an act badly and 
thought the other bookers were 
wrong in their salary opinions. The 
agents don't believe it yet and give 
any such arrangement two or three 
months at best. 


Chevalier’s 4 Weeks 


Maurice Chevalier will play four 
stage weeks for Publix, starting 
Nov. 11 in New York, upon his re- 
turn from Europe. Salary is re- 
ported as $10,000 against a per- 
centage, on a direct studio booking. 

Following New York Chevalier 
plays Boston, Chicago and Detroit, 
He sails for Lome this week. 











FILM’S VAUDE CAST 


Culver City, Gs a 

Bryan Foy is making -“‘Boola 
Boola,’ two reel comedy for Colum- 
bia release with an exclusive vaude-= 
ville cast, mostly comedians, 

Roster is headed by Jimmy Cone 
lin and includes Al Klein, Eddie 
| Kane, Shaw and Lee, Mary Foy and 
Dot Grace. 


Charlotte Winter’s Short 
Charlotte Wint stage, 
has been signed through Joe Rivkin 
for a short opp Russ Columbo to be 

made by Warners in Brooklyn. 


ers, “rom the 
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Burley Garbage, Condy Hawking Pay 


Goldie, the L. A. 


Butcher, Dividends 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3l. 
Exhibit A of show business at its 
worst is the burlesque offered at 


Sam Goldburg’s Majestic here. 


burg, one-time candy butcher, op-| 
erates two local houses, with both | 
having productions on the same low 
level. Majestic, on Broadway, Op- | 
posite the Orpheum, was a former | 
legit hous¢ It was dark for a year 
before Goldie the Butcher started 
his presentations of entertainment 
at its rawest 

Business man first and producer 
second, Goldie is said to have fig- 
ured that if the burlesque didn't | 
pay as entertainment, he could still 


a profit from his candy hawk- 
ing in the theatre. To this end, he 
features prize packages, throws in 
a few nutty gags and a stripper or 
two and calls it a show. 

With biz only fair, Goldie pays off 
his performers in apples. He has | 
a percentage deal on the rent from 


make 





the Hamberger estate, whose bene- 
ficiaries are socially prominent, and 
manages to make a profit on his 


setup. 
$30 Top for Principals 


Goldie pays his principals $30 per 
week, and chorines get $15. Two 
deck hands and a five-piece non- 
union band draw $30 each seven 
days. Stage end runs around $600 
weekly, with the entire nut not over 
house grosses $150 daily 
Goldie is in the clear. The three 
principals and chorus of 16 work 
as many shows as Goldie deems 
necessary to sell sufficient candy. 
Some days they are on four times. 
If business is bad they're on every 
five minutes. The candy must be 
gold! 

Bits and blackouts are the lowest 
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| in entertainment ‘The Gun Ain't 
' Loaded.” ‘Where's My Pussy?’ and 
| others, tabooed by practically every 
Gold- | burley producer in the country, are 
prime favorites. Every line is 

| loaded. 
Teasers are amateurish, but the 
undress flashes are there. Produc- 


tion is a joke. Patch quilts would 
make better stage settings than 
anything Goldie has hanging. 


Case of Necessity 


Performers have to work in such 
a spot in order to eat. Goldie knows 
this that’s the answer 0 
wages. Several of them _ are 
experienced burlesque people from 
the east. Broke, they are forced to 
accept employment at the Majestic. 


and 


In the current production, Sam 
Farnum, Ted Lester and Johnny 
Wayburn are the comics. Former 
pair do Tramp, latter Dutch. Jess 
Mack is the straight and stager, 
getting an extra $5 weekly for stag- 
ing. Peggy Owen and Billie Bird 


do the grinds, with former doubling 
from the line. 


$1,000 Reward Offered 
For Pineapple Planter 


Cincinnati, Oct. 31. 

A $1,000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the person or persons who 
bombed the home of Meyer ‘Blackie’ 
Lantz, manager of the Empress, 
only burlesque house here, and at 
the same time planted two gas 
bombs in the theatre, has been ad- 
vertised in the local press. The 
offer is by Lantz. 

Explosion of the bombs in the 
Empress was averted by their dis- 
covery by the janitor in cleaning 
the house for the midnight show. 
The bombs had pressure fuses. 

Lantz is operating non-union this 
season for the first time in the ten 
years he has been conducting bur- 
lesque at the Empress. 
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CENTRAL DROPS SHOWS; Failure to Follow Up 


GOING STRAIGHT FILM| 


Closing of burlesque at Minskys’ 
New York, Saturday (29) 
again leaves the Empire wheel 
without a potential Times Square 
stand. Minsky-Empire booking 
deal, in addition to that now apply- 
ing to the Apollo in Harlem, took 
in the Central. Wheel shows were 
slated to play there. 

The Minsky-Weinstock firm con- 
tinues operating the Central for the 
remainder of its year’s lease and 
during the. straight film _ policy 
which starts this week. 

The Minsky name has been off 
the front of the house since the 
start of the Republic’s trouble with 
the License Commission. 





Central, 


BROOKLYN HEARING 


Charges Against H. Raymond and 
Ryan Are Dismissed 











Charges against Harold Raymond 
and Ed Ryan were dismissed and 
decision on Leonard Raymond and 
Charles Carewe was reserved at 
the hearing in Magistrate’s Court, 
Brooklyn, Thursday (27). 

The Raymond brothers, as man- 
Ca- 
rewe, as stage manager of the 
house, and Ryan as producer of 
the show, were arrested on a com- 
plaint against an Empire wheel 
show, ‘Rarin’ To Go.’ None of the 
players. were concerned in the 
matter. 


- 


Burlesque Placements 


Milt Schuster, Chicago, made the 
following burlesque placements last 
week: 


Veda Leslie, Joe Miller, Stanley 
Montfort, for the new stock opening 
Nov. 5 at the Garrick, Chicago; 
Mary Murray, Hal Rathburn, Al 
Ferris, Frances Mylie, Al Zimmy, 
Margie Bartel, Haymarket, Chicago, 
Blaine Wahl, Gayety, Milwaukee. 








Garrick, Chi, Reopening 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 


Garrick is due to reopen Nov. 5 
with stock burlesque under Warren 
Irons direction. 

House closed some weeks ago 
when a backstage fire made exten- 
sive repairs necessary. 





Coast’s 2 More 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 


Two new vaude spots have been 
set by the Bert Levey offices. Nov. 
6 a split week of five acts goes into 
Tony Lubelski’s Goddard, Sacra- 
mento, 

Five acts, one day a week, also 
was set in at Warners’ Santa Bar- 
bara starting Oct. 20. 





PAY OWN WIRE CHARGES 

The Funnyboners, radio turn, will 
pay its own wire charges on out-of- 
town vaudeville dates when opening 
for Loew Nov. 4 at the Fox, Wash- 
ington, 

Act will lay off the following 
week and come into New York Nov. 
18 at the Valencia, CBS artist bu- 
reau is agenting. 





Al White Breakins 


Al White took his 19-people unit 
upstate Saturday (29) for two per- 
centage splits in Glens Falls and 
Hudson, N. Y¥. Jump was made. by 
bus. 

Upstate dates are preparatory to 
White’s New York showing for 
Loew next week. They’re being 
played on a 50-50 basis with the 
theatres, 








Petition Queers Vaude 


Failure of local merchants to sup- 
port vaudeville, after petitioning for 
its return, has resulted in the Grove, 
Freeport, L. IL, going back to 
straight pictures. House returned 
to vaude last month with split week 
shows booked by Arthur Fisher, 

Union troubles added to the the- 
atre’s difficulties and this, plus the 
lack of response for stage shows, 
forced the policy change, 


United Burlesk Wheel 
Down to Five as New 
Economies Adopted 





Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Milwaukee and Minneapolis are 
off the United Burlesque Circuit. 
Milwaukee closes and Minneapolis 
goes stock. Still operating under a 
modified rotating principals system 
are Toledo, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
Kansas City and Haymarket, Chi- 
cago. 

Business continues poor and it is 
far from certain that the five houses 
remaining will be able to continue 
with traveling shows. In the event 
of further disintegration a complete 
fold-up of the wheel, as a wheel, 
is likely. 

Meanwhile the $130 a week stage- 
hand is being dispensed with. Com- 
pany trunks go to the actor's ho- 
tel instead of to the theatre. Actors 
transfer their wardrobe to the the- 
atre by suitcase. With business 
what it has been that $130 a week 
for a traveling stagehand looked 
like the national debt to the man- 
agers. 





Tab Co. as Film House 
Stage Show Stock Unit 


Spokane, Oct. 31. 

Will Jarvis, a fixture over the 
Pan and Orpheum circuits, will 
open the Avalon theatre here with 
musical stock and pix. The Jarvis 
Revue, which played the northwest 
this summer on independent time, 
will form the basis for the resident 
group. 

A line of girls will be recruited 
and vaude acts will be booked as 
added features. Changes of pro- 
gram will be made Saturdays, in- 
cluding first-run pix, to be shown 
in addition to the stage programs. 
Top will be 25 cents. 

Jarvis has tied up with Bill Wal- 
lace for the pix-stage combination. 


N. 0. STOCK 
New Orleans, Oct. 31. 





Dauphine opens with stock bur- 
lesque November 5. 
Company has Mickey Marwood 


and Virginia Jones as leads. Comics 
are Will Ward and Harry Rose. 


Empire Wheel 


Week October 31 

Big Rev—Star, Brooklyn. 

Empire Girls—Route No. 1. 

Facts and Figures—Capitol, 
bany. 

Follies of 
Providence. 

Frivolities—Howard, Boston. 

French Frolics—State, Springfield. 

Gaieties of 19383—Worcester, Wor- 
cester. 

Girls From Dixie—L. O. 

Girls From the Follies—Gayety, 








Al- 


Pleasure — Modern, 


Washington. 

Laffin’ Thru—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia., 

Legs and Laughter — Hudson, 


Union City. 
Lid Lifters—Apollo, New York. 
Merry Whirl—Empire, Newark. 
Nite Life in Paris—Orpheum, Pat- 
erson, 
Rarin’ to Go—Palace, Baltimore. 
Step Lively Girls — Academy, 
Pittsburgh. 


F-M AFTER PCT. 


DATES FOR TABS 


—_—_———_— 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Intention of Fanchon & Marco to 
roadshow “Whoopee’ and other mu- 
sical tabs in addition to playing 
them in the F&M stands 
throughout the country, has M. D, 
(Doc) Howe On a 10 day spot book- 
ing tour of the north and middle- 
west. Tab version of the Ziegfeld 
musical, as well as a few others, 
will be played on percentage, and 
in conjunction with pictures as 
they do in the regular unit loca- 
tions. 

Howe left here by plane Wednes- 
day night (26) and expects to cover 
two or more towns daily, returning 
here the end of this week. 

Fanchon & Marco office is getting 
out a full line of paper for the at- 
traction, including one, three and 
24 sheets as well as half-sheet tack 
ecards. Paper will also be prepared 
on all F&M units that play time in 
addition to the regular F&M houses. 

Several units, including ‘Sally’ 
and ‘Irene’ and possibly ‘Follow 
Thru,’ are other road show 
possibilities, if the forthcoming 
‘Whoopee’ tour pans out satisfac- 
torily. 


regular 





PLAZA, K. C., NOT RKO 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Plaza, Kansas City, reported as 
going to the Chicago RKO booking 
office, is still with the local William 
Morris office. 

RKO has queried its Kansas City 
representative, Amy Cox, to eluci- 
date the attitude of the house 
which has been playing vaudeville 
for the past five weeks. 





Buffalo Gayety Opens 
Buffalo, Oct. 31. 
Gayety re-opened with burlesque 
Saturday (29), sponsored by Walter 
Scott of Cleveland with Ed Daley 
handling productions, 




















American Debut of the 
Continental Dancing Stars 


RKO 
PALACE, NEW YORK 


Next Week (Nov. 5) 


DOUINGET 


AYA SISTERS 


This Week (Oct. 29) 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 

















BOOKINGS WAITING 


For male dance partner with name. 
Height, excellent wardrobe essential. 
Routine set for waltz, tango, musical, 
eccentric, For highest type estab- 
iished lady dancer, 


ADDRESS: J. K. 
c/o Variety, Woods Bldg., Chicago 





























ARNE Y RAPP 


AND HIS NEW ENGLANDERS 


THIS WEEK (Oct. 29), RKO PALACE, NEW YORK 


Direction, PHIL TYRRELL 




















TROILO THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES 


SHEP WALDMAN, Associate 


NEW YORK Suite 614-615 Fitzgerald Building, 
1482 Broadway. 


Phone Longacre 5-8595 


PITTSBURGH, Suite 2006 Clark Ruilding, 
Phone Lehigh 8099 


717 Liberty Ave. 
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| _ NEW Acts | 











OZZIE NELSON and ORCH (13) 
Orchestra, Singing _ 

11 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Met, Brooklyn 


radio 


Here’s an attraction from 
that will please almost any audi- 
ence. Not quite a smash, Ozzie 


Nelson brings forth an act that will 
score. 

Nelson possesses a lot of person- 
ality and a good deal of stage pres- 
ence. He has enough showmanship, 
plus stage ability, to keep from hid- 
ing behind the mike but at the 
opening of his act warns he’s here 
in an informal manner, with noth- 
ing pretentious, etc. That spots 
his audience right for him. They 
get more than they were promised. 

It’s a sweet, melodious orchestra 
outfit Nelson carries. From CBS, 
where he made something of a 
name for himself, he lately has had 
his orchestra in night club spots 
near to town. 

Nelson sings most of the numbers 
in the act. ‘“wo doubles with his 
girl specialty entertainer are ‘It’s 


Going to Be You’ and a novelty, 
‘You’d Never Know the Old Place: 
Now.’ 


On the close with Nelson singing 
‘How I’m Doin’ with a torrid touch, 
the specialty single mingles for a 
dance finish. 

Closed show 
and over nicely. 


here Friday night 
Char. 


—— and LAWSON REVUE 
( 


Dancing and Singing 
16 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Grand Opera House, N. Y. 

Male dancer and a woman singer 
backed by a line of eight husky 
girls for line work. Girls open with 
the ‘Wooden Soldier,’ but only six. 
Nothing new. Three back for a mili- 
tary taps and then the man for an 
eccentric steps with excellent hock 
stuff. In this section he more than 
holds his own. Girls back (eight this 
time), in costumes which look as 
though they might have been 
bought from some production. 

Arm manual and other sugges- 
tions of the Roxyettes, but by no 
means badly done. Girl comes on 
for her single solo, ‘Sweet Mystery 
of Life,’ in a shrill but well han- 
dled voice, and the man on for a 
drunk dance that’s nothing at all. 
Girls back for a line, each with a 
brief solo bit, and hoopla finish. 

Some of the dancing has been well 
staged. The girls, rather heavier 
than the modern average, are good 
lookers and know which foot is 
which. Handicapped by the shabby 
looking costumes, and further by 
the fact that an effort is made to 
light the line of eight with one spot. 

Foots and borders on for the line 
numbers would be much better, for 
the special drop is a deep night- 
blue hanging that is depressing at 
best. Better lighting, new costumes 
and the elimination or improvement 
of the drunk bit would all help the 
turn. Chic. 


JOE PHILLIPS (2) 

With Bernice Marshall 
Comedy, Singing, Dancing 
12 Mins.; One 

Orpheum, N. Y. 


Joe Phillips previously did a unit, 
comprising three acts and 19 peo- 
ple. Prior to that he was around 
as ae single. Now Phillips is 
teamed up with Bernice Marshall, 
a perfect foil, and a glim-getter on 
Personality and appearance. Two- 
act is a surefire bet for any theatre, 
town or audience. 

Girl opens, Phillips crossing for 
a make bit, drawing the girl into 
conversation concerning a date he’s 
Promoting. The laughs began early 
and continue to the end of the rou* 
tine, Phillips selling the comedy 
éend and himself, plus the girl, in 
2 100% manner. In between the 
talk, Miss Marshall does a hot song 
and dance and clicks. 

Toward the end the couple work 
up a dance bit. Up here Thursday 
night, after date’s final show, Phil- 

Ps came on to collect his music 
from the pit and to gag with the 
Orchestra members. Char. 


REILLY KIDS (3) 
Mine: ° 
ins. in n 
Academy, N. Y. 


Two girls and a boy in a smooth 
@ancing specialty. None of the 
three suggests any trouble with the 
children’s society, but they look 
youthful and make a neat appear- 
ance. Smaller of the girls does the 
Robert E. Lee song for a strut, 
while the other plays the piano and 
the boy a guitar. 

Musicians take the second turn 
With a fast soft shoe step that 
shows speed all the way along. No 
Stalling and plenty of good steps. 
Other girl back and then the three 
in a challenge for a finish. 

Does not fill much time, but they 
Probably could stall three or four 
Minutes without getting below aver- 
@ge speed. Here the speed is an 
important factor in the applause. 

second here, but as good for 
the trey and on a weaker bill might 
Scrape through one wp. Chie. 


BALLET MATRAY 
Dancing 


| 
| 22 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Alhambra, Paris | 


A complete unit, working very 
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PALACE, N. Y. 


Some time before RKO joined up 
with NBC on the nationwide audi- 
tions contest that’s still in the 
works, the circuit staged an ‘op- 
portunity’ affair of similar national 


|} scope all on its own. On exhibit at 
ithe Palace this week are the re- 
sults of the strictly RKO quest. 
These winners have been gathered 
into a revue specialty written for 
them by Arthur Swanstrom and 
given the Bobby Connolly direc- 
torial touch. Considering the ma- 


much like a revue, in several sets, 
which, if compressed to 15 or 16] 
minutes te eliminate some extra 
routine, might be suitable for a cir- 
cuit presentation unit. Troupe in- 
cludes about 20 people; manager, 


three actors and about 15 girl dan- | 


cers. Getting locally about $1,000 
a week. | 
Show opens in full with a stage | 


looking like a moving train as girls | 
dance. Followed by a solo dance 
in ‘one.” Then comes arctic 
ery, with solo girl surrounded by 
weird-looking travesty white bears 
who join in her dances. Then comes 
some comedy, in which a grand 
piano on human legs turns into a 
monster chasing the player. This 
might be shortened. Follows a very 
good Russian dolls’ wedding, with 
people appearing out of little 
houses, and oilcloth costumes very 
effective. 

After another solo dance set in 
full, a big silk hat is shown on 
which two of the girls do a routine 
similar to that introduced long ago 
by the Dolly Sisters. After which 
they come front for comedy danc- 
ing. 

All girls then join again, and an- 
other diminuitive railroad is intro- 
duced, with girls making their exit 
in the cars. Show is far above local 
average, and the local Grand Opera 
ballet might use idea to advantage. 
With a little showmanship to 
quicken tempo in places by curtail- 
ments, show would probably click 
anywhere. Dancers are good, espe- 
cially Katta Sterna, Maria Solveg, 
and Karen Marie. Also thev have 
looks. Mazi. 


MONTROSE and EVERETT 
Comedy 

13 Mins in One 

Grand Opera House, N. Y. 

Two women in cross fire in which 
the straight feeds very badly, but 
the comedy end slides over indiffer- 
ent material smoothly. No violent 
effort to score, and not much ma- 
terial to get over with, but she eases 
it out in a practiced fashion that 
makes their 13 minutes not over- 
long. 

Held it up in a next to closing 
on a five-act bill, Down here they 
seemed to like the feeder, too, 
though she gets over by main force, 
shouting her lines and lacking 
smoothness of delivery. Not for the 
more important dates, but hits the 
intimate family trade. Chie. 


TIEBOR’S SEALS 
Animal Act 

10 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Ixcellent seal act, featuring many 
bits which bear enough originality 
and novelty to rate turn as a good 
opener anywhere. 

Capitain John Tiebor uses four 
animals, but two of them figure 
mostly in the routine, Outstanding is 
the rope walking bit as well as 
the one-flip balance, in each case 
the seal also balancing a ball on 
its nose. 

Additional novelty drawn from a 
seal’s attempt to talk and the Na- 
tional Anthem on a series of horns, 
one seal playing it fast and with 
technique perfectly concealed. 

Audience up here Thursday night 
gave act a spontaneous hand. Capt. 
Tiebor has act dressed with Arctic 
drops which may inspire the seals. 

Char. 


SIX DAREDEVILS 
Acrobatic 

6 Mins.; Four 

G. 0. H. N. Y. 

Circusy in appearance and show- 
manship, belonging only to smaller 
vaude houses of the present day. 
Old fashioned parade, costumes of 
dullish color and other characteris- 
tics of acrobatic turns of another 
day are there. 

Combinations, mostly for endur- 
ance tests, and tumbling figure in 
the routine, all along conventional 


| didn’t 


scen- | 


terial he had to work with, Con- 


| nolly has turned out a commendably 


smart job. 


That the thing will have 
marked magnet value at the Palace 
looks very doubtful. At least the 
turnstile reaction the opening day | 
hold out any indications of | 
strength, Those that came seemed 
to enjoy it immensely, but the payee 
representation started off unusually 
| weak and stayed that way through 
the afternoon and early evening, 
but picked up substantially toward 
the approach of the second night 
performance. But what Broadway 
may not go for at the boxoffice may 
turn out a first class bet for the 
hinterland spots, particularly those 
represented among the trophy con- 
tingent. As the presentation now 
stands it impresses as an expensive 
proposition to travel, but with the 
right kind of ballyhoo, such as. di- 
recting various stars at the local 
pride in respective stands, there's 
no reason why it shouldn’t be able 
to pay its way around. 

Only other act booked in here 
with the amateur extravaganza, 
which, incidentally, has been en- 
dowed with the title of ‘Stars of 
Tomorrow,’ is the Barney Rapp 
band from across the Connecticut 
borders. In comparison with the 
line of stuff that had preceded, the 
Rapp aggregation stood out like all- 
around smash entertainment. It 
was happily fitted into the proceed- 
ings. Just as the revue started 
foundering and reaching that sad 
point of diminishing interest, the 
Rapp entourage rolled into action, 
unlimbering an assortment of or- 
chestral, vocal and terpsy novelties 
that soon recalled to mind that this 
was the Palace and that vaudeville 
still didn’t have to look to oppor- 
tunity contests to keep it alive. 
Carrying the film burden for the 
week is ‘The Big Broadcast’ (Par). 

Not all the ‘opportunity’ winners 
are spotted into the revue for spe- 
cialties, though they’re given a 
chance to be seen in a couple of the 
full stage incidents. One is a scene 
picturing in song and action the ar- 
rival of the trophy boys and girl 
at the Grand Central Terminal for 
their Broadway debut and the other 
a roof garden setting where they’re 
spread around the tables. RKO, 
however, has plans for those whose 
talents still remain bottled up as 
far as the vaude fans are concerned. 
Six of these are to be picked by 
Martin Beck as office acts and 
routed out in flash productions built 
around them. 

To keep the revue moving along 
sprucely and at the same time to 
keep the customers in good humor, 
they brought in Bert Walton. It 
was no easy assignment for this 
seasoned performer, but the results 
on the opening show spoke loud, 
funny and favorably for him. 

Standout comer of the entire win- 
ner contigent is Arthur Matthews, 
a lad with a wan, dead pan, but 
with pair of baritone pipes that 
pack everything to make a loud- 
speaker like it. Others in the troupe 
that made something of an impres- 
sion at the initial performance 
were Ozzie Swanstrom, of Brooklyn, 
who tore off a snappy piece of 
rope tap dancing; the Beverly Sis- 
ters, who can handle a three-way 
harmony bar with some deftness; 
Jean Hurley, of Minneapolis, a gal 
of Kate Smith proportions, who 
heaves a fast blues ditty, and Edith 
Helena, of an older generation, who 
was slipped into the act anyway 
and displayed a mezzo soprano that 
brought them up on the edges of 
their chairs asking for more, 

Also a part of the revue there’s 
a well drilled line of versatile tal- 
ents and each girl a looker in her 
own right. Costuming is tastefully 
and strikingly carried out in every 
one of the numbers. 

Coming back to the more solid 
entertainment of the bill, the Rapp 


| 
any | 
i 





man a preacher). A mixed double 
in a rhythm routine and a single 
male hoofer in a tap stand out. 
For the G. O. H. flash is much 
beiter lit than most. Char. 





McCANN SISTERS (3) 
Harmonists 

5 Mins., in One 

Grand Opera House, N. Y. 


Three girls, with their own pian- 





lines. 

Only thing original is an an- 
nouncement done in Greek dialect 
for a laff. Char, 
‘MASQUE RADERS’ (7) 
Flash 
21 Mins.; Full (Special) 

a & By. M.. ¥. 

Song and dance fliash, leaning | 
mostly to leggery, that possesses | 
enough entertainment value and} 


production to merit booking in the | 
better class neighborhoods. Has |} 
good speed and is routined with an | 
eye to climatic effect. 

Major portion of act is laid in a 
penthouse setting, a special colle- | 
giate drop in one splitting that andj} 
the finale background of a pent- | 
house exterior with rail and all. 

A sister team doubles for piano- | 
ing and_ singing, while another | 
dancer at first plays the accordion. | 
Daneing includes singles, doubles, 





quartets and in one number, Coad | 
around an idea, five people (odd 


ist who follow a familiar idea with- | 
out getting much voice blending | 
into the turn. But they put the 


stuff out with animation and got | 


| foreigners who have latel 


| unit build up its biggest applause 


reward with the novel twist it gave 


the ‘Lord, You Made the Night Too 
Long’ number. Whiskey bottle 
tintinnabulation also registered 
from all directions. Of the femme 
representation in the act, Babe 
Miller showed the effects of mike 
training and landed solidly with two 
blues laments. Kay Picture cut 
some nifty tap eapers and Jane 
Allen rounded out the troupe’s im- 
pression with a series of fast 
pirouettes, Enterprising little 
showman this Barney Rapp, show- 


ing heaps of advance and improve- 
ment every time he appears on 
| Broadway with his menage. Odec. 


LONDON PAVILION 


London, Oct. 22. 


Three orchestras on one bill, even | 


ii two are permanents at the house, 
is just a little too much for one 
sitting. House orchestras are Harry 
Roy and His RKOlians, who func- 
tion for the cabaret end of the show 
besides offering specialties, 
Frederick Conquer and _ orchestra 
doing honors for the vaudeville end 
of the bill. 

Geraldo and his Gaucho Tango 
orchestra are here by permission of 


the Savoy hotel. This is a nifty 
aggregation of nice appearanced 


come to 
the fore with the vogue for soft 
music, which they play exceptionally 
well. 

Following the Sherman Fisher 
Pavilion Girls are Victoria Sisters, 
Amazonian pair, who sing and 
dance. 
could have put over just as good 
a routine, with the advantage of 
looking better. 

Two Frindts, dressed as Swedish 
sailors, have a good acrobatic act, 
with plenty of good comedy, Com- 
edy should be good, as it is mostly 
lifts from Mandells, Roth and Shay 
and Miller and Wilson. 

Chris Charlton runs through his 
various legerdemain stuff, familiar 
to America. 

Betty Warren is a very clever 
mimic, second only to Florence Des- 
mond, but as a character delineator 
she is not so good. Her impres- 
sicns of Fyffe, Lily Morris and Nel- 
lie Wallace are almost lifelike. 

Johnson Clark in_ ventriloquial 
skit all about football is mildly in- 
teresting, with an occasional laugh. 
Skit is weak, and plenty of lip 
movement is discernible. 

Aussie and Czech, newcomers to 
England, do whip manipulations and 
axe throwing. Nothing original in 
this act that has not been seen be- 
fore. Spanish getun makes them 
look like Spanish dancers. 

Cabaret section has Starr and 
Jenkins, two men dancers, recently 
at Holborn Empire, who do even 
better here, with the cabaret back- 
ground a natural for them, 

Vadim trio are a lift of an Amer- 
ican act. They do the entire routine 
of Lowe, Berinoff and Wensley, 
right down to the music and every 
fall. Act has been rehearsing for 
weeks and has made a good job 
of it. 

Scovell and Weldon, two singers, 
one at the piano, specialize in popu- 
lars. Their concluding number is a 
mediey of pop melodies, with the 
bluest lyrics ever, 

Bill looks like well within the 
$4,000 mark, with Pavilion’s grosses 
averaging around $10,000 in the last 
month and this program looks like 
maintaining average. 


DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 27. 

With four sock acts, current 
vaude show, with judicious spotting 
of acts ought to click handily. Three 
of the seven acts fail to convince 
when grouped as now with 
remainder of the bill, but they have 
sufficient valye of their own. 

Charles Irwin is held over as m.c., 
and is again in the next-to-close 
spot for his single, which this week 
is pure chatter. 

Four Accordion Demons, opening, 
play well but reveal nothing excit- 
ing. They work rather mechan- 
ically, with a little too mechanical 
unison in their measured steps. 
Three Capitol B's, two boys and 
a girl, all clever hoofers, seem to 
lack experience, although having 
several good routines. Girl is a 
comedienne and dances cleverly. 
Bucket dance by one of the boys is 
a wow. 

Ruffo and Ina, 
have the trey spot. 
soprano, and the man, a baritone, 
accompanies with guitar. Numbers 
are just so-so, although couple work 
hard to please. Applause follows 
with toshier putting his 
through his paces. Animal has 
been trained to hold a rigid posi- 
tion in excellent poses. 


in Spanish attire, 
Girl is a high 





re land a 
lwind up with a 


Travers and Gray are two clever 
boys who dance a bit, do acrobatics 
little of everything. They 
burlesque adagio 


Any of the Sherman Fishers | 


i 


| 


: Alhambra 
and | 


| 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


99 
ae 


Paris, Oct. 


The big nabe has reopened with 
a straight vaude bill, giving up 
vaude-film policy due to scarcity 
of available feature films. It is 
locally managed by Albert Wa 
Adams, who is assisted by J. 
Brooke, but it is under London 
control by the Ostrer, Woolf, Black 
syndicate, House is giving daily 
matinees which are bound to be 
somewhat thin in a nabe; but, 
despite the terrific opposition of 
Chevalier in the Empire, Joe Ter- 


mini and a very good surrounding 
bill pack the house at night, with 
the American comedian a _ local 
knockout, 

Contrary to local habits, house 
retains for matinees the pit or- 
chestra of 25 at full strength, con- 


ducted by Lucien Goldy, and good. 


Current bill includes’ Rodella 
Ruis & Artix, cyclists, coming im- 
mediately after the line of the 12 
girls — English — (under 


Sherman-Fisher's management). 


|Girls have looks and dance skill. 
Then comes Charles Fallot, local 
entertainer, followed by Drean, 


| 


| 





the | cal 





collie 
|risley gymnastics 


| 


| 
| 


| his so-so pipe Ss 


that mops. ‘win’s speci: r is : 
lover surprisingly well at the G.O.H. Pll wart wel = "ah grief pt 
where piano drapers are not S0|/, travesty dramatic recitation 
forte. ; | based on the evils of prohibition. 
These girls keep down by the/The mob out front must have been 
foots, smile broadly at the audience | anti hecause Irwin seored solidly. 
and sell themselves for more than Closing has Florence Mayo put- 
the act really should bring. Once |ting Pansy, the ‘horse,’ through a | 
they break into a decorous dance, |lot of comedy gyrations. Horse is 
but mostly they just stand around |a phony, and everybody knows it. 
and sing. Chief lack seems to bé€/ but the act drew howls. 
a deep voice. Opened here, but | Heavy b.o. take at opening show 
probably could go up one notch Onj with draw credit going to ‘Cabin in 
the lesser time. Not much better.|/the Cotton’ (WRB). Univ. News 
Chic. imade up balance of program. 


French comedian, who also does 
film sketches, giving a short sketch 
by Vincent Telly, which he also 
doubles in the current ‘Figaro 
Cocktail’ revue. He is supported by 
Argentin and a couple of stoogies. 
Sketch is slow and cheap. Rolf 
Hansen, next, a conjurer, and Fran- 
conay, local diseuse, gives good 
imitation of well known stage char- 
acters, but unfortunately ends on 
a bad one of Chevalier. Dixon & 
Pal are the man and trained seal 
team, get laughs. 

Second stanza, main part of the 
show, opens with Alf Loyal’s trained 
dogs. Then Joe Termini, whose 
subtle comedy goes big, and whose 
local difficulty is having some- 
times to halt his comedy to give 
laughs time. Next item is the ballet 
Matray, a German production unit, 
booked intact. It works in its own 
sets, and is somewhat on Russian 
ballet lines, and lasts over 20 min- 
utes. It might be worth using on 
a presentation circuit. Ray Ven- 
tura jazz band of 25 is rather too 
long, with some repeats and some 


new and very good comedy, includ-s . 


ing musical imitations of newsreel 
clips with boys acting, including 
the unveiling of a monument by a 
cabinet minister and a South Sea 


shot—both excellent. Transparent 
white celluloid megaphones are a 
novelty, 


Show closes on the Eight Frilli— 
seven men and one femme doing 
very good jumps. The Alhambra 
line of girls make several appear- 
ances at suitable spots. Mazi. 


STATE, N. Y. 


They’ve piled a battalion of men 
into the current week’s stage show, 
but played shy with the twists and 
twirls, and the femme scarcity, in 
comparison, makes itself noticeable. 
There’s one each in four of the six 
acts, but two of these aren’t around 
long enough to make a marked op- 
tical impression. And regardless of 
the standout quality of a bill, the 
average vaude fan still likes to have 
his entertainment flavored with a 
goodly sprinkling of pretty faces 
and the points and curves it takes. 

Outside of the predominantly stag 
aspect of the collection, it’s one of 
those diligently and decisively well 
balanced bills that can’t fail to sat- 
isfy. Counteracting the morbid- 
ness of the ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) 
theme, on the screen, is a raft of 
comedy. There’s Jimmy Savo, deft- 
est of the pantomimists; Joe 
Laurie, Jr., with a line of chatter 
always refreshingly funny, and the 
Charlie Ahearn contingent of musi- 
clowns whose limitless kit of 
grotesqueries can be depended upon 
to uncork consistent laugh salvos. 
Hefty slice of giggle is also to be 
derived from the Lucky Boys’ acro- 
batic roughhouse up at the start of 
the bill. 

With the exception of the two- 
some in the deuce spot, Sammy 
Fain and Laura Lee, whose act con- 
stitutes more of a personal appear- 
ance flavor than anything else, the 
gathering is strictly of the old 
standby vaude genre and judging 
from the reception it got on the 
final runoff of the opening day in- 
veigling them to the boxoffice will 
be no great problem. Friday eve- 
ning had them spread over the 
main floor to capacity and near that 
in the upper reaches. 

Tagged for the opening assign- 
ment, the Lucky Boys let them 
know immediately that the stage 
entertainment has started. They do 
mixed with a 
touch of the rah-rahs and heavy 
applications of the slapstick. Lots 
of cap-firing and introduction of 
comedy props but withal a neatly 
routined and effective series of ris- 
ley bits. They feature a feet to 
feet somersault. Fared big on the 
sendoff. 

Took them a little time to warm 
up to Laura Lee, but they were 
Sammy Fain’s unanimously once he 
started recalling via the keys and 
a string of the song 
has authored. And Fain has 
to his credit. Pair go about 
of introducing them- 
awkwardly, due mostly to 
the poor phrasing of their opening 
Could have been done 


(Continued on page 33) 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 
New York, Oct. 29. 
Lew Leslie’s ‘Dixie to Broadway,’ 
with three acts billed above the title, 
is disappointingly slow for an all- 


colored entertainment of the class 
type. With such names as Ethel 
Waters, Adelaide Hall and the Mills 
Bros. present, music and lyrics 
credited to Dorothy Fields and 
Jimmy McHugh and the Leslie label 
on a colored show, much more will 
be expected. 

Fields-McHugh wrote the mate- 


rial and Leslie was the producer, 
but the material is merely revived 
without being rewritten, while Les- 


lie as a producer simply rehashed. 
The show runs an hour and doesn't 
get started until 30 minutes have 
passed, After that there are points 
of interest, but the entertairment 
continues sluggish as a whole right 
up to and including a finish that 
looks like a burlesque finale with 
everybody on and doing nothing. 
Miss Waters, Mills Bros. and the 
Berry Bros. provide the few real 
moments, but they're present too 
briefly. More of them and less of 


the rest would have brought better 
results. Otherwise the show com- 
prises routine chorus displays, the 
inevitable poker game by practically 
anonymous comedians whose lines 
and pantomime were lost in this 
theatre, and a few production num- 
bers that, with one exception, miss 
fire. Exception is the singing of 
‘St. Louis Plues’ as a spiritual by 
the mixed chorus of 15 voices led 
by Miss Waters. The arrangement 
and Miss Waters’ leading place it 
far in front of the balance of the 
show in entertainment value. It 
follows a single number out in ‘one’ 
by the songstress and took her off 
much too soon for this audience. 


Cast is pretty large, including, be- 
sides the mentioned principals and 
singing chorus, a 24-girl line, Va- 
laida, Snakehips Tucker and the 
Pike Davis orchestra which re- 
places the house crew in the pit. 
Others billed, but not individually 
distinguishable are Blue McAllister, 
Tim Moore, Eddie Rector and Man- 
tan Moreland. 


pl Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love,’ ‘I Must Have That Man’ and 
‘Diga Diga Doo’ are the revived 
numbers, ‘Love’ being reprised half 
a dozen times until it becomes a 
bore. Even the Mills boys go to 
work on it. 


Costumes and scenery are of the 
picture house grade. Appearance is 
the only attribute maintained all the 
way by the troupe. Doctoring is 
needed in all other departments. 


Stage show’s length eliminates all 
trimmings but the newsreel this 
week. Without atoning for the ab- 
sence of the usual and attractive 
organ and orchestral numbers, it 
throws the entertainment burden on 
the picture, ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par). Bige. 





Pantages, Hollywood 


Hollywood, Oct. 27. 


‘Spotlights’ is long on full stage 
flash and short on ‘spotlight’ ma- 
terial, and rates as just another 
F&M unit with littl to commend 
it as outstanding. After several 
years’ absence from Coast picture 
houses, Charlie Melson is back as 
the feature of the show. but does 
not reveal much that is new. 


Ensemble is on view three times, 
each appearance being a sock num- 
ber. Larry Cebellos staged. First 
appearance is at opening, a sort of 
tableau unfolding into a milkmaid 
number, with the climax coming 
when the inverted pails become il- 
luminated jack-o-lanterns. Similar 
lanterns appear against the black 
background, giving an _ effective 
opening flash. 


The Bredwins, three outstand- 
ing acrobatic tumblers, are intro- 
duced by Melson, and lose no time 
getting into action. One of the 
trio is a broad comic, and the boys 
start with a bang. Melson and 
Irminette (Mrs. Melson) follow in a 
light sketch that has the m.c. as 
a broom salesman, warbling his 
wares and introducing girls in 
grotesque brush get-up as sales 
arguments, 

Wynne Lane, torch singer, 
handles her assignment oke, but 
seems out of place in this particular 
unit. She is aided by the band boys 
in her ‘Minnie’ number, 

Second flash by the line girls is 
a toe ballet with the girls in exotic 
garb working on the glass stage. 
Solo bits are overdone. Irminette 
then on for her violin specialty 
with which she mopped, especially 
her back bend to the floor while 
playing. Melson’s old film test gag 
next flashed, the big laugh coming 
when the m.c. razzes himself on 
the screen. The idea which he has 
been doing for three years drew 
laughs from the Pan _ spectators. 
Melson back in one for a bit of 
song while stage was prepared for 
the finale. 

Closing spectacle has Irminette 
perched atop a pedestal playing 
against a  semi-futuristic back- 
ground, with girls, garbed in silver 
spangle outfits, dancing. Lighting 
is particularly effective, and if ac- 
tion is slightly condensed it will 
provide a capital unit finish. 

‘Rackety-Rax’ (Fox) and News- 
reel on screen. Business opening 
afternoon away off. 


| 
'ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
Chicago, Oct. 28. 
Built for the sultan Paulasho 
during the hotcha dynasty, the Ori- 
ental today, like Pharaoh's pyramid, 


is a still-impressive memorial tablet 
to forgotten splendors. But where 
there were once armies of faithful 
slaves now there are merely hand- 
fuls of not-too-engrossed tourists. 
While the Oriental fulfills its 
destiny as a museum, and about as 
crowded, Beenandkay concentrates 
its best worriers (not warriors) 


upon the Chicago theatre, in a de- 
termined drive to beat off depres- 
sion in that direction. Cream of 
the acts and pictures, most exalted 








samples of the production depart- 
ment’s research, the orchestral nov- 
elties, go to the Chicago. It’s the 
biggest worry on the B&K circuit 
and has the right-of-way. Some of 
the highest-priced worrying in the 
country is devoted to the Chicago. 

But the Oriental is Beeandkay's 
oldest worry. It’s a traditional, es- 
tablished,.time-marked worry. The 
Oriental ushers looked startled and 
frightened if the side sections start 
to fillup. The solitude on many an 
afternoon is like Republican head- 
quarters in Alabama. 

This week, for_example, there is 
‘Hot Saturday’ (Par) with Cary 
Grant, Nancy Carroll, Lillian Bond, 
and Randolph Scott, billed in that 
order. With this goes a Fanchon 
& Marco unit, called ‘Star Gaz- 
ing’ in reference to one of the ballet 
numbers wherein the girls imper- 
sonate astral bodies. Muriel Gard- 
ney, ballerina, and the Athenas, 
four-fifths nude acrobats, are all 
that’s in the Fanchon and Marco 
part beside the Collenette ballet. 
B&K added Clifford and Marion, 
Doris Robins, and Dick and Edith 
Barstow. 

Played as vaudeville broken up by 
occasional ballets it’s a nice enough 
stage show. It pleased the tourists. 


Commencing, the Barstows scored 
tremendously. Tap dancing on 
stairs while perched upon, and 


never relaxing from their toes is 
the Barstows contribution to the 
adage that with patience and will 
anything is possible. The young 
pair are champions in their field. 
Doris Robbins has sung for the 
Blackhawk cafe and _ elsewhere 
hereabouts, She is an attractive 
personality and reveals considerable 
versatility as a songstress. Moored 
to a portable microphone she suf- 
fered as such rigidity of posture in- 
variably must make any artist suf- 
fer. Which is to say there was just 
a faint suggestion of left-handed- 
ness in the matter of poise, not a 
deficiency in aplomb on her part 
but a result of the mechanics of 
55 thing. Oriental fancied her a 
ot. 

Clifford and Marion were diverted 
from the Chicago where they were 
originally penciled in. Standard 
goof comedienne did well as usual. 
Miss Gardner was liked in her acro- 
batic toe specialties, but following 
the super-dandy Barstows was 
against her. Athenas in slow move- 
ment hand balancing intended to 
illustrate the free-flowing rhythm 
of undraped torsoes were effective. 
So, too, was the interesting robot 
ballet of which they were an inter- 
polated part. Girls are entirely en- 
cased in what looks like polished 
metal from head to foot. This is 
an arresting novelty. 

Oriental has had a new musical 
conductor for the past fortnight. He 
is Lou Breese. In an unavoidable 
pun he blew in from Minneapolis 
where he worked for Publix. He 
is unlike the typical picture house 
maestro. Younger and slimmer yet 
no exponent of collapsible dignity, 
he sticks to bona fide musicianship. 
No jazz personality, no tap dancer, 
no toothy grinner, Breese was in 
cutaway with all the decorum 
thereby implied. A medley of 
operatic selections culminated when 
the brass section stood up and 
blasted some _§ stirring passages 
while Breese on his own trumpet 
led the way. 

The Oriental is advertising next 
week’s tab version of ‘Follow Thrw’ 
as a $4.40 production from legit. 
This represents a cut from $6.60 
which up to now has been the char- 
acteristic claim for all tabloid mu- 
sicals, 

Roosevelt a 





Hoover got silence, 
big endorsement in 
here. At the Chicago it’s apt to be 
the reverse. Which may prove 
something about newsreels, politics, 
or the different clientele, Land. 


UNITED ARTISTS, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 27. 


A kinky-pated colored lad named 
Wilton Crawley tied this week’s 
show into knots with his Louiearm- 
stronging on the clarinet, done si- 
multaneously with an _ acrobatic 
routine that would still be big if 
the hot piping didn’t accompany. 

Crawley hopped into Fanchon & 
Marco’s ‘Hello Paree’ this week, 
along with Bellett and Lamb, tall 
man and short girl comedy team 
that socks across on the strength 
of the man’s panto comedy. 

Plenty of production in this unit, 
which played the Chinese here some 
time ago as the ‘Mata Hari’ prolog. 
Girls still do their can-can, military 
number and fan drill, all going over 
well. 

Glaring fault was the use of two 
spots and dim stage in double num- 


the newsreel 








bers, and as there are three teams 
in this unit,-effect was minimized. 
Lafayette and La Verne, Apache 
duo, were overdrawn in their play 
on brutality and caught some un- 
wanted laughs for that reason. 
Lubo and Rice, neat young dance 
team, score with their work in front 
of the line. 

Lynn Cowan, featured, is the sole 
vocalizer and his effect adds to the 
weight of the proceedings. 


Business off from last week's 
opening day. Feature is ‘Rackety 
Rax’ (Fox). Henry Murtagh, in 


his second week, is building, if the 
volume of voices that join in with 
the slides is any indication. 


ROXY 


New York, Oct. 28. 


Roxy stage shows are getting 
more and more to represent a cer- 
tain pattern, apparently the result 
of a situation that requires much 
display for a limited expenditure. 
Pattern now consists of the Roxy- 
ettes and a certain flash back- 
ground, with a specialty or two to 
give the whole proceedings the as- 
pect of a specialty entertainment. 

Advertisements are framed to give 
billing to one name, centering the 
appeal, and the idea recommends it- 
self. Sometimes it is not a heavy 
box office name, but the very dar- 
ing of the billing carries a good deal 
of weight. For the current layout 
the name emphasied is that of Toto 
the clown. 

Frank Cambria has done exceed- 
ingly well with the materials at 
hand. Three part presentation is 
labeled ‘Blue Moon,’ carried out with 
a trio of settings dealing with Luna 





lowe’en Moon,’ and ‘Harvest Moon,’ 
pictorial flash, ensemble novelties 
and the few specialties being spot- 
ted skillfully to make the biggest 
show possible on the outlay. 

A Strauss overture based on ‘The 
Blue Danube’ makes a nice at- 
mospheric opening, this program 
number being fortified by the new 
arrangement ‘of having the choir 
grouped in double lines to the rear 
of the orchestra elevator and com- 
ing in on the symphonic interlude. 
Feature is neatly paraded, and at 
this performance arrangement was 
jockeyed for the singers to take a 
bow for themselves. 

Drop flies revealing a gigantic 
crescent moon against a dim back- 
ground with a scrim down in front 
and solo dancer in floating draperies 
of pink doing a sprite-like toe num- 
ber. Number is set on an elevated 
platform occupying the entire stage, 
reason being probably to get the 
display above the heads of the or- 
chestra which is used for the num- 
ber with the pit elevator at half- 
height. F 

Dance bit apparently is designed 
to break the jump from overture to 
news reel, which is cut rather short 
this week, the feature ‘Once in a 
Lifetime’ (U) running exactly an 
hour and a half. Main-presentation 
then runs through, taking around 35 
minutes. 

‘June Moon’ has a capital flash 
setting, crescent moon again in 
background, with. girl posed in its 
curve and stage hung as a wisteria 
garden in triple arched trellises un- 
der which the Roxyettes do two 
neat routines, one of them strik- 
ingly dressed in orange and black. 

Center is a shell-like sounding 
board, used first for the specialty 
of Andre Renaud who plays two 
pianos set at an angle so that one 
keyboard is in reach of his left hand 
and the other of his right. Doesn’t 
make much of a flash on the huge 
Roxy stage, but the dignified musi- 
cal character of the number fits int” 
the Roxy scheme. 

Between scenes stage is blacked 
out in a shallow arrangement, while 
the Roxyettes do a skeleton dance, 
girls all being in deep black with 
the skeleton outlined in phosphorus 
which shines vividly against the 
dark background. A strking effect 
when done in Roxyette precision 
with arm drills and eccentric move- 
ments and all for a preliminary 
build-up to the Hallowe’en idea 
which follows. 

Back to the wistaria setting, which 
flies slowly to reveal orange and 
black decorations, the while the 





shell for the piano act turns slowly 
around to become a gigantic pump- 
kin, completing the change. Neat 
dance bits by the dancers, with 
songs by Betty Froos, Charles 
Barnes, and the choir, all in the 
spirit of a hallowe’en party. 

Toto is used for three bits. Opens 
with pantomimic clowning of his 
special brand out in ‘one,’ this in- 
volving a burlesque sharp shooting 
gag. Later he works into one of 
the Roxyette numbers and finally 
does his long shoe acrobatics. A 
sure performer, Toto, and his many 
years do not seem to have slowed 
him up, as testified by his ability to 
do violent knockabout and still man 
age a perfect split in his travesty 
ballet routine. They liked him vast- 
ly here and his specialty did a great 


which was otherwise pretty stereo- 
typed, 

‘Harvest Moon’ chapter is a song 
finale, neatly worked up on musical 
volume and a world of dance action 
from the staff girls worked in hu- 
morous combinations, one of the 
best being a scarecrow arrangement 
with Toto doing a solo here with 








remarkable contortion. Rush, 


in various phases, ‘June Moon,’ ‘Hal- | 


deal to build the entertainment ‘ 








NEWSREELS | 








EMBASSY 


Embassy seems to be trying to 
get its audiences to register one 
way or the other for New York’s 


mayoral candidates. It has inter- 
views with Pound and O’Brien but 
neither gets a _ ripple. Hillquit 
could just as well be included, but 
this theatre is staying away from 
all radical flavor during the political 
open season. 


Incidentally, there seems to be 
more than just the ordinary news 
value in the plugs which the Em- 
bassy is giving French wine. Every 
week there is something about vint- 
age. 


Embassy has the finest camera 
work of the football period in its 
coverage of the Princeton-Navy 
and Yale-Army games. Plays are 
trailed with such lense precision 
that the audience can follow sev- 
eral of the lead plays in both games 
from the center of the field to the 
goal posts. 

Hisses for Hoover's Detroit 
speech were partly lost in applause. 
Roosevelt, however, unquestionably 
got the reception, with later punctu- 
ations of applause for his Virginia 
talk. Strangely for the Embassy, 
which has always been especially 
fond of Al Smith, reception for him 
at one of the Sat. mats., was cool. 
Arthur Barry, jewel thief, was 
caught by all of the reels. Between 
police officials he said, without any 
apparent facetiousness, although 
some in the audiences guffawed, 
that if he had his life to repeat it 
would go hard with anyone who 
tried to swerve him from the right- 
eous lane, 

H. Van Loon’s camera act with 
his dog didn’t get the appreciation 
it merited because the author's tone 
was too low for the mike and his 
diction was poor. 

Square riggers are always wel- 
comed on newsreel screens and the 
one leaving Boston for Africa was 
worth chartering a small boat to 
catch under sail. 

Embassy this week, in celebrating 
its third anniversary, says for itself 
that it is ‘no longer a novelty but 
an institution.’ 

Other clips: Soviet girl athletes; 





TRANSLUX 


Operating way over on Lexington 
avenue, the Luxer slips over four 
scoops this week on the Broadway 
opposition. The feature of the pro- 
gram, however, is the manner in 
which it edits clips on politics. The 
ones on Hoover and Roosevelt, espe- 
cially, are so handled as to give the 
impression the two candidates are 
conducting a screen debate. Nor- 
man Thomas has a look in, as does 
George Medalie. Both houses, natu. 
rally, covered Smith's Newark talk, 

First pictures of Samuel Insull 
in Greece are shown under the 
Pathe trademark. Universal goes 
one better than the Embassy by get- 
ting, in addition to the Belfast riot- 
ing, views of the unemployed army 
nearing London. Pathe adds two 
more to its exclusive list by record. 
ing the confession of Harry Mills, 
maker of counterfeit money, and 
views of the first blimp to tow four 


gliders. 
U provides laughs through Me- 
Namee’s cracks about firemen 


spraying the White House during 
its annual external cleaning. 

Both theatres are rushing the 
Xmas spirit, Paramount and Fox pre- 
viewing toys with ‘Fats’ McManus 
going back to his first camera role 
of Santa Claus. 

Paramount captures some excep- 
tional views of a trio of army planes 
stunting over Kelly Field. 

Other Luxer clips include sheep 
coming down the mountains; inter- 
national fair at Vienna; a new U.S, 
cruiser; Helene Madison; swimmer, 





in the Agua Caliente pool; Paris 
hats; Italy’s tank corp; Chicago 
push ball contest. Waly. 

William Gibbs McAdoo; German 
girls floor skiing; Long Island 
steeplechase; Mussolini; Hitler; 


Broadway aerial publicity stunt; Al 
Smith and Mrs. Chas. Sabin’s wet 
dinner; French children at field 
mass; horse dance in Vienna; Yel- 
lowstone National Park’s first heavy 
snow of the season; kid fashions. 
Waly. 





FOX, BROOKLYN 


Armida heads the ‘Malibu Beach’ 
Idea at the Fox this week, but is 
not showing much b.o. draw. Rather 
light for a headliner in name. Fan- 
chon & Marco have spotted her as 
the only woman act on the roster 
and have built a comedy show 
around her, but still it does not 
rate as one of thg toppers of the 
F-M offerings. 

Opens with Bernie and Walker 
doing a bit in a police radio car, 
which is a novelty, but which does 
not get the show off to a whoop. 
Followed by a dozen line girls in 
scant black silk jersey bathing suits, 
all good lookers. This is followed 
by a return of the comics for some 
gag dialog with Armida, who is 
hard put to make her voice fill this 
large auditorium in spite of the 
amplification, 

Tom, Dick and Harry for the 
usual nut acrobatics and dancing, 
but working along more original 
lines than most acts of this type 
with some strong dancing to hold 
the turn up. Also they do not wear 
sailor suits, which is a real help. 
They got the first real laugh out 
of the crowd. 

Line does its second number with 
a slow motion boxing match for 
the novelty. Not new in teams, but 
something different for a line with 
six sets of girls working the same 
idea. Naturally it has not the fin- 
ish of the specialists, but it pleased, 
and the girls collected applause. 
Armida next for the first half of 
her specialty in which she sings 
and comes down the side stair way 
to present cigarettes to the men 
in the front row. There is just a 
hint of Spanish fire in her work, 
and she wears in this and her oth- 
er appearances voluminous ruffled 
skirts which hamper her movements. 
She should wear at least one short 
skirt. Off to scarcely a hand and 
replaced by an _ unbilled ladder 
equilibrist who fills out his time 
balancing a tissue cone on his nose. 
Gets more out of this than the 
ladder. The ladder routine is brief, 
but out of the ordinary. 

Line gets back again for a romp 
in long skirts with snake-hip trim- 
mings. Effectively done, and liked. 
Henri Therien does a double song 
number, the encore being ‘Angela 
Mio,’ theme song of ‘Street Angel’ 
which he sang for the film. He had 
the audience a bit confused, for 
his selections are straight and his 
costuming a comedy effect. All right 
where he is well known, but else- 
where they feel he is cheating, since 
he contributes no comedy. With 
that good voice, he should dress to 
match it. 

Busy line girls break a record by 
coming back for a fourth number, 
though brief. Semi-Spanish, with 
bare torsos. Serve as an introduc- 
tion for Armida in her dances, but 
the dances are not much warmer 
than the singing, and her final 
score is low. Show runs 31 mins. 





Production has been nicely made 





with one of the best back drops 
F-M has sent out, a view of the 
beach, Overcolored, but very effec- 
tive. 

Film is ‘Six Hours to Live’ (Fox), 
with Sam Jack Kauffman in one of 
his off weeks with the orch. Bob 
Hamilton and Rosa Rio billed for 
the double consoles, but only Ham- 
ilton at the supper show, with & 
film telling all about the organs 





PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 27. 

Stage show is an eye flash when 
the curtain goes up but from then 
on it’s a basket of eggs. Setting 
is a minstrel circle with the line 
girls, principals, band and singing 
chorus of 20 seated on the tiers. 
After the singing and tap opening, 
individual acts drag through 30 
minutes of punchless entertain- 
ment. Only exception is Dorothy 
Crooker, control dancer with a hot 
routine of high kicks. Girl is a pip 
for looks and long on ability. She 
should be in the east. 

Eddie Stanley m.c.’s the show but 
is handicapped by lack of anyone to 
feed him. Lorraine and Digby, 
comedy adagio team, and Jenner 
and Joyce, tappers, amuse with rou- 
tines that are familiar. The Blen- 
deliers, male quartette, sing one 
number to fair returns. Florence 
Robertson fared fairly well with 
her hard shoe dance. Earle LaVere, 
accordion player, squeezed two 
choruses out of his groan box and 
worked several gags with Stanley. 
Both worked hard but suffered from 
lack of material. 

Jane Jones, the coast’s Sophie 
Tucker in voice and figure warbled 
‘Some of These Days’ for the finale. 
Well known here for her cabaret 
work she landed neatly, filling the 
big house with her voice. 

‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par) 
the feature with the house consid- 
erable less than half filled for the 
8 p. m. performance opening day 
(Thurs.). Par Sound news and 
Screen Souvenirs filled the screen 
end of the entertainment. 

Georgie Stoll’s band, in the pit 
for the overture, made a good job 
of a medley of currently popular 
numbers. Call, 


MASTBAUM 


Philadelphia, Oct. 29. 

Norma Talmadge and George Jes- 
sel comprise the featured names this 
week, Afternoon attendance was 
fairly good, but indicated a letdown 
from the topnotch figures of the 
previous week in spite of the draw 
of a Marlene Dietrich film (Par’s 
‘Blonde Venus’). Rumors of the 
Jessel-Talmadge romance haven't 
meant a thing in Philly, and Miss 
Talmadge has been absent from the 


(Continued on page 33) 
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STATE, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 31) 


with considerably more modesty 
and thereby avoid the air of audi- 
ence resistence it immediately sets 
up. Blonde, who has done a couple 
of pictures, has the looks and the 
contours, but the singing voice 
doesn’t register so well. On the 
other hand she packs a keen knack 
for comedy and when she took to 
the taps at the finish she had them 


coming. 
Jimmy Savo had the next spot 
all to himself and they were his 


from the very entry. Much of the 
stuff he pulled had a bluish tinge, 
put here is one comic that can get 
jt over without offense. His mug- 
ging and clowning, and the song 
interpretations especially, brought a 
sieady bombardment, stopping the 
show and calling for an encore. 
Vote of commendation is due the 
State’s pitmen for the co-operation 
they gave him. Flock of cues he 
Joaded them down with, but they 
were there following him closely 
and helping him build up one laugh 
sally after another. 

Starnes-Kover Dancers impressed 
as a regulation acrobatic adagio 
turn whose appeal has been en- 
hanced by a touch of the different 
in dressing, with a deft handling of 
black art partly responsible. Big 
number is the phosphorescent effect 
aided by three skillful male: tossers 
and a graceful miss, Garnered nice 
applause here. Fourth lad doing 
the m.c.’ing and monolog doesn’t ex- 
actly spruce up the act. His over- 
done travesty on modern advertis- 
ing methods could be omitted and 
not missed. 

This time Joe Laurie, Jr., had 
enly one ‘niece’ and one ‘nephew.’ 
Girl has a coy prettiness and can 
put over a ballad nicely and the 
youngster can scatter a dexterous 
mess of rhythmic taps, but with or 
without them Laurie can still keep 
the payees continuously laughing 
away with him. As uaual his was 
a pleasant, refreshing visit for all 
concerned and they told him so in 
boisy accord at the parting. 

Charlie Ahearn and his bizarre 
squad of musical stooges finished 
off the occasion with an assortment 
of mirth-making all their own. A 
novelty that clicks on all cylinders 
no matter where spotted. Odec. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Oct. 28. 

In this town the situation grows 
more acute in the battle for stage 
names between the indie vaudfilm 
Hippodrome and the Century, ace 
spot. Both houses, which had been 
talking about their great line-up of 
stage headliners, are now beginning 
to point at the list of coming screen 
attractions. 

In lieu of one standout headliner 
these two houses are now utilizing 
two and three lesser lights, figuring 
that they'll make up in name quan- 
tity the voltage they formerly got 
from their single top-notchers. At 
both houses this week it may be 
seen how the new policy is work- 
ing out. At the Hipp currently the 
big lines are split between Baby 
Rose Marie and Sammy Cohen. 
Here, the headliners are Dorothy 
Jordan, Ann Pennington and Charles 
Judels. Next week at the Hipp will 
be Daphne Pollard, Kenneth Har- 
lan and Al St. John, while at the 
Century the headliners will be Wil- 
liam Demarest, Buck and Bubbles 
and the Alex Hyde Orchestra. . 


In the end this may work out to 
the good of all concerned, since it'll 
probably mean better all-round en- 
tertainment on the stage. With the 
former system of letting one per- 
former gobble up from $5,000 to $7,- 
500, the rest of the show was bound 
to suffer. 





This week it was not the head- 
liners who delivered the show’s 
sock. The show as a whole was 


saved by Cass, Mack and Owen, 
bext-to-closing. 

Opening a somewhat sloppily-ar- 
Fanged show were the Gilbert 
Brothers, a yood standard vaude 
bar act. Quiet and neat and well- 
executed, it’s a turn suited for any 
bill; and the closing strength dis- 
Play can’t miss anywhere. 

In the deuce came the top name 
ef the show, Dorothy Jcrdan, on a 
Loew route by way of a build-up 
for Metro-Goldwyn on a _ personal 
tour. Miss Jordan is doing eight 
Minutes, in which occur a rather 
long and poor trailer and one dance. 
The trailer is no credit to Metro, 
particularly irritating being the 
blank screens between scene- 
flashes. Miss Jordan accompanies 
the picture on the house mike with 
appropriately pleasant remarks. It 
is this pleasantness which is 


| 
of the 
|and two 


bill he and Miss Pennington | 
other performers go into 
their own act. It’s really two acts. 
First, there’s the regular Penning- 


ton dance, which is still effective 
for the audience. And following 
that there's a comedy skit, which 
is the Judels act. In itself it’s a 
| Wobbly act; it doesn’t fit together; 
and on this uneven turn must be 





the | 


salvation of the Jordan personal ap- | 


pearance; she is charmingly im- 
Promptu throughout and she has an 
excellent manner that almost makes 
ip for the weakness of the turn. 

_Charles Judels had by this time 
done an act with almost everybody; 
Starting with Victor McLaglen, to 


Edmund Lowe, Fifi D’Orsay, and 
now, Ann Pennington. 

Judels is given the best chance 
1€s had since he returned to the 
Stage. He’s doing m.c. this week, 
*€parating the turns with a gag 
ind announcement. In the center 


| Andresens, 


| ‘Vestia 


blamed most of the slip-shod effect 


of the entire show. 

Cass, Mack and Owen are now! 
sure-fire. Knock-about comedy as 
certain for applause as an anti- 
prohibition speech. Girl is one of | 
the smoothest slap-stick comedi- | 
ennes around. Acts like this are | 
the basis and the hope 


of vaude, 
and they should be given billing. | 
Singing act, one of the few 
around, closing the show is the} 
Roxy Ensemble. Since the advent | 
of radio straight tonsilling is hard | 
to get across, and it’s a check mark | 
of excellence for this troupe that} 
they gave this show a very happy 
landing. The group is staffed about 
the same as formerly: Adelaide De- 
Loca, Harold Clyde Wright, Nora 
Cori, Ernest McChesney, with Helen 
Andrews at the piano. McChesney 
appears the only replacement: Har- 
old Griffin having formerly been the 
tenor. Partly on their radio rep| 
and mostly on their excellent voices, 
they gave this audience operatics 
and made ’em like it. 

Feature was ‘Night After Night’ 
(Par). Biz was good at the last 
Show opening day, Friday. 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


Five acts rather than a show first 
half. Some good material but no 
blending of the turns, none of the 
acts helping the others much. 

Opens with Serge Flash, with the 
annunciator making it ‘Slash.’ 
Usual ball and stick work, but more 
deftly done than usual, with no 
noticeable misses, due to a Couple 
of clever cover-ups. Filled 12 min- 
utes acceptably, with the ball from 
the gallery the big laugh, as usual. 


Reilly Kids (New Acts), three 
neat young steppers on_ second. 
Stick to soft shoe work throughout 
and not helped with the clatter of 
the toe plates, but markedly good 
and over to a neat hand. They left 
things all shipshape for Jerry and 
her Baby Grands. Piano playing 
over better than might be expected 
down here, but its the three dancers 
who get the applause clean-up at 





| started 


| lightful, 





the finish. Act is nicely routined to 
avoid monotony and showy as well! 
as ear tickling. 

Freda and Palace about their av- 
erage score with their chatter and | 
off to a big hand with the song. | 
Their Italian dialect was right at! 
home down here, 


Finish is Joe Marks and Co. 
Marks is funny in the old fashioned 
burlesque style, and can do a female 
impersonation without going pansy, 
but what he does not know about 
routining an act is ample. He was | 
getting over nicely with the rough | 
stuff, but he dropped down to a 
Parody on ‘Sonny Boy’ that saw 
him walk off without a hand. No 
one cared for the antique and it was | 
not very funny or very good. With | 
three people backing him up, they 
looked for a noisy finish and when 
he walked on this solo not a hand 
smacked. 


They were waiting for the finish 
and the lights went out and the 
projector began to function before 
they realized the turn was over. 
The girl in the act could be seen 
in the wings waiting to come on 
and take the bows, but there were 
none. Marks has the people and 
some of the material for a good 
rough act, .but he needs some one 
to tell him what’s what and how. 


Film section is a short comedy. 
the Movietone News and ‘A Bill of 
Divorcement’ (Radio). Barrymore 
means little down on 14th street | 
and the title rather less. Slim at-| 
tendance at the swing show Satur- | 


day, but building for the night. 
Chic. | 

| 

ORPHEUM, N. Y. | 
With Vaughn De Leath on the 


stage and ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) 
on the screen, biz Saturday matinee 
(29) was only fair. 

Miss De Leath’s 
mike, since she is identified with 
radio, is excellent. Three numbers | 
in ‘one’ accompanied by a blonde |! 
pianist, is the scheme. As an encore | 
she mimics various radio perform- | 
ers. 

Miss De Leath is No. 3 and high- | 
lights on quality entertainment. | 
Preceding is Harry Hines, who per- 
forms solo as the deucer, but addi- | 
tionally m. c.’s the rest of the show. 

Hines’ type of comedy is the 
Orph’s speed. He manages to weave 
a connecting frame around the 
vaude layout. After introducing the 
man and woman pole 
balancing pair, Hines does a lengthy | 
turn, winding up with a musically 
accompanied recitation on ‘Mother.’ 

Bayes and Speck, dancers, next to 
closing. Spot is too big for them, 
and Dawn Sisters’ flash act closes. | 
In the latter turn Paul Cadieux, 
tenor, preludes with a rendition of 
La Giuba’ against a clown 
one.’ Hines’ intro remarks 
enough to 
recalls the late 

Shan. 


Singing via a 


drop in 
are audacious 
Cadieux’s singing 
Caruso. 


suge¢eest 


| three-quarters filled Friday night. 


| entertainer. 


State-Lake, Chicago 


Chicago, Oct. 29. 

‘Once in a Lifetime’ (U) is on the 
screen this week to give the State- | 
Lake the best picture break it’s had 
since vaudfilm. Accompanying this 
satire on Hollywood is an entertain- 
ing five-act bill. 

Harris Boys and Loretta Allen 
splendid representatives of the acro- | 
batic-dancing - adagio - pyramiding } 
kind of agility plus hydraulic biceps 
the stage portion. It’s an 
act that any underwriter could okay | 
ror applause insurance. They do a| 


great many different feats and do 
them all superbly well. 
Ray and Harrison started with | 


gags about the sexual habits of ele- 

phants, the dangers of slapping Al 

Capone, the length of winter nights | 
as a factor in large families, and the 
results of walks taken in the woods. 
All of which may or may not have | 
embarrassed the adults who brought | 
dozens of children into the State- | 
Lake Saturday matinee. 

Later Miss Ray, flounced out in | 
ballet costume, a veritable Niagara | 
of gauze and bloomers, found it 
simple to turn grins into roars when 
she wrestled with the pony-sized Mr. 
Harrison. The State-Lakers sur- 
rendered to the lunacy of the sit- 
uation completely. 

Because he is a first-rate actor on 
top of being a crackerjack voice- 
thrower Edgar Bergen is always de- 
Relying very little on gags 
as such and getting his laughs from 
situation and bright asides made by 
the dummy Bergen is one of the few 
ventriloquists who achieves actual 
characterization. His light and 
shade is the mark of sharp observa- 
ction of human nature. He was pop- 
ular with grown-ups and kids alike. 

Her vaude experience and natural 
viverity aided Dorothy Lee to sus- 
tain the slightly too weighty respon- 
sibility of being a headliner. What 
she is doing is a vaudeville act only 
by courtesy. She sings several songs 
from several pictures in which she 
has appeared and is occasionally 
cute enough to get away with it. 

It's stretching things pretty far to 
take semi-obscure ingenues whose 
histories number an assortment of 
appearances, hardly more than bits, 
in unimportant and forgotten re- 
Joases and put them up in big lights 
with the sanguine expectation that 
the public will tumble over them- 
selves in a scramble to get to the 
box office. How very little Miss Lee 
means as a name was significantly 
suggested by the total absence of 
welcoming applause. This is the 


'same house that made the chande- 


liers vibrate for Alec B. Francis and 
never fails to be polite. They sim- 
ply didn’t know who she was. She 
was just one of the acts. The weak- 


}est one. 


element 





reliable, 
Land. | 


Herb Williams, old 


closed the bill. 


MET., B’KLYN | 


Brooklyn, Oct. 28. 

If it’s quantity they want over 
here, the Met’s the ticket for the 
local mob. House this week gives 
you nearly four hours of show 
which any showman will agree is 
much too long no matter what it 
contains. By the time it’s all over 
a person has had a surfeit. 

Apparently Loew’s, with its old 
Met, is trying to battle the more 
modern playhouses of downtown 
Brooklyn by giving ’em an over- 
abundance of material, whether en- 
tertaining or not. This week the 
vaude show alone runs a total of 
two hours and 18 minutes. 

The rostrum display, 
acts conceded to combine as a draw, 
is aided for mild draw by Jackie 
Cooper in ‘Divorce in the Family’ 
(Metro), on first run over here, but 
why the house needed all the filler, 
including two shorts, organ number 
seven minutes long, Hearst-Metro- 
tone News and a lot of trailers is 
hard to fathom. Only angle can be 
attempted b.o. buildup through a 
long show. 

Shorts are ‘Over the Seas to Bor- 
neo’ (Metro) and ‘The Pooch’ (Me- 
tro). They have no business on the 
bill, but through no special fault of 
their own. 

Prospects for business are slightly 
above average, stage likely to do 
majority of public-baiting. House 





Owen Moore from films, Molly 
Picon, Buck and Bubbles and ‘Ozzie 


with four! 





Nelson (from radio) are figured to 
consolidate a draw that will top 
that of the Jackie Cooper picture. 
Nelson (New Acts) is in here with 
a 11-piece orchestra and a specialty 





It’s an attraction that 
gets by easier on its own than most 
which have to depend on their radio | 
background for audience reaction 

Nelson closes the five-act bill. He | 
got over nicely at the Friday night's 
and several times, in addition 
to selling his personality, proved to 


show 


the folks he doesn’t have to hide 
behind a mike. Not only that but 
Nelson demonstrates more show- 
manship than the majority of his 
brethen from the air. 

Buck and Bubbles preceded Nel- 
son in next to shut, scoring hea 
ily, as usual in their singing, danc- 
ing, talk and pianoing. 

Molly Piceon was on ahead, third 

1d in fine form. She worked 17 


including an encore. Miss 
Picon is figured to draw the Jewis! 


particularly on her date 
over here. 
She recently played the State on 


Broadway for Loew’s, as did Owen 
Moore in his novelty film actor turn 
employing a film in which he works. 
Te film idea, with Moore stepping 
in and out of it back and forth from 
the stage provides a novel frame- 
work for an act, but something bet- 


ter than a shooting finish, it seems 
could have been found. 

tovyal Uyenos open, doing seven 
minutes and Char. 


over okay. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 27. 
From the _ boxoffice = standpoint 
condensed musical comedy in lieu 


of vaudeville is proving successful 


in the instance of ‘Rio Rita’ here 
this week. Business is better than 
in some time. 

The fame acquired by ‘Rio Rita’ 
in the films gives it the boxoffice 


punch which it is demonstrating at 


the RKO Orpheum here this week. 
The fact that a road company 
presented the piece at the local 


Metropolitan at $3 prices a few sea- 
sons ago, the novelty involved in an 
offering of this sort in a vaudeville 
house and the elaborateness of the 
presentation, creating the impres- 
sion that the show constitutes a 
bargain at 55c prices, also are prob- 
ably factors in the draw. 

What ‘Rio Rita’ lacks from a 
vaudeville devotee’s standpoint are 
strong talent, a comedy wallop and 
diversity of entertainment. In 
place thereof, however, are a flashy 
investiture and a lot of people on 
the stage. There is plenty of color 
and there is a peach of a leading 
woman, Kitty Carlisle, who is long 
on looks and who sings very well. 
There also is a tall and a handsome 
leading man, Allan Waterous, who 
boasts a good voice. 

There are some 20 dancing girls, 
a half dozen show girls, a male 
chorus of nine and eight or nine 
principals in the cast. Most of the 
girls are very young and many are 
pretty. The ensemble numbers are 
well managed and their effective- 
ness is enhanced by the colorful 
costuming, but neither they nor the 
singing win much in the way of ap- 
plause returns. The familiarity of 
most auditors with the comedy adds 
to the difficulty of the comedians, 
David Mallen and Earl Hampton. 
The age of the musical numbers 
also is an applause handicap and 
if the offering seems to drag in 
spots and be devoid of an essential 
spark of verve and dash the vintage 
may be in part responsible. Aside 
from the leads, Joyce White, who 
is a better dancer than comedienne, 
merits praise. The scenery and 
costumes look fresh and are im- 
maculate. 

All in all, an occasional interlude 
like ‘Rio Rita,’ interrupting the 
regular vaudeville routine, is okeh 
as far as grosses are concerned and 
probably, too, for most of the cus- 
tomers. 

On the screen ‘13 Women,’ just 
so-so and not meaning much to the 
boxoffice; Pathe News and a com- 
edy. A good-sized house at this 
late evening show. Rees. 


G. 0. H., N. Y. 


Back on double features again 
for the long half; the vaude portion 
also goes back to four acts. It looks 
a little like a cheater up to the 
fourth act, Masqueraders (New 
Acts), a flash which, with its seven 
people and 21 minutes running time, 
helps to tone down that impression. 

Currently the double feature bill 
includes one new release and one 
old one. Both are Fox, ‘Painted 
Woman’ and ‘Bad Girl.” Latter is 
a year old or more. 

The closing act, Masyueraders, is 


the best on the show and seems 
more suited to first run neighbor- 
hoods than any of the others, 
though Jack Joyce, second, was 


| once standard and still should be. 


Joyce, the one-legged dancer, of- 
fers his novel routine with a touch 
of the class that A nabe houses re- 
quire. Besides that it has enter- 
tainment, even if the English gags 
didn’t go so well down here, where 
they wouldn't be expected to miuke 
much of a dent. Joyce as plaved 


the Palace in his time. Joyce etill 
has a very saleable act. He indi- 
cates from the stage that he’s heen 


abroad lately. 
The unipedie dancer, assisted by 


a stooge 


prominently figures, among 


| blonde charmer 


| ‘Just Couldn't Say Good-bye 


MASTBAUM 


(Continued from page 32) 


for a real fan fol- 
that she 
usual 


too long 
lowing. The fact 
offer much—even 
typed greeting being 
any 


opens 


screen 
doesnt 
the stero- 
missing wont 
help matters 

Jessel the show and gives 
the best 
Jessel delivery, scoring a real hit 
on his wit and impromptu manner 
Introduces Vivian 


audience 20 minutes of the 


Janis and this 
also goes ove! nice- 
torrid tunes, 


ly with a couple of 


giving 


her a good start. Jessel then does 
that long-distance telephone skit, 
tried by almost every m. c. who has 


been here, and gets surprisingly 
strong response. 
Then he introduces Miss Tal- 


madge, who doesn’t venture out over 
the pit, but remains on stage and 
answers two or three of Jessel's 


| questions about favorite comedian, 








a personable miss who does the fox} 
trot with him for a highlizht, did 13 
|minutes, which isn't bad for a 
hoofer with only one gam and who} 
still must depend on the dancing | 
for the punch. 
In between Jovece and the elosing 
flash are Terry Parker & Co. It’s 
a three-people variety act in which 


}other things doing a Jimmy Savo 
dance that clicks The straight | 
man noises up the act with talking, 

for interruption purposes mostly 

l|also doing a song as a gag for bac k- 

stage crosses by the stooge and the 

girl for laffs. 

This is the sort of act that goes 
great with audiences of t pe down 
here and should do as well in ivy 
lar grind vaude anywhere 

The Six Daredevils (New Ac 
opens An acrobatic tumbling-en- 
durance act of a fam ar tVvpe 
ill the old gestures and the Nea? 
} t perso? ties (har, 


ete. Jessel sings her a song, and 
La Talmadge exits. Her only other 
appearance is in Jessel’s skit, and 


anyone could have been used here. 

The Aristocrats, four couples, as- 
sisted by the Mastbaum girls, have 
a dance offering that combines toe 
and acrobatic, and stands at the top 
of its class. Karre, Noyes and Le- 
baron close with a graceful adagio, 
in which the girl shines. 

Giuseppe Creatore is the guest 
conductor this week. His renditien 
of ‘Tannhauser’ brings sustained 
and hearty applause. At the con- 
sole, Milton Charles offers ‘Say It 
Isn't So’ and ‘Put Out the Light.’ 

Waters. 


PALACE, NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Oct. 29. 

Paul Ash, breaking in a band act 
here, adds another high-class stage 
orchestra to the list. The act offers 
37 minutes of tuneful arrangements 
plus some neat lighting and stag- 
ing topped by Ash’s personality as 
a leader which scored well here. 

Opens full with band seated on 
darkened stage behind scrim carry- 
ing names of performers. Scrim 
flies, lights up to show band on in- 
dividual seats of varying heights 
like pedestals. Single set tused 
throughout with -lights alone mak- 
ing changes. 

Band opens with a medley. Nancy 
Kelly steps on for a mike solo, then 
off. Cy Kahn also mikes a melody 
to close medley. Boys go right into 
second number on semi-dark stage 
and Louie Rapp, formerly with 
Buddy Rogers’ crew, sings third 
mike number. 

Next number, announced by Ash, 
is a mixture giving crew individual 
chance to shine. Highlights were 
a piano duet with stage dark and 
piano keyboards illuminated, and 
a show-stopping novelty tap dance 
by Hal Menken. Latter uses a step 
contraption rigged up like drum- 
mer’s traps and scores heavily for 
ease with which he taps out intri- 
cate routine. 

Followed by announced ‘Radio 
Romance’ in which Cy Kahn and 
Nancy Kelly come back for swap- 
ping of catch lines from song titles 
with mikes set on opposite sides of 
stage. Pair inject lot of person- 
ality into a-new twist of a hack- 
neyed stunt. Kelly girl steps down 
to foots for solo sans mike. Num- 
ber, called ‘Ya Gotta Go,’ has since 
been removed as too blue. 

Band swings into a rumba, then 
passes to a blues song with Corinne 
Gibson coming on for a couple of 
choruses and a short dance on 
which curtdins close. 

Open for finale which includes a 
novelty sweet potato number in 
imitation of a calliope. Also has 
vocal trio interpolation which, lack- 
ing harmony, could be left out. Fi- 
nale as a whole is too tame after 
some of preceding numbers and 
lacks a punch. 

Ash said to have 
on act already, 
looking the part. Setting is attrac- 
tive and well laid out. Twenty 
men used are neatly garbed in black 
trousers and white jackets. 

Tempos are moderately paced and 
should appeal as class numbers 
rather than a speedy act. 

Ash said to be grooming band for 


sunk 10 grand 
with production 


prospective air commercial. ‘Rac- 
kety Rax’ (Fox) on screen. Bone. 
Detroit, Oct. 31. 


Nice production this week for en- 
tertainment but entirely lacking in 
a sock, which leaves it in the milder 
classification. Titled ‘Patches’ from 


| the opening number, that is the best 
feature of the show for audience reo« 


action. Talent is well 
nice mild entertainment 
the five acts produces a punch that 


chosen for 
but none of 


might push the show across. How- 
ever, with Gable-Harlow ina series 
of sock clinches on the screen in 
| ‘Red Dust,’ the stage show might 
easily justifv itself as a breathing 
space for the flaps to get their hear- 
ings and recover from their \ iri- 
ous thrills 

Show include Stone ad La Re 
Rodger Avers, Rene and Co., Bob 
St ne and Jean Devereaux All 
perforn ] ind én n well, 
but, la Y 1 headline hit all 
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: Films in Nice 
. ‘ Fanchon & M Picture Theatr ) 
ariety lis anchon arco e iheatres 
* i | (Continued from page 11) 
NEW YORK NEW HAVEN | NEW YORK CITY /Lester Cole accountants. Either way it makeg 
Paramount (4) Paramount (4) Paramount (28) ‘6 Hours to Live’ a big dent in a budge — 
‘Jubilee’ ‘Birthday Party’ Ethel Waters CHICAGO a J iditi Set of $375,000 
NEXT WEEK (N ember 5) Ted Lewis Bill Telaak Mills Bros Chicage (28) an ne addition of names like Sid- 
ov , Dixie 4 Bill Brown Adelaide Hall eng ney Fox, George Robey and Oscar 
Snowball Whittier Sally Payne Valaida 3 Brox Sis : - q ay 
THIS WEEK (October 29) High Hat Beauties | Ubaldo Russo Berry Bros Ghezzis Asche knock it almost out o shape 
Esther Pressman Bruno Sarti Tim Moore Frank Bo altogether. 
i j ' : Doris Deane Sylvia Sharp Eddie Rector Raset Dancers aa: P — . 
Numerals in connection with bills below Indc.cate opening aay eof Mildred Gaye ee ORT EANS madi Rector, Reset Den The script of ‘Don Quixote’ must 
show, whether full or split week High Hat Bd State (4) Manatn Moreland Oriental 28) have churned Cervantes’ grave 
BRIDGEPORT | ‘Big Top’ I ‘Night After Night’| Clifford & Marion : Le A ene hese RET ne 
Poli (4) Jack Sidney s a am (28) Dorris Robbins plenty. ; Already several weeks in 
Fred Ardath Co Lincoln ‘Mickey & M M’ | Adele Nelson's Co | Betty Froos D & E Barstow production and the script surgeons 
Nelson Fam — Arnaut Bros Flo Mayo Charles Barnes Athenas are on their eleve h vers 
ST. PAUL Geo McKay to Buster Shaver Harrison M’makers | Mayfair 8 Muriel Gardner nth version. 
RKO Keith’s (5-7) (Two to fill) O & G Brasno Beehee & Rubyatte | Andre Renaurd ‘Hot Saturday’ Babel of Tongues 
James Evans Co 2d half (9-11) Monty & Carmo Dolly Kramer Vivian Fay Tivoli (28) Picture began in two versi - 
C & J Preisser Chas Althoff Toots Novelle OAKLAND Luigi Le Bassi Herman Timberg Ss versions— 
y YORK CITY COLUMBUS Joe Morris Co (Two to fill) Minnie Mouse Ens Oakland (4) ‘Once ina Lifetime’ | Pat Rooney Co French and English—neither of 
oars Ohio (5) Lloyd Hughes 2d half (2-4) BROOKLYN ‘Whoopee’ BROOKLYN ‘One Way Passage’! which Cervantes spoke, but Ger 
I ~ py Sis| Harris 2 & Loretta] Ross Wyse Co Forum Boys Fox (4) Buddy Boyle Paramount (28) Uptown (28) ’ erman 
2 °e F Lake | Dorothy Lee TORONTO Joe Young Co ‘Happiness Show’ | Bobbe_ Arnst Guy Lombardo Or |J & J McKenna was added, with the singer making a 


Lina Basquette Co 
Carol & Stuart 
Stuart & Lash 

(29) 

Bert Walton 
Barney Rapp Orch 
(Three to fill) 
Academy 

Ist half (4-7) 
B & R Goman 
Carlton Emmy Co 
Irene Beasley 
Cliff Nazarro Orch 
(One to fill) 
2 (8-10) 
Hill & Hoffman 
Red Dominios 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (1-3) 
Large & Morgner 
4 Flash Devils 
Ben Marks Co 
Hal Sherman 
Brooke Johns & G 
Montgomery Orch 

BROOKLYN 

Albee (5) 

Scariett’s Monks 
Ola Lilith 
Sid Marion 
Nick Lucas 
(One to fill) 

(29) 
Dolinof & Raya Sis 
Frank Hunter 
Carol & Stuart 
3 Sailors 
Lina Basquette Co 

Prospect 


pe 

Ist half (5-8) 
Ethel Parker Co 
Williams & Cryer 
Norvelle Bros 
Fred Lightner 
Margaret Padula O 

2d half (9-11) 
Geo McKay. Co 
Haunted a 
erro to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Maurice & Vincent 
Florence Case 
Any Fam 
Kramer & Hamilt’n 
Tel 


Felovis 
Ralph Olsen Co 


Edgar Bergen 
Jordan & Woods 
Ingenues 
(29) 

N Thomas & 
Wills & Davis 
Hobart Bosworth 
Gus Edwards Rev 

ELIZABETH 

Keith's 

Ist half (5-8) 
Henry Victoria Co 
Buddy Rich 
U S Indian Bd 

2a half (9-11) 
Passeau & Budd 
Donovan Sis & B 
Frank Gaby 

2d half (2-4) 


Herbert G & Vic 
Yorkers 
Joe Sullivan Co 


Eddie Hanley Co 
Cliff Nazarro Orch 


HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 

ist half (5-8) 
Lya & Wolf 
Wally Sharples Ce 
Frank Gaby 
Will Osbonre Co 
Sampsel & Leonh’d 

2a half (9-11) 
Jack Hedley 3 
Harrington & Frye 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Grey Fam 
Pinto Case & C 
Irene Beasley 
Stewart & Lash Co 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (5) 
Corbitt & Convey R 
Gaston Palmer 
Grace Hayes Co 
Slim Timblin Co 
Hilton Siamese 2 

(29) 


3 French Misses 

Peaches Browning 
Harry J Conley 
Moran & Mack 

Paddy Cliff Orch 

KANSAS CITY 
Keith’s (4) 

Olson & Johnson 

(28 





Weist & Stanton 


) 
Estelle Taylor 

















At Fox’s B’klyn, This Week 
PAUL KIRKLAND 
TOM, DICK and HARRY 


BOTH PLACED 


Hippodrome (5) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Mady Co 
Weaver Bros 

(29) 
Manning & Class 
Al Mamaux 
Billy House Co 
Hill & Hoffman 
White & Manning 

TRENTON 
Capitol 

Ist half (5-8) 
Red Dominos 

2d half (9-11) 
Millard & Marlin 
U S Indian Bd 

2d half (2-4) 
Paul Draper Co 
Lobo 
Joe Marks Co 





Morvelle Bros 


Idol of Sha-Nu 


TROY 
Keith's 


Ist half (5-8) 
Valfy Pastine Co 
Allen & Canfield 
Kitty Doner 
Fred Ardath 
4 Kings & a Queen 

2a half (9-11) 
Rich Kay & B 
Harrison & Elmo 
Frances Langford 
Cooper & Small 
(One to fill) 

2d haif (2-4) 
Tracy & Hay 
Landry & Dawn 
Wally Sharples Co 
Gus Van 
Jack Hedley $3 








OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway . 
This Week: Wm. Morris, Louis Shurr 











Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (4) 
Abe Lyman Orch 
Chilton & Thomas 
Ken Murray 
(Two to fill) 
Boulevard 
ist half (4-7) 
Olvera Bros 
Mae Francis 
Chase & LaTour 
Hal Neiman 
Dance Cargo 
2d half (8-10) 
Flora Dean & D 
.Pressier & Klaiss 
Senator Murphy 
Gerardo & N Co 
Orpheum 
Ist half (4-7) 
4 Oswegos 
Alice Frohman 
Gold & Raye 
Montague Love 
Betty J Cooper 

















By LEDDY & SMITH 
Harrison & Bimo MILWAUKEE 
Ingenues Wisconsin (5) 

ALBANY 4 Ortons 
Palace Charlie King 
Ist half (5-8) Al K Hall Co 


Circus Intern'l 

2d half (9-11) 
Lya & Wolf 
Fred Ardath 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (2-4) 
Bryant Rains & ¥ 
D Schooler & L 2 
Sid Gary 
Sid Marion 
Cooper & Small 

BOSTON 
Keith’s (5) 
Wallendas 
Will Aubrey 
Violet Carlson 
Hal Sherman 
Dave Apollon Co 
(One to fill) 
(29) 


Stanley Bros & A 
Audrey Wyckoff 
Golden Blondes 
Walter Dare Wahl 
George Beatty 
Noble Sissle Orch 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (5) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Weist & Stanton 
Nan Halperin 
Wills & Davis 
Dalton & Rose 
(29) 
Swan Lucille & C 
Mady Co 
Weaver Bros 
CHICAGO 
Palace (5) 
Betty Jane Cooper 
Reynolds & White 
A & M Havel 
Dowling & Dooley 
Gracie Schenk 
4 (29) 
C & J Preisser 
Vic Oliver 
TJoyd Hughes 
York & King 
F Henderson Orch 
Cora LaRedd 
State Lake (5) 
Su Fanton Co 
Joe Wong 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Gus Edwards Rev 
(29) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Rae & Harrison 
Edgar Bergen 
Dorothy Lee 
Herb Williams 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (29) 
F & D Stone 
CLEVELAND 


Palace (5) 
Felovis 
Vic Oliver 


F & D Stone 
York & King 


Sammy Krevoff Co 
(29) 

Gracie Schenk 

Ola Lilith 

A & ™M Havel 

Dow! Dooley 


Dalton & Rose 
* 


Rosetta Duncan 
Roy & Romero 
(29) 

Rio Rita 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (5) 
Stone & Gibbons 
Ghezzis 

Annie Judy & Zeke 
Harry Savoy 

F Henderson Orch 
Cora LaRedd 


Charlie King 
Al K Hall Co 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Rosetta Duncan 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (5) 
Gary Ford Fam 
Peaches Browning 
Harry J Conley 
Moran & Mack 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
29) 
Marcus Rev 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
ist half (5-8) 
Bradna Circus 
2a half (9-11) 
Lobo 
Frank Gaby 
Thomas 5 
2a half (2-4) 
Great Wallendas 
Chaz Chase 
Hugh Skelly Co 
4 Flushers 
Miss America Co 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (5) 
Valentine & Bell 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Golden Blondes 
Bud Harris Orch 


(29) 
3 Cossacks 
Will Aubrey 


Blackstone 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (29) 

Circus Intern’l 

SAN ANTONIO 
Keith’s (29) 


Gaston Palmer 

Grace Hayes Co 

Slim Timblin Co 
° 


Hilton Siamese 2 


SCHENECTADY 





Corbitt & Convey R 


Lathrop Bros 

2d half (8-10) 
Sgt Franklin Co 
Mae Francis 
Davis & Donnell 
Brett Wood 
Michon Bros 


Reis & Dunn 
Owen Moore 
Cass, Mack & O 
Jacques Renard Co 
4 Eton Boys 
Do, Re, Mi 3 
State (4) 
Arthur LeFleur 
Jerome & Ryan 
Valentine Vox 
Emil Boreo 
D Ellington Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave. 
Ist half (4-7) 
Joe Fanton Co 
Croel & Allan 
Attic Surprises 
Garner, Wolf & H 
Neil Golden Orch 
2a half (8-10) 
Al Johnson Co 
Gordon & Reid 
Billy Wells & 4 F 
Hal Neiman 
4 Oswegos 





Metropolitan (4) 
Kay Hamlin & K 


Sylvia Froos 
Groody & Allen 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Gomez & Winona 


Valencia (4) 
Andressen 
Jean Carr 
Frances Arms 
Stoopnagle & B 
Russ Columbo Orch 

ASTORIA 
Triboro 

Ist half (4-T) 
Sgt B Franklyn Co 
Bertoline 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Dean & Joyce Rev 
Michon Bros 

2d half (8-10) 
Olvera Bros 
Kay Davidson Co 
Montague *Love 
Earl Faber Co 
Lee Gail Co 


BALTIMORE 
Century (4) 
Duponts 
Dinon & Connell 
William Demarest 
Buck & Bubbles 
Alex Hyde Orch 
CLEVELAND 
State (4) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Gaudschmidt Bros 
Irene Rich 
Bob Murphy 
Benny Davis Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (4) 
Radio Ripa 
Bob Ripa 
June Carr 
Larry Rich Co 
Lou Gehrig Co 
Walker, Harold, W 
Larry Lawson 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (4) 
Bob Stickney 
Morgan & Stone 
Sully & Houghton 
Jimmy Savo 
Great Huber 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (4) 
Gilbert Bros 
Dorothy Jordan 
Penn'gton & Judels 
Funnyboners 
Roxy Co 





WARNER 





CLIFTON 
Masonic (11-18) 


Rose’s Midgets 
ELIZABETH 
Ritz 


ist half (4-7) 

Mae Usher 

Beau Tans 

Dawn Sis & € 

2d haif (8-10) 

Gus Van 

Chapelle & Carlton 
2a half (1-3) 

F Bradna’s Circus 


HARRISONBURG 
Virginia (7-8) 
Rose's Midgets 
HARTFORD 
State (10) 
Reynolds & White 
(Three to fill) 
(3) 


Foley & LaTour 
O'Hanlon & Zam 
Frank Rad¢liffe 
Robbins Fam 
LAWRENCE 
Warner (10) 
3 Feet & Rhythm 
Seed & London 
Bob Hall 
(3 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Peg Bates 





iat —— (5-8) Leavitt & Lockw'd 
Rick Kay & EB NEW LONDON 
Harrison & Elmo Garde (10) 
Frances Langford Beau Tams 
Cooper & Small Ray Hughes & P 
(One to fill) O’Hanlon & Zam 
2d half (9-11) 3 
J & E Torrence Seed & London 
Wally Sharples Co | Joe Howard 
Kitty Doner Bob Hall 
Tyler Mason Russian Revels 
4 Kings & 2 Queen! PHILADELPHIA 
2d half (2-4) Earle (4) 
V’'lfy P’stine & SC 
Allen & Canfield Our Gang Dog 
Bomby Co Johnny Perkins 


Rath Bros 

Jones & Lee 

(Three to fill) 

(28) 

Jos Biank Co 

Irvin O'Dunn 

W & J Mandell 

Frank Richardson 

Wallace Sis Rey 

Bobby Pincus 

Nan Halperin 

Leviathan Orch 
Mastbaum (4) 

Burns & Allen 

3 Rhythm Dancers 

Milly Picon 

Patricia Bowman 

c28) 


Jessel & Talmadge 
12 Aristocrats 
Karre Noyes & L 
Vivian Janis 
STAUNTON 
New Strand (9-10) 
Rose’s Midgets 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (4) 
6 Lucky Boys 
B & J Brown 
Gallo & Tisen Rey 
Schumann-Heink 
(28) 
Vernon Rathburn 
Harry Savoy 
Rollickers 
Daphne Pollard 
Dennie White Co 
Johnny Perkins 
Rath Bros 
WATERBURY 
Strand (28) 
8 Ft of Rhythm 
Foley & LaTour 


Radio Rogues 
Gould & Robey 
O'Hanlon & Zam 
Frank Raficliffe 
Herbert Renard Co 


WINCHESTER 
Capitol (445) 
Rose’s Midgets 





Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Boys 

Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 


BUFFALO 
Baffalo (4) 
‘Ubangi’ I 


Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Frank De Rue 
Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (4) 
‘Follow Thru’ 
Joe Penner 
Olive Olsen 
Ensembie 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (4) 
‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
§ De Cardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Ben Omar 
Torney Ens 
DETROIT 
Fox (4) 
‘Hollywood C’ 
Teddy Joyce 
Ben Turpin 
Walter Hiers 
‘Snub’ Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 
HARTFORD 
Capitol (4) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing T'boys 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (3) 
‘Mystery’ 
A Duval Coe 
Heller & Riley 
Smith Rogers & B 
Sunkist Ens 
.LONG BEACH 


Co 


Jane Lee 
Pietro Gentill 
John Rutherford 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (4) 
‘Malibu Beach’ 
Armida 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Henri Therrien 
Anderson & Ailen 
Tom, Dick & H 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Paramount. (5) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
3 Gobs 
Tommy Harris 
Lasses Brown 
Chick Beeman 
Billy Mitchell 
Nay Bros 
Jimmy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
Georgia Browns 
SAN DIEGO 


Fox 
2a half (10-12) 
‘Tahiti’ 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
il Robert Millar 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (4) 
‘Spotlights’ 
Charlie Melson 
Miss Irmanette 
Bredwins |. 
Chalmers Ens; 
EATTLE 
Paramount (3) 
‘Tia Juana’ 
Bert Gordon 
F X Bushman Jr 
Enrica & Novello 
Bob Shafer 
Florence Hedges 
Leona Saunders 
Virginia Crawford 
SPRINGFIELD 
Poli (4) 
‘Radio Stars’ I 
Eddie Bruce 
4 Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 





West Coast (3) 
‘School Days’ 


Kay Fayre 














LESTER COLE 


PARAMOUNT, BUFFALO 
(This Week Oct. 28) 


TOM KENNEDY 


(“VORKO”) 














Miiton Douglas 
Mary Price 
Ollie Morosco 
Edna Sedgwick 
Charley Myers 
Bobby Bernard 
Muriel Moran 
Arlette Young 
T & J O'Connor 
Buster Keim 
Dorothy Keim 
Sue St John 
Mary Dolan 
Freddie Craig 
LOS ANGELES 
United Artists (3) 
‘Tahiti’ 
Bernardo de Pace 
Celine Lescar 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Lloyd R Millar 


MADISON 

Orpheum (4) 
‘Hearts of B'way’ 
Vera Gordon 
Sidney Page 
4 Normans 
Topsy McMana 
Max Lerner 
Nadje Gordon 
Myrtle Lyman 
Torney Ens 


MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (4) 
‘Sweet & Lovely’ 
Blanche Sweet 
Stroud 2 
Chamberlin & H 
Loc Lorraine 
Al Hinker 
The Catchalots 


Tony Pagliacci 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (4) 
‘Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallen & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collenette Ens 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (4) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Merkyl 
Charles Boyle 
Betty Willie 
John Wagner 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (3) 
‘Sally’ 
Mary Eaton 
Hal Young 
T Roy Barnes 
Miss Harriett 
Jack Waldron 
George Guhl 
Lela Bliss 
Jack Egan 


Poli (3) 
‘Bughouse’ [I 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 


Virginia Peck 





Hollywood Sunkist 
Sweeties 





La Verne 





Cabarets 





Biltmore Hotel 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 
Red McKenzie 
Peggy Healy 
Irene Taylor 
Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 


Central P’k Casino 
Sheila Barrett 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 
Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 


Jazzlips Richardson 
P & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
iillian Cowan 
Red & Struggle 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowie 
Louise Cook 
Willte Jackson 
ILucky Seven 3 





Don Kedman Orch 


NEW YORK CITY 


Cotton Club 
Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 
Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 
Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Cab Calloway 
El Chico's 
Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 
El Flamengo 


Orch 


Al Valencia Orch 
Bil Flamencito 
Nina & Moreno 
Marquita Flores 


Ignacio Ruffino 

Marta de la Torre 

Accordion Luis 
El Garon 


Georges Fontana 
Anna. Ludmila 
Delys & Clark 
June Knight 

Leon Belasco Orch 





Burns & Allen 
Donald Novis 
Rubinoff 

H & D Dixon 
Crawfords 

‘Night After Night’ 
BUFFALO 





Maurice Colleano 

Joseph Griffin 

‘One Way Passage’ 
DETROIT 
Fisher (28) 

‘Night Mares’ 

Art Frank 





Isham Jones Orch 
Hotel Lexington 


Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Hotel New Yorker 


Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 


Lido Gardens 


Billy Arnold Rev 
Pearl Regay 

Jose Shelita 
Lillian Barnes 
Ruth Mayon 

Doris Lenahan 

D & B Ellmore 
Brian MacDonald 
Lillian Porter 
Herbert Rice 
Mary Lou 

Bob Nelson 

Harry Carroll Orcb 


Montparnasse 


De Marcos 
Loomis Sis 

Jack Vance 
Yacht Club Boys 
Bobby Sanford 


Nut Club 


Al Morrison’s Bd 
Joe Lewis 

Lulu Bates 

Jerry Bergen 

Joe Plotsky 

Grisha 

Barbara M’cDonald 
Maureen Whitney 
Helen Davis 

Eton Boys 


Paramount Grill 


Eddie “Jackson 
Harriett Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson Orch 


Park Central Hotel 


Harry Barris Orch 
Loyce Whiteman 
Terry Sis 

Joe Peddles 


Blackhawk 


Hal Kemp Orch 
Deane Janis . 
Rose & Ray Lyle 
Patricia Storm 
Paul Sis 


Club Alabam 


Reale Sis 

Effie Burton 
Patsy McNair 
Edna Lindsey 
Freddie Villant 
Mary Thorne 
Mildred Rose 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Makins Orch 


College Inn 


Ben Bernie Orch 
Sisters ‘G’ 
Jackie Heller 
Genevieve Tighe 
3 Orphans 

Pat Kennedy 
Frank Prince 


Club Clifford 
Bradsh’w & C'l’g’fs 
Eva Brown Co 

Club Rubaiyatte 
Myrtle Watson 
Dale Dyer 
Bernice St John 
Harry LeGrand 
Jimmy Noone Or 


Edgewater Beach 


Mark Fisher Orch 
Olive O'Niet 


Knickerbock’r Club 


Suzanne France 
Doris Hurtig 
Tony Corcoran 
Bill Nolan 

Blue Grotto 
Margie Taite 
Marjorie Frarce 
Connie Cella 
Olga Hoyer 
Todd Sis 
Betty Van Allen 
Freddie Daw Orch 





Buffalo (28) Carl Emmy 
Lupe Velez Bubbles Lawler 
Ritz Bros Trainor Bros 
Bobby May ‘Tiger Shark’ 

El Patio Riviera 
Rosita & Ramon Earl Rickard 
Frances Maddux jertrude Niesen 
Endor & Farrell Dolores Farris 
Henry King Or Floria Vestoft 

Crawford & Caskey 
H’lyw’d R’staurant| Peggy English - 

Barbara McDona 
Olive Borden * é 
Nina Mae M’Kinn’y| Arthur Rogers 
Fowler & Tamara | Don Carlos Orch 
Collette Sis Jimmy Carr Orch 
Frank Hazzard Roosevelt Hotel 
Blanche Row Guy Lombardo Or 
4 Climas Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


St. Regis Hotel 


Dario & Diane 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Sohnson 
Meers & Norton 
3 Speed Demons 
Geo Walker 
Wm Spellman 
3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 
Mabél Scott 
Roy White 
Dorothy Turner 
Chas Johnson Orch 
Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 
The Csarda 
Karoly Bencze 
Zsiga Bela 
Mme Ilona deThury 
Karoly Nyaray 
Torch Club 
Jackie May 
Frances Dunn 
Arthur Budd 
Elissa Duval 
Buddy Wagner Or 
Village Barn 
Joe Furst’s Orch 
Reilly & Comfort 
Townsend & Bold 
Sh’riff J’sh Medders 
B’shf'l H’k Warren 
Muriel Parker 
3 Dane Bros 
Johnny Russell 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Emil Coleman Or 
The Argentines 
Mischa Borr Ens 


CHICAGO 


Frolic’s 
Freda Sullivan 
Yvonne Morrow 
Al Shayne 
Olive. Shayne 
Grant & Rosalie 
Joy Finley 
Dorothy Ray 
Curry & DeSylvia 
Don Pedro Orch 


Granada 


Jack Miles Orch 
3 Marinos 
Gladys DeFoe 
Keller Sis 
Chicagoettes 


Kit Kat 
Harry Linden 
Joyce Jelke 
Elice Lorraine 
Irene Barba 
Rosalie Jelke 
Dot LeRoy 
Fred Janis Orch 


Montmartre 
LaMay & Louise 
Tina Tweedie 
Dick Ware 
Edna Mae Morris 
F Quartell’s Orch 


Paramount Club 
Sally Rand 

Harry Glynn 

Etta Reed 

Olive Faye 

Peggy Moore 

Sid Lang’s Orch 
Terrace Gardens 
Chas Agnew Orch 
Stanley Jacobson 
Dusty Rhodes 
Emily DeSalvi 
Jack Read 

Vanity Fair 

Hank Lishin 

Bliss Lewis & Ash 
Bobbie ‘“T’xas’ Cook 





Jinette Vallon 
Romo Vincent 





William 


contract with 





Grace 


CONTRACT APPROVAL SOUGHT 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
Morris agency has peti- 
tioned Superior court to approve its 


Poggi, 18, 


dancer and actress, whereby the girl 
is guaranteed 26 weeks’ work during 
the next vear at $75 a week. 
Contract contains options for the 
next four years at the same figure. 
Will be heard Nov. 6. 
appearing for the Morris: office. 


Martin Gang 





stab at all three now. Miss Fox 
is being used onl “-r th» English 
version. Loaned by U for 80 jays, 
she made the 7,000-mile trip from 
the Coast in 12 days, arriving plenty 
limp. She once, in ‘Lost Sheep,’ 
worked as the only American in an 
all-English cast, but that was on 
Broadway. 

The lot is a brdlam of tongues, 
with half of them not even knowing 
what ‘silence’ means. 

On technical side the thing hag 
its headches, too. Equipment in 
Franco studio is Gaumont Peterson. 
‘Quixote’s’ portable unit is Western 
Electric and in Paris, too, this is to 
be used. W.E. no like mixture cut 
into negative. 

Young Chaliapin is bossing the 
lot on the basis of a couple of years 
around Hollywood studios. He once 
did bits under Barrymore. He's 28. 

He's supposed to have raised the 
dough for ‘Don Quixote’ and to 
have tied up his dad with an $18,000 
advance. G. W. Pabst, ace German 
director, is calling signals in his hu- 
morless way. 

Americans, Germans, French, Enge- 
lish and Russians are in the com- 
pany, with the dough chiefly English 
under name of Nelson Films. 

Sylvia Thompson is acting p.a. 
with Chris Mann in London doing 
the general plugging. 

Jannings Trouble, Too 

S. A. Robinson, chief of the: old- 
line resort correspondents, took a 
bit in the cast, writing his routine 
resort stuff in the waits. He 
snapped some informal studio stills 
which English rags gobbled up. Big 
shots burned, and Robbie walked. 
He’d been sore anyway when in 


posing for a still Sidney Fox re-~- 
fused to take off sun glasses on are ° 


riving from Hollywood. 

Casting kinda crazy., Every- 
body from E. P. Oppenheim’s sec 
to American Consul was asked for 
aid. Latter recruited newspaper 
scribes, which was how Robbie got 
in. 

Jannings on ‘Les Adventures due 
Roi Peusole’ not finding things 
much easier than Chaliapin. Jan- 
nings wanted mob for regal scenes, 

His aides went to Russian quar- 
ter of Nice and got hundreds. A 
Frenchman tipped off cops who later 
came down on extras for their work- 
ing papers. Few had them, as 
they’re hard to get. Result all were 
fined and none paid by studio on 
cops’ orders. One girl had 300 
francs (12 bucks) due her. 

As producer hadn't time to round 
up another mob he passed up the 
scene. Things like that make Nice 
as the ‘Riviera Hollywood’ as re- 
mote as ever. 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


tested by Paramount for the ‘lion 
man’ part in ‘King of the Jung'le.’ 
Also tried out Ernie Caddell, Stan- 
ford player. 


Harold Roy atL&t 
Harold Roy is on from New York 
to take charge of the Lyons & 
Lyons office. Succeeds Rex Bailey 
whose contract has been settled. 





Returns from Personals 
Although Joe E. Brown returns 
Tuesday (1) from the east his next 
Warner picture, ‘Elmer the Great,’ 

will not start until December. 








Gable with Shearer 
Clark Gable will be opposite 
Norma Shearer in Metro’s ‘Prize 
Fighter and Lady,’ Frances Marion 
orig which Ralph Graves will supe. 


Three Months for Marion, Jr. 

George Marion Jr., is at Fox on 
a three months’ contract with op- 
tions to write dialog. ‘Her Majesty's 
Car’ first assignment. 





Horwin Adapting 

Jerry Horwin is adapting ‘I Was 
a Spy’ at Fox, an Elissa Landi pic- 
ture. a 
Eddie Grainger East 

Eddie Grainger left for New York 
Sunday (30) to arrange distribu- 
tion for a series of features he plans 
to produce independently. 
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Big Political Show 





(Continved from page 1) 


nas virtuatly been hung on a peg | 
until after the votes have 


counted, 


The Hoover-Roosevelt battle has | 


developed into a mammoth three- 
ring display from coast to coast. 
And shew business is caught in be- 
tween the radio broadcasts. Be- 
tween the air and newspaper ac- 
counts, citizens of all classes are 
paying less and less attention to 
standardized diversions as election 
day nears next Tuesday (8). 

The presidential campaigns, plus 
the gubernatorial elections in va- 
rious states, is socking theatres in 
all sections. Previously amuse- 
ments were only generally affected 
the week before a presidential elec- 
tion. But this year grosses have 
peen knocked down three weeks 
previous to the day of balloting. 
Broadway itself saw legit grosses 
suddenly drop $3,000. It was no 
better last week and it will be 
worse this week. The same about 
holds true for the picture theatres. 

Betting odds indicate the chang- 
ing chances of the candidates. A 
stock exchange house specializing 
in election bets quoted 13 to 5 on 
Roosevelt last week. Republican 
leaders declare the price false and 
claim that, at best, the Democratic 
ticket has no better edge than an 
8 to 5 proposition. 


Discount Straw Votes 


Straw vote polls are not now 
considered a reliable indication of 
the country’s trend for the reason 
that the ballots date back a month 
or more. The race is too keen for 
that and there are indications that 
the President and Roosevelt will 
reach the polls at even money 
among the betting fraternity. The 
Wilson-Hughes odds were 8 to 5 
on Wilson. In 1920 odds as high as 
20 to 1 were laid on Harding 
against Cox on the day of election. 
In 1924 citizens favoring Davis 
could get any price they asked 
from Calvin Coolidge adherents. In 
1928 the Hoover-Smith election day 
odds went as high as 15 to 1. 

The hotels in New York are suf- 
fering as much as theatres because 
the peasantry is hanging on the 
radio. Right new the theatres are 
discounting the attendance to be 
expected on election eve (next 
Monday) and the night of election. 
So far the ticket sales for these 
nights are a washout. Quite a 
@ehange from pre-radio presidential 


elections when the theatres were 
jammed. 
The New York contest for gov- 


been | 


| 


| ernor seems to be as intense as | 


that for the White House. 
Which Manhattan is also 
a mayor. 

The keenness of the current Hoo- 
ver-Roosevelt strife recalls a story 
in newspaper circles of the Wilson- 
Hughes climax. The then Gover- 
nor Hughes had headquarters at 
the Astor hotel, New York for the 
election. About midnight one of the 
press associations telephoned ask- 
ing to speak with the candidate. 

Sut the answer was that, ‘The 
President has gone to bed and can- 
not be disturbed. The Governor had 
retired with his “amily confident of 
his election but before the final re- 
turns from California had been re- 
ceived. 

‘It’s pretty 


electing 


important,’ said the 


newspaper man, ‘you'd better wake 
him up.’ 
‘The President cannot be dis- 


turbed,’ came the insistent answer. 

‘Well,’ was the reply, ‘when the 
President wakes up 
that he’s not the President.’ 





Ala. Near-Beer Repeal 


Birmingham, Oct. 31. 

With near-beer legalized and on 
sale at every soft drink stand for 
the first time since prohibition, Ala- 
bama furnishes a hint of how the 
rest of the 47 states will take the 
repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment and when. Repeal of the 
state law against near-beer was 
effected by the present extra session 
of the Alabama legislature. 

As the law was repealed by the 
legislature the rush was on for dis- 
tribution of the beer. It looked like 
a gold rush. One Milwaukee brew- 
ery had two cars of beer on a side 
track just south of Nashville, wait- 
ing for the law to be passed. Two 
other breweries rushed shipments 
into Birmingham by airplane. All 
night long the day after the bill 
was passed trucks heavily loaded 
with cases were coming into 


cases in three days after becoming 
legalized. The demand was pretty 
good at first but is now slipping. 
There is a state tax of three cents 
a bottle, 





12-piece 
the Club 


Edith Turnham § and 
band have opened at 
Royal, Los Angeles...Dave Mack’s 
band back at Paris Inn, L. A... 


Carol Hofner assembling a new 





band in Hollywood. 
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When Ladies Meet 


By RACHEL CROTHERS 


As rich in its humor as it is warm in 


its sympathy Eve. Post 


| ROYALE !««. W. 45th St.CH. 4-01 
as one of the 


Eves. 8:40. Mats. We oly 
Prices: $1 to $3, Including 

— season,.”’ 
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LAYHOUSE, 48 st. E.of B’y. BR. 9-2628 
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‘WASHINGTON 
MERRY-GO-ROUND’ 


with 
Lee Tracy 
Constance Cummings ; 


A Columbia Picture 
Daily to 2 P.M., 35¢; 
it P.M. to Close, 55¢ 

B’'WAY 
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Just a Wet Rehearsal 


| weekly which leaves little profit. 
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Set for Next Leap 


—— 


Santa Barbara, Oct. 31. 

In building up Santa Bar- 
bara’s campaign to boom the 
town as an exclusive hideout 
and resting place for those 
seeking 10-day mail order Mex- 
ican divorces, a spot is being 
built where those free of 
marital ties can start again 
with a new mate. 

Samarkand hotel, ritz hos- 
telry, is erecting a chapel for 
weddings. 


Rock Bottom Prices 
At Frisco Hotels to 
Snatch Show Trade 


San Francisco, Oct. 31. 
In their scramble for business, 
hotels which formerly had the pa- 











just tell him | ronage of show people, few of 


| whom get here these days, are go- 


|}ing the limit in encouraging troup- 


ers to use their facilities. 

The Governor, Dalt and Embassy 
have cut rates with some hotels 
now selling a room and bath at $4 


Last to go after the trade is the 
Ambassador which beats the others 
by offering in addition to low rates 
free pressing, laundry, breakfast 
and morning paper with a rule 
against tipping in receiving these 
gratuities. 

Hotels catering to the theatrical 
trade here are hoping for a revival 
of vaude. Lately about a dozen acts 
have been coming to town weekly in 
addition to the Fanchon & Marco 
units. If split up among the hotels, 
each would get about six people. 





Winter Puts Crimp in 
Dude Ranches of Reno 


Reno, Oct. 31. 


With freezing temperatures the 
Reno hotels and apartment houses 


Birmingham from out of the state.| are winning the battle with dude 
One distributor said he sold 3,000 | ranches 


for the divorce’ seek- 
ers’ trade. It has been a stiff fight 
all summer and the ranches appear 
to have copped the cream of the 
trade, and will probably repeat next 
spring and summer, but a muddy 
barn yard or a trick cowboy can't 
compete with a radiator when the 
temp hits below freezing. 

Hotel owners voice numerous 
complaints about the ranch com- 
petition pointing to the high taxes 
paid by the hotels as compared to 
the ranches, and it is possible that 
the legislature will be asked to do 
something about it. 

There are now about ten fully 
equipped dude ranches operating 
near Reno and they have gone into 
the entertainment business on a big 
scale putting on outdoor stuff in a 
big way. 





MARRIAGES 


Grace Sage Griffith, actress, 
Thomas H. Foss, non-pro, Oct. 
in Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Mamita Coleman Hayes, dancer, 
to Herbert Formas, artist, who has 
been sentenced to serve five years 
to life in San Quentin prison for 
robbery, Oct. 26 in Los Angeles. 
Mrs. Minnie ‘Ma’ Kennedy-Hudson 
performed the ceremony. 

Al Lewis, songwriter, announced 
he had eloped to Greenwich, Conn., 
March 25 with Evelyn Schacter of 
Brooklyn (non-pro). 

Donald Dunn, manager 
Publix Paramount theatre, 
Hazel Deriemaker, non-pro, Oct. 

Roy Kalver, manager of the Pub- 
lix United Artists theatre and Anita 
Shulman of Chicago, non-pro. Cere- 
mony held in Chicago Oct. 26. 

Fanny Tod Mitchell to S. A. Wol- 
ner, Reno, Oct. 27. Wedding fol- 
by only a few hours her 


to 
30 


of the 
married 
99 


mm 


| divorce from Leon Leonidoff, for- 


mer ballet master at the Roxy. 
Charles A. Klussman, musician, 
and Frances Guinan, dancer, both 


|of New York City, have filed mar- 


| riage 
} 


the 


intentions at Greenwich 


Conn. 





BIRTHS 


and Mrs. L. G. Kaufman, 
New York, Oct. 27. Mother is 
former Dorothy Dilley, of mu- 
comedy. 

] and Mrs. Frank B. 
(Hielen Twelvetrees), son, 
lyn, Oct. 26. 
(I 


Mr 


son, 


sical 
Mr. Woody | 
] Broo 


Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel L. Hes 
Ainda Watkins), son, Lenox Hill 


hospital, New York, Oct. 25. Father 


jis attorney for Hays organization | 


Jr.,} 


Tm Telling You 


WHAT A NOVELTY, REHEARS- 
ING, 


_ 





Reason 

After much re: 

| the reason 
| Paramount grill. 
| like the service. 


| By Jack 
| 
| 
| 
| 


search we found out 
Tucker left 
Al Lackey didn't 


Sophie 





Is Everybody Happy? 


Ted Lewis with a true 
story. 


returns 


Claims he was playing hearts in 
Rufe (matinee idol) Le Maire’s! 
Hollywood home and that Rufe got 
the queen of spades so often that he 
forgot where he was, jumped 
grabbed his hat and told the boys 
he was through and going home, 





Explanation 

We're very fond of the Yacht Club 
Boys and really should apologize 
for not mentioning them sooner. 
But to be strictly on the level, it 
took us all this time to find some- 
one who knew how to spell Mont- 
parnasse. And we won't take bets 
at that. 


High Class Straight 


At a club opening the other night 
Cliff (Jack Pearl’s straight man) 
Hall appeared in ‘tails’ while Jake 
was only in a business suit. Prov- 
ing that Pearl's success has gone 
to Hall’s wardrobe. 





Savo Salve 
Jimmy Savo suggests that you 
shouldn’t make fun of the rich. You 
may be rich some day yourself, 


Suggestion 
Friends inform that they want to 
know when we expect the family 
addition. They want to send the 
wife flowers. 
We suggest they send the old man 
cigars, he’ll be nervous, too, 


Sing Sing Humor 

Billy Glasen reports the yarn of 
the welfare worker visiting Sing 
Sing with the thought that there's 
some good in the worst of us. The 
little old lady spied a convict pet- 
ting a rat and remarked to the 
Warden that he had a kind face. 
‘Don’t be silly, he killed his mother,’ 
the Warden told her. 


This didn’t faze her and she 
walked over to the convict saying: 
‘You love animals, don’t you?’ 

To which the tough guy respond- 
ed: ‘You bet I do, he just bit the 
Warden.’ 


Sees All, Knows All 


George, the night phone operator 
at the Hotel Warwick, sees nothing 
but hears everything. 

It’s getting so that guests call him 
up to ask him where they were the 
night before. 


Just Can’t Help It 


We can’t resist. Must mention 
Milton Berle again. 
Milt tells that he was picked up 


for speeding, mentioned his name 





the | 


up, | 


Osterman 


fand the cop pinched him for hav~ 
jing a stolen car. 
Ostermania 

Even though it’s November, Billy 
|; LaHiff still has his frigid air system 
working in his Tavern....that’s on 
account of the hot arguments that 
zo on there after openings....And 
if you really want to know, the G in 
Edw. G. Robinson stands for his real 
monicker, Goldenburg....The pret- 
tiest set in town isa Billy Rose’s of- 
fice....And now that John Golden 
has decided to raise his prices on 
his Crothers’ success, would you 
| say that ‘He’s killing the Crothers 
that laid the Golden egg?’....ARE 
YOU READING? 


Sound Truck Precedes 
Va. G. 0. P. Motor Tour 
By the Whole Ticket 


Lynchburg, Oct. 31. 
Republican candidates, always 
| hard-pressed by Democrats in this 
state and in a tougher spot than 
usual this year because of the junk- 
ing of the redistricting act, making 
them all candidates at large, have 
organized the greatest political 
ballyhoo Virginia has ever known, 


Virtually the entire Republican 
State machine has been put on 
wheels to make a last minute swing 
through nearly every one of Vir- 
ginia’s 100 counties in the interest 
of seven congressional cahdidates 
and President Hoover. Sound trucks 
precede automobiles filled to the 
gunwales with G.O.P. big shots. 


The motorcade figures on cover- 
ing about 150 miles’ a day, with 
overnight stops in the big towns, 
In small towns the sound truck goes 
in an hour or so ahead of the barn- 
stormers and megs up an audience, 

Redistricting thing put the whole 
state in a stew. Supreme court of 
Virginia said the act, passed by this 
year’s legislature, was unconstitu- 
tional. The ruling placed all con- 
gressional candidates in the at- 
large class and made the state bal- 
lot a Chinese puzzle. 

All congressional candidates, as 
well as state G.O.P. leaders are in 
the caravan, 

Virginia went Republican in 1928 
for the first time since reconstruc- 
tion days. 




















Babe Didrikson Won't 
Turn Pro, but Will Tour 


Dallas, Oct. 31. 
Babe Didrikson, who admits to 
being a one-girl track team, will not 
turn professional but the insurance 
company of which she is a member 
is trying to book its femme baskct- 
ball quintet around the country this 





winter with Babe as the stellar at- 
traction. 
Letters have gone to colleges and 


schools regarding dates. The girl 
athlete, in this way, remains eligible 
|for the ’36 Olympics. Miss Didrik- 
| son first gained athletic attention as 
a basket tosser. 
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Now it’s Lydia Lindgren who is — ; 
ressing her suit against Otto Kahn, , A : - F _ . ° _ dkube Oo e eveland for New 
2 teat: by the compromise of the This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the York and will then double back 


Morini suit. Miss Lindgren’s claim 
is based on Kahn's asserted promise 
ef support if she came to America. 
Says she came over, but financial 
support was not forthcoming. 





Alma Gluck and Efrem Zimbalist 
refused to permit their young son to 
be educated for the platform, ac- 
cording to a story in ‘Good House- 
keeping. Story declared Miss Gluck 
said she would rather see him a 
bricklayer. 





Boris Kaplan, formerly Arch Sel- 
wyn's secretary, joins Robert Ste- 
phens, Inec., new producing firm. 





M. Tello Webb, actor, in hospital 
with possible fracture of the skull, 
internal injuries and cut hands. 
Result of a fall from a second story 
window. Wife explained he was 
subject to convulsions and had gone 
through the window. 





Lew Gensler working on the score 
of a new production. Won't say 
what it is, but it’s from a foreign 
source. 





Surrogate Foley has postponed 
the hearing on the dispute between 
Saul J. Baron and M. L. Erlanger 
to Nov. 7. 





Mrs. Marion R. Brazier, said to 
have been a picture actress at one 
time, walked out of the Clinton, 
N. J., penitentiary Monday (24), 
took a cab and was driven to the 
Washington Bridge. This is her sec- 
ond jail break in that state. Serving 
a term for forgery. 





‘Ballyhoo’ tickets on sale for six 
weeks in advance. 





Theatre Guild signs Ina Claire 
for its next production, ‘Biography.’ 

Lowell H. Brown who has a film 
showing the career of President 

oover, attaches $21,000 funds of 
the Republican. National Commit- 
tee in his suit charging they pro- 
duced duplicate copies in violation 
of their promise not to do so. 





John Golden hoists the orch seats 
for ‘When Ladies Meet’ from $3 
which included the tax to $3.85. 
Figured the speculators were get- 
ting most of the profit from his hit. 





Crosby Gaige was planning on 
Ina Claire for his ‘Angel,’ but she 
goes to the Theatre Guild and he’ll 
have to find someone else. 





Owen Davis has a new play all 
written save the title. Max Gor- 
don thinking of putting it on, 





Shuberts considering a ~ new 
French musical, ‘La Vie Athenienne’ 
for mid-season production. 





Reported that Marc Connelly will 
try his hand at production. 





Yvonne Evelyn Hughes, actress, 
found roaming New York streets 
around Williamsburg Bridge early 
Friday morning (28) clad only in 
pyjamas and without even slippers. 
Taken to Bellevue for examination. 
She had played in ‘Show Boat’ and 
the ‘Follies.’ In 1929 she married 
Gordon Godowski, son of the com- 
poser. 





Dorothy Hall receives a Mexican 
divorce from Neal Andrews, but ex- 
plains they are still good friends. 

Margaret Mayo invited to appear 
before the Reconstruction Finance 
Corp., and tell her plan for a toll 
highway between Riverside Drive 
and Bear Mountain. 








Mrs. Bertha Diamone Elari, for- 
mer picture actress, files two mo- 
tions in Brooklyn Supreme court 
to require her first husband to file 
his final decree of divorce against 
her. Husband's counsel explained 
failure to file was an oversight and 
said it would be done at once. Mrs. 
Elari figured in an alienation suit 
brought by the first wife. When 
Elari was divorced they went to 
California where they were mar- 
ried. Now she discovers that the 
marriage is technically illegal as 
Diamond failed to file the final pa- 
pers. Suit is to validate the sec- 
ond marriage and establish the 
legitimacy of her daughter. 





« Daniel Diminno, one of the three 
bandits who held up the Huntind- 
gon theatre and killed a constable, 
found guilty of manslaughter. Wil- 
bur Kennedy and John Davern 
found not guilly and released. 

Ralph G. Farnum, agent, in town 
for a few days. 





Settlement made 
breach of contract suit brought 
against William Hayes, Jr., his pa- 
rents and Vitaphone by Mrs. Irene 
T. Schultz, the boy’s manager. Mrs. 
Schultz sued to prevent the show- 
ing of two pictures made without 
her consent on a contract calling 
for 12 shorts. She also charged 
contempt of court in that Vitaphone 
had exhibited these. Settlement re- 


of the $25,000 


4 shoves the injunction in considera- 















daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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| tion of recognition of her rights as 
the boy’s agent. Lad has been mak- 
ing shorts at the Brooklyn Warner 
studio. 


N. Y. Opera Comique to suspend 
operations this season to conserve 
the treasury. 


Izzy Einstein, former dry sleuth, 
has written a book. 





Charles Hackett, tenor, signs for 
Shubert’s revival of ‘Land of 
Smiles.’ Says he is not through with 
grand opera. 


Motion pictures of an undraped 
woman doing handstands and other 
athletic stunts were thrown out in 
the Camden (N. J.) court last week 
to disprove the claims of Mrs. Dor- 
othy Rosenthal, of Atlantic City, 
that she had been permanently dis- 
abled in a wreck on the Pennsyl- 
vania R. R. Shots were made by 
railroad detectives, who contended 
they were taken at a party after the 
accident. Judge saw the picture 
and decided ‘no case.’ 


Lyda Rober'i back in N. Y. and 
rehearsing with Aarons & Freedley 
musical. 


Stokowski, leader of Philadelphia 
symphoy, working to perfect a set 
of electrically controlled orchestra 
instruments which will not get out 
of tune. 


Actors’ Dinner Club without a 
N. Y. home temporarily, but issuing 
dinner tickets good at another res- 
taurant in the Times Sq. sector. 
Hopes to have a new location soon. 
Was in the basement of Loew’s 
State building. 


Ray K. Bartlett and Edgar Allen 
have taken a two-year lease on the 
Mansfield theatre. 


William Butler Yeats, Irish poet 
and playwright, here on his first 
visit in 12 years. Will go on lecture 
tour. 


Dramatists’ Guild, of the Authors’ 
League, held election Wed. (26). Ed- 
ward Childs Carpenter is the new 
prez with George S. Kaufman, v-p. 
Others are Sig. Romberg, chairman 
of the board; Percival Wilde, sec.; 
Marc Connelly, treas. 





S. Hurok announces that he is 
bringing Balieff and the ‘Chauve- 
Souris’ to this country next season. 
Gilbert Miller had announced he was 
negotiating with the conferencier 
for an operetta. 


Gilbert Gabriel of the ‘American’ 
and Jay Gorney, composer, making 
former’s ‘I, James Lewis’ into an 
opera. Story of the Joh. Jacob 
Astor fur company. 


Norman §S. Carroll, brother of the 
‘Vanities’ head, gives up his lease 
on the Manhattan theatre. Had in- 
tended to do ‘Black Water’ there, 


Elizabeth Miele announces Pedro 
De Cordoba for her ‘Jamboree’ cast, 
but the actor says it must be two 
other fellers. 


Dodd, Mead & Co. suing Conrad 
Bercovici about something. Reason 
for suit not made public. 


Lilyan Tashman, who lost her 
appendix in a Brooklyn hospital, 
discharged as convalescent. 


Post office receipts for September 
were $1,000,000 below figures for 





same month last year, 


Metro gets ‘Clear Adsl Wires,’ 
Speewack comedy produced by 
Shumlin. Now angling for ‘I Loved 


You Wednesday,’ which it wants for 
Norma Shearer. 





late Enrico Caruso 
finally settled after 11 years of 
court arguments. Surrogate cleared 
Mrs. Dorothy Caruso Ingraham of 
all charges of improper recording. 


Estate of 





Sig Romberg will leave for Paris 
early next month to stage ‘Rose of 
Paris.’ 


Washburn, of the Pal- 
ace and Mayfair press dept., goes 
to the Martin Beck in a similar 
capacity. 


Charles 





Irving and Mrs. Berlin back from 
Europe. 





Shuberts planning to revive ‘The 
Silent House,’ probably at the Am- 
bassador. 





William Fox plans Delaware suits 
to sustain his talking picture pat- 
ents. Both electrics and leading 
producers included in the suits, 


New Amsterdam to get the Don 
Marquis play, ‘The Dark Hours.’ To 








open about Nov. 14 under manage- 
ment of Lodewick Vroom. 





That Aarons & Freedley musical 
gets a name at last. To be known 
as ‘Pardon My English.’ 


‘Tompkins Corners,’ radio play 
backed by NBC, quits road tour. 





Don Marquis, columnist, dra- 
matist and fiction writer, went 
temporarily blind last week, due to 
overwork. He was stricken Thurs- 
day (27), at the Players’ club. 
Yesterday (Mon.) his condition was 
reported to be much improved. Re- 
cently he has been attending the re- 
hearsals of ‘The Dark Hours’ in ad- 
dition to his regular work and the 
strain was too great. 


Coast 


Charging her husband made pre- 
mature burial plans, after a beating 
by him had put her in the hospital, 
won a divorce in L. A. for Ellen E. 
Yenny from her husband, Edward 
D., studio carpenter. 








Loans totaling $443 were made by 
Carmen Sherer to Theodore and 
Alexander Kosloff, dancers, she 
charges in an L. A. court action to 
collect $376, balance unpaid. 





Aimee Semple McPherson and J. 
Roy Stewart have filed an appeal in 
the State Supreme Court from a 
$10,000 judgment obtained by Har- 
vey H. Gates, writer, after trial be- 
fore Superior Judge Crum, L. A. In 
his suit Gates claimed he had done 
work in connection with the produc- 
tion of a proposed film and was 
never paid. 





Judgment for $1,475 in favor of 
Jack Perrin, cowboy actor, was 
given by Municipal Judge Kincaid, 
L. A., in the player’s suit against 
Robert J. Horner, producer. Perrin 
charged that he was paid only $1,425 
on $2,900 earned. 





Damages of $873 to furniture and 


Goulding and his wife in an L. A. 
Municipal Court action filed by 
Faye Wheeler Fewel, owner of the 
Beverly Hills residence formerly 
occupied by the director. 





Returning to her home from the 
hospital, where she was treated for 
a nervous breakdown, Katheryn 
Carver admitted that differences be- 
tween herself and husband, Adolphe 
Menjou, were finakL No divorce 
complaint yet filed. 





William Forcade, stage technician, 
is suing Warners in L. A. for $32,- 
800 damages. Charges he was seri- 
ously injured in a fall from a set 
on the Warner ranch, 





Searching tn the darkness behind 
the sets at the Phoenix studio, Hol- 
lywood, for the manager, in hopes 
of landing a job as property man, 
Thomas Thill fell through an open- 
ing and into the basement, 40 feet 
below. Seriously injured. 





After denial that she allowed her 
boy friend to scrub her back, Helen 
Esther Rhynard’s divorce suit was 
taken under advisement by lL. A. 
Superior Judge H. Parker Wood. 
She seeks to break marital ties with 
Joseph J. Rhynard, motion picture 
electrician, 





Divorce granted Florence Court- 
ney, in Reno, from George Jessel on 
char,7;e of neglect. 


Although her husband, Bert Gor- 
don, stage comedian, might be funny 
on the stage, Edna Wheaton charged 
in her separate maintenance suit in 
L. A., that days would pass without 
him even talking to her. She was 
granted $35 a week alimony pending 
trial and $250 attorney's fees. 





Robert Kurrle, Warners’ chief 
cameraman, is recovering following 
a sinus operation. 





Settlement of, $800 closed the $30,- 
982 suit of June Bupp, dancer and 
violinist, against Edwin M. Shaw, 
jr., and his father. Dancer charged 
she was injured while on an auto 
ride with the youth. 





Charge of gambling and drinking 
on borrowed money won a divorce 
in lL. A. for Patty Kinney, actress, 
from Harry A. Shutan, actor. 


Damages of $30,050 sought by Vi- 
vienne Sengler, former writer and 
actress, in L. A. against Attorney 
Raymond W. Stewart were denied 
by Judge Wood. Plaintiff charged 








$450 in rent are asked of Edmund, 
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that the lawyer had failed to prop- 
erly prosecute a $100,000 suit for 
alleged defamation of character. 


To satisfy a judgment for $9,700 
in favor of Dr. Gurn Stout, the bank 
account of Tom Mix and his salary 
at Universal were attached by 
George Barton deputy ,chief of the 
sheriff's civil department. 

Damage to the yacht which she 
chartered to Warners for picture 
work totalled $9,198, according to 
suit filed in Superior court, L. A.,, 
by Mrs. Grace Scripps Clark John- 
son. 





Nora Schiller, 'Frisco radio singer, 
flew to Los Angeles to attend the 
trial in Superior court, of the $50,- 
000 damage suit brought by her 
mother, Christine Schiller, against 
the Pacific Electric railway over 
the death of her father. 


Injured by a stampeding herd of 
eattle, Clinton Sharp, double for 
George O’Brien, recovering at So- 
nora, Calif., near where he was hurt. 


After testifying before Superior 
Judge Dudley Valentine, L. A. that 
her husband, Walter L. Gerke 
blackened her eyes, Alice Baxter, 
actress, granted a divorce. 





Claiming that his stock in Charles 
Chaplin Film Corp., is worth only 
$1,657,316 instead of $7,297,334 as as- 
sessed by Los Angeles county, 
Charlie Chaplin has petitioned the 
Superior court, L. A., for a refund 
of $11,280 taxes paid under protest. 


Suit in Municipal court, L A., 
charges Rosco Ates and his wife 
owe R. Dell $1,104 on an open mer- 
chandise account. 





When his car collided with a 
truck near Torrance, Calif., Lee 
Duncan, owner of the dead Rin Tin 
Tin, was seriously injured. 


Reno divorce granted to Fannie 
Todd Mitchell, St. Louis playwright, 
from Leon Leonidoff, stage pro- 
ducer. 





‘No Limit’ gambling house at the 
La Boheme Cafe raided by Los An- 
geles county sheriff's vice detail. 
Four dealers arrested with tables 
and a roulette wheel confiscated. 


Warrant Officer Delmer had a sur- 
prise for Helen Gahagan when she 
called at the Georgia street police 
station, L. A., for her lost Pekingese. 
He presented the actress with a 
summons for speeding. 


Don Mullally, Jr., son of a War- 
ner writer, has been bound over to 
Superior court, L. A., following a 


hearing before Municipal Judge 
Wilbur C. Curtis. Two elderly per- 
sons were killed when their car 


crashed with that of the youth. 





Contract of Eleanor Holm, Olym- 
pic backstroke champ with Warners, 
was approved by Superior Court 
Judge Wood of L. A. Ticket calls 
for a starting salary of $300 week- 
ly, which goes to $2,000 at the end of 
seven years. 


Mid-West 


Cleveland stagehands were sweat- 
ing at plenty extra for overtime to 
learn the complicated cues of ‘The 
Man Who Reclaimed His Head’ 
opening at the Ohio theatre. Came 
on the heels of ‘Strange Interlude,’ 
which isn’t exactly a pinochle holi- 
day for stagehands either. 











‘Fresh, decisive and well-balanced’ 
write the St. Louis music critics 
apropos of the first concert of the 
Symphony there. Audience was 
somewhat meagre but very recep- 
tive. 





Jack Haussman, Hollywood scen- 
arist, flew from the Coast to Cleve- 
land to view the production at the 
Playhouse of his new piece, ‘A Very 
Great Man.’ 





Betty Offie]d, granddaughter of 
William Wrigley, gum manufactur- 
er, radio sponsor, baseball tycoon, 
is going into the wilds of Kentucky 
as a frontier nurse. She’s weary 
of teas and Chicago society and 
wants to get next to reality. 





Empress, Cincinnati, was not 
blown up but somebody evidently 
had plotted that it should be. Two 
bombs which would be set. off 
through a janitor’s broom were dis- 
covered in the theafre which has 
had labor difficulties. House is 
dedicated to burlesque. 





‘The Mikado’ was a much re- 
vived piece in Chicago last week. 
While DeWolf Hopper was appear- 
ing at the Women’s Club theatre in 





j}at the RKO 105th Street 


Hollywood where he will 


Lo 
: , £9 into a 
forthcoming F-M unit. n 


He has be« 

theatre, 
From his sanctuary in Brooklyn, 

N. Y., Alfredo Salmaggi telegraphed 


to Asst. State’s Atty. Edwin Dur- 
ficy, of Chicago, assurance that he 
had not absconded but merely dge- 


parted suddenly for a rest. He 
would return to Chicago and make 
good the 1.0.U. for $100 which he 
left in the Studebaker boxoffice 
when his grand opera troupe failea 
to open. There was no embezzle- 
ment, just a few N.S.F. checks that 





the impresario would in due time 
redeem, 
Moissaye Boguslawskl, Chicago 


piano pounder, leaped into the pub- 
lic prints by assuring President 
Hoover that 1,000,000 musicians 
would vote for him. Few musicians 
seem to have heard about Moissaye, 





Charles Halloway, who painted 
the original murals in the oid Au- 
ditorium, Chicago, was busy last 
week on scaffolding retouching and 
restoring the murals. Meanwhile 
the property owners have placed 
the building in repair hoping to get 
theatrical or concert attractions, 





John J. Garrity, Shubert rep in 
Chi, put in a public rap against the 
‘Dixiana’ showboat which is being 
promoted by another Chicago show- 
man, Ed Wappler. 





John Alden Carpenter, composer- 
business man, did a Bernie when 
he stated, ‘I am no pianist. I'll 
just try to start and finish with the 
orchestra.’ This was in connection 
with his appearance as guest artist 
at the Chicago Symphony. 


and Mayor Cermak 
were jointly interviewed over 
WCEL, Chicago. Her father comes 
from the same part of Europe as 
does the mayor. Pola said she will 


Pola Negri 


J start another picture in Hollywood 


during December. 





Ss. L. Huntley, cartoonist of 
‘Meseal Ike,’ cowboy comic strip, 
will be official time keeper at the 
Ak-Sar-Ben rodeo in Omaha, 


J. E. Goldblatt is president of an 
alleged John Boles Fan Club of 
Chicago. They sent him a letter 
on his birthday last week. 


Irene Castle McLaughlin lost her 
first claim to escape taxation on the 
Orphans of the Storm shelter for 
friendless dogs, She asserts and 
will seek to establish at law that as 
a charitable institution her Deere 
field, Ill., haven for wayward mutts 
can’t be made to contribute to the 
support of politicians. 


Despite a co tinuous business 
partnership in Merry Garden ball- 
room, Chicago, Ethel Kendall sued 
Jack Lund for divorce on _ the 
grounds he deserted her 11 years 
ago. They have occupied the same 
business office all that while. ‘De- 
sertion’ applies to the bed and board 
part of their marriage. Meanwhile, 
both continue to run the profitable 
dancehall and she waives alimony. 


Owen Moore, playing vaude dates 


through the midwest, suffering 
from flu and high blood pressure 
together. 





Frank Barden, tenor with Greeter 
Gaw’s serenaders, was nabbed in 
Chicago on a wife abandonment 
warrant from Bay City, Mich. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


(Continued from page 33) 


overture by Lou Forbes, with Lee 
Mason doing plenty for it with his 
vocals. Forbes’ light overture this 
week is in place of his usual come 
bination heavy and light. Mason 
sings ‘Please’ and ‘Turn Out the 
Lights’ in a nice youthful manner. 
Second section, ‘Shine,’ with a hot 
arrangement, features Max Lieb 
playing a hot fiddle; Georgie Rose 
with steel guitar; Jimmie Garganos 
hot trumpet, and Abe Lincoln, ditto 
on the trombone. Entire number 
over for more bows than the entire 
stage show. ; 

Opening shows the girls im 
patches costume. Bok Stickney does 
his stilt dance. Altitude doesn’t 
seem to bother him. Girls’ patches 
portrait done before, but always et- 
fective. toy Rodgers’ drunk bit 
started mildly and closed strong 
with his acrobatics. 

Ayers, Rene and Co. with novelty 
adagio, plus a radium effect, is 
pretty and different, but still no 
sock. Stone and Lee next and clos- 
est to a sock, with some very nicé 
material. Nice looking girl. 

Next a ‘Maid of the Mist’ ballet, 
with the girls using the stage ele- 
vator to come out of the bottom of 
the scenic waterfalls. Jean Deve- 
reaux making her entrance in the 
middle of this number via the same 
route and into her very well done 
ballet technique. 

Merle Clark’s organ solo was dif- 
ferent, dressed as a witch, and got 
the Hallowe'en spirit across — 

see. 
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Broadway 


Sam Saxe hates fast driving. 

Fred Keating into the Hollywood 
restaurant show, 

Gus Van into the 
nitery for a run, 

Howard Hughes’ funny hair cut 
the result of a bet. 

Merry Go Round, new night place, 
has a revolving bar. 

Jim Lundy back from an upsiate 
tour for the Skourases. 

Irving Aaronson back from the 
Coast. Broke his own time driving 
back. : 

Morris Gest made his debut in the 
Tavern last Friday, his first time 
in that spot. 

Although they entertain nightly, 
neither Abe Lyman or his mgr., Bob 
Goldstein, take a sip. 

‘Mayor’ Joe Harris of WB now 
handing out campaign cigars with 
his title printed on the bands. 

Marchese Cesare Origo from the 
Coast sailing Nov. 2 for Paris and 
Rome to sync foreign pix abroad. 

Ted Claire is driving to the Coast, 
with F. & M. in view, which makes 
him the only m. c. now on the road. 

Latest ‘times are so tough’ gag 
is that those dollar a year men are 
asking for their jobs back again at 
50c. 

First horse and wagon on Broad- 





Village Barn 


way in weeks jammed up traffic 
when the. delivery. buggy broke 
down. 


jack Harvey, Schnozzle Durante’s 
personal rep, took advantage of 
Schnoz’s Honolulu trip to fly into 
town for 10 days on biz. 

Tuxedo theatre, Bronx, which has 
a femme manager in Olga Swert- 
low, now has a femme assistant 
manager, Marjorie Lou Mirras. 

Jack Osterman’s commentary on 
a stage woman who’s inclined to 
avoirdupois that a few more pounds 
and she'll be good - vd the radio. 

Nicholas Troila, Pittsburgh vaude- 
ville booker, is opening a New York 
office in addition to his Smoky City 
branch. Shep Woldman’s with him. 

Gabe Yorke can now pick up a 
handkerchief off the ground while 
racing on horseback, and _ also 
whistle ‘Yankee Doodle’ at the same 
time. 

The Jack Peglers (Lord & 
Thomas), who are expectant as of 
Nov. 15, call it their ‘blue ribbon 
baby,’ as the last one was eight 
years ago. 

Somebody figured Sid Garry’s 
double talk and Pete Mack’s dialect 
stuff would make a great lunch table 
routine, but the boys wound up 
burning at each other. 

Though it was a Vitaphone party 
going out to preview the Roscoe 
Arbuckle short at the Tivoli, New- 
ark, an outsider, Bill Demarest, 
picked up the check in Sardi’s. 

In Brooklyn, a florist who took 
the bankruptcy route is labeled 
Czeslaw Szachacz, also known as 
Czeslaw Szachogluchowitz, but to 
make it easy also known as Chester 
Szachacz. 

An elephant in last week’s circus 
bill at the Palace crashed through 
a window of Meyer Gerson’s restau- 
rant, which adjoins the Palace al- 
ley, and almost landed in Sophie 
Tucker’s lap. 

Jack Osterman expects to be a 
father any second, he says. Mary 
Daly Osterman will be the mother 
gzome time in Nov., but ooh how 
Jack is suffering—especially since 
he’s a legit in ‘Great Magoo.’ 


| Montreal 


Fe seen recital sell-out Sunday 
80). 

Vance Obyrne heading for Holly- 
wood. 

Chris Ellis hitting on high with 
hewscast. 

Ten per cent pay slash second in 
six months, all over city. 

BE. LeMessurier, noted cartoonist, 
died here Thursday (27). 

Chez Maurice putting up front 
with big time engagements. 

Gordie Sinclair autographing his 

ok at Eaton’s. Is sell-out. 

Montreal Orchestra started third 
@eason Sunday (30) with S.R.O. 

Q.L.C, call in all price lists with 
Promise to reduce cost of whisky. 

Gene Lipsett-Skinner, Montreal’s 
Premiere sob-sister, out of hospital. 

Geof Hewelcke says ‘l’ is mute, 
but they can’t pronounce it even 
then. 

Tourists begin to come in with 
skis, but summer still around these 
parts. 

B. M. Garfield named president 
North End Business Men’s Asso- 
Giation. 

Ben Norrish, Associated Screen 
News, starts export of Canadian 
one-reel shorts. 

_ Charlie Dornberger throwing se- 
fies of musical try-outs in search 
for local talent. 

Betting at province of Quebec 
racetracks this year down 39% as 
¢ompared with 1931. 

_Elmer Ferguson, by-lined and 
mugged in ‘Herald,’ called Grant- 
land Rice of Canada. 

‘Cosy Grill,’ Montreals nearest 
approach to Harlem nite clubs, 
©pens with Creole Revue. 

Jim McDonagh, referee-baiter 
€nd manager’s bete noir, opens 
Campaign with kind words all 
around, 














Joe Sullivan around again. 


John Southern won heavy fiu 
bout. 

Bobby Howes’ father died sud- 
denly. 


Alfred Zeitlin down with ptomaine 
poison. 


Lea Seidl around again, fully re- 
covered. 


Tom Walls training greyhounds 
as a sideline. 


London hotels sticking steadfastly 
to universal rate. 


Lance Lister making early morn- 
ing call on Swaffer. 


Godfrey Tearle’s 
final decree Oct. 17. 


Saturday gala nights in cabarets 
becoming the fashion. 


Bobby Howes the youngest thea- 
tre director in London. 


Percy Athos producing 
troupes at Murray’s club. 

Albert Carson, French agent, now 
with Sidney Burns office. 

. Ernest Thesiger, while not acting, 
exhibits own water colors. 

Dave Apollon may play Italy for 
fortnight prior to going home. 

Jack Hylton and Boys off for a 
seven week’s Continental tour. 

Diana playing return in London, 
three weeks at the Monseigneur. 

Henry Sherek too busy to take 
his long-promised American trip. 

Clarkson Rose asking for release 
from compere at Victoria Palace. 

Celia Adler doing a clean-up at 
the Jewish Pavilion, Whitechapel. 

Julian Rose now a permanent 
with British International Pictures. 

Joe Friedman, Columbia’s Euro- 
pean head, making his presence felt 
here. 

Dan Fish giving up his vaudeville 
connections and concentrating on 
films. 

Caviare Bar, after folding, re- 
opened again under new manage- 
ment. 

Constance Carpenter replacing Ivy 
Tresmand in new Piccadilly theatre 
show. 

Ronald McKenzie, deceased au- 
thor of ‘Musical Chairs,’ left around 
$12,000. 

Cochran looking for theatre to 
stage a German musical starring 
Delysia. 

Buddy Bradley staging dances for 
British & Dominion’s ‘Little Damo- 
zel’ film. 

Every time there is a new idea in 
continuous vaudeville Bert Aza 
claims it. 

George Golden is sending the 
Kitchen Pirates to Hamburg and 
Frankfurt. 

Sybil Vane applauding friend hus- 
band, Lee Donn, from box at Vic- 
toria Palace. 

Nervo and Knox film postponed, 
due to illness of Louis Blattner, who 
is producing. 

Thomas Pellatt’s comedy, ‘Dizzy,’ 
closed at the Westminster Oct. 15 
after 10 days. 

Glenn Ellyn to play comedy lead 
in the new Lucien Sammett musical 
at the Piccadilly. 

Ralph Coram, son of the ventrilo- 
quist, dabbling in the agency busi- 
ness as side line. 

Elsa Newell snatching a couple of 
days to Paris, in midst of ‘After 
Dinner’ rehearsals. 

Tom Arnold reputed to make more 
money than all provincial revue pro- 
ducers put together. : 

Kid Berg staging real fight in 
‘Money Talks,’ British International- 
Julian Rose picture, 

Jessica Tandy, young star of 
‘Children in Uniform,’ to marry Jatk 
Hawkins of ‘Service.’ 

Helen Gray parts with her horse 
during gallop in Rotten Row, and 
Helen blames the horse. 

Leslie Bloom re-elected president 
of the Gallery First Nighters Club 
for ninth successive year. 

Judy Kelly, Australian, has been 
engaged by British International 
Pictures on long-term contract, 

At trade show of ‘Rasputin’ at 
the Piccadilly the notorious monk’s 
daughter was present, unmoved. 

British Broadcasting Co. framing 
a ‘command’ broadcast, with Billy 
an? Elsa Newell only Americans to 
appear. 

Tom Titt responsible for new cur- 
tain design at Kingsway theatre for 


wife granted 


girl 


opening of Emil Ludwig’s ‘Ver- 
sailles.’ 
tosemary Ames out of new 


Londsdale-Butt show, scheduled for 
Phoenix, with Adrianne Allen re- 
placing. 

Regent theatre going films after 
reconstruction. House originally 
music hall, latterly twice nightly 
repertory. 

Fred Buick with New Regal pic- | 
ture house, Golder’s Green, out, 
with management claiming he is too 
American. 

Lord Rothermere and his secre- 
tary at Prince of Wales continuous 


Violet Loraine breaking into films. | 


CHATTE 


, Betty Nutthall housekeeping for her 
|} mother’s hotels. 

British International Pictures are 
asking 50% sharing on ‘Maid of the 
| Mountains’ instead of the usual 33, 
and are getting it. 

Alan Dwan’s ‘Her First Affaire,’ 
parts to be shot at Henley, were 
canceled, due to weather vagaries. 
Sets now made for studio shots. 

Leslie Henson latest booked by 
Alexander Korda for London Films 
Production, ‘Girl from Maxims,’ to 
be produced in Paris. Salary, $8,000 
and expenses, 





Vienna 


Anne Roselle at the Volksoper, 
singing Wagner and Italian opera. 
he has gone dark to recuperate and 
will open again in a fortnight. 

First theatre to go broke in new 
season is Komoedie. Manager says 

Waschel, proprietor of Vienna's 
most important ticket agency, sued 
for embezzlement and breach of 
promise. Sentenced to 10 months 
in prison. 

Yo-yo game absolute eraze. 
Grown-ups walk about the Ring- 
strasses making the little disk dance 
on its string. Competition with big 
prizes arranged everywhere. 

Gerhardt Hauptman, here for pre- 
miere of his ‘Before Dusk,’ still 
wears the grey derby which he ap- 
peared in 50 years ago, at the pre- 
miere of his first play, ‘After Dawn.’ 

Cammerlohr’s ‘Tempo ueber loo,’ 
in rehearsal at Josefstaedter thea- 
tre, taken off again. Cammerlohr is 
pseudonym for Nandor Ujhely, emi- 
grant Hungarian author, who has 
been sentenced several times for 
immorality. Anonymous letters 
threatened management with scan- 
dal if piece was put on. 


Loop 


Jean Paul King writing a novel. 

Ping-pong parlors for the public 
increasing. 

Jack Page and Frances Dale to 
New York. 

A. E. Root, old-time agent, living 
in Milwaukee. 

Fred Barto in advance of Metro's 
‘Strange Interlude.’ 

Mrs. Howard Thurston suffering 
from a nervous breakdown. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ chorus girls no 
longer roller skate to the theatre, 

Nathalia Gearzon handling cos- 
metics for Universal Radio Produc- 
tions. 

Jack and Jill Players (kids) have 
resumed their plays for doting pa- 
rents, 

Ben Ehrlich, now a _ conimuter, 
misses the 8:24 by 30 seconds every 
morning. 

Pola Negri made rehearsal at the 
State-Lake memorable for the fire- 
works she provided. 

Harlan Ware has sold a 2d ar- 
ticle to ‘Collier’s’ and Mrs. Ware is 
singing in ‘The Mikado.’ 

Elwyn Strong and Violet Man- 
ning motored in from Fremont, 
Nebraska, their home lot. 

Oscar O. Shea, Waukegan stock 
impresario, in town seeking a suc- 
cessor to leading man Jimmy Bil- 
lings. 

Don Hoobler visiting from Bloom- 
ington, Ill, where he has recuper- 
ated from the illness that made him 
take sick leave of Publix. 

Jim Christy looked over Racine. 

Charley (not RKO) Freeman 
opens his Institute Players this 
week with ‘Beggar on Horseback.’ 

Milo Bennett sold the amateur 
rights of ‘Ghostly Fingers,’ by Wall 
Spence, and ‘Before Breakfast,’ by 
Allen Leiber, 
printer. 











San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 





‘32 Food Show grossed $9 over 
last year’s. 

Sally Hobson's x-rays turned out 
just dandy. 

Lloyd Yoder officiating at buncha 
football games. 

Two to one bets that Fox re- 
opens within a month. 


Walt Roesner’s an expert. 

In town: Howard Milholland, 
manager of KGA, Spokane. 

Johnny ‘Coffee Dan’ Davis hopes 
to get back in harness soon. 

Arnold Sheuerman’s American 
scenic studios damaged $20,000 by 
fire. 

Former legit treasurers working 
in option booths of horse and dog 
tracks. 

A. P. Archer, new district mana- 
ger Educational-World Wide, look- 
ing over Film Row. 

Milton Abraham Cohen, a gen- 
eral in Chinese army, got his first 





revue, with management unaware 
of his presence. 
Tennis stars turning to work, | 





Eileen Bennett in a beauty parlor, ' 


newspaper interview upon docking 
here, 
Elisa Landi here en route 


| Sacramento for info on Mayan his- 


tory which she will include in her 
new book. 


to a Minneapolis | 





| Riviera 


By Frank Scully 





James Joyce here. 

Mary Garden at Monte. 

George Antheil revising ‘Candide. 

Brand Whitlocks in winter quar- 
ters, 

Cochroach races pulled season out 





of red. 

Sidney Fox crying for American 
cawfee. 
. Eighteen picture houses now open 
in Nice, 

Mistinguette’s nite club about 


| broke even. 
Grand Duke Alexander in a dying 
condition at Menton, 


Gould’s Nice Casino now not 
opening until December. 

Emma Goldman washed out of 
her St. Tropez hideaway. 

Somerset Maugham says his 
brain is dead after one o'clock. 


| When you ask for Chaliapin they 


trot out Feodor, Jr., on the ‘Don 
Quixote’ lot. 
Edouard de Mertz now p.a. for 





;} the Knickerbocker and the Sesam, 
ltwo niters at Monte Carlo. 
Floods, mistrals, sirrocos and 
| Washouts generally giving Riviera 
plenty of black eye publicity. 

Rex Ingram, now back from Lon- 
don after ‘Baroud’ opening, figuring 
on producing another sanduner. 

Trolley tracks all torn up between 
Nice and Monte Carlo, but at least 
one sap still gets killed a week for 
goofy bike riding. 

Dumb dentist tried to pull roots 
of a tooth from Kay Boyle's patri- 
cian pan and yanked silvers of her 
jaw bone, instead. 

Skip Scully, to whom his old 
man’s ‘Fun in Bed’ is dedicated, is 
currently laughing off bronchial 
pneumonia and diphtheria at Len- 
val hospital. 

Ralph Korngold has chucked biz 
again in Chi and come over here 
|for another crack at novel writing, 
| giving himself six months this time 
| instead of two years. 

Zamiatin, Russian romancer, who 
used ‘We’ as a title four years be- 
fore Lindbergh did, is asking how 
much he should ask Hollywood for 
his book and script services. 

Frab the credit committee already 
has France as the father of Yo Yo, 
pundits proving game was played 
in ‘Le Marriage de Figaro’ and was 
invented here in 1791, the first 
craze lasting 30 years. 

Practically every picture house in 
Nice has been re-interior decorated 
this year, the last being the Tivoli, 
which also had its face lifted, and 
Walls and 





is now the Capitole. . 
tewer once housed a _ medieval 
chapel. 





clin | 


Baby Rose Marie getting hot over 
a stiff game of old maid. 

John Nickels recovering from 
the minor auto tossabout. 

Edward Henkel is still the un- 
local legit 





disputed dean of the 
field. 
Sammy Cohen and Doris Roach 


spent a week here looking for rivals 
to take in bridge. 

Lillian Dietz leaves show business 
next week after 15 months as chief 
stenog at the Hipp. 

Ted Routson snaps his cheaters 
on and off, depending on whether 
he wants to be disguised or not. 

William K. Saxton is at his best 
when reminiscing about the old 
days with Jesse Lasky’s ‘Redheads.’ 

Even though George Jessel is 
playing a rival house, he and Izzy 
Rappaport drink coffee together 
friendly-like. 

Lou Rome redressing his uptown 
Rialto after having spent a couple 
of bushels of coin on the new col- 
ored Harlem. 

What with previews and exploita- 
tion, Lou Brown is finding himself 
getting to bed at 3 and up at 7, 
both in the a, m. 

Lew Brown still waiting 
opportunity to flip all the ‘way 
;}down to Washington, his home 
| town, since having been imported 
to Loew’s staff here. 

Dorothy Jordan and Lillian 
|held an impromptu reunion 





for an 





3ac 
here 


Yo-yo, Filipino toy, big rage here. | last week, both gals toed the line | 


| together some years ago for Chester 
| Hale at the N. Y. Capitol. 
At the behest of the traffic de- 
partment and the artistic members 
| of the city council town last week 
|issued an order against banners 
|} hung between buildings across the 
; Street, 

| Town popping with little theatre 
enterprises, both new and old, and 
drawing business. Particularly the 
Gilbert and Sullivan revivals, ‘Pi- 
rates of Penzance’ at the Guild and 
‘Mikado’ at Lehmans. 

Moe Cohen reopening the colored | 
Princess and making it a three- | 
sided battle with the Star and! 
| Dunbar: much so that it looks! 





SO 


| tooth-and-nailing, are not so sore 
at ea other in view of the com- 
‘mon enemy. ; 


| 
| scribe 


| Berlin 


| By MAX MAGNUS 





Bureglers’ at Evelyn Holt's fiat. 

Phil Kauffman off to Budapest. 

Paul Henckels back from Paris. 

Paul Cohen-Portheim died at 59. 

Emil von Sauer, pianist, 70 years 
old. 

Wilhelm 
club. 

Victor Varconi 
‘The Rebel.’ 

Laudy Lawrence rushing over for 
a few days. 

Constance Bennett expected here 
in December. 

Ufa's ‘Raus-hgift’ was prohibited 
by the censor. 

Fritz Kempers 
motor accident. 

Friedrich Hollaender going with 
Ufa as director. 

Arthur Kahane, Max Reinhardt’s 
| dramaturg, died. 
| Richard Tauber off for a guest 
| play in Dresden. 
| Gustav Froehlich signed for a 
year by Cinema, 

Rene Fueloep-Miller writing a 
book about America. 

Berlin Symponie Orchester dis- 
solved after 25 years. 

Fritz Kortner here, discussing his 
picture with Willy Forst. 

Max Schmeling, Joe Jacobs and 
Max Machon back from the States, 

Harold L. Smith coming over for 
a conference with George R. Canty. 

Tilla Durieux will again come 
back to the stage, after a long ine 
terval. 


Bendow opened a nite 


here to work on 


had aé_ serious 





Dimitri Buchowetzki here to 
study conditions, but will not make 
pictures. 


Ernst Udet and Fritz Ruehmann 
signed by Ufa for a flyers’ picture 
next year. 

Berthold von Theobald, manager 
of Ufa’s foreign department, 60 
years old. 

Heinz Karl Heiland, film expedi- 
tion director and expedition leader, 
shot himself. 

Jack Kapp, Brunswick’s record- 
ing manager, passing through on 
his way to Paris. 

Henry F. Gunderloch, formerly 
with Metro, married Mrs. Clara 
Ebner, concert and lecture agent. 

Willi Domgraf-Fassbaender will 
sing at Max Reinhardt’s Grosses 
Schauspielhaus in ‘The Student 
Prince.’ 

Sybel Bolitho, wife of William 
Bolitho, in charge of RKO’'s foreign 
scenario department, here looking 
for new talent and plots. 

Elisabeth Bergner to guest play, 
after a long interval, in Gerhart 
Hauptmann’s ‘Gabriel Schilling’s 
Flucht,’ with Werner Krauss as 
partner. 

Maria Olschewska, singer, had 
difference of opinion with Otto 
Klemperer, conductor, and left the 
theatre during rehearsal without 
returning. 

Rudolf Nelson opened a new nite 
club at the Eden hotel and signed 
Hilde Hildebrandt, Camilla Horn, 
“rnst Verebes and Robert Thoeren 
fer the show. 

Ernet Lubitsch, who since 1927 
has not been in Germany, due to 
take part in the memorial for his 
dead brother in Cologne. 

Louis Adlon, Jr., son of the hotel 
owner, who went to Greenland with 
the Universal expedition, now 
signed as first assistant director to 
Eladin H. Knopf, Universal man- 
ager, 





Toronto 


Harry Joyce at the Embassy. 

Claire Maynard back to New 
York. 

George Deller opening the Palatse 
Royale. 

Bert Lang p. a.’ing the French- 
Italian Opera. 

Charles (Horses) Ayers p. a’ing 
the Jockey Club, 

Main Johnston will be the new 
editor of ‘Star Weekly.’ 

You can buy a complete listing in 
Toronto’s Blue Book for $10. 

Edward (‘Masses’) Ceci'-Smith 4s 
the son of a bishop in China, 

Gladys St. John playing the home 
town with Aldo Bomonte at Shea’s, 

Jack Fisher assembling ‘Journey’s 
End’ cast for tour of the one-nights, 

The silly (N. Y. Americans) 
Burches will be a trio within the 








fortnight. 

Luigi Romanelli, King Edward 
j}maestro, has a collection of 181 
| paintings. 

Howard (Imperial) Knevels to 
Bermuda. Ditto Jimmy Nairne, 


FP-Can. p. a. 

Roland Drew and Louise Baring 
walk on Cameron Matthews (stock). 
John Holden and Betty Brough re- 
place. 

Charlie Meekins, original Prince 
Danilo, travelling 150 miles from his 
north-country estate to see Bob 
McLaughlin’s ‘Merry Widow.’ 

Maurice Colbourne and Barry 
Jones, here in ‘Too True’ and an- 
other revival of ‘Queen’s Husband,’ 
will open in London next March in 





Bob Sherwood's new ‘Oxford Ac- 
cent.’ 

Roland (‘Daily Star’) Young will 
write the continuities for Gord 


to| like the Star and Dunbar, formerly! (‘Variety’) Sinclair’s ‘Foot-loose in 


travel shorts. Wandering 
and Canada’s highest-paid 
reporter will make a series of 12, 


India’ 


a’ 
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Natan to London 

Herta Thiele here 

It's velvet for hats. 

Neville Rosenau to Nice 
Helen d'Algy night clubbing, 
Rudy Siebert back on the lot. 
Anne McEwen selling stories. 


Reginald Ford back from Brus- 
sels. 


Andre Daven for three Berlin 


weeks. 

Evelvn Arden back from the 
Riviera. 

Gaby Morlay back from South 
America. 

Jeff Cohn at the races with a 
high hat. 

Max Laemmle visiting family in 


Stuttgart. 

Claire de Lorez recuperating near 
Versailles. 

Georges Fronval furnishing a new 
apartment. 

Herbert Haseltine goes in for wild 
animal pets. 

Dr. Hennius from Paramount to 
Natan studios, 

Fanny Cotton giving a hot rumba 
at a nite club. 


Ufa to releace a French picture 
on the drug evil. 

All agents elbowing to. get a 
chance at Termini. 

Courcelles Palace, another ritzy 


sure-seater, opening. 

It's U. S. clay again for George 
Tite Waters’ statues. 

Eric and Ludwig Charell to North 
Africa for a joy ride. 

Max Laemmle giving a farewell 
party for Bob Wyler. 

John Amery to finally 
with French producer. 

Jack Wall’s murderer given 1 
years for car-stealing,. ‘ 

Irvin Netchers busy preparing a 
round-the-world cruise. 

Paris American press boys losing 
sleep over the Insull case, 

Pierre Lazareff, Paris publicity 
man, from Osso to Corda, 

Emile de Ruelle cutting his first 
Hoot Gibson after dubbing. 

Edward Everett Horton and the 
Milners all going to Berlin. 

Maurice Ravel, composer, 
taxi smash but home again. 

Billy Arnold now without a band 
and likely to head for home. 

Marcelle Chantal offered star bill- 
ing if she will play the Empire. 

Jane Marnac doing an Edna 
Wallace Hopper at the Bouffes. 

Billv Celestin back to Nice after 
a long American hospital season, 

Henri Verneuil back to filmdom 
after a short taste of a monastery. 

Lai Foun troupe, Jap equilibrists, 
currently at the Gaumont Palace, 

Lacy Kastner and Irvin Berlin 
discussing music over their coffee. 

Alice (Dick) Turpin back from 
Bucarest via Stamboul and Athens. 

Amundsen, German mind-reader, 
to follow Chevalier at the Empire. 

Marcel Grandjany back to Amer- 
ica for a load of lively syncopation. 

Jack Forrester in a pash over- 
coat, looking like prosperity itself. 

Mrs. Paul (Bendix) Blake doing 
her own marketing on a Scotch 
diet, 

Natan using his own broadcasting 
station to plug his symphonic con- 
certs. 

Beatrice (Nadja) Wanger putting 
ever two dance recitals by Agnes de 
Mille. 

Maxim's putting on a 1900 touch, 
but not so hot, despite the cake- 
walk, 

Steve Fitzgibbons 


connect 


in a 


bringing his 


vacabulary up to date—now says 

‘yeah.’ . 
Plantation club giving the 

Champs Elysees a Coney Island 


touch. 

Marie Glory back from the Riviera 
and dusting off her Maison Lafitte 
estate. 

Leopold 
scribbler 
studios, 

Paris press protesting the Berlin 
police decree to nix an Emile Zola 
festival. 

Citroen motor car opening a small 
picture house in its uptown display 
building. 

Jeanne Helbling to make a _ film 


Marchand made head 
in Paramount Joinville 


for U release during Casino re- 
hearsals. 

Sacha Guitry still harping on the 
picture evil when lecturing in 
Brussels, 

Harold Lloyd's children on the 


Riviera whilst daddy is touring the 
continent. 

Moe Messeri dividing his Paris 
time between Joinville and the pro- 
jection room. 

Camille F. Wyn selling ‘Five Star 
Final’ rights for Italy, Germany, and 


Seuth America. 
Raquel Meller booked for the 
diminutive Studio de Paris follow- 


ine ‘Maedchen,’ 
There is only the Rue 
to cross to go from the Chase Bank 


to the Ritz Bar. 
French Equity (Union des Ar- 
tistes). moving into own building 


in rue Monsigny. 
Srava I? 


ISssene ta Paris ona short 


Caumartin | 


} 
visit and back to Saint Raphael and 
the Marcel Achards. 

Osso paying director Tourjansky 
$8,000 per feature but in Osso notes, 

} not Bank of France's. 

Turban, piano accompanist, di- 
vorced from his appendix in Ameri- 


can hospital session. 
Baby David's craving for home 
cooking making the Laudy Law- 


rences look for a flat. 

Georges Lecomte of French Acad- 
emy making after dinner speeches 
longer than his beard. 

Andre Courtenay finds sawdust 
as useful in sound proofing studios 
as in cleaning stables. 
Joselyn Lee called on 
phone by Herb (Brown 
Sanborn from aboard ship. 

Hotel George V. considering pro- 
tecting its guests against the ac- 
tivities of touting residents, 

Gerard Cony, six-year-old star of 
the Buttes Chaumont Marionettes, 
is the son of their producer. 

Mile. Mireille, who played in ‘Bit- 
ter Sweet’ in New York, about to 
become an orchestra leader. 

Gene Tunney calling on Prime 
Minister Herriot and addressing the 
American club at luncheon. 

Jack Tourneur doing cutting for 
his father, Maurice, and latter now 
okay after his motor accident. 
American sobbie at opening of 
‘Sky Devils’ at Apollo being handed 
‘Frankenstein’ out-dated program. 
Cafe de Paris interior redeco- 
rated, but still has the same old 
telephone they installed decades ago. 
Lawyer Levy-Oullman, show busi- 
ness adviser, attending debate on 
necessity of lying in life and fiction. 
Rex Ingram expecting Alice Terry 
back from U. S. next month, and 
preparing Paris release of ‘Baroud.’ 
Rouben Mamoulian to the Riviera 
after ordering transportation to 
London, whence he sailed on ‘Levia- 
than.’ 

American visitor paying in ad- 
vance for a visit to the Bastille, 
which has been razed for over 200 
years. 

Charles Boyer to Berlin for an- 
ether Ufa picture and hoping to 
sail for Par and Hollywood on Jan- 
uary 20. 

‘Variety's’ retired correspondent, 
Geo. Kendrew, back to his country 
place after a stay in the American 
hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Goetz calling 
on Harry Rapf in London before 
sailing, and closely followed by the 
Fred Peltons. 

Jules Sauerwein, Jean Pauliac and 
Jacques de Marsillac to U. S. to re- 
port the presidential election for the 
French press. 

Simone Genevoix, who renounced 
the Natan screen on marrying a 
Pathe scion, feeling the call of 
Paramount celluloid. 

Vieux Colombier showing ‘The 
Man Without a Name’ in French 
with Fermin Gemier and in German 
with Werner Krauss. 

Theafre Albert Premier deserted 
by the English players, now on tour. 
Reviving Edmond de Goncourt’s 
‘Germanine Lacerteux.’ 

Eddie Newman and Emile de 
Ruelle listening amusedly to young 
Lamour trying to teach them back 
what he learned from them. 

Paul Nivois, who can’t get the 
Renaissance to do his French war 
play, kicks because German war 
plays find producers in Paris. 

Erskine Gwynne on his way to 
Shanghai, where he will meet Chris- 
tine Diemer, former Paris columnist, 
now Reuter’s star correspondent. 

Frank Jay Gould will have to find 
a manager quickly for his Palais de 
la Mediterrannee in Nice if it is to 
reopen for Xmas as per schedule. 

Official documents relating to new 
incorporation of Athenee theatre re- 
veal that Jacques Deval’s real name 
ix Boularan, and Felix Gandera’s is 
Pensieri. 

Maurice Chevalier to do a fort- 
night at Paris Empire for about 
$20,000 following his Italian tour 
where papers marveled at his draw- 
ing $1,200 a day. 

Five special policemen lose their 
jobs when Alexander Granowsky 
concludes shooting ‘King Pausole’ 
on the Riviera for the Cc. F. C. Had 
to hire them to keep off young 
bloods from the lot. They used to 
motor down from Paris after Gran- 


the tele- 
Derby) 


owsky had picked 300 lookers for 
the cast. 
Alice Joyce still waiting for six } 


weeks residence period to pass. 

Grand jury investigating charges 
that gamblers are ducking license 
payments, 





Lake Tahoe resorts and clubs all 
shut up tight for winter after de- 
presh summer. 

Betting boards in gambling resort 
filled wita election bets with Roose- 
velt prima favorite. 
| Fannie Todd Mitchell got a di- 
| vorce and grabbed a new husband 
j} here within 24 hours. 
| Divorce business getting thin as | 
| winter comes on and attorneys hav- | 
jing plenty of leisure. 

i Jack De USeV's ouse still oc-'! 


like 


Looks 
ex-champ has deserted Reno. 


cupied by care taker. 


Rochelle Hudson of 
seeing. trip. She's still single. 

Tony Poloni, Reno’s heavyweight 
hope, "was knocked for a loop before 
the eyes of the home folks by boy 
whose rep is not so hot. 

The Cowshed, night club which 
became famous and broke under 
Belle Livingstone, running full blast 
again. Only club in town. 

Shake-up in prohibition forces 
sees transfer of George Lewis as- 








sistant administrator here to San 
Francisco and replacement of two 
other agents with new men. Move 
made for ‘good of dept.’ 
> 
Washington 
By Don Craig 
Peggy Clarke’ publicizing for 
Shoreham. 
Stanley Shaw newest local NBC 
announcer. 
Bing Crosby and Mrs. here for 
Laurel races. 
Al Katz opens two weeks at 
Wardman Park. 
Marvin Schenck in town looking 
over Loew operations. 
Meyer Davis in town to _ get 


WMAL studio orchestra started. 
Bob Trout got job of chief Wash- 
ington announcer for CBS. Eighty- 
nine auditioned. 

Rossdhu Castle, $550,000 home of 
Capt. C. C. Calhoun, leased for eight 
years as a restaurant. 

Evelyn Hayes, ex-RKO vaude, got 
two weeks at Club Michel after 
guest appearance one show. 

Frank RusSell (NBC) home with 
strained back from trying to out- 
drive Harry Butcher (CBS) on golf 
course. 

Edward Casselle exploiting for 
Buddy Harris at Howard. Passing 
out cards admitting ‘formerly with 
M-G-M.’ 

Lester Bowman, chief CBS en- 
gineer here, carrying bandaged 
hand from trying to hold balky coil 
in transmitter. 

Howard, only colored presentation 
house, gets edge over downtown 
houses again by getting first local 
appearance of the Mills Bros. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Magidson Twins dancing at the 
Plaza. 

Lou Brager came to town with 
18 suits, no more, no less. 


Eddie Klein may reopen the Villa 
with an all-colored floor show. 

Austin (Skin) Young back 
town with Johnny Hamp’s band. 

The Mike Cullens back from New 
York after a brief show-going 
spree. 

Hotel Roosevelt figuring on put- 
ting in one of those dine-and-dance 
places. 

Dick Powell flying here from the 
coast for Variety Club's ‘Big Top’ 
dinner. 

Mayor Kline sat in the Nixon 
wings at Ed Wynn's public broad- 
cast for charity. 

Blanche Ring will be Pitt stock’s 
first guest star, week of Nov. 21 in 
‘Cradle Snatchers.’ 

Donn Wermuth will talk to any- 
body who'll listen about his year 
and a half old boy. 

Primo Carnera refused to take a 
bow at the Academy because he said 
he needed a shave. 

Opening day at Academy, 
lesque 
Monday to Saturday. 


in 


for one night and picked Elmer 
Rice’s ‘Black Sheep.’ 


Norman Frescott back east after 


spending a fortnight here as 
Johnny Harris’ guest. 

Milton Broudy, son of the or- 
chestra conductor, wearing the 


braid of a Davis usher. 
George Scotti, at the 500 Club in 
Atlantic City all summer, is the new 


m.c. at the Nixon Cafe. 
Anna Lubowe, Pittsburgh girl, 


playing a bit in Broadway cast of 
‘l Loved You Wednesday.’ 

Harry Feinstein, once a depart- 
ment store exec here, back as the 
|; manager of a WB nabe house. 
Manager McDonald of Davis, 
hospital for months as_ result 
auto accident, back on the job. 

Red Hershon, of the U exchange, 
drove a flock of exhibs to West 
Point for the Pitt-Army game. 

Ted Pendegrast and Red Woods, 
‘Sun-Tele’ reporters, playing in Ed 
| Vail’s ‘Blessed Event’ at the Pitt. 
| Sylvia Manners out of stock com- 
;}pany at the Pitt, with Ed Vail 
| scouting around for new ingenue. 


in 
of 








John Maganotti, co-proprietor of 
Plaza cafe, used to be an Italian 
interpreter in a department store. 

Harry Mervis left New York com- 
j}pany of ‘Counsellor-at-Law’ to 
come home for his father’s funeral. 
| Jane Thurston-Harry Harris di- 
vorce, supposed to have been 
granted Oct. 1, hasn’t been acted on 
vet. 
| Minute after Nancy 
crashed page one with 


Leslie had 
her divorce, 


bur- | 
house, been changed from 


Hollywood } 
spends couple days here on sight- | her gowns in 








Joe Hiller signed her for the Show | 


| boat. 
Elsa told friends that all of 
‘The Laugh Parade’ 
personally by Ed 


Ersi 
were picked 
Wynn. 

Dave Broudy and 
have formed a bridge 
and are scouting 
chumps. 

Si Steinhauser, radio ed ‘Press,’ 
and .WCAE, owned by opposition 
afternoon daily, ‘Sun-Tele,’ have a 


feud on. 
Angie Queen, 
and now 


Queens 
Cappy, band leader, 
Plaza cafe. 

John Harris hosted a party of 40 
at formal opening of Chatterbox, 
|William Penn hotel’s new Joseph 
Urban nitery. 

Variety Club had George Gibson 
as its weekly luncheon guest the 
|day the Pirate baseball chief signed 
}a contract for 1933. 

Harry Kalmine spelled his name 
with a ‘C’ in the army because the 
boys got their pay and their mail 
in alphabetical order. 

‘Zwei Herzen,’ playing a return 
engagement at Avenue Cinema, 
holds for second week. Played three 
weeks first time here. 

Proceeds of Ed Wynn's public 
broadcast at the Nixon going to 
Pittsburgh Welfare Fund, with 
Mayor Kline sponsoring the show. 

Ladies of Variety Club had a 
luncheon that served both as a 
welcome-home for Mrs. J. H. Har- 
ris and Mrs. Irma Flanders and a 
farewell for Mrs. George Tyson. 


Lincoln, Neb. | 


By Barney Oldfield 


Jerry Leary 
partnership 
around for 


Three 
Mike 
at 


formerly of 
wife of 
dancing 











Liberty stock starts off. 

Rialto sporting a new marquee. 

Ad Avery with a flaming orange 
tie. 

Local food show at the Audito- 
rium 


Rialto to stage Junior League 
show. 

Drug stores doing boom saloon 
trade. 





} 


George Monroe off foreign-made 
pictures. 
Official state fair deficit published 
at 54 G's. 
Look for 
town soon. 
It looks like Thad Cone is evad- 
ing the Knot. 
Prize fights, 
breaking even. 
Ben Purdy and his dogs ballying 
the town again. 
Skip Dean closed with M&M tent 
show and home. 
Mayor and Mrs. 
are old troupers. 
Charles Courboin, Belgian organ- 
ist, due for recital. 
Use films to correct football game 
mistakes at U of N. 
Jiggs Pierce new 
Lincoln theatre corp. 
Stage hands and orchestra lads 
wondering if and when. 
Jack Tavlinsky from the Ring- 
ling-Barnum show to winter. 
Phillip Brandon closed with Mari- 
vale’s company to come here. 
Gavin Harris in from Kansas; 
Pat Magee from Oklahoma City. 
Louie Karnes and George Fitz- 
simmons, newest local showmen. 
Wally Marrow feeding his Club 
Waldor floor shows from his studio 


vaude somewhere in 


semi-monthly, only 


Frank Zehrung 


pub man for 





| 
| 


Harvey Gaul, the crick, in N. Y. | 


dancing classes. 





Dallas 


By Rudy Donat 


Town vaudeless again. 
Paul Short lost his watch. 
Besa Fairtrace stem’s lone femme 


Pp. a. 
Jean Darnell lingering in New 
York. 


Bagdad, chronic night spot, tries 
again. 

Chief Gonzales’ band back to El 
Tivoli. 
: State fair got best weather break 
in years. 

Hal Ramsay back after six months 
in London, 

Little theatres off on annual com- 
petish spree. 

Charlie Koerner holds local record 
for long rides. 


Al Jolson dickering for another 
muny booking. 
John Rosenfield, ‘News’ scribbler, 


takes crack at acting. 

Some promoter cashing in Sunday 
auto races, novelty hereabouts. 

Frank Weatherford breezes 
from Ft. Worth here and there. 

Fleshless main stem encouraging 
nabe exhibs to play amateur acts. 

Faye Lemmon quits show biz, 
protemp anyway, to turn commer- 
cial p.a. 

Everybody looking forward to Bob 


in 


O’Donnell’s return, this time as 
chain operator. 
Martinelli starts concert season, 


with indications last year’s fruitful 
harvest will repeat. 
Natives figure maybe times ain't 





so tough, with city pops building 
$7,895 elephant hut for zoo, 


| been 








Hollywood 


Bill Quinn back from Chicary 
Bobby Stewart laid up with fy 
Max Shane an uncle twice 
weeks 
Maud 
will 


Elizabeth Goldbeck 
cation in Europe. 


in twe 


Latham back 


freelance. 


in town and 
left for a ’ 


Groucho Marx 
home with a 


sticking closs 


bad cold. 


Pauline Goddard taking dramatic 
lessons at a local school. 
Elbert Franklin took his 
the UCLA-Stanford game. 
George Gittleson returned after 
six week rest period in the Oregon 
woods. 
Allan 
nine days 
yanked. 
H. Bedford Jones building a home 
on his date farm close to Pp 
Springs. 
Sketch-you-while-you-wait crayon 


dad toa 


back 
his 


Rivkin 
after 


at the studio 


appendix was 


ilm 


artists in empty store windows 
around town. 

Yancy Fair after one of those 
Mexican mail divorces from Percy 
Dunn, broker. 


Plenty of new speaks opening up 
over the city line but close enough 
to Hollywood. 


Salesmen for 
senada beginning 
Year's Eve biz. 

Harry Ruby entertains the Balti- 
more Lunch Club at his home for 
its next meeting. 

Night club business all going to 
the small intimate spots in Holly- 
wood and Beverly. 

Jimmy Durante was the hit of 
the evening at the El Nido benefit 
in the Cocoanut Grove. 

Eddie and Morris Small 
christened ‘Skippy’ 
‘Sookey’ by Jack Oakie. 

tvan- Kahn has taken off 45 Ibs. 
in the past two months. Keeping 
the diet straight is his worry. 

Kay Mulvey, formerly at War- 
ners, handling femme fashion stuff 
in Col’s publicity department. 

Suit of Carlos Molino band 
against Junior Orpheum circuit for 
a week's pay settled out of court. 

Charlie Freeman and Charlie Sul- 


“Nn 


N - 


Caliente and 
to hustle 


have 
and 


livan toss for the lunch check ‘at 
Radio daily. Freeman generally 
pays. 

Stebbins, Leterman & Gates 
closed their Hollywood office, Ar- 
thur Stebbins returning to New 
York. 


Gambling ships moaning about no 
patronage. Twenty minute water 
taxi trip on cold nights getting the 
blame. 

Prince Clifford Thurn-Taxis, who 
directs films as plain Cliff Wheeler, 
back after a visit to his father in 
Europe. 

Larry Hart figuring on throwing 
a house warming but doesn’t know 


whether to be exclusive or invite 
everyone. 
Norman Manning working out 


new parking facilities for employees 
and visitors to the Fox studios in 
Westwood. 

Viva Tattersall, English actress 
who was in ‘Cynara’ for UA has 
acquired an agent and will stick in 
Hollywood. 

Bernard Kreiselmann, from Pitts- 
burgh, replaces Wally Schooler, now 
a manager, as publicity planter for 
Fox-West Coast. 

Ruth White, sister of Jack Wiite, 
and Edward Brand, attorney, have 


filed notice of intention to wed 
around Thanksgiving. ' 

Ralph Pincus down from ’Frisco 
looking over rehearsals of ‘The 


Merry Widow,’ which goes into the 
Columbia in November. 

Music department at Paramount 
flinging a goodbye dinner this week 
to Eddie Janis who is leaving on @ 


| round-the-world cruise. 





Wooden door built across the al- 
ley that leads to the stage door of 
the Majestic, Broadway  burley 
house, to fool the curious. 

Listing the names of the authors 
alphabetically on Paramount's mul- 
ti-authored ‘If I Had a Million,’ 
Claude Binyon tops the list. 

Julian Huxley who wrote ‘The 
History of Science,’ in conjunction 
with H. G. Wells, was entertained 
by film celebs during his lecture 
sojourn here. 

Leonard Fields back in Hollywood 
after 18 months in China. Went 
there to film a travelog for Uni- 
versal which was stopped by the 
Sino-Jap war. 

Preston Sturgis went for one of 
those Spanish type houses with 
plenty of patio before discovering 
Hollywood nights too cold for the 
al fresco spot. 


In appreciation of his activity in 
providing stage entertainment for 
hospitals, 40-and-8 club of the 
American Legion here’ presented 
Fred Varren, vaude booker, with 4 
citation. 

Eugenie Leontovich cannot un- 
derstand why picture’ producers 
make her husband Gregory Ratoft 
play Jewish comedy parts when in 
Europe he was an_ outstanding 
dramatic figure. 

Ben Piazza dug up a_ femme 
double for Jimmy Durante. Shell 
do a bit as his sister in ‘Pig Boots 
Gal is from a casting act a: vas 
about to have her schnoz clipper 


when Piazza found her. 
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Rochester 


By Don Record 





Temple theatre goes split week. 

Truman Brizee out as manager 
ef the Diana. 

Twenty per cent cut in salaries 
ef WHEC staff. 

Amelia Earhart scheduled at the 
Lyceum Nov. 22. 

Free lunches now featured in 
Rochester speaks. 

Walter Collins of the musicals is 
yunning a nite club in Elmira. 

Rochester ‘Journal’ reviews Ly- 
eeum shows despite theatre’s ad 


n. 

Rowland G. Edwards, manager of 
the Auditorium, is running stock in 
Atlanta. 

‘Merry Widow’ played to nearly 
30,000 in three performances at the 
Eastman, a record. 

Tex Guinan barred from the air 
by Station WHAM so weekly RKO 
Palace program cancelled. 

Harry P. Somerville quit man- 
agement of the Sagamore to run 
the New Willard in Washington. 

Heywood Broun in Rochester for 
Socialist address told newspaper 
men they should organize union. 

Theatre managers say business 
pepped up on recent stock market 
jump, then slumped with the ticker. 

Opie Cates’ Californians move 
into the Marigold and Frank Skul- 
tety’s orchestra goes to the Cha- 
teau. 

Norman Sper, cousin of Jimmie 
Sper who sells Paramount films in 
this area, is producing Educational 
shorts. 

Harold Sanford and Paul Benton 
are conducting newspaper courses 
at the U. of R. and R. B. I. re- 
spectively. 

George S. Brooks’ ‘Spread Eagle’ 
being adapted to the French stage 
by Eve Curie, daughter of the ra- 
dium discoverers. 

Harry Tishkoff, film theatre ope- 
rator in bankruptcy, lists $145,000 
liabilities, $136,000 secured claims 
and $10,550 assets. 

George Kondolf, Jr., 
planning to produce ‘Hangman’s 
Whip,’ drama by Norman Raine 
and Frank Butler. 

Charles A, Rawlings, who quit 
newspaper work to run a Florida 
fruit farm, made the ‘Saturday 
Evening Post’ with a story. 

Radio script refused by station 
WHAM was snapped up by Jack 
Benny. Richard Chevillat, the au- 
thor, was taken to New York to 
write more. 

Death of Jessie Bonstelle recalled 
her as child entertainer to many 
natives and they paid final respects 
at the services in Mount Hope 
Cemetery. 

Harry Riners, manager for the 
Hilton Siamese Twns, picked up 
destitute family hiking to New 
York from Cleveland and gave a 
lift to Rochester. 


Birmingham 


By Bob Brown 


reported 








Jack Murphy out at Alabama. 

Bili Nappi at Del Monte now. 

Dixie, colored house, reopening. 

Annual drive on for Community 
Chest. 

Dave Alper still smokes those aw- 
ful cigars. 

George Steele was ill but he’s all 
right now. 

College theatre at East Lake run- 
Ning again, 

Fritz May sitting behind a desk 
at Jefferson, 

Four dinners for price of three 
at Tutwiler. 

John Mack Brown's grandmother 
died at Dothan. 

Jan Garber orchestra for 
night at Tutwiler. 

Trianon will possibly open within 
the next few weeks. 

Ann Graham left town with Mar- 
shall Van Pool band. 

That clock’s run down again in 
George Steele’s office. 

Mobile fair, only one in state 
getting ready to start. 

James Saxon Childers has a story 
in current ‘American.’ 

John Douglas goes to the ‘Y’ every 
afternoon for a workout. 

This is the third week of non- 
Union operators at Alabama. 

Took a depression to get Sunday 

lue law repeal and near beer. 

Earl Simpson reopened Rainbow 
Gardens with $1 per couple rate. 

Mississippi coast fair called off 

cause of ‘unforeseen obstacles.’ 

hose midget autos are crowding 
the big cars off the streets thick as 
ants, 

C. W. Ufford, former business 
mgr. ‘News,’ died in California last 
week, 

Howard E. 
fomery- for 
ame. 

George Nealeans back in town 
foing a handshaking act for the 
Omefolks. 

enny Fell with a bottle of beer 
ad his picture on page one the 
Other day, 
Reports from New York 
eorge Steele has been replaced as 


one 


Pill up from Mont- 
the Tenn.-Alabama 


G 


Manager RKO Ritz, but he’s still | seat. 
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on the job. 
here yet. 

Unemployed operators will get in 
a few days’ work as result of Sun- 
day shows. 

Ten cents a dance out here. 
a nickel now at the old hall 
Third avenue. 

Raebuck Night Club opened win- 
ter season with new floor show and 
Al Straiton’s band. 

Attempts being made to get a 
stock company in Jefferson by stage 
hands and musicians. 

Pretty little things are those tags 
on light switches at Ritz urging 
economy on the juice. . 

It’s such a rare sight it'd be worth 
something to see Rollin K, Stone- 
brook needing a shave. 

Bill Thacker suggested ushers 
come down Sunday afternoon and 
practice working on Sunday. 

Tom Allen back in the town for 
winter after carnival season, only 
this year there wasn't any season. 

The preachers say they are fight- 
ing mad over Sunday movies with 
malice toward none. That must be 
some mad. 

Percy Taylor the eternal 
cracker asst. city editor now on 
‘News.’ A promotion or not he’s 
there just the same. 

Near beer is legal in Alabama after 
the Legislature passed the bill over 
Gov. Miller’s veto. Miller vetoed it 
because it ‘looked like alcohol and 
smelled like alcohol.’ 

Marshal Van Pool and orchestra 
have checked out of Thomas Jeffer- 
son after one of the longest stays 


Nothing heard of it 


It’s 
on 


wise- 


of any orchestra to play there. 
Rudy Clark moved in. 
Clint Lake was through town 


several weeks ago en route to Tus- 
caloosa to turn his daughter over 
to the U. of A. Of course, rain or 
no rain, he had to have his golf, 





Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Max Kalish growing chin spinach. 


Frankie Burns back at Plaza 
Club. 


Irene Bailey dropped by Plaza 
Club. 


Ed Keller can’t get Music Box 
reopening set. 


Joe Caputo raising mustache and 
even a goatee, 


Otto Koppel re-elected prez of 
local musicians’ union. 

Plans for six-day bike grind at 
armory have petered out. 

Dibby Dow, Rudy Vallee’s secre- 
tary, still ailing in local hospital. 

Rudy Vallee booked for one-night 
stand at Lotus Gardens this month. 

Robert McLaughlin bans mention 
of local talent in his stock shows. 

Red Nichols’ band joins local mu- 
sicians union for Golden Pheasant 
stay. 

Ben Truesdale back from tour 
with ‘Merry Widow’ to p.a. for Ohio 
again, 

Lew Wasserman quits RKO Pal- 
ace to go West with Rube Wolf 
as p.a. 

Myron Roman at State married 
to Naomi Papo twice—last time in 
Jewish, 

Hipp barred juveniles for ‘Age of 
Consent,’ although Ohio censors cut 
it plenty. 

Ray Steck -going back to fiddie 
teaching with RKO East End drop- 
ping band. 

Bill McDermott, ‘Peedee’ drama 
critic, booked for nearly two dozen 
lectures this winter. 

Nitery man reports prosperity’s 
back—one of his parties ran up $65 
check and paid for it. 

Frank Cummings, ex-burlesque 
producer, has new promoting biz 
ealled Consolidated Arts. 

Dorothea Hopkins, formerly Ruth 
Roland’s p.a., joining RKO’s pub- 
licity staff to do steno work. 

Manny Landers’ band clicking, so 
he’s dropping law offices under real 
name, Emmanuel Landskroner. 

Thurston’s show folded at Palace 
Friday (Oct. 28) to allow magician 
start broadcast series in Chicago. 

Mary Rennels, former ‘Press’ 
crick but now Mrs. Henry Snyder, 
says she’s adopting a baby in De- 
cember. 

Buck and Bubbles bought trom- 
bone and trumpet in second-hand 
store and are learning to play ’em 
by ear. al 

Warren Munsell, Theatre Guild’s 
general manager, here to look over 
‘Man Who Reclaimed Head’ for 
road tour. ; 

Howard Inches, whose ‘Passionate 
Pilgrim’ production laid an egg on 
Broadway, spending weekend with 
parents here. 

‘Lily Turner’ being renamed 
‘Health Is Wealth’ for local stock 
production with Glenn Hunter and | 
Queenie Smith. 


Irene Hinkle, leading lady with 
Thurston, magician, for four years, 
to marry Dr. B. F. Martin of 


Local rubber-neckers given thrill 
last week by sight of Daniel Froh- 
man, Skeets Gallagher, Ben Lyon, 
Zita Johann stopping off here. 

Jack Haussmann here to see Play- 


Rochester this month. | 
| 
| 

house opening of his ‘Very Great} 


say | Man,’ but forgot to wire for reser- 


vation and had to take balcony 


i 


Kansas City 


By Will R. Hughes 


Jimmy Cooper here. 








Mort Singer here last week. 
Ralph Ravenscroft all better 
again. | 
Bill Dukinsy driving a bright | 
blue, new wagon. 


} 


Jack Thoma, Columbia exploiteer, | 
here for ‘Merry-Go-Round.’ 

Downtown managers seeking to}! 
rid the theatre area of beggars. 

The ‘15 and 5’ New York taxi)! 
rate has been adopted by Yellow! 
here. 

Hotel Savoy latest to offer music 
with its meals, Noel Sanders the | 
director. 

Irving Rose, St. Louis bandmaster, | 
soon to be doing his stuff at the} 
Muehlebach., 

Wrestling promoters flooding the | 
town with 75c tickets good for a)! 
$2.50 ringside seat. 

Taylor Myers figuring how long | 


Raymon in South Africa. 

Publix has covered Frank New- 
man’s Royal with a huge billboard, 
telling of the good shows at the 


Local downtown managers’ asso- 
ciation has been formed. 
Irish and Jewish are the national- | 
ities represented. 

‘Spike’ Hennessy of the Midland 
staff was given a fine hunting dog} 
a few days ago, and is ‘Spike’ a) 
busy hunter now. | 

Radio being used strongly by local | 
theatres. 


not so heavy lately. 
Mrs. McManus, wife of the 


(Continued on page 55) 





Free Lance Shows 


(Continued from page 7) 
tainment the people in his locality 
|are disposed toward and how they 
like it served up. 

Back to Home Rule 


In the decentralization movement 
now going on among the circuits 
the vaude performers see mentioned 
the most hopeful sign in years for 
the profession. They interpret the 
trend toward the return of local 
theatre operation as likely to prove 
a major influence in a comeback of 
vaudeville. 

The theatre operator on the spot, 
the footlight clan contends, is the 
only one that can intelligently de- 
termine what will or won't go in 
his community. As a free agent, the 
local showman can play around 
with entertainment ideas and 
eventually arrive at a norm of 
presentation to go by. He can pick 
his shows as he wants them and 
not be bound by the rote and mold 
set for cities many miles away and 
of radically different taste. 

These expressions of opinion have 
come from entertainers who have 
recently been out around the 
country doing things and observing 
on their own. Instead of standing 
still and waiting ts the circle of 
vaude became smaller and smaller, 
these performers organized them- 
selves into barnstorming groups, 
arranged their own bookings and 
terms and played a string of one, 
two and three-nighters through the 
south eastern and south central 
sectors of the country. List of 
these operations has now grown to 
half a dozen and more are forming. 

Included in these troupes were 
standard acts of long standing, 
the barnstormers were aware of the 
fact that they had to give their en- 
terprise an up-to-the-minute angle, 
both for the purposes of selling 


it will take a letter to reach Charlie | £00,000. 
| Saturday’s finals. 


Newman. 


Daily papers also getting | $759,646 
extra space, but outdoor billing is | tion in 


Mid- | 


but company 


Stock 


Market 





(Continued from page 7) 
ing done at 3 in the last five min- 
utes. 
6’s going to 20 and the 5%’s below 
17, Volume was not impressive here, 
however. RKO debentures lost an- 


|} other 4 points to 75 double bottom. 


Other amusements were slightly 
off in sympathy with the attack on 


Paramount. Loew’s lost about a 
point to around 26, and RKO slid 


off quietly to a new bottom on the 


; movement at 3%, dealings here also 


being of small amount. 


Session was perhaps the small- 
est in turnover for this year. Ticker 


was still for long periods. Volume 
to noon was only 200,000 shares, 
and the complete total was only 


Prices practically repeated 
Dow Jones aver- 
;age for industrials was 61.9, mi- 
|nutely ‘ower. Railroad and utility in- 
| dex was unchanged. General market 
made a comparatively good showing 


English, }in the face of new all-time lows for 


wheat. 


No news came out affecting 
amusement shares, unless the re- 
port of Universal for nine months 
to July 30 might be so regarded. 
Statement showed a net loss of 
after all charges, amortiza- 
excess of $6,000,000, and 
$540,535 depreciation of capital as- 
sets, 

Still Waiting 

Week shed no new light on the 
market prospects. Volume was small 
and price changes _ insignificant, 
among the picture stocks, as well as 
the focal issues, 


If the ticker didn’t clarify the 
future particularly, it did demon- 
strate that the price structure as it 
now stands, is proof against fairly 
new pressure. Two disturbing oc- 
occurences, a further break to record 
lows in the price of wheat and new 
acute weakness in sterling exchange, 
had small effect on quotations. 

In like manner the sudden and 
startling resignation of Sam Katz 
from Paramount-Publix was ignored 
market-wise on Saturday, although 
there is no doubt it represents a 
changed situation in this important 
unit in the industry. 

Forecasts of what the business 
year in Loew's will show appeared 
on the ticker, apparently inspired. 
Figures were favorable in the re- 
spect that they estimated the net 
for the year to Aug. $1 at ‘more than 
$4.50,’ which amply covers the divi- 
dend rate of $3 and even would per- 
mit another payment of a dollar 
extra, although discussion of such 
action has not yet come into the 
open, whatever private opinion of 
its advisability may be. 

Element in the earnings state- 
ment that had not so favorable an 
aspect was the inference in the 
‘more than $4.50’ that the June-Au- 
gust quarter had shown a negligible 
net. The formal statement for the 
40 weeks to June 3 revealed net of 
$4.37 after payment of Loew's pre- 
ferred dividends and, those of its 
subsidiaries’ senior stocks. ‘More 
than $4.50’ for the year then would 
mean more than 13 cents a share 
for the three summer months, 

It is arguable, of course, that even 
13 cents net is not so bad when 
Loew’s was the only amusement 
unit that showed any profit at all 
over the three headache months. 
Rather the discouragement comes in 
the evidence it reveals of a pro- 
gressive decline in all amusement 
operations. Ticker pub- 
licity given to the forecast had a 
ballyhoo quality that was not es- 





themselves to the local manager! 
and of providing him with some-| 
thing locally recognizable to bally- 
hoo. And that up-to-the-minute 
twist came from radio. 

As they advanced into a certain! 
section they made it a practice of | 
finding out what performers on local | 
stations rated standout popularity. | 
Next move was to approach one of | 
these mike performers and sell him | 
on the proposition of headlining the 
show. With the radio act attached, 
working out a deal with an indie 
house operator became no difficult | 
matter. 

Practically all the spots thes 
played, these troupes report, hadn't 
had anything long the line of 
vaudeville in two or three years 
Most of them on moving in with! 
their bags have had to dust off their | 
own dressing rooms. 








‘Columbia Seeks Yarns 


To Fit Its Two Titles| 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Columbia is after 

the titles of ‘Dance of the Millions’ 

and ‘Pearls and Emeralds,’ for 

lease in January. So far no accept- | 
able varns have been unearthed. 

Studio has put off ‘Obey the Law’ 
indefinitely due to story difficulty. 


stories to fit 


re. ! 
re¢ 


Bonds were definitely weak, | 


| pecially relishea, especially when ft 


| was noted that the minor bulge in 
the stock that preceded the an- 
nouncement was mostly cancelled 
| upon its coming out. Loew common 
had rallied from around 25 to bet- 


jter than 28 on Friday when the 
statement came out. On Saturday 
the level dropped back to around 27, 
suggesting that important longs 
sought to take advantage of any 
bullish effect the publicity had to 


dispose of stock. 
Para. Turns Quiet 
In spite of the suddenness of the 
Katz resignation, which came like 
a thunderclap to the trade, the con- 
tingency was late in its ticker effect. 


effect. News reached the market 
early Saturday morning, but the 


turnover on that day amounted to 
only 5,200 shares, compared to a 
daily average of about 8,000 a day 
the week before and more than 10,- 
000 a day the week before that, 
AS a matter of fact last week's vol- 
ume in Paramount was scarcely half 
that of the week before, 26,000 
shares against 45,000 and about 64,- 
000 the week before that. It was 
not until Monday that the market 
began to express its views. 





Saturday morning the stock open- 
ied at 3% and that level was re- 
peated throughout the short session 
with the exception of a few minor 
| trades at 3%. Stock’s bottom on 
| the movement has been 3% so that 
the fractionally lower price con- 
stitutes a minor break-through. 
However, it was apparent that the 
stock was getting support at its 
former level, all offerings being 
taken promptly. 
Bonds Left to Drift 


About the same situation applied 
to the company’s bonds. Dealings 
were on a diminished scale and 
prices were slightly easier at and 
just below 22 for the 6’s and close 
to 19 for the 5%’s. The liens ended 
the week close to the bottom at 22 
and 1956 respectively, off net 2 and 
1%, but the small scale of dealings 
robbed the price movement of any 
significance. 


Paramount bonds put up a fair 
front in the face of discouraging 
movements in other directions. Bulk 
of moderate dealings in Loew’s 
bonds were at the newly established 
bottom around 81, a fair price for 
an industrial obligation, but a good 
deal of a concession from the re- 
cently maintained ievel near 90. 
RKO debentures made a_ sorry 
showing. Trading was confined to 
a single transaction, but that trans- 
action was done at 79, a drop be- 
tween trades of more than 9 points, 
suggesting that the obligation of 
the company is getting small spon- 
sorship. 

Fact that no nearby bids were 
being supplied adds another bit of 
evidence to the growing feeling that 
amusement liens are losing what 
prestige they once had. At 79 the 
debentures are only 4 points away 
from their sensational slump bottom 
in the early October setback. War- 
ner bonds gave way by another 
fraction to 23%, ending the week at 
the bottom, while the stock showed 
disposition to make a stand at its 
recent bottom just below 2. 

Among the other amusements 
there was no feature except the per- 
sistent dullness. Several days RKO 
did not appear on the tape until 
the last hour. And Fox failed to 
appear at all in several sessions. 
Iastman Kodak once more demon- 
strated its ability to kick back 
against short sellers, drawing a 
danger line at 50 again. Columbia 
Pictures turned stagnant, with the 
bid receding slowly in the absence 
of trades, 





Summary for week ending Oct. 29: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 

——1932——_ Net che. 

High. Low. Sales Issue and rate. High Low Last. for wk 
3% Ne eS eS are 1% 1% 1% — % 
53% 1 aoe Camset, Paes cocccvccecceserssecs 3 3 3 

14% 4% 100 “Columbia P. vtc....ee+- eccrcece 9% 9% 0% — % 
11% 2%, 1.500 Consol. Film pfd....... one cee 8 7% ™% -—.% 
877% 3% 6,200 Eastman Kodak (3)..ccsscseesss 52% 48%, 1% + 1% 
5% 1 ee PAE, CO Bo ictacveseoss fives s 2%, oe 2% 

26% R14 49,900 Gen. Blee. 406.) .ccccccccesecs . 15% 14% 1% 

30 S004 Gael rr Wt acmedgvéine aceavenes e ae , 0 bid 

37% 13% Dae SOW Ts bce cceretesesceceecseen 28%, 25% 27h, +17 
SO 3 200 Be Pret. (GG)... ccccessscceces TOR 72 74% 3} 
4'2 2% 100 Madison Sq. Garden. .ccccccsecs 2% 2% 4 

221% 4 oo Met-G-eM pref. (1.80). .cccccccecs : 17 bid 

15 , eo ee eee ee : 6 bid 

11% i% SEED WRASSE occ cccseccocversacs ° 3% 1% By 

1% % 900 Pathe Exchange....cccece .atne ae Ys wy ly — ¥% 
nh |. ree Pathe, Claas Aescccevevecssccees 2% bid 
13% 2% re fo Oe. eee eeseccece ° 7% 6% 6% -— % 
7% 1% 00 me? 65a0nbateeneed6s geeeneeee ee 4% 3% 3 My 
1% 1% ee 5s BONE cncnns tdécevedsecrdtesese o* . Ds 

DO 23 Oo. Univeran? pref, (6). .ccccssceces 33 33 5 2 
4'4 % C20). Wate TG < iiccetscsinvciives 2% 2 2 —% 
20 4 100 Do pfd coceeweeseeeeéeseesse 7 7 7 i 
43% 15% 43,100 Westingnouse ......scee0¢ sesecooe BI% 24% 26 + % 

CURB 

25 4s ha Columbia Picts....... 0000esesces oe ° 

1% Y 2.200 De Forest Radic. ..csccecccceese % Sn a ~ %& 
2% 1%, 1O Gem, Thee. BW. SOG. cs cecdssceces oe % * 

4% OEP TOSRRICOIE io osccascoccdoscncces 3% 3% * = 
By Sy See BOR DR cs ccaetececoedeccese ° 1% 1% lL = © 
BONDS 
7™ 1 $16,008 Gen. Thee. Wai "OOicciccccveces oh 3M 3% % 
3 24 | oe! 2g ee errr rere 4014 0 . i 
Ww 64 ge 8 > eee ae 8132 #1'% 8} 3 
) 49 Be rrr 6S OM 65 Le 

CO% 13 J1.4«) Par-Fam-Lasky 6's , Serre re 2 I = “ 
9) iff 52,000 Par-Pub 5%'s, '59.....cccccccee - 19 6 1 
041, 50 SGP Me Gebe Ceiiciidccceccsces 79 9 » 

6 1% . Shubert 6's ‘ ‘ 
40 4 44,000 Warner Bros, 6's, '39......06. 24% 2314 ae - a) 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Rid Asked 
< «+++» Roxy, Class A (3.50) 
Gen, Theatre cfs. sold $7,000, 3% hich, 2% low, 2% last, net off 1%. 
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15 YEARS AGG 


(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 





El Brendel and Flo Bert took a 
page to announce their overnight 
hit in vaude. Were booked solid 
for that and next season. 


George M. Cohan started to sing 
his ‘Over There’ at a benefit in the 
Bronx, but forgot the words, so he 
went into his dance. 


Shuberts were selling space on 
the electric sign at the Winter Gar- 
den to the minor principals. Cost 
them $25 a week to go into the 
lights. 





War tax was on and some thea- 
tres dropped the odd priced seats 
to avoid handling pennies. Balcony 
seats at 75c. were put down to 50c. 
or up to a dollar, which eliminated 
the coppers. 





Baltimore correspondent of ‘Vari- 
ety’ panned a stock burley. ‘Dis- 
gusting dialog’ and ‘filthy cooch’ 
were not a part of the regular shows 
those days. 


Keith bookers cancelled the Dolly 
sisters because they took a Knick- 
erbocker hotel cabaret date. 


» Louis B. Mayer quit Metro’s Bos- 
ton exchange when he got in a row 
with the company because he had 
taken over Anita Stewart for his 
own productions. Now the courts 
decided Miss Stewart must work 
for Vitagraph on an unexpired con- 
tract. Revealed that with royalties 
she was making about $127,000 a 
year. Big money then. 


Rialto paid $3,000 for the first 
Chaplin First National picture. 
Average price was $100 a day for 
first runs. Double what had been 
paid for Mutual Chaplins. 


Broadway houses were worried 
about the pending opening of the 
Rivoli. Strand was adding 1,200 
additional seats and built up its 
orch by odiding 12 men. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From ‘Clinper’) 








George C. Miln, formerly a Chi- 
cago minister, essayed ‘Hamlet.’ 
Switched to the stage, but his pul- 
pit style was against him. 


P. T. Barnum told that the cost 
of wintering the show and getting 
ready for the road had been $225,- 
000. He added ‘more than any 
other traveling show is worth to- 
day.’ His litho bill for the season 
was $75,000. 


Niles, Evans, Bryant and Hoey 
were touring in ‘The Book Agent’ 
which Charles Hoyt later rewrote 
into ‘A Parlor Match’ for Evans and 
Hoey, who used it for 14 years. 

Sam Hague's minstrels played the 
Park theatre, Brooklyn, Hague 
taking over the management for 
that week. He cut out the litho 
passes and as a result played to 
half houses. Pictorial paper im- 
portant. 


Local museum had a fat girl 13 
years old. She was 54 inches tall 
and a chest measurement of 81 
inches. 


* Chas. Lundberg was trying to sell 

his embalmed whale. Included a 
flat car with an office and sleeping 
quarters at one end. Told that 
whale was in perfect preservation 
‘over $6,000 having been expended 
for that purpose alone.’ 


Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cohan were 
preparing to quit vaudeville for ‘The 
Molly Maguires’ and ‘The Owls of 
New York,’ mellers. 


Sutherland 


Seven sisters were 
tuoring with a freak show. Sent 
out a hair tonic company of that 


name. Any woman with hair at 
least five feet long was a ‘Suther- 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


Considerable ado about the ticket scale for ‘When Ladies Meet,’ at 
| the Royale, the season's first hit. It opened with a regular scale of $3, 
| the attraction taking care of the federal admissions tax, so that the 
| acual net per ticket was $2.73. 

After John Golden, the play’s 








producer, learned that brokers were 


| getting $5.50 and $6.50 per ticket (that takes in agencies which previously 


claimed never to gyp) he considered raising the scale to $4.40. Golden 
finally decided to make the tickets $3.30. Understood, however, that he 
has demanded ‘ice’ from the specs. That will probably mean $1 more 
on each choice location. 

Under the new law, while the agencies are exempted from the old 
50% levy on excess prices, that percentage is payable by the theatre if 
receiving more than the box office price. House’s end of the excess will 
appear on the statement, however. 


Open 52 weeks a year behind the asbestos, but not more than six weeks 
in front, is the unique position of Erlanger’s Mason opera house, the 
oldest theatre of legitimate standing in Los Angeles. Many of the city’s 
long runs have been established there, yet today 99% of the shows 
produced for coast showing rehearse there, but play at other theatres, 
giving the landmark but 1% for b. o. returns. 

Built 26 years ago before steel became an important factor in con- 
struction the house is considered one of the finest acoustically, yet it 
stands out of the so-called Rialto section. In the past, however, records 
were set with such shows as ‘No, No, Nanette,” 22 weeks; ‘Broadway,’ 
20; ‘Trial of Mary Dugan,’ 17; Duncan Sisters, 14; ‘Desert Song,’ 17. 
Kolb and Dill, Fred Stone, Margaret Anglin, Ethel Barrymore and many 
others served in establishing the house as the home of success in L. A. 

Slogan now is, rehearse at the Mason but play some place else, 


History of ‘Tell Her the Truth,’ the new Tillie Leblang-Morris Green 
musical, is surprisingly involved. It’s actually an importation from Eng- 
land of an importation from America. 

Originally the play was a novel by Fred Isham entitled ‘Nothing But 

the Truth.’ James Montgomery turned it into the farce for Willie Collier 
and used the same title. ? 
About a year ago Bert Lee and P. Weston rewrote the farce and some 
songs were added by Jack Waller and Joseph Turnbridge. It was shown 
in London in that form and retitled ‘Tell Her the Truth.’ Now it’s been 
imported back to New York and rewritten again. 





Dimitri Tiomkin’s maiden legit production effort, ‘Keeping Expenses 
Down,’ which closed at the National, N. Y., after 10 days, was a 50-50 
investment effort by Tiomkin and Montague Glass, co-author of the 
play. Show was hooked up economically, but despite that both figured 
it best not to throw more money in and move it to the Masque as was 
the original intention. 

Show was hooked up at $1,300 through a small guaranty and per- 
centage arrangement with the players. It took in less than that last 
week. 


Gilbert Miller’s plan to present a musical show starring Nikita Balieff 
and Yvonne Printemps is dated for February in London. Show may 
later reach Broadway. 

Balieff is also due here next season with a new ‘Chauve-Souris’ under 
the direction of S. Hurok who has signed him for the season of 1933-34. 
Heretofore Balieff’s American appearances were under the management 
of Morris Gest. Nikita’s revue presented here last season was a radical 
departure from the others and quickly closed. 





At the request of A. C. Blumenthal, who is currently roadshowing the 
Ziegfeld revival of ‘Show Boat,’ Maxwell House coffee is now inserting a 
line in its continuity stating that its ‘Show Boat’ version has ‘no connec- 
tion with productions having a similar title’ and that all material used in 
the ether verson has been especially prepared for the program. 


Arthur Edison and George Burton debut as legit producers this week 
with ‘Incubator’ at the Avon. They are also considering a play called 
‘Behind the Screen’ by Brewster Morse, a Coast writer. 

Report from Hollywood that Morse would direct, or was concerned 
with ‘Incubator,’ was incorrect state the new managers. 


‘The Anatomist,’ at the Bijou, is the first British importation to arrive 
on Broadway this season, 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 








wanted Ps amount to clip the scene, but Par got it through only after 
considerable pleading to the effect that it was an essential part of the 
story and couldn't be clipped without ruining the entire film. 


Preparation to take advantage of any relief in the tariff situation 
Which might come with a new administration in Washington is being 
made by Erpi. Understood that the trip through South America of E. M. 
Hawley, assistant export manager for the Western Electric subsidiary, 
Was made with that idea in mind. 

Hawley returned to New York last week with a list of theatre prospects 
for sound equipment. At the present time ERPI is making little attempt 
to sell S. A. because exchange rates are so low there would be virtually 
no profit in current sales. : 


Indication of picture house conditions in some of the smaller southern 
California towns is found in Long Beach, Cal., with a population of 
172,000. 

Of the 24 houses now open there 21 are operated at a 10 to 20 cents 
top and offer double or triple feature shows. Only three houses in the 
town are scaled above 25 cent price with two of the latter, West Coast 
and State, playing stage shows. 


On the contention that crowds will be on the streets late election 
night (Nov. 8) all house managers in Dave Chatkin’s Publix térritory 
have been advised to prepare to give midnight performances. 

While urging that all houses make every effort to fight radio reports 
that night, Chatkin also has cautioned his managers against expensive 
tie-ups for ticker or telegraph service. 


With the word conciliation likely to be added to the industry’s vocab- 
ulary, because of current exhibitor-distributor confabs to establish such 
a board. Haysian wordists are fearful that exhibitors may confuse it 
With arbitration. 

Where arbitration means authority to bind by decision the newer term 
denotes a board that is authorized only to negotiate in film language. 

Educational is making a two reeler, ‘Hollywood Runaround,’ in which 
Monty Collins, playing a film actor, runs for the Mayor of Hollywood. 

Story has him resigning immediately after election ‘because Sam Gold- 





land sister’ for show purposes. 


wyn has given me a contract for three weeks’ work.’ 


EDITORIAL 


Inside Stuff—Music -e 


Stage stars coming into radio are digging wide and deep into the 
old catalogs for their song repertoires. Penchant now is to routine 
themselves with numbers they had popularized years ago. Marked case 
in point is Al Jolson who will depend upon the old files for the major 
part of his Chevrolet program over NBC starting Nov. 18, Already 
spotted by him are ‘Rockabye Baby’ and ‘Mason Dixon Line,’ a couple 
numbers he built up into huge selling proportions over 15 years ago. 

Value of these cullings to publishers owning the catalogs is that it 
not only sells orchestrations of the old ones but they serve as a in- 
troductory wedge for inducing the stage name to add one of the new 
ones to his ether show. There's also the chance of a ‘revival’ of song 
such as has happened with ‘San,’ ‘Dinah,’ et. al. 


Music men reading Emile Gauvreau’s ‘Scandal Monger,’ which is an 
attack on the columnists, have been struck by the singular carelessness 
of the pop song chronology. Tunes which are currently popular are 
cited as themes in the nite club sequences transpiring years back and 
vice versa. One currently popular ditty, which is mentioned, wasn’t even 
written at the time Gauvreau spotted it in his book. 

One interpretation is that Gauvreau possibly did that with deliberate 
intent to create the idea that it’s all fiction and was not intended as au- 
thentic panning of any one columnist or supposedly with any historical or 
authentic intent. 


Extraordinary enterprise of the British Broadcasting Corp. was mani- 
fested by a transatlantic phone call from BBC to Irving Mills, of Mills- 
Rockwell, managers of Duke Ellington. 

BBC had heard a rumor of Ellington's advent to Europe and hastened 
to put itself on record for Ellington's air services while in England. The 
Duke's recordings are big sellers abroad. 

That the rumor is ill founded, for the time being at least, but en- 
hances the BBC effort to get first crack at the Ellingtonians over there. 


E. C. Mills has been made a member of the advisory board of the 
Times square branch of the Chemical Bank & Trust Co. This branch 
is situated in the Paramount building which houses the ASCAP of 
which Mills is general manager. 

The ASCAP, banking with Chemical, turns over more than $1,000,000 
annually in music tax royalties to its members, checks being signed 
by Mills as g. m. 





Contributions to the Philharmonic Symphony and other recognized 
musical associations of the state may be deducted from income tax pay- 
ments, the department of taxation and finance of N. Y. has announced, 
The purchase of admissions to concerts is not included in this ruling, 
however, and may be deducted only to the extent of the 15% of the net 
income allowed by law. 


Metro production of ‘Smilin’ Thru’ contains a number for which the 
picture company had to go outside its publishing affiliate, Robbins Music, 
It’s a song of the same title that’s been in the Witmark catalog of stande 
ards for several years. With the picture figured to give it a new lease 
on life, Witmark has had it reprinted in a new format. 





Abe Olman, prez of the music pub firm bearing his name, denies that 
he’s interested in selling a piece of the business to Robbins or anybody 
else. Olman’s silent backers are sufficient to take care of his financial 
requirements, besides which the firm is doing all right, states Olman. 


Witmark has revived ‘Smiling Thru,’ the Arthur Penn song, along with 
the Metro picture of the same name. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


For the second time since the start of the political ether mara- 
thon, Gov. Roosevelt had his national hookup taken away from him in 
the midst of a speech during the Baltimore rally last Tuesday (25) night. 
Democratic campaign funds had bought a half hour from NBC and 
when the half-hour came to end so did the broadcast, as far as the 
loudspeaker fans were concerned, right in the middle of a sentence, 
Previous occasion was when Roosevelt spoke from the northwest. 

On the other hand, President Hoover is immune from any such sudden 
airlane terminations. It's an unwritten rule of the broadcasters that 
the president’s ether mouthpiece must remain undisturbed to the very 
end, whether it be a public events or a campaign spiel. 





They have a new way of serving subpoenas on radio talent. 

Network warbler got a phone call from a fellow who described him- 
self as Mr. O’Donnell of a radio fan magazine and said he would like 
to arrange for an interview at her apartment. After okaying the time, 
the singer became leery and tried to get a line on the caller from the 
chain's press department. Latter inquired of the mag and found it had 
no one of that name on its payroll. When the ‘O'Donnell’ appeared for 
the appointment, he admitted the phony as a ruse to serve the mike 
artist in a lease suit, 


Requests for mail on giveaways, etc., via the ether, now insist that the 
fans write to the company direct and not ‘to the station to which you 
have been listening,’ as has been a previous convenience. The reason 
is a new postal regulation forbidding mail matter being accumulated 
and expressed in bulk, on the re-directed addressing. 

Federal law now specifically states that such type of mail must be 
restamped and re-mailed, hence the stations no longer request mail 
being sent them, but it goes direct to the advertiser. 


Influential group in General Motors is still insisting upon the inclu- 

sion of Frazier Hunt, the correspondent, in the Buick show. G-M execs 
became divided during the auditions for the program, the faction favor- 
ing Virginia Rae and Frank Munn with the Paul Whiteman show win- 
ning out. Contention was that the Hunt idea of dramatized interviews 
with international figures he had met would be totally out of place in 
the Whiteman type of program, but another group still advocates that 
idea. —_——. 
Elzey Roberts, publisher of the St. Louis ‘Star,’ heretofore rated as 
one of radio’s bitterest foes, and personally conspicuous as a prime 
mover for anti-broadcasting resolutions at newspaper conventions, has 
tossed his daily into the ether ranks. 

Roberts is now buying three 10 minute periods a day over KMOX, the 
local CBS key, for his paper. ‘Star's’ programs are mainly made up 
of news flashes transmitted direct from the city room, 

Some of the major agencies make it a practice of sending out radio 
publicity on the letter heads and enclosed in envelopes bearing the sig- 








nature of the commercials involved. Angle here is that the fact that the 
blurb comes direct from a national advertiser will carry more prestige 
and will have its subtle influence upon the paper’s advertising depart 





ment. _ 
Jack Pearl has four gagmen now preparing his material for Lucky 
Strike broadcasts. They’re Jack Singer, Jr., Billy K. Wells, Andy Ricé 


and Joe Cunningham, 
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REGETEMATE — 








Equity Weighs Shelving Old Basic 











Agreement, Mostly Ignored Already 


| Rushing Mid-November 


Equity is reported considering the 
ghelving of the Basic Minimum 
contract, in operation between the 
ors’ organization and a group of 


ct 
spanaser'’s. The agreement was en- 
gered into in 1924 with the Shu- 


perts and affiliated producers who 
feared a repetition of the actors’ 
strike of 1919. a 

With nearly every provision gone 
gnto the discard, Equity seems will- 
ing to drop the whole matter. When 
the agreement was entered into, the 
Shuberts gathered their cohorts and 
withdrew from the Producing Man- 
agers Association, forming what is 
ealled the Managers Protective As- 
sociation. Principal ‘protection’ in 
the contract was that Equity would 
pot walk out on a sympathetic 
strike with stage hands or musi- 
eians for 10 years. It had been the 
support of the latter unions that 
won the strike. Under the contract 
the managers guaranteed all sal- 
ary claims of players in shows of 
its members. 

Equity has claims at this time 
amounting to about $8,000 which 
the M.P.A. has not paid. The man- 
agers have not refused, but they 
have asked for more time. It is 
mo secret that the M.P.A. has no 
coin in its treasury nor that most 
ef its members (maybe a dozen) 
‘are feeling the pinch. 

Relations With Unions 

The Basic contract has’ been 
breached any number of times by 
the managers. Contract still has a 
year and a half of life. What is 
-more important to Equity is that by 
.scrapping the contract it can pave 
the way to more friendly relations 
with the stage unions. Equity lead- 
ers admit that the agreement not 
to strike was an affront to the 
stage hands and musicians’ todies. 

For several seasons the legit has 
had nothing to fear from the unions. 
Equity was impelled to make the 
trade with the Shubert group be- 
cause the Actors Fidelity League 
was still active—at present it is 
nothing but a skeleton. A majority 
ef producers refused to sign the 
They were then rated 
as ‘independents’ and could not pre- 
sent shows unless the casts be- 
Jonged to Equity 100%. Managers 
in the M.P.A. were ‘permitted’ to 
have casts with two non-Equity 
Members in every 10 players. 

This provision in the Basic Agree- 
fment was known as the ‘80-20’ plan. 
it was predicted that th. prominent 
Managers outside the M.P.A. would 
give Equity less trouble than those 
in that association and the records 
of claims with Equity and the arbi- 


trations prove that to have been 
true. 
Members of the M.P.A. did not 


have to file a bond with Equity, 
guaranteeing salaries. As a matter 
ef practice the recognized producers 
who remained independent have 
never had that requirement en- 
forced against them either. 
Bond Clause Inactive 

Recently Equity ruled that man- 
agers now joining the virtually im- 
potent M.P.A. would_not be relieved 
from posting bonds or cash surety 
for salaries. That removed the Jast 


excuse for continuing the Basic 
Agreement. 
The Shuberts were impelled to 


split the old managers’ association 
because of Wall Street. They were 
incorporating at the time and down- 
town told them there could be no 
More strikes. The Shuberts never 
told their fellow members about 
that. Those managers who refused 
to join the newly formed M.P.A. 
Were known as the ‘Reund Robins.’ 
Who tacitly stayed on their own and 
there has never been any doubts 
that they were correct. 

When the Shuberts went into re- 
eeivership last year Equity was in 
& quandary about the M.P.A. and 
has never solved the problem. Near- 
est they came was the promise of 
the receivers to rate actors work- 
ing in current attractions as pre- 
fered creditors—they do get paid, 
While the other trade creditors and 
bondholders are wondering if they 
will ever get any sort of settle- 
ment. That, too, goes for the older 
Claims Equity has against the Shu- 

erts. 


Carroll Cuts Salaries 
Earl Carroll has instituted a 15% 


®alary cut for the whole ‘Vanities’ 
east at the Broadway, New York. | 
Every body accepted. 

Revue, in its sixth week, has been 


Brossing under $20,000 a week. 





Casino Variety-Revue 


George White is auditioning peo- 
ple at the Casino, where he’s anx- 
ious to open his variety revue by 
mid-November. So far Harry Rich- 


man and Bert Lahr are set as name | 


stars. They may hold over indef 
if biz warrants but the rest of the 
bill will be changed monthly. 

White will revive scenes and 
numbers from his past ‘Scandals’ 
editions. ‘Birth of the Blues’ will 
be in the opening show, among 
others. 

Richman has breezed to Florida 
for a vacash before the variety re- 
vue opens. 


ZIEGFELD-CASINO JAM 


HALTS WHITE REGIME 


A dispute involving the tenancy 
of the Casino theatre, New York, 
reached the courts Monday when 
the 755 7th Avenue Corporation and 
George White sought to disposses 
the F. Z. Corporation and A. C. 
Blumenthal acting for the Ziegfeld 
estate. Although ‘Show Boat, which 
Blumenthal is handling, took to the 
road from the Casino, he refused to 
give up possession of the house and 
White’s plan to open a vaudeville 
revue there next Monday will prob- 
ably be deferred. 

The late Flo Ziegfeld in taking 
over the theatre guaranteed he 
would produce a new ‘Follies’ there 
by the middle of November and 
posted $10,000 as good faith. Blu- 
menthal is attempting to recover 
that money, contending that Zieg- 
feld’s death was an act of God and 
his estate should not suffer. The 
theatre owners maintain that the 
money is forfeited. 

Blumenthal and Peggy Fears 
moved their offices from the Casino 
to the Alvin where their ‘Music in 
the Air’ opens next week, but when 
Casino owners refused to settle the 
‘Follies’ guarantee Blumenthal re- 
fused to permit White the use of 
the house for rehearsals. White's 
arrangement for the Casino is on 
a rental basis and he has paid $25,- 
000 in advance. 


Coast Theatre Guild 
Preparing Production 


Pasadena, Oct. 31. 


Taking its cue from the Theatre 
Guild in New York, the Theatre 
League, Inc., of California has been 
formed as a subscription proposi- 
tion to produce plays that have had 
Broadway runs for a tour of Coast 
cities, 

Gilmor Brown is producing direc- 
tor of the organization which al- 
ready has sponsors in San Diego, 
Fresno and Stockton. First attrac- 
tion will be S. N. Behrman’s ‘Brief 
Moment,’ also scheduled for two 
weeks at the Curran, San Francisco. 

Bradford Mills and Jj. Francis 
Smith have been promoting the plan 
in California for the past several 
months. 

Although having no connection 
with the Pasadena Community 
Players, producing facilities of the 








Pasadena Playhouse will be used. | 


Professional casts are to be em- 


ployed. 


——$——— 


Dinner Club Moves 


The Actors Dinner Club has 
moved from the former cafeteria 
quarters under Loew’s State (New 


York) to 130 West 42nd _ street, 
second floor. The building was 
formerly used by a _ restaurant 


known as Old London. 

Price of meals is now 8) cents 
instead of 50 cents. Actors with- 
out funds are to be fed as hereto- 
fore, cards being distributed by the 
various stage organizations. 


Shubert, K. C., Opens 


Kansas City, Oct. 31 
Shubert theatre will open Nov. 6. 
with a revival of the “Merry Widow 





| to $2 top. 


Following om Nov. M4 ie ‘Another 
Language.’ 





‘Hamlet’ Sans Prince 


| 





Yiddish troupe in Brooklyn 
was rehearsing a play 
the Russian revolution when 
someone mentioned that Metro 
was making a picture called 
‘Rasputin.’ Immediately the 
title of the play was switched 
|| to ‘Rasputin.’ 

Okay until several 
! after the opening when one 
of the customers pointed out 
that they had forgotten to 
write a part into the play for 
the new title character. 


Ed Wynn's Stage 
Broadcast Ups 
His Pitt. Gross 


days 


} 














Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 


as the smartest stunt ever pulled 
for a legit show was the public 
broadcast for charity of Ed Wynn's 
Texaco program last week at the 
Nixon during the local engagement 
of ‘Laugh Parade.’ Ether pro- 
gram, in addition to netting a cou- 
ple of grand for Pittsburgh’s Wel- 
fare Fund, is likewise ‘elieved to 
have boosted ‘Laugh  Parade’s’ 
normal gross by several thousand. 

Public broadcast had the personal 
sponsorship of Mayor Kline, and 
that immediately made it a sure 
cinch for plenty of newspaper 
space. Dailies started plugging in 
news pages, in theatrical sections 
and radio columns week before 
Wynn’s arrival and kept it up every 
day, with result that the ‘Fire Chief’ 
got more personal publicity for his 
show than any half-dozen entertain- 
ments ever to play here put to- 
gether. 

Not only that, but Texaco came 
through, too, on the charity angle 
with half-page advertising spreads 
in each of the three dailies, all of 
the lay-outs getting in plugs for 
‘Laugh Parade’s’ engagement at the 
Nixon. All of this cost neither 
Wynn nor the théatre a cent, with 
show S.R.O. and a mop-up for both 
ends, 

After the regular’ broadcast, 
which drew a full house, Wynn told 
the audience the money for install- 
ing a wire in the theatre had come 
out of his own pocket. Tickets for 
broadcast brought $1 a throw, with 
boxes auctioned off among the 
snooty mob. 

Wynn will repeat the stunt in 
every city ‘Laugh Parade’ plays and 
marks a new step in playing an 
ether rep off to good legit advan- 
tage with showmanly touches. 


‘WIZARD OF 02’ WITH 
STONE FOR CHI FAIR 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Revival of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 
with Fred Stone, who starred in the 
show in 1900 with the late Dave 
Montgomery, is a _ possibility for 
Chicago durirg the World’s Fair 
next year. Stone is negotiating with 
Frank Baum of West Hollywood, 
son of tne author, who died in 1919, 
for the rights. He will cast Dorothy 
Stone as a lead. 

Charles Dillingham would pro- 
duce, bringing him and Stone to- 
gether again for the first time since 
their business quarre] several years 
ago. 

Baum is also preparing to sell 
radio rights to ‘The Wizard,’ an oil 
; company wanting it for a series of 
/15 minute broadcasts, six nights 
weekly. 

Feet 
\Dazey Seeks Chicago 
Production for Play 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 
| Charles T. Dazey, old time play- 
| wright, has been in town negotiating 
ptm Ralph Kettering with a view 
toward a possible Chicago produc- 
j; tion at the Adelphi theatre of his 
latest play, ‘A Threefold Race.’ 
| This was presented some weeks ago 
jin Quincy, Hlinois, Dazey’s home 
| town. 


| What is being hailed around here 
| 

















i theatrical record of having 


| Dazey’s ‘In Old Kentucky’ holds a} 


Cabin’ is the only 
beat this outsice 


!‘Uncle Tom’s 
piece that ever 


| Shakespeare. 


4 


about | 
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‘Stoopnagle and Budd 
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Producers Writing Own Tickets 
For Bway Houses on Share Terms 


. 


| 





. | 
Among ‘March’ Changes 
Washington, Oct. 31. 
Forward March’ underwent 
here last week in a 
opening on Broadway. 


changes 
up before 


| 

Show has its points but lacks 
punch. 
Hunt for names seems to have 


found fruit in signing of Stoopnagle| 
and Budd, Columbia network come-'! 
dians, who join line-up this Friday. | 


Ted Healy came down for try-out 
last week, but didn’t stay. Doc | 
Rockwell also was slated but deal 
fell through. 

Joan Abbott was out after Sat- | 
urday night in favor of Gracie! 
3arrie, who has been playing for | 
Warner Brothers. Miss Barrie will | 
get two song hits, ‘Love and} 
Rhythm’ and ‘It’s Great to Be in| 
Love.’ 

New dance team, Ruth Harrison 


and Alex Fischer, moved in Satur- 
day night after closing Loew's Fox 
night before. Penthouse Serenade 
number, a modernistic interpreta- 
tion, sold them. 

B. O. not up to expectations here, 
but same is true of all shows so far. 


MILLER WOULD OPERATE 





dependent 
: ’ ) ti Ss, are caus- 
build | ope n mind on attractions, are caus 


Bh Be 
plaining 
| operate at 
terms now demanded by some indie 





VIA PRODUCER ALLIES 


Gilbert Miller is readying a pro- 
gram designed to include partner- 
ships with several other producers 
in the production of plays’ for 
Broadway. Arrangement is due to 
the fact that he has only one the- 
atre, the Henry Miller, left, but 
more show properties than he can 
handle alone without hiring other 
houses, 

First tieup, almost set with Her- 
man Shumlin, has fallen through. 
Shumlin was to put on ‘Bride of 
Turesko,’ a Miller foreign play 
property. Would have been a Shum- 
lin production with Miller cutting 
in, but Shumlin at the last minute 
decided he didn’t care enough for 
the play. Another piece may be 
substituted. 

Other plays Miller has which he’d 
like to have other producers put on 
with him are ‘While Parents Sleep’ 
and ‘Behold We Live,’ latter a John 
Van Druten opus. 

Meantime Miller continues buy- 
ing plays, his most recent acquisi- 
tion being ‘Alien Corn’ by Sidney 
Howard, which Katherine Cornell 
controlled for the past nine months 
and was going to produce for her- 
self this season. Miss Cornell's op- 
tion on the piece expires this week 
and she has signified her decision 
not to renew, with the piece going 
to Miller by agreement with How- 
ard. 

















stayed | 
'on the boards 27 years, It is believed | 


bauthe 


Orkow, Bannister East 


Realignment of ea- 
tre control on ruled 
out all guarantees, first money to 
the house and high stop limits, In- 
theatre men, having an 


indepe hag t 1 


has 


Broadway 


ing great concern to seasoned thea- 
tre owners, who are loudly com- 
that it is impossible to 
a profit, if accepting 


producers. 

In the past the theatre owner 
stood pat and often demanded such 
protective conditions for the house 
and such percentages that the pro- 
ducers had little chance to climb out 
of the production costs except with 
real hits. It was often charged that 
powers in control of theatres, de- 
manded a ‘piece’ of a show which 
opened favorably out of town, before 
it was booked into a desired house. 
It is known that aspiring showmen 
were forced to accept the terms or 
else quit theatricals. 

Booking entered into within the 
past month by independent produc- 
ers having stipulated 75% for the 
show, with the house getting 25%— 
on a straight sharing basis. Also 
producers have demanded and ob- 
tained representation in the box of- 
fice, virtual control of the tickets 
(which theatre men always con- 
trolled) and a share of the house 
profits, up to as much as 50%. The 
house’s stage and musician ex- 
penses, makes it ‘mperative for the 
show to be a hit Otherwise the 
house faces sure red. 

This complete reversal of other 
days is explained by the fact that 
more than half of Broadway's legit 
houses are independent, including 
a number controlled by banks ab- 
sorbed through mortgage foreclos- 
ures or in the hands of receviers 
which also has a bank angle. The 
men in charge figure that a dark 
house is a certain loss, but that with 
an attraction, profits are possible, 
and any money earned from an at- 
traction will reduce the loss. 

Old time theatre owners cannot 
see it that way, refusing to take a 
chance and forgetting they formerly 
played safe and forced the pro- 
ducer to do nearly all the gambling. 
They contend it is cheaper to stay 
dark than risk the comparatively 
slender profit possible under present 
conditions. 

The United Booking Office works 
along a theory that its system will 
protect its own Broadway theatres— 
that is, the Shubert and Erlanger 
strings. A condition to try-out or 
road dates igs that the producer 
agrees to play combine houses in 
New York. The U. B. O.’s road sys- 
tem has worked okay so far, but it 
has not been able to prevent at- 
tractions roing into indie houses on 
Broadway. 

The only time the house owner or 
lessee can effectively combat pro- 
ducers’ demands, is when the num- 
ber of new shows equal or outnum- 
bers the available theatres. Such a 





With Legit Prospects | 
Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Ben Orkow, finishing a Fox 
writing contract left Friday (28) for 
New York to talk terms on produc- 
tion of a new play. Piece is titled 
‘Life Is Real.’ 

Harry Bannister is motoring east 
with rights to an English play, for 
which he was seeking leads in 
Hollywood. 


Marion Swayne Freed 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 

Mrs. Marion Levering, who as 
Marion Swayne played long engage- 
ments in ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and in 
‘Romance’ with Doris Keane, won 
a divorce here last week from Jo- 
seph M. Levering. 

The Leverings were married in 
1924, and it was ‘a great mistake,’ 
the actress charged. She said her 
husband was 21 years older than 
she, and deceived her about his age 
at the time of their wedding. Lev- 
ering relied upon her for support, 
his wife told the court. 





Lynn Riggs Directing 
Iowa City, Ia., Oct. 31. 
Lynn Riggs, New York play- 
wright, has taken charge of casting 





parts and directing his play ‘Chero- 

kee Night,’ to be given it premiere | 

at the University of Iowa, Dec. 6, 7 | 

and 8. | 
Play has to do with influence of | 

the white man’s civilization on In- 

| diaz im the Oklahoma t tory 


being a native of 1) state, 


condition is impossible this season 
and has not been true of the past 
two seasons, as the continvous list 
of dark theatres testifies. 

Conditions distinctly favor pro- 
ducers. Any indie success alertly 
managed means that most of the 
profits will go to the show. One 
prominent house operator who has 
refused to accept the new condi- 
tions demanded by the independents, 
pointed out that his houses had not 
missed any good thing, since the 
few successes to date have gone into 
theatres controlled by the producers 
of those shows. However, deals al- 
ready entered into, where the indie 
producer is favored, are for produc- 
tions which have yet to reach 
Broadway. 


Ina Claire in Guild 


Ina Claire has joined the Theatre 
Guild, and will have the lead in the 
next Guild production, ‘Biography.’ 





It’s an S. N, Behrman play and 
due to go into rehearsal within 
about a week, 





‘PEGGY’ DATES SET 
Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 


‘Peggy Be Careful,’ (‘Mabel Be 


| Careful’ when produced in New 
York) opens a coast tour at the 
Scenic, Whittier (F-WC) Nov. 9, 
with Long Beach to follow. (ast 
lincludegs Peggy Worth, who is also 
producer; Margaret de la Motte, 
Ethel Clavton and James Crane 
Sidney Schallmann set the pre- 
minary Gatlewm 
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Plays on 


Broadway 





TELL HER THE TRUTH 


Farce with music. Presented at the Cort | 
Oct. 28 for Tilwil Amusement Enterprises 
by Morris Green. Staged by latter and 
Henry Thomas. Adapted by R. P. Weston 
and Bert Lee from James Montgomery's 


original, based on Frederick Isham’s novel. 


Music by Jack Waller and Joseph Tun- 
bridge. 

Dn... shaantecess boeeess Raymond Walburn 
Office Boy...cccccccscvessss ...L0u Parker 
OR 5 6 scccaees eeveses Hobart Cavanaugh 
Mr. Ralston...secccceses+--Andrew Tombes 
Mr. Parkir.....cccccecsess William Frawley 
Bobbie. ....cccssccesseces Jack Sheehan, Jr. 
Polly ...cccsovccsccceece eeeccces Thelma White 
WEBIOR. 02cccvcccecececesocegeses Edith Davis 
Mrs. Ralston...cccseceres Margaret Dumont 
GWOR..ccccccccce eocccceces Lillian Kmerson 
DOE . Kcnbeocccoge eecece +.++-Louise Kirtland 
Martha......cccsccccccccsescess Berta Donn 





At the time when William Collier 
was ‘Willie,’ he appeared in a fast 
farce called ‘Nothing But the Truth.’ 


The same play with musical num- 
bers added is ‘Tell Her the Truth,’ 
which has been running in London 
and now is at the Cort. It seemed 
slow in comparison with the origi- 
nal, mildly diverting on the whole, 
but with some high-scoring points— 
the songs. Short engagement in- 
dicated. Critics used sledge ham- 
mers. 

The show's sponsor is Mrs. Joe 
Leblang, who, with several theatres 
needing attractions, embarked upon 
production. Due soon is her second 
show, ‘The Du Barry,’ a London suc- 
cess of note. ‘Truth’ not only served 
for the London presentation, but 
was also the book for the musical, 
‘Yes, Yes, Yvette,’ not a Broadway 
success. It’s showing now might be 
regarded as somewhat of a revival. 

Story is familiar enough. Three 
partners in a realty business at 
Shingle Haven, L. I., specialize in 
selling lots which have a tendency 
to slide into the sea. Bobbie, the 
“junior member of the firm, is the 
fiance of the senior member’s niece. 
She is out to help the local parson 
raise funds for a children’s home, 
and entrusts five G’s to him for in- 
vestment and a quick turnover, she 
having heard the real estaters claim 
anybody could double their money 
by buying the lots. Ralston and 
Dick, the other partners, bet Bobbie 
that he could not tell the truth for 
24 hours. He is put through the 
paces plenty, nearly breaking up the 
Ralston home by refusing to fib, but 
he wins the wager and squares him- 
self. 

A lot of lots disappear into the 
drink before the clock strikes 4 the 
next afternoon, the time limit on the 
bet. Two giddy hoofers arouse the 
suspicions of Mrs. Ralston. Mr. 
Parkin, the parson, takes a flier in 
real estate, gets stuck and hollers 
for his money back. It is from that 
character that a good deal of the 
show's fun comes. 

That makes William Frawley a 
most important member of the cast. 
He looks anything but a preacher, 
with a quizzical pan and a penchant 
for making collections for the 
church. His claim to vocal stand- 
ing is the boast that he was first 
tenor at the Ozone parish church. 
Frawley’s first score came with 
‘Sing, Brothers,’ which progressive- 
ly improved, infecting most of th: 
players, who joined in the chorus 
He figured, too, later in ‘Horror- 
torio,’ a combination of burlesquc 
opera and comic lyrics. It is the 
same number that Willie Howard 
used so effectively in Winter Gar- 
den shows. 

Andrew Tombes, Jack Sheehan, 
jr., and Raymond Walburn are the 
realty partners, making for a well- 
balanced cast of principals. How- 
ever, young Sheehan's’ Bobbie 
seemed strung out too much and 
very little like the Collier original. 
He duetted twice with Lillian Emer- 
son, new on Broadway. She is at- 
tractive, graceful and natural. 
Their ‘Happy the Day’ may be a 
new favorite with dance bands. 

‘Hoch, Caroline,’ was quintetted, 
most of the seven numbers being 
delivered by groups. ‘Caroline’ was 
sung, too, in the orchestra pit by 

May and Muriel Muth and Dorothy 
Essig, a trio appearing before the 
second act curtain. No chorus is 
wsed. 

In Rochester and Detroit ‘Tell Her 
the Truth’ was warmly greeted and 
the reviews were excellent. That's 
a tip that the show is better for the 
road than Broadway. It is not costly 
to operate and the ticket top at 
$3.85 looks high for a eo larren ag 

ee. 


DANGEROUS CORNER 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Empire Oct. 27 by Harry Moses; written by 
J. B. Priestley; staged by Elsa Lazareff. 








Maud Mockridge.....ccccvees Jane Wheatley 
GrwWen POCl.6..scccosee eeccese Mary Servoss 
Freda Chatfield. ..cccccceses-+--0ean Dixon 
Betty Whitehouse..... «++.» Barbara Robbins 
Charlea Stanton. ...cccccecse Stanley Ridges 
Gordon Whitehouse............ Cecil Holm 
Robert Cratfleld....... Colin Keith-Johnston 

Last week seemed to be one of 


imported shows mostly from London 
with most interest centered on the 


polished ‘Dangerous Corner,’ which 
ailed to measure up to expecta- 
tions. In Philly, where it was tricd 
out, the Priestley play was thousht 
to } a good chance on Brondwoay, 
but more than a limited stay doubt- 


, ful, despite the ag.acy buy arranged 
prior to the premiere here. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ is gabby. It 
| develops into something of a melo- 
drama at the second act curtain and 
the third act has a twist that was 
expected to click. But it is rather 
mild stage excitement. 

The author is a novelist, this be- 
ing his first play, although he col- 
laborated on ‘The Good Compan- 
ions.’ Perhaps in book or story 
form his tale might be more in- 
teresting. 

Martin Chatfield was the brother 
of Robert, a publisher associated 
with his wife’s brother, Gordon and 
Charles Stanton. Martin has been 
dead for a year, apparently a suicide 
just after a considerable sum of 
money had been extracted from the 
business. ‘ 

Just who took the money is one 
of the mysteries the author works 
on and why Martin snuffed himself 
out is another. After dinner con- 
versation in the Chatfield home de- 
velops from a trifling incident into 
exposing the inner thoughts, the 
ugly passion and unsuspected de- 
sires of every person in the house- 
hold. In that respect there is rela- 
tive comparison to the idea in ‘Din- 
ner at Hight,’ but this play does not 
approach it in writing conception 
nor interest. 

If Gordon, the youngster of the 
firm, had turned on the radio, the 
smug little group might have gone 
on without finding out that Martin 
did not steal the money, that an- 
other partner did; that one’s wife 
was aware that his secretary loved 
him, while the wife herself had car- 
ried on an affair with the deceased 
Martin; that the latter was addicted 
to drugs and at times was unbal- 
anced; that one young man was a 
pervert, although married to an at- 
tractive girl, and was attached to 
the ever-referred to Martin and that 
Stanton and the young wife were 
lovers, 

Those and other unpleasant facts 
are slowly divulged, not violently 
and generally politely even when 
the characters are under mental 
strains. There is no attempt to 
lighten the story and if the author 
thought of injecting comedy he 
found no way to do so. 

There is no chance for Jean Dixon 
to speak satiric lines that made her 
stand out in ‘Once in a Lifetime.’ 
Colin Keith-Johnston is the insist- 
ent head of the publishing house 
whose questions bring out the 
truths that wreck his home and his 
business. It’s a conversational as- 
signment far different from his per- 
formance in ‘Journey’s End.’ 

Standing out is Stanley Ridges 
who heretofore was mostly occu- 
pied in musical shows. His easy 
manner in a straight part was rath- 
er a surprise and his showing will 
likely lead to more frequent ap- 
pearances cf the kind on Broadway. 
Mary Servoss and Barbara Robbins 
had their innings now and then. 

In other times ‘Dangerous Corner’ 
would have had a better chance at 
the Empire, but only unquestioned 
yits are attracting the thrones now. 

Ibee. 


THE SURGEON 


Mirror Players present a four act drama 
y Anthony Young. Opened at the Bel- 







‘aont, Oct. 17. Staged under direction of 
‘tephen Van Gluck. Scaled at $3 top. 

ee rym Carolyn Wills 
PUSEOES ciavcace ° .»»Marriott Wilson 
Lo Chatterton..... TTTTT TTT Paul Barrett 
Reverend Allgood............David Baylor 


Dr. Victor Strong.... -Michael Randolf 
Christine Hart....... «+-Helen Marley 
The Nurse........+- eececcere Julia McGhan 
Jtth GOOR.«cviswes  ukieata a Joseph L. Brandt 
The Voice of Conscience..,,Stpphen Juriste 





This ambitious group of semi- 
amateurs attempt to crash pre- 
election Broadway where mana- 
gerial demi-gods fear to tread and 
with disastrous results, 

Whole venture has all the ear- 
marks of crass outsider sponsor- 
ship. They must all be very young, 
especially the dramatist whose play 
drips with callow gloom. The act- 
ing is beyond the power of mere 
prose description and attendance 
at this introductory performance 
left the reviewer filled with con- 
flicting sentiments, mostly em- 
barrassment for the players. 

Play has to do with a plastic sur- 
geon who is carried away with the 
belief that he is a ‘creative artist’ 
divinely appointed to bring beauty 
into an ugly world. He is passion- 
ately opposed in his views by a 
clergyman who denounces his in- 
terference with the will of God. 
The fiance of his adopted daughter 
also opposes his theories, although 
on what grounds is never clear. 

Against all this opposition the 
doctor picks up a vagrant woman 
afflicted with special ugliness and 
makes her into a ‘Follies’ beauty. 
Thereupon he falls in love with his 
own handiwork but is balked by 
the untimely reoppearance of her 
husband who comes upon the scene 
as a burglar. So the medico aban- 
dons the girl and the rest of the 
evening is given over to his solilo- 
|} quy about the ethics of the whole 





business. 

If that sketch sounds a little de- 
lirious, blame the playwright. The 
exposition has all the wildness of 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘The Great 
Rose), Lyric. 


Magoo’ (Billy 


‘Red Planet’ (Laurence Riv- 
ers), Gaiety. 
‘Lucifer Steps Out’ (J. P. 


Goring), 160 West 45th St. 

‘We Three’ (Schwab and De 
Sylva), Broadway. 

‘Walk a Little Faster’ (Court- 
ney Burr), St. James. 

‘The Dark Hours’ (Lodevick 
Vroom), Little. 

‘The Gay Divorce’ (Wiman & 
Weatherly), Ambassador. 

‘Love Life of The Tiffy’ (L. 
Lawrence Weber), Longacre. 

‘Chrysalis’ (Lawrence Lang- 
er), Guild. 

‘Face the Music’ 
(Shubert), Broadhurst. 

‘The Silent House’ (revival) 
(Shuberts), Booth. 

‘The Firebird’ (Gilbert Mil- 
ler), Miller's. 

‘The Du Barry’ (Mrs. 
Leblang), Cohan. 

‘Jamboree’ (Elizabeth Miele), 


(road) 


Joe 








Vanderbilt. 


NO ELECTION RENTALS 
FOR CHI LOOP SPOTS 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

One week before Election Day: 
not a single legit theatre appears 
to have been rented by the 
politicians for noon day meetings. 
This tells vividly the state of 
political coffers this year. 

In former campaigns the Cort, 
Garrick, Apollo, Grand, Erlanger, 
Adelphi, and sometimes the Harris 
were engaged daily for two or three 
weeks preceding the charge of the 
balloteers, 4 














a bad dream. During the long solil- 
oquy of the fourth and last act an 
off stage bellow interrupts the sur- 
geon from time to time. It is ‘The 
Voice of Conscience’ and gets regu- 
lar program listing. During its 
endless rumbling at this perform- 
ance, the doctor in his spiritual 
anguish moaned ‘enough! enough!’ 
and for a moment the audience 
trembled on the edge of an affirma- 
tive vote. 

Play and performance belong in 
an Epworth League drama society. 
How it ever got as close to Broad- 
way as the Belmont is one of those 
miracles. Rush. 


YOSHE KALB 


(‘Foolish Yoshe’) 
Drama in two acts and 26 scenes pre- 
sented by the Yiddish Art Theatre Com- 
pany at its name _ house. Maurice 
Schwartz starred. From a novel by I. J. 
Singer, adapted and staged by Maurice 





Schwartz. Scenery by Alex Chertov; 
dances, Lillian Shapero; music, Leo 
Kutzen, 

Moses ..ceeseesseees+Michaol Rosenberg 
EWU <e'w son shares c6éee's Michael Gibson 


Rachmanivke Rabbi.Anatol Winogradoff 
Motye Godol, his aid..Wolf Goldfaden 


| 


Baker in ‘Americana,’ 


| 





Reb Meletch..... esees---Maurice Schwartz 
Israel Avigdor .....Morris Silberkasten 
Gedaliah ..cccccccccccccseeee. 3 Pincus 
Berl TREE eeEeEe EC CO eee ee. eee Ss. Lioff 
rr evecescsceseess-Anna Appel 
Hannah Leah.....seeeseeee.-50nya Gursky 
Fayge Haya. .ccccccccescccesss Liza Varon 
BOCGI s - 6 .2666000004 0000008 Judith Abarbanel 
Wife of Rachmanivke Rabbi Roseta Bialis 
Nahumtche, her son........ Lazar Freed 
BERIRBIO coccccoveces Charlotte Goldstein 
PORE. ccc cceccdvececes R. Schweid 
Konon, a sextom ..... «-Isodore Cashier 
Zivyah, his daughter ...Helen Zelinska 
Reb Shachne....... eeseses- Gustav Schacht 
Abush, a butcher......... evee- Ln Weisberg 





A splendid piece of dramaturgy 
that will eventually find its way to 
the stages of the English and world 
theatres. As shown down here, in 
a theatre restricted by mechanical 
difficulties, the thing supplies but a 
glimmer of its possibilities, but 
properly staged and produced it 
would hold intelligent audiences 
anywhere. It is one of the strongest 
of Cabalistic dramas evolved in 
years, its strength lying in the fact 
that it has native and mystic charm 
plus a human feeling. 

Few plays from the Yiddish the- 
atre are worth while elsewhere. ‘The 
‘Dybbuk’ is the best previous exam- 
ple, and it, like this play, is based 
on chassidic legend. Whether, as it 
stands, it would mean much to a 
non-Yiddish speaking audience is 
doubtful, It’s a bit too intricate. 
And none too well staged. But the 
material, the power and the beauty 
are there. 

The story is rather involved and 
relating it doesn’t even touch the 
spirit of the play because of the 
fine legendary points involved which 
give it stage vitality. 

It tells of Rabbi Melech, chief 
rabbi of Nyesheve and community, 
who, though nearly 70, wishes to 
marry. In order to do this, how- 
ever, he must first marry off his 
youngest daughter. He picks on 
Nachumche, son of a neighboring 


rabbi, and practically forces the 
youth to marry his daughter. 
Nachumche, °** happens, is dreamy, 


pious, and mystically inclined. He 
doesn’t love the wife chosen for him 
but obeys orders. On the marriage 
night he neglects his wife in order 
to read a holy book. 

Rabbi Melech, having gotten his 
daughter off his hands, goes after 








his own hoped-for-bride, Matkela, 


Chicago Shirtsleeve Grand Opera 
Disappoints; Stadium Postpones 


+ 
» 





Kelly Goes to Harris 

Phil Baker joined ‘Americana’ 
Monday at the Shubert (New York). 
He will work with George Givot in 


' the cast, latter stooging from a box. 


Shuberts have been secking names 
for the revue since its Broadway 
opening. 

Walter C. Kelly withdrew after 
appearing in the show for about a 
week. He accepted the date with 
the proviso that he could leave on 
two weeks’ notice. Kelly is to ap- 
pear in a drama with a Congres- 
sional background to be produced 
by Jed Harris. Play was written 
by Laurence Stallings and Harris 


has had it under consideration for 
more than a year. 
Kelly substituted his ‘Virginia 


Judge’ routine for the ‘Americana’ 
date, going on next to closing with 
a group of other dialect stories. 


NON-SHUBERT HARRIS 
BAFFLING TO CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Harris theatre which has been 
temporarily managed this season 
by the Shuberts through Harry 
Rossnagle is expected to revert to 
Col. William Roche’s management 
with the close of ‘Another Language’ 
on Nov. 5. Entire Shubert staff has 
received ‘final notice.’ 

Status of both Harris and Selwyn 
has been one of the mysteries of an 
unfathomable legit situation out 
here. Harris going back under the 
banner of Crosby Gaige-Erlanger 
interests is taken here as rumblings 
of a change in status c10 in the 
U. B. O. 

Financial interests involved in the 
Shubert receivership have been pro- 
voked by Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano 
de Bergerac’ being handled sepa- 
rately from the receivership. As it 
happens ‘Cyrano’ has béen doing 
excellent business along the road. 
It was reported as doing $16,000 in 
four days at Washington, D. C. 
Show is now at the Apollo here, a 
Shubert house and doing a good 
week, 

With what few shows there are 
out doing fair to middling at best 
the ability of the old costume 
thriller to sell tickets, especially on 
mail orders, has focused attention 
on the fact that it is outside the 
receivership. 


Chas.. Washburn Back to 
Legit as Beck Mer.-P.A. 


Charles Washburn is going back 
to legit p.a.’ing after handling the 
publicity on the RKO Palace, New 
York, since the house went combo. 
Washburn has been employed by 
Martin Beck as house manager and 
p.a. of the Beck theatre when 
‘Chrysalis’ opens. 

Washburn was associated with 
George M. Cohan as p.a. for many 
years before going RKO. 














spirited young female who wants 
nothing to do with the old Rabbi, 
but is forced to follow orders. As 
soon as Malkele and Nachumche 
meet things begin to happen. Mal- 
kele is a wild and self-willed crea- 
ture. She must have her way. She 
has it. Some months later she dies 
in child birth, and Nachumche, 
feeling guilty, runs away. He wan- 
ders for several years from town to 
town, becomes eventually an under- 
sexton in a far away city. 

A plague breaks out on the town 
and the local rabbi announces that 
there must be a sinner among them. 
Snoopers discover that the sexton’s 
daughter is soon to have a baby and 
Nachumche (here called Yoshe 
simpleton because .f his refusal to 
say who he is) is forced to marry 
the gal. Immediately after the wed- 
ding ceremony he disappears. Years 
later he reappears at the home of 
his wife. The old rabbi, calling him 
the heir of the Nyesheve rabbinic 
throne, is overjoyed. But he’s rec- 
ognized by a former townsman as 
Yoshe Simpleton. He won't say who 
he is. Says he doesn’t know. Be- 
cause the rabbinic throneship is in- 
volved there is much interest and 70 
rabbis are convened in a special trial 
to decide the matter. He refuses to 
testify for or against himself, pre- 
ferring to sit silently and await 
God's ruling. 

The rabbis rule that he is a ‘gil- 
gui,’ a lost soul wandering about 








(Continued on page 46) 





Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Although announced as a post 
ponement until Nov. 12 the West 
Stadium has had its difficulties with 
Saturday night grand opera and 
performances have been dropped, 
Meanwhile scenery and other oper. 
atic paraphernalia the Stadium hag 
been using were ordered returned 
to the warehouse of the defunct 
Civic Opera that rented it to the 
Stadium. 

Maurice Frank and Charley Blake 
were conspicuous in the promotion 
of the west side venture and got 
Sidney Stroth, who controls the big 
convention hall, interested. First 
performance of ‘Aida’ drew around 
8,000 payees at $2.20 top but with 
the bulk of the tickets said to be 
in the lower price range. Second 
Saturday with ‘Carmen’ was frosty 
and this was intensified Sunday aft« 
ernoon when a special recital with 
Martinelli is reported to have 
grossed $900 in an auditorium cap- 
able of seating over 25,000. Post. 
ponement for reorganization wag 
then announced. 


High Hopes Dashed 


Inauspicuous outcome of the Stae 
dium venture is a double blow for 
the hundreds of trained opera 
chorus people of both sexes as well 
as musicians, technicians, and bit 
singers, ali of whom have been de- 
prived of their livelihood by the 
failure of Insull’s opera. They were 
sanguine at the beginning of the 
season when Alfredo Salmaggi 
promised 10 weeks of grand opera 
at the Studebaker and Maurice 
Frank announced 15 Stadium Sat-< 
urday nights. Both were to be full« 
fledged grand opera and reputable 
principals were engaged. Both 
promises disappointed. Salmaggi 
scrammed without opening. 

The more convenient, comfortable 
Studebaker would have been a 
fairer test than the Stadium, built 
for hockey, boxing and _ political 
gatherings and located in a remote 
and unattractive section of town 
with poor transportation and park- 
ing facilities. Makeshift scenery, 
seats, and indifferent acoustics 
made the Stadium enterprise dubi- 
ous from the start. 


‘TRUTH’ NOTICE UP, BUT 
NEW SPONSOR APPEARS 


‘Tell Her the Truth’ which opened 
at the Cort (New York) was given 
a drubbing by the reviewers and 
notice was posted to close Satur- 
day. Through backing attracted 
by Lillian Emerson, the show's 
ingenue lead, notice was rescinded 
and the show will continue under 
new management. 

‘Truth,’ a farce with music, was 
produced by the Tilwill Enterprises, 
sponsored by Mrs. Joe Leblang. It 
drew excellent notices out of towm® 
Miss Emerson is new to Broadway. 
When preparing for the stage shé 
used the professional name of 
Terry, while her married name is 
said to be Hartz. Understood am 








rangements with Equity Monday g 


guaranteeing the show's salaries 
were made by her husband. 





‘JOSEPH’ QUITS 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 

‘Joseph and His Brethren’ closed 
on the road last week after less than 
two months. Actors returned to 
Chicago, although Producer Charlea 
Lum took the production into Cleve< 
land with the hope of being able t@ 
reorganize. 

Business through Wisconsin and 
Michigan was disastrous. Lum for 
merly managed the Fassnacht 
Brothers. 





Drama for N. Amsterdam 


‘Dark Hours,’ new Don Marqul% 
play, is scheduled for the New Am 
sterdam Theatre, which will make 
it the first straight dramatic play i@ 
the house in many years, with the 
exception of several weeks of Play 
ers revivals. 

‘Hours’ is being produced OF 
Llodewick Vroom, whose own hous 
the St. James, is being readied foF 
Courtney Burr's revue with Bea 
Lillie, 

Marquis yesterday was 
having a bare chance to regain ms 
eyesight by a coterie of ocular 
specialists. He suddenly went plind 
at the Players Club, N. Y., last week 
and had to be carried home 


reported 
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Dinner at § $23,000, Jumps to Lead 
Other Newcomers Weak, Five Quit 


Last week’s heavy premiere card 
was virtually a complete bust. One 
of six new productions may get by, 
put the others are rated as flops and 
two were yanked off. In addition 
there were two revivals, netiher 
aimed for real money. 

Howover, another of the latest 
dramas was established as a new 
Broadway leader, ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
pettering $23,000 for its first full 
week at the Music Box. That is far 
in the lead of the non-musicals. 
Nearest and another recent hit is 
‘When Ladies Meet,’ wrich got about 
$17,500 last week, while the third 
standout, ‘Mademoiselle,’ got about 
$12,000. 

Roth “The Girl Outside,’ at the 
Little, and ‘The Anatomist,’ at the 
Bijou, opened and closed within the 
week: ‘Dangerous Corner? at the 
Empire, drew divided opinion, and 
although some notices were brutally 
unfavorable, its chances are not 
definitely indicated; the _ critical 


panning took in the other openings} 


—'The Surgeon,’ Belmont; “Tell Her 
*he Truth,’ Cort, and ‘Carry Nation,’ 
Biltmore. The revival of ‘Liliom’ 
by the Civic Repertory group is sup- 


ported by subscriptions, but a re-} 


peat of ‘There’s Always Juliet’ at 
the Barrymore hardly figures to 


stay. 

In addition to the closings noted, 
Rendezvous’ stopped at the Broad- 
‘Nona’ closed at the Avon, 
and Keeping Down Expenses’ 
withdrew from the National. What 
with five closings and four entrants 
this week Broadway’s list totals 30 
shows. 

Business shaded off generally be- 
cause of election interest, with ‘Of 
Thee I Sing,’ however, standing up 
to excellent money at $27,000, which 
tops Broadway’s musicals. A con- 
tender for first honors is ‘Music in 
the Air,’ which arrives next week. 
Only other attraction listed then is 
a revival of ‘The Silent House’ at 
the Ambassador. 

Week of Nov. 14 will usher in at 
least eight attractions, the listing 
‘Chrysalis,’ Beck; ‘Dear 
Jane,’ 14th Street (Civic Rep); ‘The 
Dark Hours,’ New Amsterdam; ‘The 
‘Love 
Life of the Tiffy,’ Longacre; ‘For- 
ward March,’ Selwyn, and ‘Nine 
Pine Street,’ no house selected. 
Also due is a new Shakespearean 
group at Jolson’s, and George 
White’s vaudeville revue at the 
Casino. 


Last Week’s Estimates 


‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt (3rd 
week) (C-771-$3.30). Small grosses; 
low operating nut; under $3,000, but 
claims to be sticking. 

‘Americana,’ Shubert (5th week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Question (2? revue 
will click because of divided 
opinion in audiences; last weck 
closed strongly, but gross esti- 
Mated around $16,000. 


‘Another Language,’ Booth (28th 
week) (C-708-$3.30). Should run to 
New Year’s and probably longer; 
holds to paying trade around $10,000. 


*‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (9th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Election 
hurting most shows which explains 
drop under $15,000; date indefinite, 
peweean; and may stick into win- 
er. 


‘Carry Nation,’ Biltmore (1st 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Opened Sat- 
urday night (29); biographical 
drama may attract some attention 
&s a freak. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(8th week) (C-1,057-$3.30). Ex- 
bected to stay until holidays; using 
fome cut rates now; takings esti- 
mated around $6,500. 


‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Mystery 
piece has class and figured to make 
the grade; making money at $9,500. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Empire (2nd 
week) (CD-1,099-$3.30). Opened late 
last week; notices sharply diver- 
Bent; chances indefinite, but agen- 
ties made buy on basis of Philly 
showing. 


_ “Dinner at Eight,’ Music Box (2nd 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). The new 
Gramatic leader; virtual capacity 
first full week with the gross top- 
bing $23,000; looks hike a cinch. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (8th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Operating 
cost revised and revue should last 
Well into season; dipped as did other 
musicals, but profitable at $22,500. 

‘Incubator,’ Avon (ist week) (D- 
§30-$3.30). Presented independently 
(Edison & Burton); written by John 
Lyman and Roman Bohnen; opens 
tonight. 

‘l Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris 
(4th week) (C-1,051-$3.30). Will 
Stay for a while; moderate money; 
bout $7,000; picture people dicker- 
ing for rights. 

_‘Keeping Down Expenses,’ Na- 
tional, Was slated to move, but 
Closed instead Saturday; played 
Week and four days. 

‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse (3rd 
week) (C-876-$3.30). yetting car- 
Triage trade: good agency cal) for 


-entirely new complexion last week 





BALL STAR AND ‘ELMER’ 
ONLY FAIR AT $3,500 


Minneapolis, Oct. 31, 

With Andy Cohen, : Minneapolis 
baseball team second baseman, as 
guest star, the Bainbridge dramatic 
stock company offering ‘Elmer the 
Great,’ enjoyed its best week of the 
season to date. Takings of around 
$3,500, however, were still unsatis- 
factory. Mary Nolan in ‘Mary 
Turner’ current. 

‘Oh, Oh, Doctor,’ Gayety’s bur- 
lesque attraction, mediocre, $2,500. 

The Metropolitan ts still without 
an attraction, 


CREDIT WYNNS 
$31,500 TO 
AIR REP 


Pittsburgh, Oct, 31. 
Legit situation locally took on an 











when Ed Wynn and ‘Laugh Parade’ 
gave Nixon a sizzling $31,500, which 
represents virtual capacity at $3.85 
top. Elimination of Tuesday nite 
performance and addition of Friday 
mat probably took another grand 
off that figure, the best here this 
season. 

‘Laugh Parade’ got a $4,000 open- 
ing and never varied, with both bal- 
cony and gallery a sell-out in addi- 
tion. Gross is the best Wynn has 
gathered here in some time, with 
his recently-acquired ether rep be- 
lieved of plenty of help. 

Ed Vail stock company at Pitt 
did ‘Vinegar Tree,’ slipping off a 
bit as result of stiff competition: 





week about $12,000 and should im- 
prove, 

‘Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum (4th 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Not certain 
after this week; did not recover 
from critical toasting; maybe $3,000. 

‘Nona,’ Avon. Taken off last Sat- 
urday; a bit under $8,000 stop limit; 
played four weeks. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ 46th St. (45th 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Holdover 
leads the list; slight difference last 
week with takings topping $27,000. 

‘Late Christopher Bean,‘ Miller 
(1st week) (CD-946-$3.30). Present- 
ed by Gilbert Miller; adapted from 
the French by Sidney Howard; 
opened Monday. 

‘Rendezvous,’ Broadhurst. With- 
drawn last Saturday; played less 
than three weeks. 

‘Success Story,’ Elliot (6th week) 
(D-924-$2.75). Claimed to be mak- 
ing some profit; a cut-rater esti- 
mated averaging around $5,000. 

‘Tell Her the Truth,’ Cort (2nd 
week) (M-1,048-$3.85). Opened last 
Friday (28) reviewers reversed out 
of town opinion and panned; busi- 
ness chances should be indicated 
this week, 


‘The Anatomist,’ Bijou. Closed 
Saturday; played one week. 
‘The Girl Outside,’ Little. Taken 


off Saturday; one week; got noth- 
ing after opening night. 

‘The Good Earth,’ Guild (3d week) 
(D-914-$3.80). Guild readying an- 
other attraction; ‘Earth’ does not 
figure to stick much beyond the sub- 
scription period of five weeks. 

‘The Surgeon,’ Belmont (2d week) 
(D-515-$2.20). One of last week’s 
group of new flops; poor start for 
new producing group. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (6th week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Although salaries 
were sliced, revue reported on verge 
of folding; rated under $20,000. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (5th 
week) (C-1,050-$3.30). Comedy lead- 
er looks set for the season; fourth 
week little change, gross being $17,- 
500; scale slightly tilted. 


| SHARING SUBSCRIBERS 


Nashville idea Is to Get 500 Sponsors 
Interested 





Birmingham, Oct. 31. 

_ Two new stock companies are be- 
ing organized for two different cities 
in the South with openings sched- 
|; uled in November. 
The Jefferson here is opening 
| Nov. 7 with the Roberson Gifford 
| Players. Scale at 40 cents top. 

Sam Berger, Jr., is president of 
the Nashville Civic Repertory, and 
a drive is on in Nashville to obtain 
;}funds to finance a stock company 
there. Five hundred charter mem- 
bers are sought on a profit sharing 
basis. If funds are available the 
company will open Thanksgiving 
week, 








Lunt-Fontanne 
$20,000 Cleanup 
At the Erlanger 


Chicago, Oct. $1. 

Walter Hampden’s ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ clicked bdff $15,000 at the 
Apollo last week. This is very good 
and especially for a venerable cos- 
tume romance like ‘Cyrano.’ Mean- 
while, the Erlanger was respond- 
ing to the stimuli of Lunt-Fontanne 
with $20,000 so that there was some 
heartening signs for local legit. 

Harris is ready to go dark and 
back to non-Shubert auspices all at 
the same time, an ironic combina- 
tion. Meanwhile the best the future 
can hold in the way of a booking in 
all Chicago is Billy Bryant’s $1 top 





‘Hamlet’ with accent on the first 
syNable. That lights up the Cort 
Nov. 7. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Another Language,’ Harris (CD- 
1,100; $2.75) (8th, final week). Will 
play some road dates through mid- 
dle west. $5,000, or under. House 
goes dark and nothing booked, al- 
theugh ‘Cat and Fiddle’ has been 
rumored as a possibility. 

‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ Apollo (D- 
1,300; $2.75) (one week only), Strong 
mail order biz helped this one elbow 
$15,000, good. Sell-outs upstairs, 
but main floor not so good. Same 
troupe played two weeks last year 
at Blackstone, and did well then, 
too. House now roadshowing film 
version of ‘Strange Interlude” 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,865; 
$3.85) (6th week). Expects to re- 
main in Chi until Dec, 1 when satart- 
ing tour to San Francisco and back. 
Reported between $26,000-$27,000 
still, 

‘Reunion in Vienna,’ Erlanger (C- 
1,318; $2.75) (ist week). Alfred 
Lunt-Lynn Fontanne are ‘musts’ on 
the lists out here. In consequence 
demand for Hmited three-week en- 
gagement terrific. Cheap seats sold 
out well in advance symtomatic of 








times. Around $20,000. 
Future Plays 
‘Mr. Grant,’ historical play by 


Arthur Goodrick will be the next 
production by Sam Harris. Not a 
war drama but biographical. 

‘The Mad Hopes,’ comedy by 
Romney Brent, to be presented by 
Bela Blau. It was done last sum- 
mer on the coast with Billie Burke 
as lead. 

‘Biography’ will take the place 
left vacant by ‘The Pure in Heart’ 
in the Theatre Guild season. It’s 
by S. N. Perman. 

‘The Mighty Weak,’ Sam Shipman 
drama, will be put in work by Al 
Woods. 

‘Man of Wax,’ Julian Thompson's 
adaptation of Hasenclever’s ‘Napo- 
leon Intervenes,’ to be staged by the 
Shuberts. 

‘Etienne’ will be put into re- 
hearsal in December by W. A. 
Brady. Jacques Deval, who staged 
‘Madamoiselle,’ will return to stage 
the new play, with Alfred Corn in 
the lead. 

‘Honeymoon,’ comedy by Samuel 
Chotzinoff and Geo. Backer, will be 
first production by Robt. Stephens, 





Other Attractions 

‘Camille,’ Moroseo; revival; same 
ag presented in Colorado last sum- 
mer; opens two-week date tonight. 

‘Whistling in the Dark,’ Waldorf; 
last season meller revived at pop 
prices; opens Thursday (3). 

Abbey Theatre Players, Beck; 
Irish group attracting unusually 
good business; one week more. 


Ine, 





Engagements 


Paul Jones, ‘The Dark Hours.’ 
Chas. Hackett, ‘Land of Smiles.’ 
Elizabeth Young, John Daly Muy 








‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; 
due to stick until Christmas; made | 
some money last week; topped $19,- | 
000. | 

‘Liliom,’ 14th Street; Civic Reper- | 
tory’s revival with Eva Le Gallienne. |; 

‘There's Always Juliet,’ 
more; repeat drew scant attenflén. | 

‘That’s Gratitude,’ Hudson; re- | 
vival. 

San Carlo Opera, New Amster- | 
dam; teats after this 





Choice seats; looks like a hit; last 


‘Dark ours’ gucceeding. 


— 


Barry> T 


week with | 
' Gerrard, ‘Walk a Little Faster.’ } 


phy, Edgar Kent, Colin ffinter, 
Robt. Vivian, Andree Gorday, Mary 
Heberden, Heleg Crane, Katherine 
Locke, Tipgotrd? 

Mar énny, Frank Dae, Thos. 
Beynolds, Olivia Wrightson, Eliza- 
beth Parks, Ben Roberts, Robt. 
Williams, Walter Roach, ‘Jamboree.’ 

Brian Aherne, ‘Rape of Lucrece.’ 

Von Gronna and Ieéni Bouvier, 
Donald Burr, Katherine Hall, Irving 
K. Gordon, Lloyd Harris, Douglas | 


‘second and last week. Last week’s 


Music Goes to $30,000 in Philly, 
‘Vanities Provisional Notice Up 





TEXAS PROMOTION GOES| 


TO USHERS FOR MONEY 


Dallas, Oct. 31. 

One Meredith Z. Cramer breezed 
in here from parts unknown couple 
of months ago to take crack at the 
town’s Showhouse, and satled a 
stock company to open Oct. 6. 
Postponed that date later to Oct. 
20, for reasons unpublicized. Came 
Oct. 20, but script for ‘Blessed 
Event,’ opener, still tarried at the 
express office with a $200 c.o.d tag. 

Whereon cops put Cramer on 
page one. Bight charges of theft 
under $50, and one for theft over 
$50. Producer was released on $5,- 
700 bond. 

One allegation, among others, was 
that Cramer failed to refund $10 
deposits from prospective ushers. 
Another was that he sold script 
books and stock in theatre corpora- 
tion that was all on paper. 


2 L. A. SHOWS, 
$17,900, BOTH 
IN BLACK 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

Local legit list had narrowed 
down to two productions last week, 
‘Cat and the Fiddle’ and ‘The Mar- 
quis.’ Former slid about two grand 
under last week but was still strong 
at $12,000. Latter turned in a neat 
profit for the fifth week at $5,900. 

Nothing new slated for the next 
fortnight, leaving the duo alone to 
grab off what legit money is around. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ Belasco 
(4th week) (M-1,103-$2.50). With 
the nut low and original production 
cost long wiped out, Belasco & Cur- 
ran should count a good profit on 
the $12,000 take, 

‘The Marquis,’ El Capitan (5th 
week) (C-1,571-$1.50). Best attrac- 
tion this house has had in some 
time. At $5,900 on the fifth week it’s 
away out of the red. 


RIVAL MUSICALS 
WORRY BOSTON 


nd 











Boston, Oct. 31. 

Legit shows holding up surpris- 
lingly well, though local managers 
are worried about what will happen 
next week with three musicals in 
town, 

‘Show Boat,’ at the Shubert, 
grossed big $24,000, which was nice, 
although backers were counting on 
$30,000. ‘Green Pastures’ finished 
eight weeks’ run going strong at 
$22,000. It leaves with more than 
$160,000 of Boston dough. No com- 
plaints there. 

The Gilbert and Sullivan revivals, 
always popular with Bostonians, 
jumped to $14,000 at the Hollis last 
week, when ‘Trial by Jury’ and 
‘Pinafore’ were the bill. This week 
‘Patience.’ 

At the Plymouth another jump 
was registered for ‘Cynara’ in its 


figure was $14,000, a nice lift of $2,- 
100 over the first six days. Fay 
Bainter and Edith Barrett open in 
‘The Perfect Marriage’ at the Plym- 
outh tonight (Monday). 

‘Springtime for Henry,’ with a 
cast which was poorly received by 
local critics, moved slowly at the 
Wilbur for $8,000, poor. After being 
dark this week the Wilbur will re- 
open next Monday to house ‘Gay 
Divorce,’ a new musical comeéy,] 
with Fred Astaire, minug Adele, 
Claire Luce and Lue}la Gear. 

Other shows lis¢ttd for the imme- 
diate futurg fficlude a musical ver- 
sion of ‘Cyrano de Bergerac,’ at the 
Ceitnial, beginning Friday: Grace 
Moore, of the New York Metropoli- 
tan, in ‘Dubarry,’ at the Shubert 
next Monday, and ‘Yeomen of the 
Guard,’ another Gilbert and Sulli- 
van piece, at the Hollis. 

‘Strange Interlude,’ on the sereen 
twice daily at the legitimate Ma- 
pastic, slipped to below $10,000 last 
week, closing on Saturday night. 

The Copley Theatre Repertory 
Co., which staged a brief comeback 





with E. E. Clive, its old star, this 


Philadelphia, Oct. 31. 

One real hit in town—one real 
smash of the fall That's 
Philly’s legit situation, 

“Music in the Air’ did everything 
predicted for it in its second week 
at the Garrick. There were scat- 
tered seats the first couple of nights 
and perhaps a dozen singles Thurs- 
day, but Wednesday, Friday and 
Saturday and both matinees went 
clean, with all the standees the fire 
authorities would allow. Gross was 
about $30,000, just about all the 
house could get at the $3.30 top. 

Sale for third week also tremen- 
dous, although announcement of the 
holdover was not made until 
the middle of last week. Manage- 
ment at end of the week was talking 
of a fourth week, with nothing offi- 
cially decided. In order for it to 
stay, ‘We Three,’ Schwab-DeSylva 
show, due in next Monday, would 
have to be switched. 

‘Vanities,’ although faring better 
here at the Forrest than they did in 
Baltimore, was not so forte. Good 
notices helped, but week-to-week 
closing notice is up, and if revue 
doesn’t click better here tour will be 
canceled. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ did excellent- 
ly in last three days (four perform- 
ances) at the Broad, considering 
that holdover was not announced 
until Monday. ‘9 Pine Street’ fol- 
lowed this week, with fortnight’s 
tryout planned. 

Excellent subscription sale held 
up ‘Man With a Load of Mischief’ 
at the Chestnut, but Jane Cowl ve- 
hicle did not help American Theatre 
Society's reputation or star’s. 

Chestnut has ‘Cynara,’ fourth 
subscription offering of first season, 
this week. 

‘Show Boat’ comes to the Forrest 
next Monday for a single week’s 
stay; ditto for ‘We Three’ at the 
Garrick. On the 14th the Irish 
Players arrive at the Garrick for 
two weeks, “The Cat and the Fiddle’ 
starts a single week’s return at the 
Forrest, and Cornelia Otis Skinner 
comes to the Forrest, also for one 
week. 

Philly’s four legit houses are fair- 
ly comfortably booked until Christ- 
mas, but there is smal! likelihood of 
any others opening for some time to 
come. 

Estimates of Last Week 


‘Music in the Air’ (Garrick, second 
week). Lived up to all expectations, 
$30,000, which meant virtual ca- 
pacity and should do as well this 
week. 

‘Vanities’ (Forrest, first week). 
Good notices but disappointing bus- 
iness. Not over $19,000. May close 
after local stay. 

‘Man With a Load of Mischief 
(Chestnut, second week). Jane 
Cowl vehicle not liked, but subscrip- 
tions held gross up to $10,000. ‘Cy- 
nara’ with Merivale this week. 

‘Dangerous Coner’ (Broad, third 
week). Held in for four additional] 
performances and considering lack 
of notices, $3,500 was good. House 
dark Thursday, Friday and Satur- 
day, with ‘9 Pine Street’ this week. 


Midwest Stock Spotty 
But More Organizing 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Midwestern stocks have been 
spotty in business up to now. Min- 
turn-Kettering stock in Milwaukee 
appears to be meeting with the best 
proportionate success in this area, 

Clyde Waddell Players did a flop- 
po in Topeka where they lasted 
only four weeks although last sea- 
son they enjoyed a long season 
there, 

Earl Ross Players at the Post, 
Battle Creek, and W. H. Wright 
Players at the Majestic, Grand 
Rapids, are newly opened under W, 
S. Butterfield auspices. M. E, Bybe 
is attempting to put gvér 35-cent 
stock at the Tempe, Hammond, In- 
diana. Most of the companies are 
charging 50 and 75 cents this sea- 
#0n. 

Eskell Gifford and George Rober- 


season! 








son are rehearsing a company to 
open almost immediately at the 
Jefferson, Birmingham, Alabama, 
There is a new company at the 


Liberty, Lincoln, Neb. 





AHEAD AND BACK 


Martha McAllister general manager 
Bernard Simon, p. a. and Ralph 
Urmy manager for ‘Carry Nation.’ 

Frank Seltzer has succeeded Ar- 
thur Levy as p. a. for Peggy Fears’ 
attractions, 

Frederick Latham will succeed 





fall, must now be listed as another | 
easualty of hard times. ' 


Victor Kiraly as company manager 
of ‘Show Boat.’ 
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Six of Seven Non-Stop 
Houses in Londen Showing Proft 


Oct. 22. 


continuous 


London, 


There is no doubt the 
form of entertainment has come to} 
stay in the West End, but it is not} 
proving the attraction it was on its 
inception. 

Biggest trouble is acute shortage 
of talent, with most of theatres re- 
lying more on quantity than qual- 
ity, which does not always pay. 

Considering the standard of the 
talent submitted is pretty low and 
far from new, the grosses have not 
been bad. 

Estimates of Grosses 

Daly’s, playing straight variety 
policy of low quality, not even com- 
paring favorably with provincial 
shows, Louis J. Seymour, who has 
leased the theatre, is losing money. 
House is grossing $2,000 per week, 
which is cost of rental. Will fold 
soon, to make way for pantomime. 

Leicester Square, operated by 
Bert Aza for Sir Walter Gibbons, 
and run as combination of variety 
and presentations, is doing very 
well. With exhaustive advertising 
campaign, which is essential for 
this just-off-the-main-track theatre, 
house is doing over $11,000, which 
is about $1,500 clear weekly profit. 
Much better than it has ever done. . 

London Pavilion, practically 
straight vaudeville, with only dif- 
ference that part of show is staged 
in form of cabaret, with orchestra 
playing on the stage. House has 
cut down its budget for show to 
$4,000 per week, and sometimes even 
less, and at that is averaging 
around $10,800, which is $1,600 
profit. 

Prince of Wales now operated by 
Tom Arnold, who has extensive 
provincial reyue knowledge. He|‘ 
does not quite realize that West 
End audiences are not provincials, 
unless he has deliberately made up 
his mind to cater for provincials 
coming to London. His fare is con- 
tinuous revue, with plenty undress, 
and bringing in around $4,400 per 
week, which leaves little profit. 

Vaudeville, located in the Strand, 
with no opposition, and program up 
to average, but did not get the start 
expected. Is doing around $4,000, 
which means a profit, but not much. 

Victoria Palace, the latest to go 
continuous, and relying for trade on 
big traffic points adjoining it, seems 
doubtful. This can be blamed more 
upon the show than anything else. 


ie. . 


Angola, 


dancing. 


PARIS GROSSES SO LOW | 


poor in most cases that house man- 
agers are refusing to give the fig- 
ures to the managers’ 
and nobody but the tax collector and 
author can get a peep. 
operettas are doing 


Horse Inn’ a close second. ‘Azor’ at 
the Bouffes Parisiens is a frost. 


‘Fleur 
Boucher at the Michodiere, followed 
by Yvonne Printemps starring in 
‘Mozart’ 
breaking even, and Camille F. Wyn’'s 
production of ‘Five Star Final’ at the 
Ambassadeurs. 


vival of Bataille’s obsolete ‘Scandal’ 
at the Porte Saint-Martin are weak. 
Circuses are comparatively good, 
with pictures holding the lead in- 
disputably. 


stroyed the Green Lantern cab and 


saloon at Ciudad, Juarez, with a 
loss estimated at $30,000, 
Establishments were American 


owned and popular with U. S. tour- 
ists. 
eral weeks, but saloon was operat- 
ing full blast. 


Variety 





REAL AFRICA STAGED 


From Congo Is 
Brussels Show 


Brussels, Oct. 20, 
has staged a 


Troupe Smash 


A Brussels theatre 
Congolese revue written and played 
by Congo natives residing here. 
Lavy Lauda, a colored artist from 
is director and the honors 
Zitta 


build young Negress 


splendidly 
with a clear 
method of 
Show is a smash. 


go to Rabol, a 


voice and an eccentric 


MGRS. TURN SECRETIVE 


Paris, Oct. 22. 


Legit receipts in Paris now so 


association, 


However, 
much better 
han straight drama or comedy, with 
Nina Rosa’ still leading, and ‘White 


Best straight comedy business is 
des Pois,’ starring Victor 


at the Madeleine, and 


‘Avril’ at the Varieties is weak. 
Youki’ at the Athenee, and the re- 


JUAREZ CAB. BURNS 
Mexico City, Oct, 28. 
Fire of undetermined origin de- 


Cab had been closed for sev- 


Love, Hard Luck Cause 
>. > J >. 
Two Suicides in Paris 
Paris, Oct. 22, 
Suicide epidemic 
tinues. Sacha 
Russian dancer, currently at the 
Casino de Paris, committed suicide 
by turning on the gas in her room 
Love affair blamed, 


Jacques Landier, 28, French 
comedian, a victim of professional | 
ill luck, committed suicide by 


throwing himself from a fifth story 
window. 





Two show girls, Yvonne Segfreid 
and Suzanne Reville, also tried to 
commit suicide by taking a heavy 
dose of sleeping draught, now re- 
covered. 


TEAR BOMBS FOR ALIEN 
DIVA IN GERMAN OPERA, 


Berlin; Oct. 22. 








Resentment 





of foreign actors 
caused a near riot at the State 
Opera house in Wupperthal last 
night, when a premiere of Strauss’ 
‘Salome’ was broken up by objec- 
tors who hurled tear gas into the 
auditorium. Play had just started 
when the bombs were thrown and 
it took about an*hour and a half 
to clear the fumes, after which the 
show started all over again and 
continued unhampered. 

Janita Fuentes, Philippine opera 
singer, had the lead role and the 
objectors insisted that there are 
enough local German singers avail-. 
able without resorting to foreigners. 


Vienna Stage Royalty 
Cut Causes Open Break 


Vienna, Oct. 17. 

Big fight about reducing royalty 
percentages, long imminent, has 
come to an open break. The State 
theatres took the initiative, giving 
authors in contracts made this year, 
only 8% of the gross, although col- 
lective contract between Producers’ 
and Authors’ Associations calls for 
10%. 

Authors’ representatives maintain 
that financial difficulties of pro- 
ducers have nothing to do with the 
question of royalties, these being 
always on a percentage basis. Pro- 
ducers suggested the adoption of the 
German system, that of royalty per- 
centage in inverse ratio to grosses, 
higher grosses calling for smaller 
percentage. Authors’ representatives 
are fighting for the other system, 
the American-English one, of roy- 








alty percentage rising in proportion 
to rising grosses. 





Bill is costing around $3,600, and 
although scheduled for four shows 
daily will do about one and a quar- 
ter capacity per day, with two full 
shows Saturday. This should net 
around $5,200, which, with ever- 
head, might break even, If that 
should happen it will be the first 
even break house has had in quite 
a long time. 

Windmill Theatre, smallest ca- 
pacity house in the West End, seat- 
ing about 300, is doing about $2,400 
per week, which is profitable, as ex- 
penses are small, This is the house 
which started this continuous 
vogue. 


POLITICAL REBELS EGG 
STOCKHOLM ‘PASTURES’ 


Stockholm, Oct. 20. 

During the 10th performance of 
‘Green Pastures,’ Saturday (17) at 
the Royal Dramatic Theatre, Stock- 
holm, stinkbombs and eggs and 
tomatoes were hurled down on the} 
stage from the gallery. One person 
in the cast was hurt and the clothes 
of several actors and auditors were 
ruined. 

Police arrested one man who was 
caught with propaganda heralds. At 
the police station he said, he had been 
approached by a man in the lobby 
and had been persuaded to protest 
against, what he called, ‘the godless 
play.’ 

The heralds read: ‘Sweden, wake 
up and protest against the system 
which tolerates such religious 
blasphemy as we witness here. 
(Signed) ‘Resident National Social- 
ists.’ 

The play was praised in news- 

* papers of the next day by Swedish 
writers who expressed their indigna- 
tion over the outrage, The police, 
on the other hand, has received sev- 
eral anonymous telephone calls in 
sympathy with the demonstrants,. | 
Sunday night and tonight had red | 
lights glowing in front of the the-| 
atre, a sign of full house. ~? 











London Show World 





London, Oct. 22. 
Some measure of the popularity 


of Noel Coward's new revue ‘Words 
and Music’ may be gathered from 
the fact that the publication of the 
vocal piano score has resulted 
heavy sales. 
scores of new musical productions 
commanded a steady sale, but re- 
cently, they have gone to pieces. 


in 
At one time the vocal 


While individual revue numbers 


may sell well, there is usually no 


musical unity in a miscellaneous 
entertainment to which half a dozen 
composers may have contributed. 
The score was put on the market 
at $2. Immediately a demand arose 
unparalleled since the same com- 
poser’s ‘Bitter Sweet’ four years 
ago. ‘This is in addition to the sale 
of separate numbers from the show, 
two of which in particular ‘Mad 
About the Boy’ and ‘The Younger 
Generation’ are going well. 


Arthur Does Personals 
In the midst of doing two British 
films George K, Arthur is putting 
in a couple of personals. Opened 


}at the Plaza, Oct. 17, and got over 


nicely, proving despite he has not 
played here for several years has 
not been forgotten. 

Act is mostly bits from Metro’s 
1925 picture ‘Rookies,’ with Cedrig 
Miller playing Karl Dane's part. 

Arthur is to make personals for 
Paramount’s at most of their pro- 
vtncial cinemas. 


Putting English on It 

Irving Asher, head of Warner's 
London studios, stunned the news- 
paper boys here the other day by 
telling them if they did or did not 
like their films, ‘we don’t like them 
either.’ 

He then introduced a 
tinental star they were 
with the statement she wasn’t a 
great actress and her first film for 
them was not a gigantic offering, 


new Con- 
launching 





Once Nightly Enough 


The twice-nightly idea of pre- 


|} senting melodrama at the Duke of 


York's has been abandoned after a 
brief tryout. 


} 
Once nightly is enough till ‘thd 


finish. Maybe it was because ‘Cold 
Blood’ turned out to be a bad play. 


‘Service’ a Hit 

Under the name of ‘C. L. Anthony,’ 
Doddie Smith, the girl who wrote 
‘Autumn Crocus,’ hit of last season, 
and who was previously in a Lon- 
don department store, has scored 
another success with her second 
play, ‘Service,’ produced at Wynd- 
hams Oct. 12, 

Story deals with department store 
life the author knows well and is 
anti-depression in treatment. 

Acting by Ann Todd, Joyce Ken- 
nedy and Leslie Banks is excellent. 
Presentation was considerably over 
recent standard. 


Laurillard Partner 

Edward Laurillard has taken Jack 
Waller into partnership for the re- 
vival of ‘Potash & Perlmutter, 
which opens shortly at Streatham. 

Laurillard also has interested with 
him Anthony Prinsep, former lessee 
of the Globe theatre. Madge Tith- 
eradge is to be starred. 


No House to Lease 

Despite the general impression 
that legit business is bad in London 
there are no theatres available. A 
responsible film concern has for 
some weeks tried to lease a West 
End house. With check book in 
hand it has combed the field and is 
unable to make a deal. 


De Ne‘varro Dies 

Mary Anderson is widowed 
through the death of Antonio de 
Navarro at Broadway, Warwick- 
shire, where she has lived in com- 
plete retirement since her marriage 
in 1890, except for very occasional 
charity performances, 


People’s Again 


gan functioning again, this time at 
the Little theatre, where they pre- 
sented Susan Glaspell’s ‘Alison's 
House,’ 





j}and 


| atres in Tasmania. 


The People’s National theatre be- 


Witty Lonsdale, Cyril Maude Plays. 


uot fon] Doubtful Among London Premieres 





SOUTH AFRICA 


By H. HANSON 
Capetown, Oct. 1, 

Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer cinema, 
the Metro, in Johannesburg, sched- 
uled to open Nov. 4, with a seating 
capacity of over 3,000, placing it as 
the largest theatre in the country. 
The interior decorations, with the 
color scheme in gold, will give 
South Africans some idea of Amer- 
ican building. 

Durgan (Natal) has Ideal Home 
Trade Exhibition with side 
shows Palais De Danse, gala cab- 
aret, mannequin parade, White City 
Amusement Park. 

Eighteen good-looking girls ad- 
vertised for as usherettes for Cape 
Town cinema. Three hundred and 
fifty queued up for the jobs, which 
carry a weekly wage of one pound 
to one pound ten shillings. ~ 

Benjamin Levin died in Cape 
Town Sept. 17. He was associated 
some years ago in the theatrical 
business here and was popular for 
his charity work. 

An Indian boy of 15 years in Dur- 
ban was sentenced to 15 strokes 
with the cane for trying to get into 
a house. The caning was held over 
on condition he went to bed every 
night at 8 o’clock and keeps away 
from bioscopes for six months. > 

Violet Low, who came from Lon- 
don a few years ago as lead in mu- 
sigal comedies) and eventually 
wedded Philip Levard, theatrical 
producer for African Theatres, has 
opened a stage dancing academy in 
Johannesburg. 

Speculation is busy in Cape Town 
guessing how the theatregoing pub- 
lic is going to support the present 
houses of amusement, with the new 
Plaza Cinema, started by Kinemas, 
Ltd., to be shortly opened. In|! 
Johannesburg the new Coliseum is 
in process of building, and the 
cinema, M-G-M's Metro, is almost 
completed. 


CHEVALIER’S IDEA 
IS 1 YEARLY IN U.S. 


Paris, Oct. 22. 

Maurice Chevalier, after two 
weeks’ appearance at the Empire, 
Paris, where he is clicking, sails 
Nov. 2 to complete his Par contract 
which still has two more pictures 
to run. 

Chevalier’s plans following his 
Paramount contract are to try and 
arrange to make a picture a year in 
America, and spend the rest of his 
time in France, possibly making one 
picture here, and also some vaude 
appearances. 

Chevalier’s appearance at the 
Empire was a distinct success, evi- 
dencing his local possibilities as a 
vaude act in sharp opposition to the 
difficulties evidenced by his Eu- 
ropean tour of producing him solo 
in recitals. 





Fullers Join 





(Continued from page 11) 


ties interested in the big deal in- 
clude Hoyts, Fox, G.U.T., E.S.&A. 
Bank, and Chase National Bank. 
Hoyts’ executives have stated that 
only city theatres in each capital 
would be pooled. Hoyts had refused 
to throw in their country and sub- 
urban theatres, of which they had 


21 in New South Wales, and 69 in 
Victoria. G.U.T. will also exempt 
suburban theatres, and also the- 


For some time past the bankers 
have been telling both organization 
chiefs in plain words that fighting 
each other under the present condi- 
tions was foolish. The only way to 
| bring down heavy running expenses 
| was to quit employing cut-throat 
tactics in the operation of their city 
theatres and to work in unison. 

The executives also point out 
that the film distributors will not 
be affected very much by the link- 
ing of the two concerns, although 
distributors on the other hand say 
that they will be affected because of 
the lack of competitive bidding for 
their products by the two major 
theatre operators. 

Carrolls Still Indie 

It is certain that the Carrolls 
will not come into the combine, be- 
eause they only control one ace 
house in Sydney. Stuart F. Doyle 
is interested in this house outside 
of G.U.T, The Carrolls main inter- 








The production reflects creait| °StS 2r¢ in Queensland. 
upon the People’s, which offers ar- It is certain that the bankers will | 
tistic entertainment at popuiar| force a tightening up in 4 
prices, ' running conditions employed ‘by 


London, Oct 

‘Never Come Back,’ a new Lons- 
dale comedy, at the Phoenix has 
some witty dialog though it isn’t as 
bright as one expects from the 
playwright. Sir Alfred Butt pro- 
duced the piece with Athole Stew. 
art staging. Piece was well acted 
by a competent cast which includes 
Viola Tree, Raymond Massey and 
Adrienne Allen, the latter two just 
returned to England from Holly- 
wood. Feeling throughout is that 
Lonsdale is not at his best in the 
writing. 

‘Once a Husband’ at the Haymar. 
ket has an unoriginal plot plus 
some clever dialog. It’s delightfully 
acted by Cyril Maude, Fay Comp- 
ton and Owen Nares, but looks ex- 
tremely doubtful. 

‘My Hat’ Dated 

‘My Hat’ at the New Theatre is 
an adaptation from ‘She Walked in 
Her Sleep.’ It's hopelessly dated, 
and won't do ,although here again 
an excellent cast is seen. 

‘All For Joy’ at the Piccadilly is 
the first of the proposed series of 
twice nightly musicals. Idea is to 
change the show fortnightly. It's 
nicely mounted, but lacks comedy. 
Outstanding hit of the show is 
Glenn Ellyn, American dancer, ° 
making a debut as a legit prin- 
cipal. Understanding is that the 
Winter Garden has taken an op- 
tion on the show. 


US. PLAYERS PROTEST 
OVERSEAS RUNAROUND 


Paris, Oct. 22. 

Evidencing what American per- 
formers here have to mind is the case 
of Joe Termini, currently at the Al- 
hambra. Termini was imported by 
the William Morris agency after 
signing a blanket contract for a 
10% commission on his European 
bookings. He was then locally 
handled by the Lartigue agency, 
which to book him in the Alham- 
bra has to deal through Rotten- 
bourg & Goldin, who have the house 
in hand, Lartigue next wanted to 
book Termini for Italy, but owing 
to Italian house arrangements, has 
to deal through another’ Paris 
agent who tried to clamp on Ter- 
mini another blanket contract, in- 
suring them percentage on any fur- 
ther Italian bookings he may get 
direct or otherwise. And so on. 

Performers here are getting in- 
creasingly impatient of the ex- 
actions they have to put up with. 

In some cases, however, the 
practice is so blatant that talent 
burns and walks rather than sub- 
mit, as in the case of the Two 
Overburys who on the night of 
Oct, 20 were rushed to a nite club 
by Gino Arbib to meet an urgent 
call of Henry Carson of the Lar- 
tigue agency. Latter had contracted 
to supply the floor show, but had to 
fill a hole in the bill. 

Overburys were found to click and 
management decided to keep them 
for a week, so Carson asked Arbib 
to send him the contracts. This 
was done, but when the Overburys 
were about to sign they found that 
somebody had altered the opening 
date and postponed it one day. Car- 
son claimed the first day perform- 
ers had worked was just an audi- 
tion. This condition they refused 
to accept and gave up the engage- 
ment. 

Henry Carson, a native of Egypt, 
joined Lartigue after he had closed 
his own offices, first in Paris, then 
in Brussels. He did business most- 
ly in South America. 


$1. 


———— 





and it is ex- 
persons now 
positions 


G.U.T., and Hoyts, 
pected that several 
holding down important 
will be let out, 

It is a well-known fact that both 
Sydney and Melbourne are over- 
seated, and certain unpaying the- 
atres on both sides may be forced 
closed unless they can come out of 
the red. 

The real trouble started 
three years ago when each organ- 
ization set out to outbuiid the other 
in theatres. It was this that caused 
both units to get into the hands Of 
the bankers, and it was this factor 
that actually caused the liquidation 
of the old Union Theatres’ group, 
It was due to Stuart F. Doyle's un- 
tiring fight that prevented the ac- 
tual extinction of Union Theatres 
altogether, 


some 
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Plays Out of Town 


Late Christopher Bean 


Baltimore, Oct. 25. 


Comedy in three acts by Sidney Howard, 


from the French of Rene Fauchois Pre- 
sented by Gilbert Miller, starring Pauline 
Lerd and featuring Walter Connolly. Set- 


Aline Bernstein, At the Maryland, 


jhe has 


tings by 

Baltimore, Oct. 24. 

Dr. Haggett...-.-+++++- ...- Walter Connolly 

Susan Haggett...eccccesceee- Jane Buchanan 

Abby...ce.ceers ecccceccccscs+! auline Lord 

Mrs. Hagmett...-ccccseces.--- Beulah Bondi | 
Ada Haggett..--.- o+ceeeee-Katherine Hirsch 


Warren Creamer... 
Tallant...-ccercesseccees.-George Coulouris 
Rosen. .-+-- seeeeeeeeeees Clarence Derwent 
Davenport.....- eee .-- Ernest Lawford 


eeneee 


ney Howard returns to the stage 
with a new dramatic effort; this 
time a translation from the French 
by Rene Fauchois, of a play reported 
as having had a successful run in 
Paris. From appearances that 
French version must have been pure 
farce. 

Under the Howard typewriter, 
however, the play acquires, along 
with its new locale, a new dress and 
concept. Howard has switched the 
scene of the play from France to 
New England, in order that he may 
once more picture the people he 
knows so well, the Yankees, 

And what was farce in Paris be- 
eomes tinged with drama in Amer- 
ica. Due no doubt to the fact that 
Howard is primarily a dramatic 
playwright, as exemplified in his 
‘They Knew What They Wanted,’ 
‘Ned McCobb’s Daughter’ and ‘Sil- 
ver Cord.’ And that dramatic urge 
often turns this so-called comedy 
into rather heavy drama. In the 
fact that Howard has to depart from 
farcical strain lies the weakness of 
the play. 

The plot itself and its people are 
too light for anything other than 
light comedy, and they break under 
the weight of added drama. Result 
is a well-written, well-acted, well- 
produced, but still unsatisfying play. 
It holds only in spots. Its hope and 
its strength on Broadway are its 
names, the playwright, Sidney How- 
ard, its players, Pauline Lord, Wal- 
ter Connolly and Beulah Bondi, and 
its producer, Gilbert Miller. 

The story has to do with the post- 
humous fame of a painter, Chris 
Bean, and the sudden importance 
and booming prices commanded by 
his oils. Before his death he was 
attended by Dr. Haggett (Connolly) 
and lived in the family’s barn while 
he slowly died of t.b. When it be- 
eomes known that he had left a 
number of his works with the Hag- 
getts, a flock of New York art deal- 
ers hurry to the New England home, 
out-bidding each other for the 
paintings the Haggetts had deemed 
60 worthless that they were used for 
patching holes in the chicken-house. 

Most of the action of the play 
eonsists of the frantic search for 
the lost paintings, it later transpir- 
ing that they have been saved only 
by Abby, (Miss Lord), the Hag- 
gett house-servant. The Haggetts, 
particularly the doctor, are turned 
from a pleasant enough little fam- 
jily to a money-mad group, as they 
dream of the millions they’re worth 
because of the paintings. And for 
the curtain sock, Abby casually re- 
marks. that she is the widow of 
Chris Bean, and so all the paint- 
ings belong to her. 

As it stands now it is strictly a 
two-act play, the opening act being 
entirely by-the-way, and concerned 
with marital problems of the two 
Hagegett daughters, a situation hav- 
ing little to do with the essence of 
the play. 

The meaty role of the affair is 
Connolly’s; he’s the central charac- 
ter and on the stage the bulk of 
the evening. Pauline Lord has lit- 
tle to do, other than flit in now and 
then on a domestic mission, or to 
make some trivial remark. Only in 
the final chapter does she have any 
lines of importance. It’s a pity such 
an excellent performer should be 
seen on the stage so seldom, and it 
means another black mark against 
the play. 

Connolly gives his role its full 
meaning, and Beulah Bondi fits as 
the termagant wife. Two vague por- 
traits were the girls playing the 
daughter roles. The art hounds 
were well handled. 

It shapes up then as a good farce 


gone wrong, and because of an 
frritatingly trivial role to Pauline 
Lord. 

PETTICOAT TOWN 


Los Angeles, Oct. 26. 


Produced by Gateway Players club, lit- 
tle theatre group. Translated by Michael 
Storm from a Spanish play, ‘El Pueblo 
de las Mujeras’ by the Quinteros brothers. 
Directed by Francis Josef Hickson. Cast: 
Francis Josef Hickson, Dawn  ‘Tornini, 
Sandres Garion, Ileana Rosen, Luz Alba, 
Walter Sidney, Alicia Dominguez, Rosa 
Pedretti, William Lally, Dorothy Woods, 
Paula Carlo, Jackson Durlin, Gloria Fisher 
and Charles Bushnell. 





Effort by this amateur group with 
® light comedy wasn’t convincing, 
chiefly because characters demanded 
More deft handling than the inex- 
berienced cast could give them. 
Play is modern Spanish, but too 
light for consideration as a com- 
mercial production. 

Luz Alba was outstanding as a 
®°ssipy woman, Paula Carlo, femme 


.William Lawson 


lead, is a looke r, and should cet 
; Somewhere as a Spanish type. Fran- 
cis Josef Hickson, perennial littl 
theatre actor, had a priest part. A 
| little 8-year-old girl, Gloria Fisher, 
ran away With every scene in 
Which she had a chance. 

Young man from Madrid Visiting 
® small town in Andalusia, is imme- 





| 


diately betrothed by the village gZos- 
ips to Juanita La Rosa, although 
never spoken to her, De- 
spite the boy's honest denials of any 
feeling for the girl, the talk keeps 
up. 

Compromised at 


every turn, he 


‘ , +; | finally $s fall i > wi rr, 
After his venture in pictures Sia- | ""@!ly does fall in love with her, an 


outcome highly pleasing to the girl. 

Old Spanish customs, which have 
a big part in the story, render play 
meaningless to an American, Any 
o.s.c. has a different meaning in this 
country 

tlouse used by this little theatre 
group is the former Jail Cafe, pad- 
locked by Federal authorities 
eral years ago, 


HARLEM 


Toronio, Oct. 27. 


three acts hy William Jourdan 


seve 


Drama jin 


tapp and Wallace Thurman. Produced 
and directed by Forbes Randolph with all- 
Negro cast. At the Empire Theatre, $1.50 
top. 


_ 





Somewhat belatedly, Toronto the- 
atre-goers have taken up the Negro 
drama and Negro spiritual singing. 
After a three-weeks’ run of ‘Porgy,’ 
Randolph has followed with ‘Har- 
lem,’ another aspect of Negro life 
in that the theme deals with the 
transplanting of a South Carolina 
family to Harlem. It will run for 
as long as the traffic will stand, to 
be followed by Paul Green’s ‘In 
Abraham's Bosom.’ Then Randolph 
will send this trilogy out on the 
road in a repertoire of the three 
plays and assemble a white cast to 
hold the Empire clientele. 

As in ‘Porgy,’ Randolph has done 
a good job. There are expurgations 
in the text to conform with the 
squeamish theatrical appetites of a 
city surnamed ‘The Good.’ With 
the increasing popularity here of 
Negro singing, as exemplfied in the 
response which has met excursions 
of the chorus in churches and hos- 
pitals, Randolph has made a change 
to conform with demands for more 
singing. In the first act, the famous 
‘rent party,’ where the old Negro 
mammy pines for the South, Ran- 
dolph has brought in an up-stage 
scrim scene depicting the cotton- 
pickers crooning at their work. 
Scene is not particularly effective 
but appeal is strong for the Negro 
singing, so much so that, when 
Randolph later produces ‘In Abra- 
ham’s Bosom,’ he will transform the 
orchestra pit into a cotton field and 
have the chorus in the trenches for 
warbling during scene changes, 

Production idea is to bring up as 
many members of the original casts 
of these Negro plays as are at lib- 
erty. In this production, Randolph 
is using Babes Walker, Rose Mc- 
Clendon and Leigh Whipple, latter 
two also playing in the New York 
presentation of ‘Porgy’ and also in 
the local production of the same 
play which was a hold-over here 
for three weeks. The play, during 
its trans-Canada tour, should make 
money, not only on novelty but on 
the merits of a clever interpreta- 
tion of the stark realism of New 
York’s black belt. McStay. 


SPITE BRIDE 


Glendale, Cal., Oct. 25. 


Drama produced by Brent Productions, 

stock company, at Show Shop, Glendale. 
Play by A. Colby and A. G. Jackson, 
staged by Ed Harris. Cast includes Kay 
Kinsey, Flora Snyder, Erma Brent, G. 
William Clark, Paul McGilliard, Fritz 
Adams, Richard English, Edgar Jason, 
Jack DeWees and Billie Bellport, One 
set. Admission, 35 cents, 





‘The Girl 
10-year-old 


Formerly known as 
from  Child’s,’ this 
drama was _ sufficiently well-pre- 
sented to hit favorably with the 
audience in the Los Angels suburb. 
Opening night was by invitation. 

Stock company has just come to 
Glendale, and will stay at least six 
weeks to find out if stock at 35c 
admission can catch on here. Erma 
Brent, who w1is with the Curtis 
Christopher stock working out of 


Minneapolis, heads the Glendale 
troupe. 
Nut is down low enough, as 


players are working on small sal- 
aries and percentage. Company is 
handicapped, however, in that it 
will not play Saturday or Sunday 
nights, House runs pictures on 
these nights, Stage hands are non- 
union, and players pitch in and 
help. 

‘Spite Bride’ 
the cast, with enough 
give a fair performance, was 
preciated, First nighters laughed 
at all the old gags, and applauded 
some of the speeches. This makes 
prospects of stock catching on here 
seem more favorable. 

Story has the scion of a wealthy 
Washington family go through a 
spite marriage with a waitress, and 
then send her to Hive with his fam- 
ty. Son had been ousted by his 


shows its age, but 
troupers to 


: |leading man of the 
ap- | 


f ‘ se of an oil scandal, and 
he is looking for revenge. 

Waitress, an aggressive, slangy 
biscuit slinger, upsets the ritzy 
household, breaks up the marriage 
of the family ward to a money- 
seeking nobleman, and then goes to 


1} 
CAnS 


EEG PEEMATE 


Reno for a divorce. Returning a} 
year later, with the manners of a| 
lady, she marries a younger son of 


the house, who has befriended her 
all along. 

Billie Bellport as the waitress had 
the top honors, turning in a work- 
manlike performance. Richard Eng- 


lish is the young son, and although 


a bit too young, he registered | 
favorably. Erma Brent, as the/| 
mother; Fritz Adams, father; and 


Jack DeWees, as the renegade son, 
did capable work. Edgar Jason, 
as the lord, was badly miscast. 

Miss Brent has no lease on 
Show Shop, but has hopes of a 
| week season. 


the 
20- 


Too True to Be Good 


Toronto, Oct. 27. 
Comedy-drama in three acts by George 
Bernard Shaw. Produced by Maurice Col- 
| bourne and Barry Jones, Directed by 
; Maurice Colbourne. Settings by Jonel 
| Jorgulesco, At the Royal Alexandra, To- 


}ronto, $2.50 top. 
} The Monster..............-Richard Goolden 
|The Patient........0. eseccer Maisie Darrell 
iThe Elderly Lady....i........ Grace Lane 
The Doctor...... --Claude Haviland-Burke 
BO Fess ene cesusetesseees Dorthy Minto 
> fl eer Barry Jones 
| Colonel Tallboys, V. C.......Bruce Belfrage 
| Private Meek...... e+eeeee Pascoe Thornton 
| Sergeant Fielding.....ccecsesess A, P. Kaye 
The Elder...............Maurice Colbourne 


| 

| Deletions and substitutions in the 
script make this play vastly differ- 
ent from the Guild production in 
New York and the London, Eng- 
land, production. Topping this, the 
Atheist in the afore-mentioned pro- 
ductions appears in the Colbourne- 
Jones production as the Elder, 
George Bernard Shaw himself. Col- 
bourne doing this role in an ex- 
cellent Shaw make-up, complete in 
whiskers and Norfolk suit, brings a 
new element to the latest Shavian 
opus. 

To date, the Irish dramatist does 
not know that he is being imper- 
sonated upon the Canadian stage 
but the British players will attempt 
to get away with this device until 
the cables start sizzling. Claim of 
Colbourne is that the thought did 
not strike him until he landed in 
Canada. Company will tour the 
Dominion, putting in 19 weeks, and 
jumping into the United States at 
Seattle. 

Significance lies in the presence 
of the Governor-General and the 
Countess of Bessborough in making 
a special trip from Ottawa for the 
Toronto opening, this bringing ouf 
the social lights who rarely attend 
the legit here, 


Re-written script by Shaw, 
handed to Colbourne as he set sail 
for Canada (changes initialled), 


now brings a faint ray of hope in 
the dramatist’s diatribe on modern- 
istic vanities and the seeking of a 
panacea for post-war hysteria. The 
satirical philosphy is still present 
but not as bitterly pungent as in 
the New York and London produc- 
tions. It- will meet with less criti- 
cal condemnation than greeted the 
play in these two cities. Says Col- 
bourne: ‘A mistake was made in 
giving a star part to Beatrice Lillie. 
Above all actresses, she was never 
meant for a Shaw play at all. This 
is not a play for stunt comedy, It 
is a comedy that must be as serious 
as gravitation.’ Only after insistent 
clamor was he prevailed upon to 
make a curtain speech. 

Radically changed and _ stripped 
of some of that bitterness that 
startled London and New York, the 
new Shaw opus becomes a serious 
and profound theme rather than a 
play. The dialog, at times, still 
shocks Canadian audiences. The 
five-letter synonyms for ‘lady’ are 
still unexpurgated. Shaw's para- 
doxical puns and wise and witty 
philosophy are present still. 

The »'™y continues to run for 
three hours and ten minutes. But 
that great five-minute curtain 
speech, now extended to six, ends 
on a note just faintly hopeful. Cli- 
maxing on a heart-breaking note of 
helplessness, the speech now ends in 
less than 50 words as follows: ‘Or 
whether in some pentecostal flame, 
the spirit will descend on me and 
inspire me with a message the 
sound whereof shall go out into the 
lands and realize for us at least the 


Kingdom and the Power and the 
Glory for ever and ever, Amen.’ 
McStay. 





NO. 2 AMBLER PLAYERS 
Zanesville, O., Oct. 31. 
Edith Ambler Players, rounding 
out their first month at the Weller 
theatre here are reported doing 
nicely. 
Walter 
Number 2, 
southwestern Ohio. 
two spots each week. 
Charles Argenbright is the new 
original com- 
pany replacing Charles Hackett. 


Ambler is casting a 
company to open soon in 
It will play 





‘Satan’ Visits Harlem 
‘Ol’ Man Satan,’ short-lived col- 
ored drama at the Masque, N. Y.., 
will try to prolong ite career by 
touring the negro sectors, 
First move is to the Lafayette, in 
Heriem, 





VARIETY 








Ss — — —- 
Plays Abroad 

’ . manufacturer and given by her in 
L Auberge du Cheval the private house of a titled Enghlsh 
lady. It is understood that no social 
Bianc climbing can be done except with 
(‘White Horse Inn’) | the consent of the Duke d Anche, 
Paris, Oct. 15. king of the ritzy lavena r set, W ho 

Fret laptation by Lu en Besnard of is fond of giving costume balls 
Hans Mulle play. French lyrics by Rene Second act shows the prince fall- 
Dorit Musi by Ralph Benatzky. Pro-|ing for the motor manufacturer, 
luced | he Isola brothers at the Mogador,/ who himself is attracted by the 
ooo elgg G. Mitten | Woman climber. And the third act 
| Bistagne ....cccceces Peat NEE Tees be Charpin | Shows the prince, under pretence of 
SODOGER, xo athiverecsinieesacrs G. Ristori | trying a car, insisting on the motor 
——— | manufacturer driving to h's country 
Show. having already been report- | house to spend the night. The 
ed in ‘Variety,’ is only written up| motor manufacturers arranges to 
here under the Paris angle. The! have the femme climber as a guest, 


| Isolas have done it very nicely, and 


| credit in the billing, 











Paris Erik Charell 
which he is given 
The Isolas are 
specialists in doing this sort of pro- 
duction, and show does capacity 
business with advance bookings, 
and looks like an easy year’s run. 

In order not to overtax Paris 
money possibilities, cost has been 
minimized somewhat by keeping 
down the number of acts, and also 
doing away with the pool scene. 
However, a boat scene has been in- 
jected to make up for it. From the 
Paris point of view the show is en- 
tirely satisfactory, with choruses of 
25 German boys likely to be re- 
placed after a time by natives, and 
expenses similarly reduced 
production has been well launched. 
This is also substantiated by Milton 
being given star billing, but not ex- 
ploited in the publicity in such a 
way that his name becomes associ- 
ated with the show to the extent 
that someone other ¢ould not be 
used after a while. Milton is a tre- 
mendously popular stage and screen 
star, and correspondingly high- 
priced, which is justified by his 
drawing power and acting. He does 
the part of Leopold with his usual 
success, being very well supported 
by Charpin who went from Volterra 
to the Isolas. Josepha is nicely done 
by Ristori, popular local singer. Be- 
sides the choruses, there are 12 chil- 
dren, led by Irene de Trebert, 11, 
who has already acted for several 
years, and holds considerable prom- 
ise, especially as a dancer. Kids 
get $40 a month, and Irene $80, 

Costumes are by Weldy, and nice, 
though, of course, the Tyrolean cos- 
tumes, etc., belonging to the Tyrol- 
ean troupe brought over intact, 

In order to do the show, sets have 
been built on each side of the pros- 
cenium, advancing considerably into 
the auditorium, thus making the 
stage itself look three times bigger. 
This trick is comparatively new 
here, though Antoine, veteran show- 
man, suggested it 20 years ago. 

Mogador has been provided with a 
revolving stage, which is specially 
effective in the inn sequence. 

Up to date, best bet in this sea- 
son’s show business, Mari. 


LA FLEUR DES POIS 


(‘Cream of Society’) 
Paris, Oct. 10. 
A comedy in four acts by Edouard Bour- 
det. Produced by Victor Boucher at the 
Micholiere, Paris. 
Albert Tavernier... 


brought to 
for 


have 
to stage it, 


. Victor Boucher 


eeeeeee 


DOS cicie. covtes es coccecess taurnin-Fabre 
La Moufett@. .cccccccccvctcssesscsesd \lerme 
Grigorieff. .ccccccccccccccccsccecc- tee Vibert 
GGOMTOM cccedcceeed ccvcesocesesccccers Helvet 
WOBR. ccccee eesccccccesces- Marguerite Deval 
Madeleine........ eccccces++eXOlande Laffon 
Molly Whitford...... acsetton Suzanne Delve 

Victor Boucher’s Al acting and 


Bourdet’s name will give this play a 
sizable run at the Michodiere. It is 
unlikely to succeed elsewhere, ex- 
cept for very short engagements by 
a touring company. 

The book is strictly bound in lav- 
ender, so its screen possibilities are 
out. Bourdet’s plays are always a 
satire of society. His ‘Sex Faible’ 
showed how young men of the pres- 
ent generation live on women. This 
time his purpose is to discuss the 
artificiality of admission in the 
higher circles and what he sees as 
a prevalent tinge of lavender. 

He shows a young motor manu- 
facturer of normal tendencies trying 
to enter society to plug his product 
and using the services of a woman 
of good social connections, who, for 
a consideration, introduces climbers 
in the higher circles. The sour part 
of the satire shows the men of the 
higher classes considering as scan- 
dalous any romantic affinity. This 
results in what is an obvious exag- 
geration, which, after being exceed- 
ingly funny, is difficult for the uu- 
thor to sustain indefinitely, and it 
becomes rather painful. The show 
has some very Clever dialog and sit- 
uations, but after rather 
amusing acts the fourth rings false 
and totters. 

Production itself is very simple, 
but is very nicely done, scenes be- 
ing the social introductoress’ bou- 
doir office, a reception with draw- 
ing room openuing on to a terrace. 
the motor manufacturer's office and 
a drawing room. Sets are by Bertin. 
Women’s day dresses by Mainbocher 
and evening gowns by Lanvin. 

Play opens with a motor manu- 


three 


} turer 


when | 














facturer striking a deal with a ritzy | 


social agent, beautifully done by 


Marguerite Devel. 


of means but with no social connec- | 
tions is then slated for sucial climb- | 


ing. The princess arranges for re- 
ceptions to be paid for by the motor 


| that is deep. 
A young woman | — 


thus infuriating the duke, who drops 
the motor man and decides to have 
an affair with a woman. 

Last act, back in Paris, shows the 
duke arranging for a costume ball, 
and finally the manufacturer giving 
up entering the smart set. 

Boucher as the motor 
gives the greatest 
acting he has ever done. He could 
not be better supported than by 
Marguerite Deval in the role of the 
princess, and Saturnin-Fabre in the 


manufac- 
piece of 


role of the duke, excellent. So is 
Alerme in the part of La Moufette, 
an old regent, who is one of the 
leaders of the set. 

Yolande Laffon does the woman 
climber, and Suzanne Delve the 
English hostess. Blance Denege 


plays the part of the duke’s wife in 
a way which would honor the real 
noblewoman she caricatures. Most 
of the play’s people are readily rec- 
ognizable as actual Parisian figures 
by theatregoers who know their 
Paris. 

Staging was done by Raymond 
Rouleau, who ,though still the head 
of the Belgian theatre du Marais, ts 
now acting in films, and intends to 
direct. He has been helped in the 
staging by Francois Vibert, a film 
actor, who also is in the cast. 

Mazi, 


HARMONY 


Budapest, Oct. 12. 

A family idyll in three acts by Ferene 
Molnar, First presented on Oct. 7 by the 
Magyar theatre, Budapest. Music by Theo 
Mackeben. In the cast: Ernest Goth, Ella 
Goth-Kertesz, Ella Gombaszogi, Imre Rae 
day, Julius Gogon, Gero Maly, Maria Sul- 
yok, Laszlo Z. Molnar, Terus Kovaes. 





Molnar at his brilliant best in a 
comedy of conjugal bliss, all peace 
and harmony on the surface and 
opening up abysses of hypocrisy be- 
neath on an accidental provocation. 
Much profound truth about life and 
men and women, and much poetic 
feeling, is hidden under Molnar’s 
sparkling wit. This quality makes 
his latest play splendid entertain- 
ment for everybody. 

Central figure is Councillor Kor- 
nely, middle-aged model of civic 
virtue with just that fascinating 
touch of the bohemian which makes 
his middle-class family and sur- 
roundings worship him. He is head 
of a choir society and benefactor of 
the suburb where everybody is a 
member of ‘Harmony.’ 

Mrs. Kornely adores her husband 
and their conjugal life is all har- 
mony, the atmosphere pervaded by 
choir singing. The house is fes- 
tively prepared for Kornely’s jubilee 
as choir director when the bubble 
bursts. It leaks out that Kornely 
has a mistress, the manicure. 

The whole beautiful edifice of 
Kornely’s perfection crumbles, his 
wife is in hysterics, the barber who 
is the manicure’s fiance, threatens 
to kill the seducer, home truths are 
flung at Kornely’s head from all 
sides, the guests, assembling for the 
festive dinner, already suspect the 
truth, an enormous scandal threat- 
ens just when Kornely was about 
to ascend to the summits of pres- 
tige and honor. 

In his desperation Kornely 
clutches at the last straw—song. 
The choir society has helped him to 
warble himself to the heights of 
civic recognition, perhaps it will 
help him out of this quandary, too. 
Music is supposed to tame wild 
beasts and to soothe all difficulties, 
so Kornely puts it to a supreme 
test. In a heroic attitude but in a 
funk, he bursts into a joyous choral. 

His well-disciplined choir, one by 
by one, cannot resist joining in, 
Daughter, doctor, cook and express- 
man—all choir members—join in 
when their part comes; wife, gulp- 
ing down her tears; manicure ditto; 
irate barber, brandishing his razor, 
murder in his heart, gradually 
grows tame and joins in the tenor 


part; the guests return and add 
their voices to the volume of the 
song, their suspicions allayed, and 


all is festive harmony again. Final- 
ly the wife's wise affection sets mat- 
ters straight, the barber marries the 
manicure and the elderly couple are 
united again in a harmonious if 
gently melancholy happy end. 

The choir stunt is another 
one of Molnar’s dazzingly ingenious 
sleights-of-hand on the stage, of 
which he is a master. But besides 
that, comedy contains much 
Of course, it needs as 
sparkling a performance as that of 


the 


the sudapest world premiere, di- 
rected by the author himself, to 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Uncommon Chatter : 


By Ruth Morris 
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Mae West's Build-up 

Just in case one or two 
eouls in the audience are not 
quainted with her lifetime of pub- 
licity, Miss West’s entrance in 
Par's ‘Night After Night’ is care- 
fully prepared. She's spoken of as 
‘Maudie,’ quite a hellion in her way. 
Strong speakeasy proprietors blanch 
at the memory of her spectacular, 
dynamic personality. The next in- 
stant they grow dewy-eyed recall- 
ing a great good scout. 

The audience responds to Maudie 
long before she enters in ermine, 
diamonds and white satin sparkling 
with beaded sunbursts. Hand on 
hip, she trips brazenly across the 
screen, her entire appearance at- 
tuned to collossally impudent catch- 
lines. 

Slim and boldly’ poised, she 
doesn’t photograph as well as she 
might, That’s because of an un- 
flattering, character make-up, harsh 
accuracy unsoftened by a marcelle 
that’s as firm and artificial as a 
poorly made wig. 


Ideal MacMahon Role 

It isn’t fair to expect a Hollywood 
ingenue to have a sense of humor— 
not where her work’s concerned. 
Sweet young things should go right 
on being sweet and young, and let 
those less beautiful be wise. 

Sidney Fox would have contrib- 
uted a charming interpretation to 
‘Once in a Lifetime’ if she’d gone 
right on being Sidney Fox. She's 
petite, she’s dainty, she wistful. She 
photographs cunningly in her dot- 
ted Swisses, sports linens and 
grown-up satins. But somebody, 
probably an old spoil-sport director, 
told Miss Fox that ‘Once in a Life- 
time’ is satire, prompting her to 
add unnecessary fervor to her bas- 
ically descriptive performance. 

Hart-Kaufman satire is no crypt- 
ogram to Aline MacMahon. The 
droop to her mouth, the foreboding 
in her eyes, the bitter tone of her 
voice say that she could, or would 
like to, have written much of her 
own dialog. The part of an ex- 
vaudevillian who hopes life isn’t as 
futile as it seems, lives and breathes 
Miss MacMahon’s own screen per- 
sonality. It’s the best role she’s 
had—the most sympathetically cos- 
tumed and artfully photographed. 


Joan Blondell Un-typed 

Hope that springs eternal must 
tell Joan Blondell that, any day 
now, she may receive a crisp part 
-—the kind that brought her to the 
delightful attention of film fans. 
Otherwise, she’d probably run off 
the lot and take up work in a de- 
partment store. Her personality 
certainly could not be more wasted 
there than it has been in her re- 
cent pictures. 

She used to be a flip young thing 
whose remarks were brief and con- 
siderably to the point. Audiences 
had a laugh for every ilne she read. 

Since then she’s been so busy 
detecting criminals, eluding the 
police and reclaiming kidnapped 
tots that she hasn’t had time to 
think up good, swift cracks. ‘Three 
On A Match’ finds her badly let 
down, 

She used to dress as a flip young 
thing. But lately her clothes have 


simple 
ac- | 


| been occupied with characterization 
| too little concerned with flattery 
land style. Her hats used to start 
|high off her forehead and _ tip 
saucily toward the back of her 
head. The beach cap worn so in 
‘Three On A Match’ proves that 
| it's her most becoming hat line. 
Lombard’s Artful Clothes 


Carole Lombard wears costumes 
with a chic and assurance that | 


make them interesting, be they glad 





or sad rags. Though ‘Virtue’ de- 
prives her of her usual wardrobe, 
she’s smart and trim in the shirt- 


waits - and - skirts and informal 
dresses of an untransformed Cin- 
derella, 

The costumes are well planned. 
They know that they may not be 
lavished with rich silks and lus- 


trous furs, so they concentrate on 
being well fitted and trimmed, here 
and there, with bright, jaunty de- 


tail. Constructed with the sub- 
tlety of expensive dressmaking, 
they masquerade as cheap ward- 
robe. But they’re quite definitely, 


costumes with a flair that suits 
Miss Lombard’'s very good style. 
Mayo Methot wears her more ma- 
ture costumes with as much au- 
thority and proves that, when she’s 
given a sound part, however sordid 
and depressing, she can win sym- 
pathetic audience response. 


Too Naive Heroine 

The heroine known as ‘Red 
Haired Alibi’ i. a simple sort. Sur- 
rounded by racketeers and murder- 
ers, she doesn’t suspect that her 
companions arc not law abiding 
citizens. When they climb in and 
out of windows, flee by the fire es- 
cape and barricade themselves be- 
hind locked doors, she persuades 
herself that they're playing an in- 
nocent game. 

It’s just a little silly when the 
heroine’s Myrna Kennedy. Miss 
Kennedy's screen personality is not 
exactly corn-fed. She walks, she 
smiles and reads her lines with 
sophistication and poise, Her taste 
in costumes may not be ultra-chic, 
but it hardly represents the choice 
of a country girl who needs seven 
reels in which to detect obvious vil- 
lainy. 


This and That 
Constance Cummings, Holly- 


wood’s latest chosen representative 
of wealth and culture, a whit self- 
conscious about her rating in ‘Night 
After Night’...Wynne Gibson, effec- 
tively hard-boiled to model the sleek 
gowns of a speak-easy proprietor’s 
mistress...Black chiffon, weighted 
with heavy jet trimmings, answer- 
ing Alison Skipworth’s require- 
ments, as the one fussy dress in the 
wardrobe of a penniless instructress 
of culture. 

Zasu Pitt’s fluttering indecision 
hovering over the appointment desk 
of ‘Once in a Lifetime’...Louise 
Fazenda approving of ropes of cry- 
stals, yards of fox trimming, and 
gardenias and orchids with every 
costume, to describe the tastes of a 

tollywood chatterer...Jobyna How- 
land deprived of opportunity to be 
more than statuesque as the mother 
of a cinema novice...Hollywood’s 
conception of satire exposed in the 














Mr. John J. Kemp, 
551 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


Dear John: 


make. 


Annuities, | am, with kind 


Phone Murray Hill 2-7858-9 





WHAT CHIC SALE 
THINKS OF AN ANNUITY 


I consider an Annuity the surest and safest 
investment that an actor or professional man can 


If people in our profession who have made big 
money would have put half the money they had lost 
in bad investments in an Annuity we would have to 
give very few benefits today. 

Wishing you continued success in the sale of these 


Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) CHARLES CHIC SALE. 


Before Buying an Annuity It 
Would Pay You to Consult Us 


JOHN J. KEMP 


551 FIFTH AVENUE 


regards, 


NEW YORK CITY 


| 
| broadly burlesqued costumes and 


lmannerisms of Mona Maris and 
Carol Tevis. 

| Glenda Farrel, cast for a brood- 
| ing bit in ‘3 On a Match’...Cork- 
screw curls for the younger genera- 
}tion upheld by Dawn O'Day, Vir- 
ginia Davis and Betty Carr... 
|Clara Blandick, once again, 
| body’s mother...Anne Dvorak 
ling hard to keep up with a 
|'dramatic part, and screening 
lin a group of riches-to-rags 
tumes...Bette Davis, in the 
plot shuffle. 


YOSHE KALB 


(Continued from page 42) 


from town to town 
misfortune wherevel 


some- 
try- 


well 


lost 





and 
he Hoes 
search is made for him. He 
of the stage he is seen, staff 
hand, sack on back, slowly walking 
down the road. 

It’s really quite strong, with that 
trial scene at the end, even at this 
small theatre highly effective, and 
a new note. The characterizations 
are clear-cut and finely chiseled. 
Only actual trouble is that there is 
almost too much crammed into the 
piece, which as shown here, con- 
sists of two acts and many short 
scenes. A revolving stage, or some 
other quicker way of shifting the 
scenes, would help, of course, while 
more effective lighting is almost im- 
perative. 

Of the large cast employed, the 
outstanding performances are given 
by Maurice Schwartz, director of the 
theatre, as the greedy old rabbinical 
tycoon, and Lazar Freed in the title 
role. Anna Appel Las a small but 
effective role, Charlotte Goldstein is 
nice though a bit forced as Malkele, 
and Helen Zelinska overdoes the 
part of the sexton’s daughter. Isidor 
Cashier as the sexton gives a 
rounded performance. 

Several nice dances are interpo- 
lated and music is played between 
seene changes. 

For Broadway the play would 
need adaptation and careful casting 
and staging. If given that, it ought 
to be a likely prospect despite the 
fact that it isn’t screen fare. 
Kauf. 


CARRY NATION 


Drama in 15 scenes. Presented by Ar- 
thur J. Beckhard for the Theatre Unit, Inc 
Written by Frank MoGrath. Staged by 
Blanche Yurka, 

Aumt Judy..........Fannie Belle de Knight 
COOPRS . BEOOKS. oc ccccccccessoce John Parrish 
James Campell.......... Myron McCormick 
Mary Campbell Moore.....Gertrude Garstin 
Charles Gloyd.....+eeeeees-Byron Mctirath 
ee secceccccopeess buddy De Loach 
Mrs. GlOYd..coccscecceccess-Frieda Altman 
Dr. Hull...cccccccccecseseseeskrnest Pollock 
Miiss Sicat....ccccccecscoessees- Minna Adams 
David Nation....ccscceessess- Leslie Adams 
Carry Natiom..cccccccccccecssss Esther Dale 







Mrs. Noble..... -Mildred Natwick 
Daniel Dent.. «++-Donald Foster 
Mra, Cain... .cccccsceccccseses Daisy Belmore 
A Brute.....ccccesceceesClarence E, Smith 


Mart Strong...e.coeeseee--JoShua L. Logan 
Constable Gano....ceseess+..James Stewart 
Mayor Washbrook........Arthur C. Morris 
O. Tn DAY. ccccece seeeceeeeCnarles E. Arnt 
A Salegman,......ssessess -»- Kenneth Berry 
Sporting Girls.. Barbara O'Neil, Lilian Okun 
PE cn «0092 0340050684 John F. Morrissey 
The Mayor of Kiowa.....Alfred Dalrymple 
Mra. SKoll...ccccccccccesseces. Nina Varesi 
SKoll....cccocccecesececcssLuther Williams 
Jailer. ..cee eccccccccvcsseces Walter Eviston 
EMMAIOSE. 2c ccvcere eoeesecees- Harry Bellaver 
Leader of the Vigilantes..... Karl Swenson 
The Woman With a Whip.Roberta Hoskins 
The Woman With a Club.......Bela Axman 
Louis Sauerberger..........Frederick Kemp 
A Whiskey Drinker........... Leslie Moore 
Mrs. Klopp...... se eeeeeeKatherine Emery 
Miss Sheriff......ceesessee++-Helen Huberth 
Mrs. McHenty..ccecccccessees-Mary Jeffery 
Chairman...ccccccssccceseees RODert Allen 





One of the strangest plays in 
years, about one of the strangest 
characters in American history. In 
spots it was so bad it seemed good. 
In construction it is very faulty and, 
though interesting enough bio- 
graphically, it is doubtful if there 
are enough playgoers who care 
about the militant Carry Nation to 
keep the show going for more than 
a few weeks. 

There are plenty of homely truths 
about quite a number of Kansans, 
drab and illiterate people. Carry 
Nation's father was of that type, 
and he wrote her name in the Bible 
as ‘Carry.’ She never chose to cor- 
| rect the newspapers to whom she 
supplied so much copy, and for a 
generation her name invariably was 
printed Carrie. The story as told 
in the play is said to be substan- 
tially true. 





Although the _ saloonitic was a 
school teacher, Carry Nation's 
mother was reported insane, the 


strain passing on to her (Carry Na- 
tion’s) child, which was placed in an 
asylum. She was first married to a 
physician who drank himself to 
death. At 31 she married David 
Nation, a man of 50, with chin dec- 


orations. He claimed to be a parson 
and newspaper editor, but rarely 
worked. 


First glimpse of the crusader is 
after she had been married to Na- 
| tion for 20 years. A plump matron, 





she had gained fame throughout 
Kansas for smashing the booze 
| joints, which under the state’s dry 
|'law were unlawful. Her wrecking 
activities started in Medicine Lodge, 
then expanding to such places as 
Kiowa, Enterprise, Topeka and 
finally Kansas City. 

Several of these raids are depict- 











ed before and after the crusader 


melo- | 


cos- | 


| died, she 


bringing | up 
W hile | insisted 
the decision is being handed down) 
has/ see a national prohibition act. 
again disappeared. In the foreground! play intended to glorify the zealot, 
in! which it hardly does. 
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adopted the hatchet for her smash- 
ing operations. She finally alluded 
| to them ‘natchetations.” In one 
town she is visited by a committee 
beaten by women. She is 


as 


and badly 


shown in a cell, but although ar- 
| rested no less than 50 times in her 
powers she never ceased to wage 
| war on saloons Mixed in was re- 
| lizgion, she being fanatical in that 
| respect, too 

There was much blunt language 
uttered which aroused laughter. 
| The only sentimental touch came 
near the close, when Carrie, upon 
learning that her husband, who had 
}divorced her atter 30 years, had 


mentions her two unhappy 
marriages, and ventures to say she 
might have been better off had she 
been loved by either husband. 

Carry Nation died in 1911, calling 
heaven for continued aid—she 
her mission was directed 
from above. Her last desire was to 
The 


Alone in a cheap hotel room her 
husband comes to plead that she re- 
turn home, but Carry insists she 
must continue the Lord's’ work. 
David has been doing the laundry 
and kitchen work, and complains in 
homely terms of the results of his 
own cooking. That line provoked 
prolonged laughter. 

Scene changes are not made with 
speed. Before each signs indicate 
date and town of the next episode. 
The plain horsehide furniture that 
belonged to the period is something 
of a curiosity. Had Chris Morley 
and his gang put it on on Hoboken 
it might duplicate ‘After Dark.’ Au- 
thor’s intent and the producer’s, 
however, are more seriously aimed. 
The stand-out characters are 
topped by Esther Dale as Carry Na- 
tion. She was a vocalist, and in ma- 
turity turns in one of the most 
faithful portraits the stage has seen 
in many a day. Leslie Adams as 
her husband, blunt and direct, ac- 
counted for most of the laughs, 
while Donald Foster as a reporter 
was refreshing. Most of the numer- 
ous others are unfamiliar, with bits 
attracting attention for the moment, 
such as Helen Huberth’s woman 
vigilante, Mary Sheriff, rugged fem- 
inist from Arkansas. 

Some chance that the show will 
get across because it is a curi- 
osity, but it is not really a play and 
the dry cause is on the way out. 
Thee. 


THE ANATOMIST 


Drama in three acts; presented at the 
Bijou Oct. 24 (by John Leffler and Frank 
Conroy); written by John Bridie; staged by 
Thomas Wood Stevens. 


Amelia Dishart..... eoeee- Audrey Ridgwell 


Mary Belle Dishart.........Eunice Osborne 
Walter Anderson..... ecvcess.. Leslie Barrie 
SOMEO BOR so ccderiice eeeeee.Molly Pearson 
Robert Knox, M.D...........Frank Conroy 
Augustus Raby...... seeeess..Denis Gurney 
LamGlerd. ...cccse esecesss-Barlowe Borland 
Mary Paterson...........Paula Bauersmith 
cect ceedd ics e+eceeesss Bernard Ostertag 
Davie Paterson......+e.+++..George Tawde 
William Burke.........0+....Jacx McGraw 


William Hare..........++..Ralph Cullinan 





If this imported play were to 
have a chance over here better than 
it had in London where a desultory 
engagement was played, the times 
would have to be happier than now. 
Even so, it is doubtful that so 
ghoulish a story could click. It be- 
longs to the horror school. 

Dates back a hundred years when 
a noted physician and professor was 
hard put for subjects—human bodies 
used for dissection in a Scotch med- 
ical college. Perhaps the play is 
based on fact, but it seems a topic 
foreign to all stages, except the 
French Grand Guignol. Chilling 
playlets seems to have gone into the 
limbo elsewhere. 

Dr. Robert Knox, who. once 
traversed the South African velt in 
search of subjects and encountered 
hardships that resulted in one empty 
eye socket, is not too scrupulous as 
to where the corpses come from. An 
assistant, after a quarrel with his 
fiancee, meets a young woman ina 
gin mill. She dies and falls into 
the hands of two grave robbers al- 
luded to as ‘resurrectionists.’ The 
girl’s body is later delivered to the 
famous surgeon's room, the horror 
of the younger doctor failing to af- 
fect the great anatomist. But the 
men are later detected and hung 
while Dr. Knox, though stoned and 
harried, goes on with his classes. 

Frank Conroy selected the play as 
one which might have hoisted his 
rep for gristly parts. It was not 
worth the endeavor. Several in the 
cast may have been brought over. 
They just came for the ride. IJbee. 

Play closed Saturday night (29). 
Review is for record purposes. 


THE GIRL OUTSIDE 


Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Little Oct. 24, by Alfred E. Aarons; writ- 
ten by John King Hodges and Samuel Mer- 
win; staged by Priestly Morrison. 

Frederick P. Dorne........ Charles Richman 
Mrs. William Dorne.......Helen Strickland 
Garrison Dorne...ee- -.-Horace Braham 
Doctor Hudson. Sydney Riggs 
The Girl... Patrick 





eee eee eeeeeee 


ee ecccccccesccccces + Lill 


A very polite and dollea up audi- 





lence attended the opening and for 
;one reason or other made itself a 
|; vOlunteer claque, The average play- 


an evening's time. 





‘The Girl Outside’ was designed as 
a romantic comedy. It has little 
laughter, is neither hot nor cold in 


l of 


goer, however, won't think it worth | 


— 
— 


love interest and bits of ill tempep 


provide what dramatics there are. 
For no reason other than 


SUpe 
posed temperament a composep 
quits the roof of his benefactor, 4 
banker who is willing to finance the 
youth in his musical studies. Boy's 
father had died leaving little more 
than the insurance that provides a 
competence for his mother. When 
the aspiring musician learns the 
facts, he rebels at what he calls 
}charity, changes his name and 
takes modest quarters in Green. 
wich Village. 

A doctor friend finds an actress 
who has passed out in the hall 
They carrry her into the one-room. 


and-kitchenette quarters and she is 
put abed. Doc thinks she may have 
pneumonia and care is imperative, 
It’s a case of malnutrition and the 
girl comes to herself in a few days. 
She is grateful and determines to 
put the lad back in the good graces 
his benefactors. She insists on 
marriage, that they may return to 
the banker's home together. Then 
they discover they love each other, 
Story is like a filler yarn in a 
magazine. Five people in the cast 
would make it appear that show 
could operate at low cost. But in 
these times no chance. lbee. 
Play closed Saturday night (29), 
Review is for record purposes, 


HARMONY 


(Continued from page 45) 
bring out all its points. Mr. and 
Mrs. Goth, the principals, both set 
splendid pieces of characterization 
on the stage, but also Ella Gombas- 
zogi and Raday, as the manicure and 
the barber, and all the minor parts 
as well, were excellently cast. The 
music is a witty parody of the usual 
kind sung by such bodies. 

Of course, the real big chance of 
the new Molnar play is in Germany, 
where the choir society stunt is all 
over the place. But Korney is such 
a universally human type—there are 
Rotarians and Elks galore in the 
United States just like him—that 
‘Harmony’ is sure of an appeal 
everywhere. 


COCKTAIL-FIGARO 

, Yraris, Oct. 20. 
Theatre Figaro is the old Per- 
choir, an intimate theatre, with 
practically no stage worthy of the 
name, and where productions can 
only be put on in an unpretentious 
way. Current revue is authored by 
a long list of writers and com- 
posers. 

Revue is a succession of short 
sketches written by Sasha Guitry, 
Saint-Granier, Georges Dolley, 
Pierre Varenne, Gabriel Timmory, 
Henri Dumont, Max Blot, Albert 
Willemetz, Rene Pujol, Tristan 
Bernard, with music by Maurice 
Yvain, Gabaroche, Vincent Scotto, 
Pierre Chagnon, Jane Bos, Tiarko 
Richepin, Louis Beydts, Rene Mere 
cier, Oberfeld, Frey Pearly, Pascal, 
Bastia, Mireille. 

Many sketches are entirely meane 
ingless, but one by Sacha Guitry, 
showing a woman trying to find out 
from the cards what her husband is 
doing, might be used for a screen 
short. Also one by George Dolley 
and Pierre Varenne about sulking 
husbands, ; 

Moussia (Countess de Breteuil), 
exhibits her famous legs in several 
dances. Transient patronage makes 
a long run possible. Mavi. 





Law Publisher 

New book publishing concern is- 
suing subjects on law only, is 
readying its first volume. Concern 
calls itself the National Legal Pub- 
lications and is headed by an ate 
torney, Joseph G. M. Browne. 

Browne now swinging around the 
country conferring with legal lights 
for contributions to his lists. Sub- 
jects will cover every phase of law. 





Ullman Buys Out Hubbard 
The fan film monthly, ‘Broadway 
and Hollywood Movies,’ has under- 
gone a change in ownership. Group 
headed by I W. Ullman has pur- 
chased the interest of Carl Hubbard, 
who founded the mag, and is issu- 
ing the publication as the Edge- 
wood Publishing Co. 
No other changes, editorially 
in content, for the present. 


or 





NON -SMARTING 
TEARPROOF 
Maybelline 


Here's what you've been 
wanting — for off stage 

















and on. A real eyelash 

darkener: one that goes i{) ~ 
on right the first time and Wir 
that won't run, smear or BAYA 4 
smart with tears or per- “ 
spiration. Positively non-smarting! The most 
popular mascara with the profession. Perfectly 


| harmless. Try the NEW Maybelline. Black of 

Brown, 75c at any toilet goods counter, 
uwvlelhljre 
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— 
Nice and Naughty 

Thorne Smith, who created the 
pone-too-proper Topper, breaks in 
geain, through Doubleday-Doran, 
with ‘The Bishop’s Jaegers’; Jae- 
being a once popular brand of 
dergarments. It’s Jaegers on the 
tle page, but inside Smith goes for 
e homlier and more definitive 
Mrawers’—and how. They are the 
xeynote of the story from the pro- 
tog in which the various male and 
female garments are descanted 
upon, through the opening sequence 
jn which the hero wears two pairs 
to the office and is surprised by his 
gec trying to dispose of the excess 
gown in the main and concluding 
gection in which the characters dis- 
eard these and all other habiliments 
fm a rather peculiar nudist colony. 
" Leading characters are a diffident 
ecffee merchant, his highly patri- 
an near-fiancee, his over-sexed sec, 
a bishop, a rummager and a sneak 
thief. They all get together on a 
ferryboat where they are fogged and 
rt for shore in a small boat, ar- 
riving at the colony where fatuous 
humans vainly seek to hide sex be- 


With this premise the book might 
ave been dangerously sexy or bore- 
gemely stupid, but in actuality 
Smith’s brisk and often witty dialog 
go charms the reader that the sug- 
gestiveness is accepted without pro- 
test. 

Not for Sunday school libraries, 
put a highly entertaining volume for 
gn unoccupied hour or two. 





Libel Interpretation 


While the New York Evening 
Journal, Inc., International Features 
fervice, Inc. and Catherine Bauer, 
writer of the alleged libelous: ar- 
ticles, must defend the $25,000 libel 
guit brought by Sol Gerstein, Inc., 
wholesale hat manufacturers, the 
‘Appellate Division has handed down 
a somewhat different interpretation 
on the law of libel. 

The opinion reverses Justice Cohn 
in the N. Y. Supreme Court who 
had opined that ‘the burden is upon 
the defendants.’ The higher court 
differs declaring the burden, instead, 
is upon the plaintiff (Gerstein) to 
show that by wide circulation and 
photography of the article it caused 
damage to Gerstein’s business. But, 
otherwise, avers the learned jus- 
tices of the higher tribunal, the 
‘Journal,’ et al, must file answer to 
the comphkaint and defend the ac- 
tion. Motion of the newspaper to 
dismiss the complaint had been pre- 
viously denied. 

Miss Bauer's article of last Oct. 
24, was captioned ‘Brand New 
American Hi- jacking of Paris 
Fashions by Radio.’ 


O. Henry Awards 

Winners of the O. Henry Memor- 
fal Prize awards this year are 
Stephen Vincent Benet, James G. 
Cozzens and Edwin Granberry, in 
the order named. Prize-money is, 
respectively, $500, $250 and $100. 

Benet won first prize for his 
short story, ‘An End to Dreams,’ 
in ‘Pictorial Review.’ Cozzens’ 
‘Farewell to Cuba,’ in ‘Scribner’s,’ 
second, and ‘A Trip to Czardis, in 
the ‘Forum-Century’ resulted in 
third prize for Granberry. 

The O. Henry award is a new 
achievement for Benet, who is a 
Pulitzer Prize winner in poetry. 
Other two are established prose 
writers. 

Judges were Harry. Hansen, Fred- 
erica Field, Joseph J. Reilly and 
Emma K. Temple, under the chair- 
manship of Blanche Colton Wil- 


liams. Mrs. Williams, who steps 
out from that post after many 
years, did not vote in this year’s 
selections. 


The prize stories, as well as a 
dozen others which received favor- 
able mention, will be published in 





Comic Strip Politics 





Chicago ‘Tribune’ syndicate 
has had to ship replacements 
of ‘Gasoline Alley’ comic strips 
because of protests from sub- 
scribing tepublican papers 
which held the cartoons were 
carrying too much Democratic 
propaganda. 

A particular peeve was from 
the partisan Los Angeles 
‘Times.’ One of the alleged 
pro-Roosevelt strips was car- 
ried by this paper in a bulldog 
edition, but when the editors 
turned to the comic page and 
saw the cartoon considered 
contrary to the daily’s political 
policy, the page was replaced. 





Mixed Love 


Cyril Hume, who established him- 
self with ‘Wife of the Centaur,’ now 
;comes forward with ‘My Sister, My 
| Wife’ (Doubleday-Doran), which is 
almost irritating because of the 

power With which the author draws 
la picture of the confused motives 
and thoughts governing the actions 
|} Of his protagonists. 

| One is a gifted artist, wrapped 
|ur in his son in a curiously detached 
f-shion, who falls in love with a 


has been shielded from the world by 
a theatrical] manager and a veteran 
actress who constitute themselves 
her self-appointed guradians. The 
artist fights against what his head 
tells him is an impossible marriage, 











to have paid the Strawn Holding 
Corp. $40,000, to have tendered it 
certain securities and returned the 
buildings as a $350,000 settlement, 
which, it is claimed, was accepted. 
The Shaffer interests assert neither 
they nor their bondsmen are now 
liable. 





Chicago ‘Post’ Defunct 


Without warning the Chicago 
‘Evening Post’ suspended Saturday 
(29) after 42 years of publication. 
It was bought out by the Chicago 
‘Daily News,’ also evening, and 
scrapped. Knowlton L. Ames, pub- 
lisher of the ‘Post’ for the past 18 
months, becomes assistant to Frank 
Knox, publisher of the ‘News.’ 

‘Post’ has been dying by inches 
for several years. Its circulation at 
the last was reported under 20,000 
daily. Paper owned its own build- 
ing, in receivership since 1931, on 
Wacker Drive. It was strictly an 
also-ran in advertising although 
having a loyal, if small, following 
among the wealthy Gold Coasters 
and literati. ‘Post’ also had a semi- 
monopoly of music school and cult- 
ural announcements. 

Always an administration paper 
for the G. O. P. in good times, the 
‘Post’ was rated as worth maintain- 
ing even at a deficit for the business 
angles it provided. 





Plagiarist Forks Over 

An amateur writer on the coast 
has recently been crashing into the 
pulp magazines with stories origi- 
nally penned by recognized authors 
and published as long ago as 10 
years. A monkey wrench was 
thrown into his racket, however, by 
H. Bedford-Jones, one of the 
authors he plagiarized. 

Jones found one of his old stories 
was published word for word in a 
current magazine with only the 
names of two characters changed. 
Biography of the reputed author 
appearing in the magazine assisted 
Jones in locating the plagiarist, who 
not only signed a written confes- 
sion that he had stolen this story 
and also one by James Francis 
Dwyer, but immediately forked over 
the amount of the check he had re- 
ceived for the purloined yarn. First 
time for Jones that he has been 
paid twice for the same story. 


Another New Mag Distrib 

L. H. Silberkleit, who was direc- 
tor of circulation for the now de- 
funct Eastern Distributing Corp., 
has formed his own mag distribut- 
ing organization, the Mutual Maga- 
zine Distributors. Starts with 18 
mags, of which eight were formerly 
handled by Eastern. 

Collapse of the Eastern Distribut- 
ing Corp., which had in excess of 
40 mags, has resulted in the forma- 
tion of a number of distribs to fill 
the void. Mutual Magazine Dis- 
tributors is but one of three such 
organizations formed within the 
last few weeks. 





book form by Doubleday,. Doran. 


$500,000 Suit on Lease 

Jol.a C, Shaffer, publisher of the 
Indianapolis ‘Sta-’ and the Muncie, 
ind., ‘Star,’ is being suec in Denver 
for $500,000 because of his alleged 
defaulting in meeting terms of a 


Rebel Arts Pub 
Group of Socialistic scribblers 
calling themselves the Rebel Arts, 
are plotting a mag as an organ for 
their ti.oughts. Will call it ‘Rebel- 





99-year lease on three buildings in 
Denver. At the time Shaffer was | 
owner of the Denver ‘Times’ and | 
the ‘Rocky Mountain News,’ which | 
he has since sold to Scripps-How- 
ard. 

The Colorado National 
trustee, is suing, and charges 
Shaffer repudiated the leases and 
denied further liability under them. 
The leases were signed in 1923. In 
a deposition used at the trial Shaf- 
fer charged that his attorney, Henry 
A. Lindsley, and the manager of his 
Denver papers, Samuel S. Sherman, 
had been influenced by parties wish- | 
ins to sejl him the lease. These two 
Say they will introduce letters from 
Shaffer which will refute the alle- 
The Shaffer interests claim 


sank, as 





cations, 


| who 


Key’s Radio Annual 
First radio annual, intended as a 
book of the industry, is that 


year 
to be gotten out by Pierre Key, 
publisher and commentator on 


things musical. The volume, which 


will make its initial appearance 
around the first of the year, will 
be known as ‘Pierre Key’s Radio | 
Annual.’ 


Real Names of Authsrs 
O. Douglas, author of ‘Priorsford,’ 
is Anna Buchan. E. 
wrote ‘Anne Boleyn,’ is 
Lilv Moresby Adams Beck. 
But who is Theresa Benson, 
thor of ‘The Fourth Lady’? 


Mrs. 


© 
au- 


art, a monthly. No date set yet 
for first issue, nor editorial head | 

] 
named. 


Barrington, ! 


but he is not able to fight off her 
innocent blandishments. In a fit of 
mental revulsion he seeks to inter- 
est her in his son, as of more suit- 
able age. She yields to the boy, but 
tells the artist when he jealously re- 
proaches her that it was he to whom 
she yielded by proxy. 

In a way the story is ghastly, but 
so well handled that one is forced to 
read to the end even while he rages 
against the stupidity of the hero. 
It’s one of the books that will make 
talk this winter, for it has fresh- 
ness of theme and a splendidly bru- 
tal treatment. 

Good News for ist Novels 

A. 8S. Barnes Co., the technical 
book house which decided recently 
to take on fiction, will issue its fic- 
tion under a separate identity. The 
fiction books will bear the imprint 
of John Lowell Pratt, ..p. of the 
Barnes concern, responsible for the 
innovation. 

First novel to be issued by Pratt 
will be ‘Grand Slam,’ by B. Russell 
Hertz. The story is said to be a 
fictionized account of Ely Culbert- 
son’s career. 

News to the unknown scribbler is 
that Pratt will read ‘first’ novels, 
unlike the attitude of most of the 
first-line publishing houses. 





Odd Names 
Vincent Starrett, author of ‘The 


'End of Mr. Garment,’ the Crime 
Club’s newest, is long on odd 
names. His murder victim, who 


forms the reason for the story, is 
Stephen Garment, with Anger for 
his secretary. The amateur detec- 
tive is named Ghost, and among 
other names are Spessiffer, Ken- 
bark, Mollock, Dromgoole and Bird- 
| flight. : 

The yarn is along the usual lines 
and, like too many detective stories, 
is slow in getting into action. The 
book is one-third done before the 
interest starts to mount, due to the 
elaborate preliminary groundwork. 
After that it moves quickly and in- 
geniously to the climax. 


Another Radio Mag 

Rudolph Field, the sometime book 
publisher, is turning mag publisher 
in association with Donald Herman. 
The two will get out a weekly to 
be called ‘Big Time,’ covering stage, 
screen and radio, mostly radio. 

Both Field and Herman active in 
radio latterly, Field mostly with his 
ether ‘Chats With Authors,’ and 
Herman as an entertainer, song- 
writer and program arranger. As 
a book publisher, Field issued ‘Ex- 
Racketeer’ and “The Uncensored 
Letters of Charles Chapin,’ the first 


of the books on the famed city 
editor of the late ‘World.’ 
Field and Herman will jointly 





edit as well as publish ‘Big Time.’ 
First issue will make its appear- 
ance around Dec. 1. 


Sherman Biog 
Lloyd Lewis’ newest book 
;}man—The Fighting Prophet,’ 
| December selection for the 
|}of-the-Month Club. That 
matically assures at least 
| copies. 

Now, and for the past two years, 
dramatic critic of the Chicago 
| ‘Daily News,’ Lewis has had a num- 
of biographies published con- 
cerning Civil War figures, upon 
| which theme he has become an au- 
|thority. In gathering material for 


aumennsineemnanmmmenet 


‘Sher- 


Book- 
auto- 
40,000 


| ber 


| Sherman’ he plowed through 200 
obscure regimental histories and 
diaries of common soldiers, never 


published. 

Six of the chapters in ‘Sherman’ 
ran in the ‘American Mercury’ to 
| which Lewis Is a frequent contrib- 


utor, 





Sweetland’s Pub. Co. 
E. Wickham Sweetland is 
control of the Aventine 
Press, the book publishing 
Firm name may be discarded and 
|the imprint of Sweetland’s name 

| substituted on future books. 

The Benjamin de Casseres 
‘Spinoza,’ to appear next month 


in sole 
house 


book, 


will 


peculiarly idealistic child, the natu- | 
ral offspring of a dead actress, who | 


is the | 


now | 


47 


——— 








| ‘Death in the Afternoon’ 
| ‘March of Democracy’ ($3.50). 


‘Epic of America’ 


‘More Merry Go Round’ 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending Oct. 29, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
‘Sons’. ($2.50) ceccccccceccescoses epevcesceces By Pearl S. Buck 
‘The Founmtaie® (E250) esiccececessvecscccesscvcs By Charles Morgar 
‘Sheltered LAafe’ (SB.66) cccccoccsessccocececesess BY Ellen Glasgow 
‘Light in August’ ($2.50) ...ccocecsccceccesecs-- BY William Faulkner 
Inheritance’ ($2.50) cccosccececosseeseeessonce:s By FPayllis Bentiey 
‘Smith’ ($2.50) ceccccccecess oenteseeesncesen ar: Warwick Deena 
Non-Fiction 
‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75)......By Hendrik Willon Van Loon 


BBO icccccednacts By 
ke) |) lees 
‘Princess Marries the Page’ ($2.00)......By Edna St. Vincent Millay 
(UR a ee ee Anonymous 


Ernest Hemingway 
-By James Truslow Adams 
«eeee+-By James Truslow Adams 








name as 
Sweetland 


carry Sweetland’s own 
publisher, with other 
books to follow. 
Aventine Press, formed about a 
year ago, got off to a flying start 
with that sex education book, ‘The 
Torch of Life,’ written by a British 
ship surgeon. Book sold more than 





250,000 copies and is still in de- 
mand. 
College Honors Lippn. nn 
Walter Lippmann, New York 


|‘Herald Tribune,’ politic 1 columnist, 
i whose daily articles appear in about 
300 other papers, has been appoint- 
ed chancellor, for 1932-33, of Union 
Universi_y in Schenectady, where he 
began his newspaper career 26 years 
ago. 

Lippmann worked on a daily there 
and for a short time, served as sec- 
retary to George H. Lunn, now State 
Public Service Commissioner and 
then Socialist mayor of Schenec- 
tady. 

As Chancellor of Union Univer- 
sity, Lippmann will deliver the prin- 
cipal address at the 137th com- 
mencement next June. He is the 
youngest man (43) ever appointed to 
this post and is also the first jour- 
nalist so honored. 


The Very Social ‘Lady’ 

Although D. H. Lawrence is dead, 
so-called sequels to his ‘Lady Chat- 
terly’s Lover’ continue to make their 
appearance, Latest is ‘Lady Chat- 
terly’s Friends,’ published by Wil- 
liam Faro, Inec., which also got out 
‘Lady Chatterly’s Husbands.’ 

Explanation of Samuel Roth, who 
heads the Faro concern, for the 
‘Lady Chatterly’ sequels is naive. 
Says he did it to provide idle scrib- 
blers with employment. 

No authors ‘isted for t'e sequels. 
Knopf recently brought out an au- 
thorized but expurgated edition of 
‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover.’ 


’ 


Humor Exploitation Gag? 


Harry Lauder’s new book of 
Scotch gags, ‘Wee Drappies,’ has 
given Robert M. McBride, > pub- 


lisher, the idea for a humor book- 
of-the-month club. The Lauder 
work will be the first selection. 
According to McBride, the humor 
book selections will not be limited 
to book which he gets out himself 


but will take in those of other 
houses as well. Not explained, 
though, why other publishers 


should let McBride get first money 
on any humor ook that looks prom- 
ising enough for book-of-the-month 
selection. 





It’s Nov’ Froben Press 

In keeping with the trend of spe- 
cialized book publishers to go in 
for a full range of subjects, the 
Medical Life Press, which had been 
limiting itself for years to medical 
| histories, will now issue a general 
| line of books, including fiction. In 
| line with the move, the name of the 
| organization will be changed to the 
| Froben Press. 
Name of Froben comes from Fro- 
| benius, one of the Latin ancients, 
who was a publisher, too, and who 
jalso got out a couple of medical 
| histories of the time, later switch- 
| ing to other topics. Dr. Victor Rob- 





inson, who heads the Medical Life 
Press, believes the Froben tag ap- 
propriate. 


Builder-Uppering Scully 
Simon & Schuster are putting the 
last touches on a heavy campaign 
for Frank Scully’s book, ‘Fun in 
Bed,’ which will be released in two 
weeks. Scully, with hospital ex- 
perience dating back to 1910, and 
| having credentials from hospices in 
almost every corner of the U, S. and 
France, decided that what the world 
needed was a book for hospital lay- 
ers-inners. This book is his answer. 
It contains every possible gadget 
for passing time, plus a number of 
contributions, mostly humorous, on 

subject of hospitalization. 


the 











Pulp’s Inj. Suit 

Temporary injunction restraining 
Rapid Fire Publications, Inc., from 
further use of the masthead ‘Rapid 
Fire Action Stories’ on one of its 
mags has been granted by N. Y. 
Supreme Court Justice McCook in 
the suit brought by Fiction House, 
Inc., publishers of ‘Action Stories.’ 
Latter complained that the Rapid 
Fire ‘Action Stories’ version, which 
made its debut on the stands with 
the November issue, was an in- 
fringement on the mag of similar 
title, now in its llth year, and 
asked that the Rapid Fire coterie 
be stopped from further use of the 


title pending trial of the damage 
action. 

Justice McCook, in allowing the 
motion, declared that ‘Action 


Stories’ was a catch-word title that 
had acquired certain significance 
and meaning as the product of Fic- 
tion House, Inc. Court further al- 
lowed that readers of this type of 
literature were interested in getting 
‘action stories’ and that they would 
very likely look upon the ‘Rapid 
Fire’ title as furiher description 
rather than as notice of its publica- 
tion by others than the Fiction 
House editors. 

Active in the ‘Rapid Fire’ group 
are Leonard C. Vanderhoogt and 
Trygve Aarstad, whose initial pub- 
lication under the title was ‘Rapid 
Fire Western Stories.’ Next slated 
under the trademark is a detective 
mag. 


Davis Royalties 

Final accounting of the trust fund 
left for life to his widow, Bessie 
McCoy, who died August, 1931, made 
in Surrogate’s Court, White Plains, 
N. Y., shows that 16 years after 
the death of Richard Harding Davis 
royalties of $3,394.87 were paid to 
the estate in the year ending March, 
1932. 

The total estate is now $108,441 
and g0es to a daughter, Hope Hard- 
ing Davis. 





On the Other Foot 


When Frank Smith was dramatic 
and motion picture editor for the 
defunct Detroit ‘Mirror’ (out of 
business) he was noted for his 
squawks on press agents’ use of 
superlatives. 

With the closing of the ‘Mirror,’ 
Smith took over the local Publix 
give-away tabloit, ‘Picture Parade.’ 
His first issue has a_ headline, 
‘Greatest Array of Attractions Ever 
Seen.’ 


‘Mirror’s’ 700,000 Sundays 

The Sunday ‘Mirror’ is running 
far ahead of its daily editions, last 
two issues running more than 700,- 
000 in sales, Tab’s daily run is 
about 525,000. Increase of the Sun- 
day edition is about 135,000 copies 
more than the early summer runs. 
Jack Lait has been in charge of the 
color magazine, the paper’s Sunday 
feature, for about three months. 

‘Mirror’ Sunday circulation, how- 
ever, is about half that of the op- 
possition tab, the ‘News,’ which is 
running 1,400,000 copies. 

More Humor 

As soon as a title is decided upon, 
a new humor mag, the undertaking 
of a new publishing group, goes to 
press with its first Issue. Content 
of the initial issue is all set, but 
selection of a title for the publica- 
tion has proved a sticker and has 
thus far held it up. 


Organization getting out the new 
mag calls itself the Thorn Publish- 
ing Co. William Heisten is editing. 


No Stand Sales 
‘Broadcast Weekly,’ radio fan and 


program schedule published in San 
Francisco by A. J. Urbain, takes a 
radical step Nov. 1 when newsstand 
circulation will be discontinued 
Publisher has lowered sub price 


from $4 to $3 a year and quits stand 


sales at dime a copy in an effort to 
|diminish the weekly loss he has 
(Continued on page 55) 
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East 





Pete Hilton now heading the Lord 
& Thomas agency press department 
on the New York end. Moved up 
from assistant following Joe Hill's 
resignation. 

Will Osborne’s mother is Lady 
Ella Oliphant, widow of a Can- 
adian railway magnate who was 
knighted by the late King Edward. 

Richard Nicholls, assistant pro- 
duction manager of WLW, is scout- 
ing the New York market this week 
for talent. 

Smilin’ Ed McConnell is back at 
the ‘Nation’s Station,’ WLW, for a 
new Aladdin lamp commercial se- 
ries. 

Joseph Emerson, baritone, is a 
newcomer to the staff of the Cros- 
ley Radio Corp. in Cincy. So is 
Thelma Kessler, lyric soprano, 
known over both chains. 

Permission to move transmitter 
from Byberry to Newtown, Pa., and 
increase power from 10 to 50 kw. 
granted WCAU, Philadelphia. 

Both WCBA and WSAN, Allen- 
town, Pa., applying for increase in 
operating power from 250 to 6500 
watts. 

WPRO-WPAW, Providence, R. L., 
requesting increase in power from 
100 to 250 watts and permission to 

Major J. Andrew White back in 
the radio business, running a record- 
ing studio, the American Broadcast- 
ing System, Inc, 

Al Masten new musical director of 
WSM, Nashville. 

Hank Keene, WTIC, Hartford, 
now doing a special weekly pro- 
gram for both NBC and the New 
England network. 

J. Harold Murray and Vivienne 
Segal replace Evelyn Herbert and 
Robert Halliday on the Lucky 
Strikes operetta broadcasts Satur- 
day nights. 
move transmitter to Graystone from 
Cranston, R. I. 

Edward P. Graham, operator of 
WHEBC, Canton, O., seeking permis- 
sion to install new equipment, in- 











“The Voice of 
Experience” 











WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Also Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 





An unusual series, running the 
entire gamut of human emotions 











Management 
ELMER A. ROGERS 
18 E. 4ist St., New York City 


TONY WONS 


(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 




















WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? 
































Radio’s Dream Girl 


ALICE JOY: 


Sundays at 
9 P. M. 
Every Morning Ex- 
cept Monday at 
10:30 A. M. 


== WAM. 









creasing station power from 10 to 
100 watis. : 

Case of WERE, Erie, Pa., has been 
remanded to the FRC docket for 
hearing concerning financial ability 
of Erie Dispatch-Herald Broadcast- 
ing Corp. 





West 


Clarence Badger Jr., back in town 
as a soloist following the breakup 
of the Three Loose Screws. Re- 
cently sang over KF WB’s Navy Oil 
program. 

City. of Klamath Falls, Ore., 
wants a construction permit for a 
25-watt police station. 

Because of unsatisfactory equip- 
ment, FRC returned application of 
R. E. Warmack and A. E. Water- 
man of Oroville, Calif., for a new 
15-watter. 

KPQ, Wenatchee, Wash., wants to 
increase operating power to 100 
watts. 

Otis Hill, Hilo, Territory of 
Hawaii, applied for construction 
permit for new station to use 50 
watts power. 

KGU, Honolulu, had its power in- 
creased to 2,500 watts and was al- 
lowed unlimited hours on the air. 


South 


WKBC moved from the Birming- 
ham athletic club building to new 
studio in basement of the Tutwiler 
hotel. 

Karl Lambertz, pit conductor for 
Majestic, Dallas, going radio; joins 
WFAA as asst. music director. 
Rufus and Rastus back on WRR, 
Dallas, after vaude swing. 

Texas football fans squawking 
over Southwest conference’s taboo 
on ether game reports. 

Claiming unsatisfactory equip, 
federal radio commish turned down 
application of John Tindale to build 
indie station at San Antonio. 

FRC allowed KXYZ and KTLC, 
Houston, to consolidate. 

City of Shreveport, La., granted 
construction permit for a 50 watter. 

Power of KGPH, Oklahoma City, 
county police transmitter, upped 
from 150 to 250 watts. 

FRC turned down application of 
John S. Pitts, fll, of Tuscaloosa, 
Ala., for a 100 watt station, deeming 
equipment unsatisfactory. 


Mid-West 


Truman Bradley, from KMTR, 
Hollywood, now announcing for 
WBBM, Chicago. 

Gene Autry, yodeling cowboy, and 
Anne Williams, have teamed over 
WJJID, Chicago. At the heathenish 
hour of 7:30 a. m. 

WLS, Chicago, is reviving its 
regular autumnal gag _ football 
teams, Nutmeg University vs. Flat- 
foot College. 

WMBD, Peoria, is canvassing 
their community for home talent 
composers. 

Paul White, Columbia publicist- 
in-chief, visited .Chicago’s CBS 
quarters last week. 

Ed Fisher dashed southward and 
arranged new editions of ‘Radio 
Guide’ for the Southwest and 
Ozarks respectively. 

License of WCBS, Springfield, IIL, 
transferred from Chas. H. Messter 
and Harold L. Dewing to WCBS, 
Inc, 




















PHANTOM’ MAINE RADIO 
STATION BACK AGAIN 


Bangor, Me., Oct. 31. 





PDQ is on the air again. The 
‘phantom’ radio station hasn't 
been heard since last fall when 


federal radio inspectors tried to de- 
termine where it is located. It 
may not be the same PDQ, but the 
announcements have the same fla- 
vor. 

The other day PDQ announced 
that three members of the Bangor 
high school football team would not 
be allowed to play again because 
they were ‘yellow’ in a game. The 
announcer issued humorous orders 
to police, including a command to 
intercept a truckload of straw- 
berries. 


Comm Couldn't 
Broadcast Its 
Network Switch 





| 


| 
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————— 


| New Program Calendar 


Periods on the air for the first time, or resuming commercially 





WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2 

‘The Fitch Professor’ (CBS). 
Fitch Co. of Des Moines, hair tonic, 
resumes the weekly morning musi- 
eale out of the CBS studios in Chi- 
cago, 10:30 to 10:45 EST. 

‘The Romantic Bachelor’ (NBC). 
Vick’s Vapo Rub presents a bari- 


Roxy Back on Radio 
With His Gang from 
Radio City Nov. 13 


First NBC broadcast from Radio 
City will be made by Roxy himself 
on Nov. 13 at 1 p. m., from the 
stage of his new Roxy theatre. The 
event additionally will mark Roxy’s 
return to the air with the plans be- 
ing for Roxy to assume his accus- 
tomed spot on the NBC networks 
thereafter at the same hour on every 
Sunday. 

His initial Radio City broadcast 
will feature a new Roxy Gang. 

Following the opening. of Radio 














Canada Dry’s final program on 
NBC (26) developed into one of 
those mystifying affairs as the re- 
sult of last minute blue-pencilling 
on the part of a higher-up network 
exec, 

To the listeners it was obvious 
that C. D. was trying to convey 
some message of importance, but 
the program tuned out without 
giving the key to the riddle. Ac- 
count burned over the NBC hour 


move, but later conceded that the 
network had acted within its 
rights. 


Barred from making direct men- 
tion of the fact that the commer- 
cial was 1:oving its network activi- 
ties over to Columbia (30), Canada 
Dry inserted a line at the close of 
its last continuity asking the lis- 
teners to consult their local news- 
papers for the stations that the pro- 
gram would be on the following 
Sunday and Thursday evenings. 
NBC sales department had okayed 
the suggestion, but just before the 
show went on instructions came 
through ordering that reference be 
cut out of the program, 

‘Farewell’ Jazzed Up 
Agency in the meantime had ar- 
ranged one of those ‘farewells’ by 
the people in the act, to be staged 
just before the signoff. George Ol- 
sen, Ethel Shutta and Jack Benny 
had been cautioned to make no men- 
tion of Columbia during the bye-bye 
exchange, with the info vouchsafed 
that the cause for the parting chat- 
ter would pe tipped off in the clos- 
ing announcement. 

Farewell scene had Olsen and) 
Miss Shutta telling Benny what a| 
grand time they had had working 
with him on the program and wish- 
ing him all sorts of luck in his fu- 
ture career with it, with Olsen, par- 
ticularly, slipping in a line to the 
effect that Benny would not only 
find Ted Weems (the Olsen succes- 
sor on the Canada Dry CBS ver- 
sion) a great fellow to work with, 
but the leader of a great musical 
organization. Benny came back with 
a similar line of abadaba and 
thanked them for the sendoff 





TRENDLE’S WXYZ, DET., 





IN RED BUT NOT SOLD 


Detroit, Oct. 31. 


In an attempt to stifle rumors 
George Trendle of radio station 





wishes. Then came the Olsen mu- 
sical signature signing off. All this 
patter had listeners, not on the in- 
side, wondering what it was all 
about. 

It was a warm and bewildering 
two minutes for the studio person- 
nel, while the farewell exchange 





WXYZ announced that his station 
had not been sold. Attributing the 
rumors to competttors who might 
sell WXYZ accounts he stated 
that while in the red his station was 
in as good condition as the majority 
of indie stations around the coun- 
try. 

Trendle got a couple of millions 





as his share when Publix bought the 





WILLIAM HALL 


WABC, Wed., 7:15; Fri., 7.45; 
Sun., 8:00 P. M. 
Personal Management LEW COOPER 


Kunsky-Trendle theatres here, 





LAMBERT, MUSE WAXED 


Hollywood, Oct. $1. 
Eddie Lambert and Clarence 
Muse have recorded on discs for the 
International Transcription Co, 
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was on, but discretion dictated 
against cutting off the program. 


DURANTE OFFERED AS 
CBS COAST FEATURE 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

CBS is figuring on selling Jimmy 
Durante as a weekly feature, broad- 
easting from here with Raymond 
Paige’s KHJ orchestra, 

Test 15-min, program went from 
here Tuesday (18) as an audition 
for CBS execs and prospective ad- 
vertisers. Understood asking price 
is $3,500 a session, 








City it is expected that Roxy will go 
on the air two or three times a 
week with his Gang and also vari- 
ous acts playing the Music Hall. It 
is also reported that Roxy will take 
over an NBC Sunday morning sym- 
phonic sustaining hour for which 
the orchestras of both Radio City 
theatres will be combined. 


RADIO SHOW AUDIENCES 
LAUGH ON. THE WAY IN 


The working-before-an-audience 
thing by radio performers is so 
sure-fire, for many reasons, that 
the NBC will engage extra facilities 
for as many other programs as the 
sponsors and their talent demand. 
Right now only the NBC theatre 
atop the New Amsterdam on 42nd 
street, New York, and the big studio 
in the NBC building are utilized for 
such purposes, 

The talent is generally 
before such audiences. For one 
thing, they’re invited, coming in 
gratis and long waiting their turn 
as the invitations are in response 
to mailed requests. Being a long 
anticipated treat for these radio 
fans, they’re gleeful as they're en- 
tering the theatre with the result 
they’re 100% laugh-proof stooges. 
As a result, the mikes radiate 
extraordinarily mirthful proceedings 
with a general good effect on the 
listeners, 


Shift of Radio Medico’s 
Trial Favors Brinkley 


Dallas, Oct. $1. 

Decision of higher state tribunal 
to shift Dr. John R. Brinkley’s trial 
from Dallas to Del Rio gives the 
prosecuted radio medic his first fa- 
vorable break in his legal battle to 
keep the Texas board of medical 
examiners from revoking his M. D. 
license, 

Squabble is outgrowth of alleged 
offensive medical doctrines  ex- 
pounded by Brinkley via his former 
private station at Del Rio. The doc 
is currently a candidate for Gov. of 


NBC in Indpls? 


Indianapolis, Oct. $1, 

WKBF, owned by the Curtiss 
Broadcast, Inc., of Evansville, may 
go to a group of Chicago radio 
men. Negotiations are reported 
under way. 

Understood the group has NBC 
connections in Chicago and* may 
bring the network into Indianapolis. 
WFBM here carries Columbia, the 
only net coming in now. 


KNX Contracts Singer 


Hollywvod, Oct. 31, 
Marion Mansfield, blues singer at 
KNX, goes on a term contract, one 
of the few given by this independ- 
ent station, 
Agreement 
with options. 








sure-fire 














calls for gix months, 











AKRON’S NEW WJIW 
Akron, O., Oct. $1. 
Akron’'s new radio station, WJ W 
the air Oct. 23 for the first 





| 
| went on 


time. 

Sam Townsend is manager. New 
station will be on the air daily from 
9 a. m. to 10 p. m. 





tone and 12-piece orchestra over the 
basic red, southwest, southcentral 
and northwest links and KOA for 
18 weeks. Originating WJZ, N. Y,, 
11:30 to 11:45 a. m., EST. 
SUNDAY, NOV. 6 
‘Lyons Musical Matinee’ (NBC), 
Dr. Lyons Tooth Powder brings a 
studio combo, an m.c. and guest 
stars for 13 weeks over the basic 
blue, originating from WEAP, N, 
Y., from 3:30 to 4 p. m., EST, 


MONDAY, NOV. 7 


‘Adventures of Buck Rogers in 
the Year 2432’ (CBS). Kellogg Co. 
of Battle Creek, Mich., has this 
dramatization of the newspaper 
strip clocked for five times a week 
on five stations for 13 weeks and 
on 10 stations for 47 weeks. Orig- 
inating from WABC, N. Y., 7:15 to 
7:30 p. m., EST, Mon. through Fri, 


THURSDAY, NOV. 10 


‘International Special’ (CBS). In- 
ternational Silver Co. of Meriden, 
Conn., has Tony Wons spotted for 
a two-week campaign over 53 sta- 
tions, Thursdays, Fridays and Sat. 
urdays. Originating from WABCO, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 9:45 a. m., EST. West 
coast gets this broadcast 12:15 to 
12:30, EST. 


SATURDAY, NOV. 12 


‘Carborundum Band’ (CBS). Care 
borundum company brings this one 
out of Niagara Falls for a 15-sta- 
tion hookup. Comes through WABC, 
N. Y., 9:30 to 10 p. m., EST. 


FRIDAY, NOV. 18 


‘Big Six of the Air with Al Jolson’ 
(NBC), Chevrolet has contracted 
time for this 6ne over a period of 
39 weeks with the hookup extending 
through the basic red, the north- 
west, the southeast, the south cen- 
tral, the southwest, the mountain, 
the orange links and KFSD and 
KTAR. Program besides Jolson will 
carry an orchestra and quartet. 
Originating from WEAF, N. Y., 10 
to 10:30 p. m., EST, 
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THREE LITTLE GIRLS 
OF RADIO LAND, 


THREE SINGING GIRLS 
WHO HARMONIZE GRAND! 


DO-RE-MI 
“x WABC 


Net 

Coast Work 

Friday, ° P. M.—Saturday, 9.15 P, M. 
Sunday, 8 P. M. 


with 


RAY BLOCH 


Pianist- Arranger 
“HEARING IS BELIEVING” 











PAT 


TUNE IN FOR A 
MILLION LAUGHS 


Known to the Radio World as 





‘Molasses and January’ 


in 
Maxwell House Show Boat 
WEAF, THURSDAYS, 9 P.M. 





ag 
‘Pick and Pat’ 


- in 
Macy Minstrels 
WOR, Tues.8 :30 p.m. 


PAT 


as 
‘Sooty & Box Car’ 
in 


Friendship Town 
W4Z, Tues. 9:30 p.m. 


PICK 

















AWD ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Whitman Candy 
(Oct. 27) 


Management M. C. A, 


















(TENOR) 
Featured on the Sweetheart Soap 
program every Wednesday, 11:45 
A.M., WJZ, 

Management of 
NBC ARTIST BUREAU 












} 
} 
j 


[= 


| Bai Scntee 


THOSE THREE LOVELY VOICES 
IN PERFECT HARMONY 


KELLER SISTERS and LYNCH 


5th MONTH—WOR—3 TIMES WEEKLY 


7:15 P. M., Monday—Wednesday—Saturday 
Direction PHIL TYRELL 
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¢. M’S 4 RADIO 
SHOWS COST 
$1,250,000 


General Motors is adding Olds- 
mobile to. its string of ether bal- 
lyhooed cars the early part of De- 
cember via NBC, 

Four different groups of enter- 
tainers are now vieing for the pro- 
gram. One act is made up of Sophie 
Tucker, Ryan and Lee, the Song- 
smith quartet and the Happy Rese 
orchestra: Another contending set- 
up is George Olsen’s orchestra, 
Ethel Shutta and Gus Van, and the 
third, the Frank Black musical 
unit and the Revelers. Auditioned 
for the session out of the Chicago 
NBC studios last Friday (28) were 
Vincent Lopez, Pat Rooney, Jane 
Froman, the Jesters and a Herman 
Timberg sketch. 

Entry of the Oldsmobile program 
on the list will give GM four net- 
work stanzas with the turning of 
the new year. Paul Whiteman is 
doing the ether stint for Buick, the 
Al Jvlson show for Chevrolet starts 
Nov. 8, while the Colonel Stoopna- 
gle and Budd, William O’Neal and 
Freddie Rich combination opens 
over CBS for Pontiac Jan. 5. 

Total appropriation for the four 
programs for the minimum run of 
their contracts figures close to 
$1,250,000. 
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AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 
Columbia Broadcasting System 

PHILLIP’S DENTAL MAGNESIA 
Tues., Thurs., Sat. 8:15 (East) 


COAST-TO-COAST 


oa. 











Isham _ 
Jones 


Currently at the 
Hollywood Restaurant 














New York 
Indefinitely 


HERE’S 
HARRY 


“The Broadway Jester” 


HARRY ROSE 


Sunday, 2.15, WABC—Jocur Wave Set 























Lou Silvers Will Baton 


Jolson’s Chevrolet Hour 


Al Jolson has brought Louis Sil- 
vers on from the coast to handle the 
musical background for his Chev- 
rolet show which starts Nov. 18. It 
will be Silvers’ first ether commer- 
cial assignment. 

Silvers was Jolson’s pit director 
for years, joining him in Hollywood 
when the comic took on the making 
of the ‘Jazz Singer.’ Silvers even- 
tually became a musical director for 
Warner Brothers. 


CBS’ West Coast 
Spoke, Don Lee's 
Own Artist Unit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 
First efforts on the coast to 
emulate the chains’ artist bureaus 
in the east in the selling of air 


talent for outside appearances, is 
being made by the Thomas S. Lee 
Artists’ bureau, operated at KHJ, 
CBS outlet here. Thomas S, Lee 
is the son of the station owner, Don 
Lee, latter being also the California 
Cadillac distributor. 

Following the arrival here of Ted 
Braun, from New York, to take 
over much of the work of this bu- 
reau, announcements” are being 
made over the air as a tag to the 
station’s local programs to the ef- 
fect that any of the talent heard 
from KHJ can be engaged for al- 
most any type of personal appear- 
ance, with clubs and_ societies 
stressed. 


TO EXAMINE AD AGENCY 
IN $10,000 RADIO SUIT 


Young & Rubicam ad agency will 
have to stand examination before 
trial in the $10,000 breach of con- 
tract action brought by the Adams 
Broadcasting Service. Ruling to 
that effect was handed down by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Cohn. 

Jack Adams, head of the program 
building service, claimed that the 
agency had signatured a non-can- 
cellable year’s contract in connec- 
tion with the production of the 
Consolidated Cigar Company’s El 
Sidelo program on NBC, and that 
the show was suddenly pulled off 
the air after it had gone only six 
months. On the strength of the 
agency’s agreement, Adams con- 
tended, he passed out producing and 
talent contracts effective over the 
period of a year, for which he is 
being held liable. 

















Critic’s Comm’! 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 31. 


WOKO has added a new commer- 
mercial unit. William H. Haskell, 
dramatic editor of the ‘Knicker- 
bocker Press’ and the ‘Evening 
News,’ is on the air for a 15-min- 
ute period two nights a week for 
the station, talking on pictures and 
the drama, past and present. 

Afterwards he mentions the cur- 
rent bills at the theatres which ad- 
vertise with the station. 











WILL 


“Will Osborne and his 
band banks on_ speed, 
and makes it serve for 
a high spot on any bill.” 








Toew’s Paradise...... Week Oct. 28 
Hempstead, L. I...... Week Nov. 5 








LAST WEEK (OCT. 21) 


Loew's, Washington, Week Nov. 25 
Recording for BRUNSWICK, MELOTONE, PERFECT, BANNER, 
ORIOLE, 


Personal Direction HARRY A. KOMM, Palace Theatre Bldg., 
Cable Address: 


LOEW’S STATE 
NEW YORK 


Loew's, Rochester... .. Week Nov. 11 
Loew's, Baltimore...... Week Nov. 18 


REGAL 
New York 
IFAROMM 








‘ANDIO FAVS 
EMULATE PIA 


Become Tough to Handle— 
Amenable Enough at 
First—Temperamental as 
Soon as the Fan Mail Be- 
gins to Affect Them— 
Biggest Stage Favs Are 
Docile Prior to That Ether 
Break, but Not So as 
Soon as They Click 








AGENCIES’ OWN CODE 





Most discouraging element about 
a name from the stage that they 
have to contend with, say the ad 
agency impresarios, is the perform- 
er’s ego once he starts clicking on 
the air. That ego, which won't 
be brooked after it’s been allowed 
a little rope in framing the mike 
routine, the agency men aver, has 
been the cause of more sudden flop- 
pos on the air in the past year or 
two than all other possible reasons 


combined. It’s akin to ‘going 
Hollywood.’ 

Average marquee recruit ap- 
proaches radio with a certain 


amount of timidity about the as- 
signment and regards with some 
deference the opinion and direction 
of the sponsor and the latter’s 


agency reps. It’s an I leave my 
fate in your hands’ attitude, with 
the actor all co-operation and an- 
xiety to learn the peculiar twists 
of the medium that make for pop- 
ularity. 

As the act starts to take, the 
agency as a rule allows the stage 
name more leeway in laying out 
the program. In due time he’s al- 
lowed to do a little experimenting 
with material. But, recount the 
agency men, no sooner does the 
average stage headliner start to hit 
a high listener pace and the fan 
mail starts reaching a substantial 
peak, the fellow reverts to type and 
there’s no gainsaying him from 
dominating all preliminaries to the 
broadcasting. 


Will Ease One Out 


As a particular case in point one 
agency cites the trouble it is now 
having with a single who, despite 
the fact that he’s clicking on all 
fours, looks set for a quick blowup 
out of the picture. Sponsor has 
passed on word to pay him off and 
let him go, but the agency men 
prefer to try to keep him within 
bounds until the end of the con- 
tract which has two months to go. 
This lad, the agency claims, hit a 
fast popularity stride with a rou- 
tine of song and talk laid out for 
him. Tenor of this routine is of 
the thickly sentimental type, in 
which mother, home and kiddies 
come in for frequent mention. Of 
late, according to the agency, it’s 
yielded to his suggestions and per- 
mitted him to slip in a song and 
bit of chatter outside this scope, 
with the result that the single now 
jibes at the material handed him 
as too hokey and is demanding that 
a more sophisticated routine of his 
own confection be substituted. 

Same agency tells of another 
headliner who recently returned to 
a weekly session on which he had 
|months before been an outstanding 
lclick. As a courtesy gesture the 
|agency mailed him the initial script 
lof the new series. Long letters 
| criticizing the continuity and sub- 
|mitting manifold sustituted ideas 
land lines followed. When the name 
larrived on the scene for the pro- 
gram rehearsals the script handed 
him was the same intact as orig- 
inally mailed him. It was framed 
jalong the lines that had previously 
lestablished him with the ether au- 
|dience and that was the script he 
“used when he went on. 





IR NAMES ‘GO HOLLYWOOD’ 








| Phileo’s Philly Symph 
For 5 2-Hr. Concerts 


Phileco Radio has arranged to 
sponsor Leopold Stokowski and the 
Philadelphia Symphony for a repeat 
series of five concerts this season 
over CPS. Each broadcast is clock- 
ed for a Saturday evening and will 
monopolize the network on each of 
these occasions from 8:15-10 EST. 

First program goes on Nov. 26, 
with Dec. 17, Jan. 7, March 18 and 
April 1 the subsequent dates. 


Attack on Shuler 
Barred by KNX as 
Copy Is Switched 


Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


KNX used its p@rogative of cen- 
soring political speeches over the 
air and refused to allow State Sen- 
ator George W. Rochester to go on 
the ether when he attempted to 
switch copy, previously yassed by 
the station. 

Refusal was in line with the sta- 
tion’s policy not to allow anything 
to go over the ether that might be 
construed as libel. 

Rochester is campaigning against 
Rev. Robert Shuler, running as 
prohibition a .didate for the U. 8S. 
Senate. His intended speech had 
been previously seut to the station 
and okayed. Claim is that he was 
about to read from another speech, 
but was immediately stopped by the 
announcer. Records were substi- 
tuted for the 15-min. scheduled for 
the politician. 

Hearst papers, backing Roches- 
ter in his campaign against Shuler. 
announced the following day that 
the reason the stute senator did not 
make an air appearance was that he 
was stricken with acute indigestion. 


MOST COMPLETE AIR 
COVERAGE, ‘CHANDU’ 


Chandu, the recorded mystery 
serial that’s been on some 120 sta- 
tions the past year, will soon be 
carried over an NBC hookup. Beach- 
nut has in mind to continue the spot 
broadcast placements in those areas 
where Ahe program doesn’t get a 
network outlet. Combination of 
chain and spot bookings will give 
the show about the most compre- 
hensive coverage effected by any 
merchandiser on the air. 

The NBC sales and traffic depart- 
ments are now busy trying to clear 
time on the stations stipulated by 
the food packers. Program will be 
on a quarter-hour clocking six eve- 
nings a week, 























NEW DES M. PRESS STATION 


Des Moines, Oct. 31. 
‘Register-Tribune’ will open their 
own station, KSO, here, operated by 
the Iowa Broadcasting Co., a sub- 
Sidiary of the Register & Tribune 
Co. 

Station, to open about Nov. 5, 
will be on the top floor of the R. & 
T. building. 

Station will be served by NBC. 
Wm. G. Gillespie is general manager 
and Dan Frey advertising manager. 
Kamp Charles program director. 


N. A.B. WILL OK. 
NEW RADIO 
CONTRACT 


New standard contract between 
stations and advertisers coming up 


for approval before the National 
Association of Broadcasters con- 
vention Nov. 13-16 in St. Louis, puts 
upon the agency the onus of taking 
the rap for any libel or slander 
suits. Also designates the advere 
tiser’s rep liable for copyright in- 
fringements if the programs are de- 
livered by the agency less than 
seven days before the broadcast, 
provided that the station is prop- 





erly licensed by the American 
Society. 
Another clause in the standard 


agreement, worked out by commit- 
tees from the Four A's and the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
covers the advertiser in case of can- 
cellation of his program for public 
events or political broadcasts. Con- 
tract provides that if the advertiser 
isn't notified of the shift within two 
weeks of his scheduled broadcast the 
station is to reimburse him the non- 
cancellable cost of the live talent 
engaged. 

Also included is a clause that puts 
a ban on stations kicking back see 
cret rebates to agencies or making 
any secret agreements regarding 
rates. 


HAROLD 
SANFORD 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


‘Two Seats in the Balcony’ 


Wednesdays, 4 P. M. 
Red Network W.E.A.F. 


ALWAYS WELL RECEIVED! 



































TED FIORITO 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL ST. FRANCIS 
SAN FRANCISCO 


BROADCASTING 


Demi-Tasse Revue, 
Monday Nights 


Columbia Network, Saturday Nights 


CBS-Don Lee Chain, Nightly, 
10 P.M. PST 


Lucky Strike 
Mgt. MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 
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COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Prrsenat Representative 
THOMAS ©. ROCAWELA 


Mills -Rockhwell. Ine. 
799 Seventh Ave New Yort 


8:15 P.M Mon-Thurs. 

















Management 





GLORIFYING ‘4c POPULAR SONG 


(HESTERFIELD | an 


OLUMBIA-COAST-TO-COAST NETWORK 
WED. 10 P.M.—SAT., 9 P.M., E.S.T. 


THOMAS G. ROCKWELL 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 
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FRED ALLEN 

With Fritzi Scheff, Portland Hoffa, 
Ann Leaf and Louis Katzman’s 
Orch. 


30 Mins. Variety Show 
COMMERCIAL 30 Mins. 
WABC, New York COMMERCIAL 

Hred Allen seems destined for the | WABC, New York = a3 
next ether comedy sensation honors. Jocur is the ee ee gee 
He has a refreshingly humorous of this variety half afin bake 
stvle and already, on his second} ~:4° P- ™ EST over ¢ BS, ne ag me “ 
etherization, they’re talking about | ‘Sunday Matinee of the Alt a ~~ orl 
him So much so that this Sunday | It's anothe! gage Senowtng the 
ey : . . current mike trend for the vaude- 
night, in a roomful of a mixed cos- | ville show idea, and shapes up 
mopolitan audience, one mugs Was] so. 
even prompted to inquire W sh — Harry Rose is the permanent m.c. 
was, and suggested that his Vv | ana ‘Editor’ Jimmy Lyons of the 


get it. | 
| 


With Harry Rose, Jimmy Lyons, 
Hannah Williams, Victor Arden 
Orc. 


mythical ‘Sunday Gazette’ is like- 


Which about makes this the radio | wise regularly slated, along with 
advertiver’'s delight. That's 100% | Victor Arden’s orchestra for the 
radio ballyhoo if it inspires that) musical interludes. The rest are 


| 
Allen's comedy, fresh and crisp as | 
it is, seems patently of his own au- 
thorship but at the same time it cre- 
the concern as to how long he 


way. 


ate 
keep it up* 

The lines, sure-fife, were a succes- 
sion of laughs. Coming on at 9 p. 
m. EST on WABC, just after Eddie 
Cantor's mike return to Chase & 
Sanborn at 8-9 p .m. on WEAF had 
concluded, an odious comparison 
arose. For Allen’s funning eclipsed | 
Cantor's. 

Allen this week 
business travails of 
Mustache Wax Corp. 
was a judge. 

He is somewhat. satirical with the 
comedy, such as the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp. calling up for change 
of a $20 bill, and Rhode Island peti- 


deals with the 
his Drooping 
Last week he 


| 


guest artists, such as Hannah Wil- 
liams currently. 

Rose's pacing is expert and Lyons’ 
semi-Dutch comedy commentaries 
on topical matters is not without 
merit. Other talent was Juliette 
Burnett and David Marshall with 
pop songs: Rio Bros. (or so it 
sounded), whose taps were broad- 
cast, and another whose name 
wasn't caught. 

Miss Williams did her ‘Cheerful 
Little Earful’ and ‘Let’s Have An- 
other Cup of Coffee.’ Rose topped 
off with a banal ‘Broadway Lullaby,’ 
which received better interpretative 


treatment than the lyrics, such as 
‘the only tears on Broadway are 
| racketeers,’ deserved. Abel. 


HEYWOOD BROUN 
With Albert Payson Terhune 


tioning for a loan of $5. When he COMMERCIAL 
announces a conference, the umpteen | WMAQ, Chicago _ 
of All other questions of quality 


vice-presidents the Drooping 
Mustache Wax Corp. are overcome 
with the prospect as they shout, 
‘zoody, goody.’ These minor stooges, 
anonymous in the main, do their 
chores rigi.t well also. 
Portland Hoffa (Mrs. Allen) 
coiking foil throughout. Fritzi 
Scheff, who .should find her niche 
behind the mike, as evidenced with 
her now historic ‘Kiss Me Again’ 
vocal rendition (she created the title 
role in ‘Mlle. Modiste’), was this 
weel:’s guest star. Last week it was 


is a 


aside, General Electric is surely get- 
ting a ‘different® sort of program 
from Heywood Broun and the lit- 
erary gents he presents as guest 
speakers Broun’s is unlike any 
commercialized voice on the air. 
It’s husky with no effort at light and 
shade and a matter-of-fact style 
that takes no account of punctua- 
tion in advertising copy. He ram- 
bles on, and what he has to say 
about Hotpoint electric stoves slurs 
right into his anecdotes, and where 
the one ends and the other begins 


Helen Morgan and Sheila Barrett. | demands analysis. 

Each week, in line with the new Those big he-man literateurs all 

variety trend on the air, it'll be aj seem to have a gruff, brusque man- 

different personality. Louis Katz-|mer of speech. At least there are 
others like Broun and Terhune. 


man’s tip-top dance orchestra offi- 
ciated expertly with the foxtrotology 
interludes. A repeat stunt was 
Katzman, in the CBS studio, blend- 
ing with Ann Leaf’s organlog, from 
the -aramount theatre console, 
three miles away, both synchroniz- 
ing well on the music. 


They give the impression of arte- 
sian wells that bring their water to 
the surface from way down deep. 
Those little tricks of ingratiation 
and salesmanship employed by most 
radio speakers are scorned by these 
poker-faced and monotoned racon- 
teurs. Which, to repeat, does achieve 


Withal one of the best of the new > ‘differentness.’ 


programs and likewise among the 
best comedy interludes on the air. 
They'll be hurrying home at 9 p. m. 
Sunday nights for Allen if the pace 
keeps up. Some more Sunday nite 


Broun as a gagster never was 
overly punchy. And when held down 
to the non-partisan respectability of 
a General Electric publicist, he is a 
sharpshooter deprived of his rifle. 


cinema competish. Abel. Broun is at his best when sarcastic. 
‘atelonhit Lacking paprika, his cuisine is just 

a trifle flat. 
TOM ‘FATS’ WALLER and His! Terhune as usual talks about dogs. 
Rhythm Club | Talking, and writing, about dogs 
Orchestra has made him a fortune, so that he 
Sustaining van afford an establishment large 


WLW, Cincinnati 


The dusky and husky Waller was 
recently grabbed in New York by a 
Crosley talent scout. From the way 
he’s started off here, his radio ~ » 
as a piano and song entertainer \ _‘! 
soon overshadow his renown for au- 
thoring ‘Ain’t Misbehaving,’ ‘My 
Fate Is in Your Hands’ and several 
other tunes. 

Supported by an orchestra from 
the station’s staff, Waller is pre- 
senting what listens like a colored 
night club air blast. Program runs 
39 minutes and is on late at night 
twice weekly. It’s fast all the way. 

Waller does the announcing and 
keeps the temperature high by toss- 
ing such commands at the musi- 
cians as: “Take it away. I'm comin’ 
at you sister. Heat it up and throw 


enough to accomodate the mutts. 
He topped Broun easily in the mat- 
ter of interest and humor, although 
his general style of address is not 
dissimilar. Land. 


OSCAR MAYER’S FRANKFURT- 
ERS 


With Gene and Charlie Kreitsinger 

Vocal Harmony 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, Chicago 

Listen while we put you wise 

To the frankfurter everybody buys; 

Every second link has a yellow 

band; 

They are the best in the land— 

It's the wiener the world awaited. 
—Theme Song. 

Nevertheless it’s a good program 








it around my neck Swing it that the Kreitsingers twang and 
rhythm boys. Let it. go. Neatly yodel for the manufacturers who 

Z VS. 4 ° ot < - srina’e hi . YY 
sandwiches piano and vocal solos. want America's children to grow 
the latter mindful of Louie Arm. | St¥rdy (not dyspeptic) on a diet of 
strong frankfurters, 

The clarinetist {s oke. but im- _Kreitsingers are stylized in the 
provement will result from more at direction of pronounced vigor, There 
times by the trombone and trumpet Thev ae age i. — —— 
players. Dialect of dames should be}... -° I — oe oo © 
like Wallers and their sayings any number, and the ukelele accom- 
louder. "| paniment is equally incisive, each 

A natural for sizzling syncopation ae aged 5a SS ee 
fans and the hottest non-commersh | °"'°: me Wee-rencerese =sanere 


feature this 50,000 watter has of- 


fered since the departure of the 
Mills Brothers a year ago. 
Kolling. 


DON LEE PLAYERS 
One-act play 

‘Sorrow in the Balance’ 
Sustaining 

KHJ, Los Angeles 

Running once a week for the last 
six weeks these one-acters will now 
be extended to the entire CBS coast 
network. Plays are originals by 
Lindsay MacHarrie or Richard 
Creeden, staff members, with casts 
made up of staff talent. 

Plays for the most part are well 
written and mostly on the satirical 
angle, with an appeal more to the 
highbrow type of listener. On night 
caught act was titled ‘Sorrow in the 
Balance,’ a 15 min. affair, written 
by MacHarrie, and based on the 
‘Ingoldsby Legends.’ 

Good line reading was turned in 
by the players, Muriel Reynolds, 
Robert Swan, Paul Rickenbacher 
and MacHarrie. Stan. 


j;ance is a good measure of their en- 
tertainment quality. They know 
what they are doing. And that al- 
ways inspires confidence and popu- 
larity. 

That theme song is authentic 1932 
| Americana. Lousy but apnvropriate. 
| Land. 


|; MARQUIS OF READING 
‘India’ (Address) 
Sustaining 
WENR, Chicago 
Again proving by painful contrast 
the superiority of English politicians 
to the native tribe, the Marquis of 
Reading over an NBC network made 
a clear, cultured, logical presenta- 
tion of the British side and attitude 
of the controversial problem of India. 
He did not mention Gandhi or make 
other topical allusions, but painted 
the background of the situation. 
This type of address is all too rare 
on the radio and right now in the 
midst of a national election with all 
the confused thinking and clumsy 
argument of our own politics the 
polished peer’s nicely developed and 
articulate speech was outstanding. 
Land, 





| ‘SUNDAY MATINEE OF THE AIR’| ‘DEVIL BIRD’ 


Episodic 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 
It must be the excuse and the 
|alibi of this program that is is in- 
| tended for children 


of the population is capable of 
strange incomprehensible enthus- 
liasms. For ordinary purposes the 


decision must be adverse. It is a 
program guilty of the major felony 
of narrative—talking about, instead 
of presenting, action. 


and that part) 


'NOVIS VICE DOWNEY AS 
"SOAP ACCOUNT SHIFTS 


Woodbury Soap switches from 
Columbia to NBC at the end of the 





year, but not with Morton Dow- 
| ney included in the program. 
Change of networks will give the 


| warbling spot to Donald Novis, 
| with Leon Belasco moving over to 
| direct the orchestra. 

held by CBS with the 


A party of explorers are in the | 
jungles of South America in the) 
country of hostile Indian head-hunt- 
ers. A great deal of ‘planting’ of 
atmosphere fails to accomplish in 
endless repetition what a few bars 
of music manages to do at the open- 
ing and close of the chapters. It is 
to this weird mingling of tom-tom 
and savage reeds that whatever 
atmospheric plausibility the pro- 
gram possesses is indebted. 

Stalling, padding, promising ac- 
tion always in the next installment 
and delivering mostly conversation 
seems scarcely calculated to satisfy 
boys any more than adults. It is 
deficient in the vitamins of genuine 
narrative for any age level. What 
is chiefly weakening is the story- 
telling method of flash-backs with 
recurrent returns to the present,’ 
splitting the continuity and what- 
ever illusion might be generated. 
Although allegedly based on gen- 
uine adventure of Bob Becker, Chi- 
cago ‘Tribune’ journalist, the ‘Devil 
Bird’ is as synthetic as frozen cus- 
tard. If the kids are going for it, 
any criticism is automatically nulli- 
fied. Meanwhile Horlick’s Malted 
Milk seeks to swell the membership 
of another one of those clubs for 
kids who want to be strong and 
courageous and noble. They call 
theirs the Trail Blazers and issue 
diplomas of membership. Land. 








BETTY AND BOB 
With Don Ameche 
Serial Sketch | 
COMMERCIAL | 
WJZ, New York 


Bisquick, a General Mills prod- 
uct, is responsible for this one, re- 
laying it out of the NBC studios in 
Chicago five afternoons a week. 
Theme of the story is of the tried 
and true variety, the trials and 
misunderstandings of a pair of new- 
lyweds, with the plot, dialog and 
whatnot built along regulation lines. 
Dialog goes in heavy for soliloquiz- 
ing, revealing a lack of resource 
in dramatic structure on the part of 
the author. Nevertheless it’s got 
the stuff that will get the housewife 
to put the program on her steady 
loudspeaker diet. 


Outside of the husband and wife 
there’s a colored cook in most of the 
episodes, giving vent to a dialog 
oddly compounded of the Goodman 
School of Acting and Chicago's 
southside. Filling the husband role 
is Don Ameche, rated as the best 
of Chicago’s mike players, but with 
him it can only be one of those 
chores. Girl in the bride part easily 
passes muster. Technique given the 
production is of the 1928 vintage, 
but it’s all in keeping with the dis- 
ingenuousness of the script. 

At the end of each episode the 
announcer launches into a detailed 
explanation of the plot up until that 
point. Evidently on the theory that 
it was all too involved for the sim- 
ple mind to grasp. On the other 
hand, the sponsor may have sus- 
pected that the murky piece of 
writing required some such aid. 
Plug is handled by Jean Paul 
King, with the copy assigning him 
to gush ever so mellifuously over 
what ‘grand and swell’ waffles can 
be made from Bisquick flour. 

Odec. 





WHITMAN SAMPLER PROGRAM 

With Jack Denny’s Orch and Evan 
Evans 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 


It’s chocolates that Whitman is 
trying to sell here and the confec- 
tioner couldn’t have picked a sweet- 
er playing orchestra to endow the 
intent with musical color. Program 
Denny framed for the initial broad- 
cast (28) was a thing of soothing 
ease for the ear as well as an in- 
centive to rolling up the carpet and 
taking a glide around. It had the 
typical melodious Denny arrange- | 
ments in which the violin and sax 
and strings are blended with a sim- 
plicity and richness that only one 
jof the two better known dance 
‘combo have been able to achieve. 


Lyrical baritone of Evan Evans 
fits into this stanza perfectly. De- 


items and he gave each an inter- 
pretation that satisfied all around. 
Plug copy is expertly phrased for 
the medium. It’s brief and conveys 
just one though and iets it go at 
that: ‘satisfy that healthy craving 
for candy with a box of “Whit- 
|man’s”’ One thing that Denny has 
to contend with on this Friday 
evening affair from the listener 
draw angle is the ‘fact that the 
Whitman program happens to come 
on the final quarter hour lap of the 
Fleischmann show. And compet- 
ing with the yeast maker’s crack 
setup of talent is no easy matter. 
Odec 








Contract 
| 


but session had him down for vhree }. 


commercial expires Dec. 24, while 
the NBC time obligation calls for 
26 weeks starting Jan. 4. New 
clocking gives the show a Wednes- 
day evening schedule, running from 
9.30 to 10 p.m. EST. 

Client’s reason for moving over 
to NBC is that it was interested in 
trying out the airlane coverage of- 
fered by NBC. Sharing warbling 
items on the program with Novis 
will be Adele Ronson. It’s Novis’ 
first NBC commercial. 


Ducat Demands Has 
KFWB Doing Repeat 
On Vaude-Broadcast 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31. 

The many requests for tickets for 
Warner Brothers combination vaude- 
broadcast at the Shrine Auditorium, 
Nov. 6, forces a repeat show the 
folowing night (13). 

Expected that 7,000 will attend 
each affair. Price of admission is 
20 coupons from loaves of bread sold 
by the sponsors of the KFWB Hi- 
Jinks. Intention rs to broadcast a 
show of 26 vaude and radio acts the 
first night on a two-hour program. 


LOUELLA PARSONS’ 
AIR CHATTER IDEA 


Program that Paul Whiteman has 
submitted to Oldsmobile as a 
candidate for the auto-maker’s 
planned weekly entry on NBC has 
Louella O. Parsons, the Hearst film 
chatterer, included for a chatter 
contribution from Hollywood. Part 
of the show outlined for her would 
be labeled ‘Under Your Hat, with 
Miss Parsons, direct from the 
Brown Derby.’ Other items on the 
program as_ suggested by Whiteman 
are Benny Rubin and a 25-piece 
orchestra under Roy Bargy’s direc- 
tion. 

Chatter writer would be cut in 
about the middle of the session, with 
the pickup made from a booth lo- 
cated in the Hollywood dinery. Idea 
calls for the columnist to start off 
with a few news’ notes about the 
studios and then go into a spiel 
about who’s who among the picture 
colony diners at the Derby. In- 
cluded in her stint would be a word 
of greeting from the stars present. 














GRATITUDE, 1932 STYLE 


Turkeys for Those Who See Silver 
Lining 


Chicago, Oct. $1. 

Delmaiz company whose last cam- 
paign over the air was for the best 
illustrations to ‘Why I Pelieve Pros- 
perity is Returning’ have adopted a 
special theme for essays during 
November. It is ‘What I am Grate- 
ful for This Thanksgiving.’ 

Winners of the contest will divide 
500 pounds in Thanksgiving turkeys. 
It's an unusual type of merchandiz- 
ing scheme for radio. Giveaway is 
confined to KYW here. 

Erwin-Wasey agency handles ac- 
count which will plug Green Giant 
peas, instead of corn, for the period 
of the Turkey essays. 


Winchell’s Air Gossip 
For 15 Mins., 13 Wks. 


Walter Winchell starts 13 weeks 
on behalf of Jergen’s Dec. 4 over 
NBC, through the J. Walter Thomp- 
m agency. 

It’s on Sunday nights, for 15 min- 
utes of the columnist’s chatter. 








GEO. FRAME BROWN’S ACT 
Lansing, Oct. 31. 
3utterfield has booked George 
Frame Brown, author of the radio 
serial ‘Thompkins Corners’ for nine 
appearances in Michigan from Nov. 
7 to 16. 

Bookings start with Jackson, Nov. 
7; Lansing, Nov. 8; Ann Arbor, Ben- 
ton Harbor, Kalamazoo, Battle 
Creek, Bay City, Saginaw and Flint. 





Ad Agencies Now 
Favor Own Radio 
Producing Corps 


the 
loaded with radio 
accounts going in heavier than ever 
for building up their own produc. 


Current season finds adver. 


tising agencies 


tion staffs. Takes in the program 
writing anc 


departments. 


musical 
Move 


stitutes an about face on the policy 
assumed by a large number of them 
a year ago. 

At that time the agencies found 
that the 15% commission garnered 
from the cilent’s appropriation for 
radio didn’t allow for a profit after 
the costs of the department were 
deducted and there was a general 
move to cut down the program pre- 
paring personnel. Agencies figured 
that it would be more economical 
to maintain a skeleton S8taff who, if 
they found a particular assignment 
beyond their ken, would know 
where to get a man who was a spe- 
cialist in that field. That was to 
apply to script authoring, musical 
scoring or staging. Recent case.in 
point was when Benton & Bowles 
went out and engaged Gordon 
White, formerly of the N. W. Ayer 
staff, to help put on Maxwell House 
coffee’s ‘Showboat.’ 

The major agencies now have 
discovered that the freelance ar- 
rangement didn’t work out as an- 
ticipated and the trend now is to 
put producers, writers and com- 
posers on a full time salary. Clients 
also prefer it this way, so that these 
agency attachees can be depended 
upon to concentrate all their time 
upon the advertiser’s radio activi- 
ties. 

The agency with the largest staft 
in its radio department in the New 
York office is N. W. Ayer; payroll 
numbered 66 at its peak. Agency 
now rated as having the largest 
working radio department staff is 
J. Walter Thompson on the New 
York’ end. Thompson company 
maintains the outstanding corps of 
authors and has more staff pro- 
ducers than any competitor in the 
field. Among the agencies now do- 
ing a radio department expansion 
is Lord & Thomas. Taken on just 
the past week by the L&T New 
York office was Tom McAvity, who 
came out of the NBC program de- 
partment to work on the Lucky 
Strike productions. 


GLASSED-IN MAESTRO 
JUDGES MIKE SOUND 


Budapest, Oct. 17. 

Budapest Broadcasting Studio is 
the only one where the orchestra 
conductor hears his own orchestra, 
not as the musicians actually play, 
but as they are heard by the lis- 
teners-in. 

A sound-proof glass cage holds 
the conductor, and the music of his 
own orchestra comes to him over & 
loud-speaker, so that he can judge 
of the effect upon the listener. 

The musicians can see their 
maestro’s movements through the 
glass, and colored light signals, op- 
erated by the conductor, directs 
as to strength and volume of their 
playing. 


directing, are 


ranging 


WFBL Changes Hands 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 31. 

Syracuse interests, represented by 
Samuel H. Cook, Oscar F. Soule and 
Robert G. Soule, have purchased 
control of the _Onondaga Radio 
Broadcasting Corporation operating 
WFBL, at the Onondaga hotel, from 
the Onondaga Hotel Corp. which 
held 20,000 of the 24,039 shares out- 
standing. WFBL is the local out- 
let of CBS. 

The station was privately estab- 
lished as WLAH in 1922. 





Webell as Radio Chairman? 
Chicago, Oct. 31. 
Chairmanship of the local Radio 
Committee of Four A’s is expected 
to go to W. L. Webell of Mrwine 
Wasey, although it is not ertain 
An objection may be that too many 
Erwin-Waseyites are already offi- 
cers of the Four A's. 
Since Jack Van Voelkenberg of 
Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborne 
went to KMOX, St. Louis, the 
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BIG BANDS ARE 
WASHED UP 
IN OHIO 


Canton, Oct. 31. 

Name dance bands are out in this 
territory, hereofore one of the most 
profitable. 

Promoters who for several years 
have been bringing in names in sev- 
eral eastern Ohio and upper Ohio 
valley cities are through after sev- 
eral attempts this fall to revive 
dance interest by offering big time 
dance bands. 

Joe Sanders, who flow heads the 
former Coon - Sanders Original 
Nighthawks, has just concluded a 
tour of eastern Ohio ballrooms to 
the worst patronage in many 
years. At least a half dozen spots 
proved a flop for this well known 
combo. 

Appearing at Meyers Lake Park 
ballroom here, the band drew only 
a few hundred at 50c. The next 
night at East Market Gardens, 
Akron, once the ace dance spot in 
this section, the band took another 
nosedive. Later at Wheeling, W. 
Va., the promoter dropped about 
$300, when only a few. patrons re- 
sponded at $2.20 a couple. In 
Youngstown and at Chester, W. Va., 
business fell far short of expecta- 
tions. Promoters paid the band 
$400 a night, and this, with adver- 
tising and ballroom rent, found 
most of them taking in the red. 

This territory a year ago was lit- 
erally burned up with name bands, 
many of them getting as much as 
$1,250 a night, but in all but few 
instances the sponsors made money. 

Mediocre bands are now being 
pla: ed by ballroom managers, who 
are charging 10c-40c, and they are 
doing better under the conservative 
hookup than with big name bands. 


AIRING OF STARR CHAT 
TAKES FARNUM TON. Y. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31, 

Ralph Farnum left here for New 
York hoping %o put over a deal 
whereby Jimmy Starr, local film 
columnist, will go on the Lucky 
Strike NBC hour. Starr is on the 
‘Eve. Herald-Examiner.’ 

Agent thinks he can set Starr for 
the underground c!nematic gossip, 
previously relayed to Walter Win- 
chell. 














Tom Dewey’s U. of P. orchestra 
has switched from the Dance Box, 
Philadelphia night club, to the Green 
Lantern, on the Schenectady-Sara- 
toga (N. Y.) road. 





 —————— — - — 


Eddie 
Leonard 


(The Beloved 
Minstrel) 














Leonard 
Jr. 
(The Lovable 
Singer and 
Company) 








NO BAILEY-KAHN 





of Whiteman Proviso 





Negotiations for Mildred Bailey 
to join Roger Wolfe Kahn's orches- 
tra at the Pennsylvania hotel grill 
are off, as the warbler’s terms of 
her release from Paul Whiteman 
prevented any such move. 

Whiteman, whose contract with 
her had until March next to go, re- 
leased Miss Bailey on the under- 











The Lone Star of Texas 
Will Soon Be a Nationally 


THE TEXAN | 


The Sweetest Voice in the World 














| Subsidiary, 


standing she couldn't appear with 
another orchestra until the expira- 
tion of the 
the reason for their split was the 
avowed intention by Miss Bailey to 
try and develop as a single. 





RUMBA COMBOS 


OGLE EUROPE 
FOR BIG 3 


Havana, Oct. 12, 

Cuban bands which in previous 
years had their eyes turned to the 
U. S. for money tours, have this 
year gone Europe-mad. Don Az- 
piazu started the rush with his con- 
tract for Monte Carlo. The Siboney 
Orchestra followed for a tour of 
Spain accompanied by the Mata- 
moros trio and Yolanda Gonzaloz, 
a rumba dancer. 

The last group sailed last week, 
the Encanto Orchestra with Maruja 
Gonzalez and Carmita Burgette, so- 
pranos; Miguel de Grandy, tenor, 
and Augusto Ordonez, baritone. 
Their destination is Madrid where 
Ernesto Lecuona, foremost Cuban 
composer is about to start a season 
of Cuban shows. Eliseo Grenet, au- 
thor of ‘Mama Inez’ and other hits 
is musical director of the San 
Sebastian Casino. 

Besides there are three Cuban 
bands touring the European capi- 
tals which have been abroad for the 
past five years. 

The Havana Casino Orchestra, 
which was unable to proceed to the 
States due to the immigration re- 
strictions, has been signed by the 
Havana Country Club for their 
weekly dances. The Casino Orches- 
tra is also furnishing the music at 
the ultra-exclusive Havana Bilt- 
more, a Bowman enterprise. This 
crack combo is also at the Fausto 
theatre. Outfit is managed by Rene 
Canizares. 


HERBERT STOTHART 





AGAIN WITH METRO 





Hollywood, Oct. 31. 

Herbert Stothart has returned to 
Metro’s music department. 

First assignment is writing back- 
ground music for ‘Son-Daughter,’ 
the Helen Hayes-Ramon Novarro 
film. Edward Eliscu is on loan 
from Radio to write lyrics for one 
number in the same picture, 


Nat'l Radio Adv., Ex-WB 
Subsid, Concedes Bkptcy. 


National Radio Advertising, Inc., 
which went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver last July, has been adjudged 
a bankrupt. Action followed the 
filing of an involuntary petition of 
bankruptcy in the U. 8S. District 
court here by the National Electric 
Transcription Corp. and a couple 
employees of the defunct firm. 

Transcription company based its 
move upon a promissry note for 
$3,177 while the office workers who 
signed the petition put in salary 
claims of $50 each. 

In its answer, National Radio Ad- 
vertising. whose business was that 
of recording radio programs and 
placing them with stations, admitted 
that it was insolvent and that while 
insolvent permitted KSTP, of St. 
Paul, to obtain an attachment and 
made no move to have the attach- 
ment vacated within 30 days of its 
serving. National Radio Advertis- 
ing, formerly a Warner Brothers 
has been allowed until 
next Monday (7) to file a schedule 
of its assets and Jiabilities. 





Songstress Can’t Join Band Snttiee 


Whiteman covenant, as 





ETTING, DOWNEY 





| sihed 


| Jones and Hare, and Rev- 
ellers in Unique Spots— 
| Ethel Shutta’s Come-Up 





WHITEMAN DISTINCT 





Foremost as a stimulator of sheet 


In the case of Vallee it takes in 
both his warbling and talents as a 
dance band leader. 

Of the strictly bandmen category 
the popular song impresarios select 
the Guy Lombardo unit as the ith 
demand creator for copies, with | 
Vincent Lopez, the oldest and most | 
reliable standby, coming next. 


termined by the reaction felt at the 
counters when the introducing of a 
new number over the airlanes has 
been left to “cmy one of these 
maestros. 


Paul Whiteman is in a class by 
himself as what he plays is emu- 
lated by all the other lesser bands 
on both sides of the Atlantic, who 
endeavor to copy him. As a plug, 
he’s choice, of course, but Whiteman 
is so meticulous about his arrange- 
ments that, aside from certain tunes 
in which he takes active interest and 
has been solely responsible in ‘mak- 
ing,’ he permits the others to get 
the jump on him, purposely. 


Because Whiteman is so strong 
for ultra orchestrations, his in- 
tricate orchestral art is the champ 
arrangements’ stimulator. How- 
ever, there are tunes written by 
members of his orchestra which 
Whiteman is the first to exploit and 
popularize from the manuscript, but 
as an ordinary type of plug, the 
special arrangement element and 
Whiteman’s own standards, remove 
him apart from the others. 


Femme Singers 


Among the femmes in the vocal 
field first place goes to Ruth Etting, 
with Kate Smith a close runner-up 
}and responsible for giving aid and 





| sustenance to the boosting of more 
songs over a long period of time- 
|than any warbler of her sex. Of 


[the girl singles Mildred Bailey is|land, France, Germany, Italy and 


accorded third rating. 

The singer who can give a num- 
ber the strongest sales momentum 
of them all when it comes to a bal- 
lad is Morton Downey, say the pub- 
lishers. If it’s a ballad and it’s got 
the stuff that appeals Downey can 
always be depended upon to start 
bringing out what shekels are to he 
had in the direction of the music 


counters. Spotted ag the next most 
effective sales agent is Donald 
Novis, wltose influence, opine the 


music men, is growing rapidly. 

In the middle west the ace song 
makers are Gene and Glenn, who 
broadcast out of Cleveland for 
Quaker Oats over NBC and also do 
a local oil account. Their policy is 
to do a song 21 times straight with- 
out an intermission. If this team, 
say the publishers, put on a num- 
ber, and that number fits their style 
and it doesn’t sell in their territory 
the firm behind the song might as 


HOW RADIO PLUGS RATE 


VARIE? TY 51 











The Aijir’s Hit-Makers sel 
as to Bands and | 
Singers—Gene and Glenn, | 


music sales is Rudy Vallee. That's | 
the consensus among the publishers. 


| Coast Stores 


These relative data have been de- | 


AUOY. LOMBARDO. Radio Statistics Prove Under 50c 


Product Is Best Helped by Ether 





Though way off when the total 
number of accounts are compared, | 
,the drugs, toilet goods and foods 
merchandisers combined currently, 
make up over 50% of NBC's cus: | 
tomers, the same as they did the | 
| first of 1932. Comparison of the} 
| network's classified list of advertis- 
| ers then, with the present setup, | 
}makes also notably apparent radio’s 
added appeal for those whose prod- 
uct sel] for four bits or less. Art- 
|icles tagged up in the dollars have 
|appreciably dropped out. 

During the second month of the 
year the accounts whose goods over 
the retail counter would return 
change for a buck constituted 80% 





MSC Withdraws 
From Newberry 








Hollywood, Oct. 31. 


Music Sales Corp. is out of the 14 
Newberry stores on the Coast in 
which it formerly operated song 
counters, with the 5-and-10 chain 
now operating its own sheet music 
departments. MSC had been hooked 
up with Coast Newberry stores for 
two years, and refused to renew its 
contract unless three towns that 
were in the red were eliminated. 
Towns were Santa Monica and 
Huntington Park, Calif., and Eugene, 
Ore. 

Music Sales still has 105 counters 
in the east and will attempt to build 
up a Coast chain in Metropolitan 
and Grand nickel and dime em- 





IRV MILLS ABROAD FOR 








well give it the rating of a ‘dog’ and 
call it quits. 

Another twosome favored strongly | 
as builder-uppers are Jones and} 
Hare on the Best Foods NBC ses- 
sion. Of the quariets the Revelers | 
are accorded first place. What this 
foursome sings, aver the publishers, 
the other quartets around the coun- 
try can be expected to add immedi- | 
ately to their repertoire. 

Strongest of the comers among! 
the femme contingent from their | 





is Ethel Shutta. Her work on the! 


| comes to keeping the printing press 


etandpoint, declare the publishers, 


poriums. Currently, has one in the 
Tacoma Grand store and will open 
another in the same chain’s Seattle 
store on Nov. 15. 

Art Schwartz, Witmark rep on 
the Coast, is looking for more loca- 
tions for MSC. All Newberry stores 
are now purchasing their piano 
copies individually. 





MUSIC AND BAND DEALS 





| 86%. 


| effective 


| of the clients on the NBC books. In 


October this classification jumped to 
Economic conditions, say ad- 
vertising experts, may have some- 
thing to do with it, but they are 
more inclined to the belief that 
while radio has proved itself an 
sales medium for small 
priced goods it hasn't fared any- 
thing as successfully in drumming 
up business for the higher leveled 
product. Thus they account for the 
6% decrease in the latter class of 
advertiser, as indicated by the dif- 
ference between the percentages. 


The networks’ books currently 
are carrying around 15% less cli- 
ents than prevailed the beginning 
of this year. But this is being 
evened tp on the ledgers by the con- 
siderably larger expenditures by the 
individual network customer. Ten 
months ago he bought one of the 
basic links or less and let it go at 
that. Now the average account not 
only takes the basic across the 
board but obligates himself for a 
flock of supplementary networks. 


Drop-Outs 


In the foods and food beverage 
class the network last February 
claimed 52 accounts. Currently it 
has 10 less. Of the drugs and toHet 
article group the drop comes to 11, 
Confectionary and soft drinks stand 
at five for either period. In the 
tobacco classification the clip was 
from eight to five sponsors. Paints 
are down from seven to three and 
under the shoe listing there were 
four in January and only one, Enna 
Jettick, now. Petroleums match 
evenly, 12, with those of nine months 
ago, but not a single one of last 
January’s four magazine clients 
survives. 


Automobile and tire makers have 
been reduced from nine to six, the 
securities und insurance underwrit- 
ers from six to three and the net- 
work home furniture and furnish- 
ings class from six to two. Last 
group has been limited here to the 
makers of electrical appliances, 


One client has recently been added 
to the sporting classification, where- 
as there weren’t any nine months 
ago. It’s the A. C. Gilbert Com- 
pany, toy manufacturer. 





DANCERS AT L. A. BILTMORE 


Los Angeles, Oct. 3 
Roy Bradley and Virginia Dab- 
ney, ballroom team, will open with 
the Stanley Smith orchestra at the 





Irving Mills sails for Europe on 
the Bremen Nov. 11, to visit Eng- 


Holland, scouting around for talent 
and songs and at the same time 
study the possibilities of sending 
over some of his own acts. Duke 
Ellington and the Four Mills | 
Brothers are wanted for foreign 
bookings. Interest abroad will also 
embrace the continental disposal of 
some of the Lawrence Music num- 
bers. 





Mills’ will be gone at least six 
weeks, 
Canada Dry Show, they say, has 


made her one of the few new big 
influences in the radio firmament 
this season. In the femme harmony 
team class the chief sheet sales in- 
stigators by a long shot are the 
Boswell Sisters. Given next rating 
are the Pickens Sisters, with the 
Three X Sisters agreed upon as 
making rapid strides. 

Of the bandmen group the ace 
exercisers of influence when it 


going include George Olsen, Ben 


Biltmore, Nov. 2. 

The Islanders, four Hawaiians, 
Skippy Fleming and Tiny Newlin 
will handle the vocalizing for the 
band. 














THREE KEYS 


Piano Guitar Voice 
BOB SLIM BON BON 






Thars., Fri., Sat. 
10:30 P.M. 


Sun 
11 P.M. 







w JZ 


Management 
RICHARD & LENETSKA 
1560 Broadway, New York 











ART LINICK 


In His Original Character 


‘MR. SCHLAGENHAUER’ 


Sponsored by TASTYEAST 





Bernie, Gus Arnheim, Jack Denny, 
Isham Jones and Anson Weeks. | 


6 P. M. to 6:15 P. M. CST 
WBBM—Chicago 
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“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 
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VARIETY 





_————————— 





Bands and 


Permanent addresses of bands 
without charge. 
No charge is made for listing in 


For reference guidance, initials 
P—park, C—cafe, D H—dance hal 


As far as possible, street address 





Week of Oct. 31 


Orchestras 





or orchestras will be published 


this department. 
represent: H—hotel, T—theatre, 
1, B—ballroom, R—restaurant. 

es in large cities are also included. 








A 
Aaronson, Irving, Frolics C., Culver City, 
gm : 
x, Chas., Morrison H., Chicago. 

All rt, Jules, CBS, 485 Madison AVE., 
Y Cc. . * 
Allen, Wally, 1914 Bivd. East, W. New 

s N. Jd, : 
gre u J.. 98 Liberty St., Newburgh 
Amidon, A., 912 E. 8th St., Flint, Mich. 
Andrus, ‘ud, Liberatoris R., Elmira, 

Be Xs 
Appel, Oscar, The Cathey, Baltimore. 
Arand, Henry, 643 Broad St.. Newark .. 
Arcadia Syncopat rs (C. Edgerton), 2004 
Addison St.. Phila. ‘ 
Arist yerats (Wm, Hughes), 404 Blandina 
St.. Utica. N r. ‘ 
Arkell. Lee, KVI, Tacoma. Wash. 
Armbruster, J. L.. B. A. C., Buffalo. 
Arnheim, Gus, MCA, Chi. 
Atkins, A. P., 8614 6th Ave., Des Moines. 


Tampa. 


Austin, S.. Davis Is. Country C.. ’ 

Axt, Dr. Wm M-G-M Studio, Culver 
City. Cal. 

B 

Bachman, Lew, 211 N. Central, Chi. 

Ba'rd, Maynard, Crystal T., Knoxville. 

Baldwin, P., Frontenac, Quebec, Can. 

Bailey, Earl, Cavalier Beach C., Virginia 
Beach. Va. 

Ballew, Smith, Post Lodge, Mamaroneck, 
H. F 

Bard, Jos., Golden Pheasant R., Balto. 

~ arene B., 88) W. Morrell St., Jackson, 

Mich 


Barringer. Don, Callico Cat B., Miami. 


Bartlett, O., Book-Cadillac H., Detroit. 
Barton, Herbert, 5645 Sth Ave., N. Fe, Cc. 
Barris, Harry, Orch., Park Central, ™ 
Barsley, Beenar, Montauk Point, yee 
tauk, L. I. 

Basile, Jos., 65 No. 14th St., Newark, 


State T., Detroit. 


B: st an, Walt., 
“— Rochester, 


Baver, F. J., 67 Ormond 8t., 
Y 


Baum, Babe, 226 Rose St., Reading, Pa. 
Baum, Oscar, Chinese T., L. A. 


Baxter, Phil, WDAF, K. C. 

Bay State oe 3 (Al Relyea), 3 Mohawk 
Bt. Cohoes, N. 

Beckley, T., 108 E. 8th St., Wilmington, 
Del. 

Belasco, Leon, El Garrau, N. Y. 

Bell, Jimmie, Green Mill B. R., Chicago. 


Benavie, Sam, Fisher T., Detroit. 
Benford, Jack, Jack & Jill Tavern, Port- 
land, Ore. 
Bennett, Dave, Station WJJD. Palmer 
House, Chicago. 


Bercowitz, Abe, KGW, Portland. Ore. 


Berge, W. E., 67 Grand Ave., Englewood, 
N. Jz. 

Berger, Jack, Astor H., N. Y. C. 

Berger, W. J., 5449 Penn Ave., Pitts- 
burgh. 


Bergin, Fred, Idora Park, Youngstéwn, O. 
Berlin, Paul, 4258 Archer Ave., : 
Bernie, Ben, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
Berrens. Freddie. CBS, N.Y.C. 


Bestor, Don, Hotel Lexington, N. Y. 

Bingham, T. W., 18 9. Ryan St., Buffalo. 

Bissette-Maclean, Marigold R.. Rochester. 

Black, Ted, 1619 Broadway, N. Y. C. 

Blaufuss, Walter, N.B.C., Chicago. 

Blumenthal’s Orch., Sovereign H., Chi- 
tago 


Bob's Sunnysiders, 30 E. Haverhill St.. 
Lawrence, Mass. 


Borowsky, Jasha, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Barr, Mischa, Ens., Waldorf-Astoria, 
Y 


Bovee, Ralph, KHQ, Spokane. 
oe a Ray, 21 Beacon &t., 
Masi 

Boyle. Billy, Copley-Plaza H., Boston. 
-Brandy’s Singing Bd., Palmer's Park, 
Lansing. Mich. 

Brashin, Abe, KJR, Seattle. 

Breeskin, Daniel. Earle T., Washington. 
Bresiow, Hy, KGW, Portland. 
Brigode Ace, Merry Garden B. R., Chi. 
B'way Collegians, Walled Lake B., De- 
troit. 

Prewer, Ted, Yoeng’s R., B’way and 5lst 
- y 
Weds. Phil, Grand Central H., Mountain- 
dale, N. Y. 

Broudy, Dave, Grant T., Pittsburgh. 


Hyde Park, 


Brower, Jay, El Capitan T., San Fran- 
cisco. 

Brownagle, T., 922 9th St., Harrisburg, 
a. 

Bruslloff, Nat, 19 EB. 49th St., N. Y. C, 
Bryant, W. H., 1526 S. 6th St., Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

Buck Vern, Sheridan T., Chi. ; 
Buckeye Wonders, 645 So. Main St., 
Akron, O. 

Buffano, Jules, 5th Ave. T, Seattle. 
Buloskwies Califs., Eagle B., 


ek es 
Bunchuk, Yashh, Capitol T., a ee 

Burk, Milo, Brockton, Mass. 

Burke, Chick, Amesbury, Mass. 

Burke’s Canadians, New Constant Spring 
H., Kingston, Jamaica. 

Burnett, Tiny, Orpheum T., Seattle. 


Serenaders, Far East R., Cleve- 


Collegian 

land 

Columbo, Russ, NBC, N. Y. 

Condolori. A., Adelphi H., Philadelphia. 
Conley, Ralph, 1119 Grand St., W heel- 
ing. W. Va 

Conrad. H. 1088 Park Ave., N. ¥. C 
Cook, Arthur, WXYZ, Detroit. 

Cooley, Fritz, Maple View, Pittsfield, 
Mass. 

Cornwell, Frank. Mayfair C., Boston. 
Cox, Geo... KGFJ, L. A. 


Coyle, L. H., 219 E. 10th St.. Easton, Pa 
Craig, Francis, Hermitage H., Nashvilie. 
Crescent Orch., Armory. Middletown, N.Y. 
Crawford, “Buzz,"" 2115 Pennsylvania 
Ave.. N. W., Washington 

Crawford, Jack, Fox T., Seattle. 
Crawford, Thomas L., Wichita, Kans. 
Cullen, S. E., 314 E. 6th St., South Bos- 
ton 

Currie, Harry. Seelbach H., Louisville. 
Cummings, Johnnie, Webster H., Canan- 
daigua, N. Y. 


D 
Dahl, Ted. KMTR, Hollywood, 
Damski, Henri, KJR, Seattie. 
Dantzig, E. J., 842 Putnam Ave., B’klyn. 
D’Artri’s Orch., 51 14th St., Norwich, 
Conn. 
Daugherty, Emery, Jardin Lido, Arling- 


ton H., Washington, D. C. 

Davidson, J. W., Norshore T., Chicago, 
Davis, C.. Indiana, T., Indianapolis. 
Davis, Meyer, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y¥. C. 
Davison, Walt, Mainstreet T., K. C. 
Portland, 


DeForest, Don, 171 King St.. 
Ore. 

Delbridge, Del., 404 Madison T. Bidg., 
Detroit. 

Del Pose. Senor, 1587 B’way, N. Y. C. 
DeLuésa, J., 331 St. Marks Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N. Y¥. 


Denny. Claude, Nocturne C., Chi. 

Denny, Jack, Waldorf-Astoria H., N.¥.C. 
Deterich, Roy, Stevens H., Chicago. 
Dewees, Lowell, 1200 Jackson St.. Spring- 
fleld. II. 

Dolan, Bert, Bond Hotel, Hartford, Cona. 


Domine Orch., 22 4th St.. Troy, N. 
Donnelly, W. H., 239 Glenwood Ave., E. 
Orange, N. J. 

Dornberger, Chas., Mt. Royal H., Mont- 
real. 

Doty, Mike, Celesium B. R., Tacoma, 
Wash. 

Dougherty. Doc, Adelphia H., Phila. 


Downey, Harry, Ballyhoo C., B’way and 
49th St.. N. Y¥. C 

Dunn, Jack, El Patio B. R., L. A. 
Duerr. Daiph. 11404 Orville Ave., Cleve. 
Duchin, FEd., Central Park Casino, N.Y.C. 


Eckel, Charlie, N. Y. Athletic Club, Pel- 
ham, N. 
Edmunds, "Glen, Eik’s C., L. 

Eisenbourg, Dok, Shepard - Cotontal Ris 
Boston. 

Ellington, Duke, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 
Elmwood Band, 872 Van Nostrand Ave., 
Jersey City. 
English-Gibson, Boulevard T., L. A. 
Eichhorn. Geo., McElroy’s B. sé Seattle. 
Eppel, 5736 N. 7th St., Philadelphia. 
Erickson, Harry, Saltair Beach Co, Salt 
Lake City. 

Evans, Billy, KTM. L. A. 

Everett, Ilume, Lakeside P., Denver. 


F 


Fabregas, Geo., Silver Slipper C., L. A. 


Fain, Elmer, Club Royale, L. A. 

Fay, Bernard, Fay's, Providence. 

Farrell, F., inn, 4 Sheridan Sq., N. Y¥. C. 
Feeney, J. M., 226 E. llth St., Oakland. 
Fagan, Ray, Sagamore H., Rochester. 
Fabello, Phil, Albee, Brooklyn. 

Farr, Aaron, Miami Beach Country C., 


Miami Beach. 


Feldman, Joe, 1068 E. 98th St., Cleveland. 


Ohio. 

Ferdinando, Felix,. Le Chateau B. R.. 
Manchester, N. H. 

Feyl, J. W., 878 River St., Troy. N. Y. 


Fio-Rito. Tea. St. Francis H., 9. F. 
Fischer, Carl, Majestic D. H., Detroit. 
Fischer, C. L. 914 South Westnedge St., 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Fisher, Bob, Pyramid C., 
Fisher. Mark, Edgewater 


Holly wood. 
Beach H., Chi. 


Finston, Nat. Par. Studio, Hollywood. 
Fitzpatrick, Eddie, St. Francis H., S. F. 
Foard, Don, 1419 Reed Ave. Kalamazoo, 
Mich. 

174 Beacon St., Portland, 


Fogg A. M., 
Me 


Fomish, Henry, Pleasant Lake, Jackson, 
Mich. 

Forbes, Alex, KOL, Seattle. 

Forman, Lou, Palace T., N. Y. C. 
Fosdick, Gene, Rye Bath & Tennis C., 
Westchester 


Freed, Carl. 20 S. Orange Ave.. Newarx. 
Friary, George. Rockland, Mass. 
Friedman, L. F., St. Louis T., St. Louis. 


Friedman, Snooks, Paramount H., N.Y.C. 
Frieso, J. F., Strand T., Stamford. Conn. 





Burns, Jimmy, Lido Venice H., Sand- 
wich, Ont. 

Butcher-Guth, Pines, Metuchen, N. J. 

Butler, Mel., Davenport. Spokane. 

Cc 

Calloway, Cab, 799 7th Ave., N. Y. C. 

Caperoon, Fred, 401 B'way, Camden, N. J 

Cappo, Jos., Lakeside Park, Dayton, O. 

Carlin, Herb, Guyon's B. R., Chicago. 

Carberry, Duke, Walpole, Mass. 

Carpenter, Earl, 1619 B'way. N. Y. C. 


2137 Guiyot, Oceanside, Cal. 
Carter, F., Majestic, Long Beach, Cal. 
Casa Loma, 799 7th ave., N. Y. C. 

Casa Nova, Greenwich Village, Dayton, O. 
Casale, M., 140 Pine St., Williamsport, 


L., Vancouver H., Vancouver, 


Carr Bros., 


Pa. 
Cassidy, D. 
>. C 


Casson, Pep, Victoria H., N. Y. C. 
Castro. Manolo, Nacionale H., Havana. 


Causer, Bob. Ithaca H., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Cavallave, John, 20 Irving St., New 
Haven. 

Cavato, Ets, Flotilla Club, Pittsburgh. 

Cervone, Izzy, 502 Blackstone Bildg., 
Pittsburgh. 

Charles, Roy, Golden Pumpkin C., Chi. 

Chlo-E-Revelers, Station WJBO, New Or- 
leans. 

Christensen, Paul, WKY, Oklahoma City. 

Christie, H. J., 1831 N. Ormsby Ave., 
Louisville. 

Church, Ross, Buckeye Lake P., Buck- 
eye Lake, O. 

Clarke, Bob, 16860 Roxbury Rd. (B), Co- 


lumbus, O. 
Clarke, Herb. L., 
Beach, Cal. 
Clary. Sonny, Showboat C., L. A. 
Clevelanders, Fuller's Garden, Cincinnati 
Coakley, Jack, States Hofbrau, S. F. 


Municipal Band, Long 


Coburn, Wm., Blue Meuse T., Seattle. 
Rog Code, Athens A. C., San Francisco 
Col. F., 252 W. Dougias St., Reading, Pa 
jleman, Emil, Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
College Club. 4120 Dewey Ave., Omaha 


Frost, Jack, Station WJAR, Providence, 
ie ie 
Fuller. Earl, Swiss Gardens. Cinn. 
Funk, Larry, WEAF, N. Y. C. 
G 

Galvin, J. J., Plaza T., Worcester, Mass. 
Gallicchio, Jo, 5200 Sheridan Rd., Chi, 
Gardner, C. Cc. 1527 _ N. 24th St., Lin- 
coln, Neb. 

Garrigan, Jimmy, Oriental Gardens, Chi. 
Gates, Manny, Alcazar H., Miami. 
Gaul, Geo., Washington. D. C., 

Geidt, Al., 117 S. N. J. Ave., Altantic 
City. 

Gerun, Tom, Hotel New Yorker, N.Y.C. 
Gibson’s Blue Devils, Il. 0. O. F., Ball- 
room, Baltimore, 

Gill, Sumit C., Baltimore. 

Gill, Joe, Hollywood C., Galveston, Tex. 


Gillen, Frank, Detroit Yacht C., Detroit 


| 


| Bend St.. 


Guanette, Lou, 16 St. Angelo St., 
Gurnick, Ed., 36 Reynolds Ave., Provi- 
| dence. 


| 
| 


Vv 








(Grosso Paul Artington tH Cc 


Gillet, Albert KGW, Portland, Ore. 

Ginsberg, Ralph, Palmer H., Chi. 
_ Girvin, Hal., Del Monte H,. De! Monte, 
Cal. 

Goff, Mark, Briggs R.. Detroit. 

Goldberg, Geo., Celestial R., Bay Shore 
Park, Baltimore, Md. 

Golden, Neal, WOR, N. Y. C. 

Goldkette, Jean, Book Tower, Detroit. 

Gonzales, S. N., 310 E. 4th St., Santa 
Ana, Cal. 

Gordon, Herb. Wardman Pk. H.. Wash. 

yorrell, Ray, 404 Madison T. Bldg., De- 
troit 

Graham, Paul, Jenklinson Pav., Pt. 
Pleasant. N. J 

Grass, Chet. 2040 S. Corona, Denver. 

Grayson, Hal, Roosevelt H., Hollywood. 
| Green, Jimmy. Beach View Gardens C., 
Chicag 

Greer, Billy, 1002 Main St.. Davenport, Ta 

Grier. Jimmy, Ambassador H., L. A. 

Gross, Presnt McEIro iB Portland, Ore. 

ylorado | 


i 


c 


ronto, Can. 


Haney, Al. 26 Capital St., Pawtucket. 
Re, 

Hays, Bill, Cathay Tea Garden, Phila. 
Heiberger, Emil, Bond H., Hartford. 
Heidt, Horace, R.K,O, Golden Gate, 
‘Frisco, 

Henderson, F., 228 W. i39th St., N. Y¥. C. 


Henkel, Ted, Capitol T., Sydney, Aus. 
Henningsen, Walter, KOMO, Seattle. 
Henry, Tal., c-o NBC, 711 Sth Ave., 
= & 
Hines, Earl, Grand Terrace C., Chicago. 
Hirabak, ‘A., 1128 Goottman St., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Hite, Les, Cotton Club; Culver City, Cal. 


Is 


Del. 


50th St., 


N. J 


stone, 


Cal 
Hyde, Alex., c-o Wm. Morris, Mayfair T. 
Bldg., N. Y¥. 
4 

Pe Ed, Vanity Fair B., Huntington, 
. Va» 

Irving, E., Lyceum T., New Britain, 
Conn. 


~— H., 475 Hawthorne Ave., Newark, 
N. 

Johle, John, 75 Driggs Ave., Brooklyn. 
Jockers, Al, 1619 B'’way, N. Y. C. 


Ore 


Philadelphia. 


son, Mich. 


Kahn, Art, Via Lago C., Chicago. 
. Kahn, Harry, 5210 Gainor Road, Phila., 
>a 


Kassel, Art, Birmarck H., Chicago. 
Kaufman, W., 28 N. 10th St,, Lebanon. 
a. 

Kay. Herbie, MCA, Chicago. 

Kayser, Kay, Nixon R., Pitts. 
— Ross E., 22 Gold St.. Freeport, 
=" 

Keller, Wm. R., 4115 6lst St., Woodside, 
Bis ey SO Be 

Keily, Earl, Solomon’s B., L. A. 

Kelly. Paul. La Granduja C., S. F. 
Kelsey, Carleton, KFWB, Hollywood. 
Kemp, Hal, New China C., Cleveland. 


Red Kibbier, Recreation Pier, Long | 
Beach. Cal. 

Koestner, Jos., N. B. C., Merchandise 
Mart, 222 North Bank Dr.. Chicago. 

- Keystone Serenaders, Gd. Riviera T., De- 
troit. 

King, Dan, and his Radio Scandals, Four 
Towers, Cedar Grove, N. 

King, Hermie, Warfield T., 8. F. 

Bingham- 


MUSE Cc 


| 
Quebec. | 








Gunsondorfer, W., “Lido C., 8. F. 
Gutterson, M., Valencia T., Baltimore. 


H 
Haas, Alexander, 254 W. 76th st., N.Y.C. 
Haines, ‘‘Whitey,’’ Tavern Ian, 183 N 
Pawtucket, R. I. 


Hall, 
Hall, 


George, Taft H.. N. ¥. C 
Sleepy. MCA, Chicago. 





Jean, Sky Room, Milwaukee 
Hogan, Jefferson H., Birming 


Hammond 
Har, 


cock, 


f ham 


Harmon, M., Club Mirador, Washington. 


Harrison, J., Rendesvous, Toronto. 

Hart, Ronnie, British Columbia Pk., Van- 
ouver, B. C 

Harkness, Eddie, 2030 Franklin St.. S. F. 


Hatch, Nelson, Old Mill Tea Garden, To- 


Henderson, Gordon, KGFJ, L. A. 


Hobbs, Frank, St. Catherine H., Catalina 
Hoffman. L. G., 78 Ernst St., Buffalo. 
Hogan, Tweet, Chanel Lake, I 
Hollowell, B., Strand D. H., Wilmington, 


Hollywood Collegians, K. of C. C.. N.C.Y. 
Holmes, Wright, Martinique H., N. Y. C. 
Hopkins, Claude, 
N. ¥. Gc 
Chas., 


Roseland B, B’ way ‘and 


Houston, Monmouth Beach C., 


Howard, Herold, Canyon Hotel, Ye!low- 
Howard, Tex, Trianon B, R., Seattle. 
Hueston, Billy, 1658 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Hultberg, Henry, Inglaterra B. R., Chi. 
Hutton, J. W., Coronado H., San Diego, 


Iseminger, Bill, Hagerstown, Md. 

Isitt, Doug, Butte, Mont. 

lula, Felice, Rivoli T., Baltimore. 

lula, Ruffino, City Park Bd., Baltimore. 


J 


sates Jazz, 18 Chestnut 8t., 
e ° 

James, Harry, El Capitan T., Hollywood, 
Janis, Fred, Turkish Village ‘c., Chicago. 
Janover, A. L., 1255 Grant Ave., N. Y¥. C. 
Jansen, KVI, Tacoma, Wash. 

Jaxon, ‘Half Pint," WJJD, Chi. 


Glovers- 


Johnson, C., Small’s Paradise, N. Y. C. 
Johnson, Dwight, Empress H., Portland, 


Playland, Rye, N. Y. 

Johnston, Merle, 151 W,. 46th St., N.Y.C. 
Johnston, O. W., 48 Grove Ave., Ottawa. 
Jolly Joyce’s Syn., 915-17 Walnut St., 


Johnny Johnstone, 


Jordan, Art, 6241 Norwood St., Phila. 
Jones, Isham, Ambagsador, Atlantic City. 
J 


Jorgensen, Ruth, 1235 Sheldon St., Jack- 


Jimmie, Variety, Hollywood, 
KFWB. Hollywood. 


K 


Joy, 
Joyce, Jerry, 


Kahn, Herman, Capitol T., Newark, N. J. 
Kahn, Roger W., 1607 B’way, N. Y. C. 
Kalls, H., Lido Venice C., Boston. 
Kamas, Al, Swanee B. R., Washington. 


Kennedy, Harola, Embassy C., Hollywood. 
Kennets, Larry, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh. 
Kertner, H.. Benj., Franklin H., Phila. | 
Kerr, Chas, Adelphia H., Phila. | 


King’s Melody, 63 Mueller ‘st., 
tion, NN, FZ, 
King, Wayne, Aragon B. R., Chi. 


Klein, Fred, Kingsway H., Hot Springs, 
Ark. 
Kline, M.. 5456 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 


Kneisel, &., Biltmore H., Atlanta. 
Knickerbocker Club, Berks County Trust 
Bidg., Reading, Pa. 

Knutson, Erling, President H., K. C. 
Koslow, Lou, Paramount T., Oakland, 


Cal. 

Kozals, Jim, Station WLFL, Chicago. 
Krauskrill, Waly 347 Claremont Bidg.. 
Ss. F. 
Krueger, Art, WISN, Milwaukee. 
Krueger, Bennei, WABC, N. Y. C. 
Krumholz, G., P. O. Box 404, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 

Kyte, Benny, Station WJR, Detroit. 


| 
518 Merrimac St., 


Majestic T. Bldg., L. A. 
Luna Park, Coney 


Lagasse, F., Lowell, 
ass. 

Laitsky, Ben. 
—— Clayton, 
Is., N. 

Lane, ‘bade, McAlpin H., N. Y. C. 
Lang, Harry, Baker H., Dallas. 
Lange, J. V., 27 Abbott St., Lowell, Mass. 
Lanin, Sam, c/o CBS, 485 Madison Ave., 
xy. 


Lanin, Howard, CBS, N.Y.C, 
Laughtner, Harris, St. “Francis B., &. A. 
Lawe, Bernie, Pattis C., Des Moines, Ia. 


N. 


Mickey Lazarus, McFadden B. R., San 
Francisco 
Lee, Baron, Cotton Club, N. Y¥. C. 


Lefcourt, Harry, 27-10 Newtown Ave., 
Astoria, I. L. 

Lefkowitz, Harry, Casley H., Scranton, 
Pa. 

Left wich, a Oceanic H., Wrightsville 
Beach, 

Levant, Phil. MCA, Chicago, 


Levin, Al, 476 Whalley Ave., New Haven. 
Levitow, Bernard, Commodore H., N.Y.C. 
Lido Orch., Suite 56 Loew Bldg., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Light, Enooh, Auf ee Club, Saw 
Mill River Road, N. Y. 

Lisbin, Hank, aastphes HH, Dallas. 
Lofner, Carol, Bal Taberin c. 
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Loveland, Archie, Multenomah H., Port- 


land, Ore. 

Lowd. Howard G., Orkney Springs H., 
Orkney Springs. Va. 

Loye, Stan, Mammoth H., Yellowstone. 
Ludwig, C., ‘Zaza,’ 23 Clifford Ave., 
Manchester, N. H. 

Luse, Harley, Wilsou’s B. R.. L. A. 


Lyman, Abe, Capitol, N. Y. C. 


Lynn, Correy, Blue Grotta C., Chicago. 
Lynn, Sammy. 2006 Wichita St., Dallas 
M 
Macdonald, Rex, Coliseum, St. Peters- 

burg 

Madreguera, Enric, Commodore a... 
x. Te 

Mahon, Margie, KMO, Seattle. 

Major, F. J., 3007 3d St., Ocean Parx, 
Cal. 

Makins, Eddie LeClaire ©.. Chicago 
Maloney, R. B., 806 Elinor 8St., Knoxville, 
Tenn 

Mant he, Al., 307 N. Francis, Madison 
Wis. 


Marburger, H., Roseland B. R., N. Y. 
Marsh. Chas., Ft. Pitt H. Pittsburgh. 
Marshall, Red, Venice B., Venice, Cal. 
Marinaro John, Beaux Arts C., 830 W. 
40th St., N. 

Martin, Fred, Bossert H., B’klyn. 
Martin, Slim, Pantages T. Hollywood. 
Maslim, Sam, Seneca H., Rochester. 
Mason, Bobbie (Miss), New China R., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 

Masters, Frankie, Morrison H., Chi. 
Mattasch, Steve, Garden B., Seattle. 
Maupin, Rex, KYW, Chi. 

Mayfair, Bernie, 70 So. Division, 
tle Creek, Mich. 
McCloud, Mac., 
Til 


Bat- 


Rustic Gardens, Pekin, 
Me Coy, 
McDowell, 
Milwaukee. 
McEnelly, E. J., 96 Sylvan St., 
field, Mass, 

McGay, J., Detroit Country Club, Detroit. 


Clyde, Drake H., Chicago. 
Adrian, Town & Country C., 


Spring- 


McGowan, Loos, c/o R, W. Kahn, 1607 
B’way, N. Y. C. 

McIntyre, James, Chateau Laurier, Ot- 
tawa. 

Mcintire, Lani, KMTR, or 
McVeas I. S., 1221 E. 33d St., L. 

Melia, Wm., 91 Edwin St., Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Memphisonians, 92 S. Main St., Memphis. 


Roseland, Taunton, Mass. 
c/o NBC, San Fran- 


Messenger, Al, 
Merrick, Mahlon, 
cisco, 

Meroff, Ben, Variety, N. Y. 
Meyer, M. F., 926 Broadway, 
es 

Meyer Oscar, 4629 Camac &t., 
delphia. 


Meyers, Al, 6200 Girard Ave., Phila. 
Meyers, Louis. Horn’s D. H., L. A. 
Meyers, Vic Trianon B. R. Seattle. 
Miles, Jack, Granada C., Chicago. 
Miller, J. Franz, Statler H., Detroit. 


Brooklyn, 
Phila- 


Mi'ler, Gladys. KOMO. Seattle. 

Miller Jack, Press Club, Montreal. 
—* N., 121 Williams St., Chelsea, 
ass, 


Miller, Vic, 
Milan, Bert. 


Loew's State, Syracuse. 
Eastwood Park, Detroit. 


Mills, Floyd, 786 Fayette St., Cumber- 
land, Md. 

Miner-Doyle, 1192 Middlesex St., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Minich, Bd., 1101 Prospect Ave., Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

Mitchell, Al, 4 Reed St., So. Norwalk, 
Conn, 


Mohrman. Mable, KJR, Seattle. 


Morton, Fran., Italian Gardens, Spokane, 
Tash. 

Molino, Carlos, A™bassador H., L. A. 
Moore's, Dinty, Washington Arms, Ma- 


maroneck, N. 
Moore, Tom, Cinderella B., Long Beach. 
Cal. 


Morey, Al, Worth T.. Ft. Worth. 

Morris. Glen. Silver Slipper, Baltimore. 
Moss, Joe, 18 E. 48th St., N. Y¥. C. 

Mosby, Curtis, Apex C., S. F. 

Mosher, V., 3137 10th Ave. S.. Minneap- 
olis. 

Murial, Fred, Oriental T., Detroit. 

Moana H., Waikiki Beach. Honolulu, Ha- 
waii, 

N 

Nappi, Bill, Del Monte, Birmingham, Ala. 
Nash, Len, Len Nash’s Barn, Compton, 
Cal. 


Nashold, Dudley, Nashold’s B. R., Seattle. 
Naylor, Oliver, Walton H., Phila. 


Neff, Art, 6228 Spruce St., Philadelphia. 
Neglar, Merlin, Fox T., Spekane, Wash. 
Newicx, Nick, 3150 24th St., Astoria, 
mee & 

Nelson, Ozzie, Glen Island C., Glen 
Island, N p 


Roosevelt H.,°N. Y. C. 
H, Roosevelt, N. O. 
Holly- 


Nelson, Tom, 
New Orleans Owls, 
Newman, Alfred, U. A. Studio, 
wood, 

Nichols, Red, Golden Pheasant, Cleve, O. 
Nolan, Bob, Fisher T., Detroit. 

Noone, Jimmy, Club Dixie, Chicago. 
Norman, Jess. KPO, S. F. 

Nunez, Salvadore, Paris Inn, L. A. 


o 


O’Brien, Tom, Saranac Lake H., Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

Octavet Orc., 35 Duffield &St., Brooklyn. 
| ie 2 

O° Hare, Husk, La Salle H., Chicago. 


O’ Hearn, Trave, LeClair H., Moline, I), 
Olsen, George, Loew’s State, N. Y. 
Olsen, Guy, Eagles Aud., Seattle, Wash. 
Oppenheim, W., Benj. Franklin H., Phila. 
—— Georgia 8, Danceland, Jamaica, 
Original Yellow Jackets, Summerland 
Beach. Buckeye Lake, le 
Orlando, Nick, Plaza H., N. Y. C. 
Osborne, Will, Woodmansten Inn, 
chester, N. Y. 
Owens, Harry, Westwood Ho H., Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

P 


Paige, Ray, Station KHJ, L. A. 
Paleman, Dan, Black Cat R., N. Y. C. 
Palmquist, Ernie, Eagle B. R., Milwaukee. 
Parisian Red Heads, 22 W. North 8t., 
Indianapolis. 
Parker, Dud, 230 Hart St., B’klyn, N. Y. 
Paso, George C., Roseville, O. 
Pasternacki, Steve, Luigi's R., Detroit. 
Pearl, Morey, 263 Hunting Ave., Boston. 
Peck, Jack, 801 Keenan Bldg., Pittsburgh. 
Peerless Orch., Monmouth St., Newport, 


y. 
Perni, Don, Saenger T., New Orleans. La. 
i Frank, Flagler H., Fallsburg, 


West- 


Peterson, Art, Trout-dale-in-the-Pines, 
Evergreen, Colo. 

Peterson, Len, KGA, Spokane, Wash. 
Pettis, Jack, Wm. Penn H., Pittsburgh. 
— Doc, New Kenmore H., Albany, 


— B., Tivoli T., Michigan City, 
nd 
Pfeiffer's Orch., 1342 Palmetto Ave., To- 
ledo 


Philbrick’s Orch., Younker’s Dept. Store, 


Des Moines, Ia. 
Phillips, Phil., Club Bagdad, Dallas. 
Piccino, A., 860 N. 8th St., Reading, Pa. 
Pierce, Chas., Midway Gardens, Cedar 
Lake, Ind, 
Pipp’s Orch., Sullivan's, Edmonton, Can. 
Pometti, V. D., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 
Pontrelli, Nick, Rose Room B. R., L. A. 
Pontrelli, Pete, Palace B. R., Ocean Park, 
Cal 
Potter, Jerry, Limehouse C., Chicago. 


Prado, Fred, American House, Boston. 





Lombardo, Guy, Roosevelt H., N. Y. 
Lopez, Vincent, Congress H., Chi, 


Prince, Graham, Palais D’or R., 48th and 
B’way, N. Y. 

Pullen, R. E., 1365 Geliers St., Frankford, 
Phila. 


———=s 


R 
Ralston, Jack, Station WOL, Washingtom 
Cc 


Radin, Oscar, 
Cal. 

Radriguez, Jos., KFI, L. A. 

Rapee, Erno, NBC, 711 7th Ave, N.Y. g 

Rasmussen, F,, 1438 Graham AYe., Counc 
Bluffs, Ia 

Read, Kemp, 539 Ashley ‘Biva., New Bede 
ford, Mass. 

Redman, 


M-G-M Studio, Culver City, 


Don, 799 7th Ave., N.Y.C. 


Reese, Gardner, 1619 Broadway, N, Y, 

Reisman, Leo, 130 W. 57th 8t., N. x, @ 
troit. 

Ricci, N.Y. @& 


Rich, Fred, CBS, N. Y. 

Richards, Barney, Uptown Village, Chi. 
Rickitts, J. C.. Kosciusko, Migs. 
Rines, Jos., Elks H., Boston. 
Rittenbaud, d.. U. Artists , 
Rizzo, Vincent, Sylvania H., 
Roanes’ Penn, Commodore B., Lowell, 
Mass. 

Roberts, Miles, 8 Sheldon St., Prov., R. & 
Robinson, Johnny, Showboat, Seaside, Ore, 
Roesner, Walt., Fox T., San Francisco, 
Rhode, Karl, Loew's Orpheum, Boston, 
Roky, Leon, Syracuse H., Syracuse. 
Rolfe, B. A., 111 W. 57th a wa. £. & 
Romanelll, - King Edward H., Toronte, 
Rose, Irv., Jefferson H., St. L. 

Harry Rosenthal, 1650 Broadway, 
Rossman, Harold, Bagdad C., iow. 


Aldo, Ritz-Carlton H., 
Cc. 


Detroit, 
Phila. 


Y¥.& 


Rothschild, Leo, 306 W. 14th St.. N.Y.G, 
Ruhl, Warney. Michigan Tech., Hough. 
ton. Mich. 

Ruick, Mel, Manchester T., L. A. 
Russell, B., King Cotton H., Greensbore, 
i] 

Sandval, Tommy, Paramount T., Porte 
land, Ore. 

Sampietro, Joe, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Sampson, Ed, Pacific Coast C., Long 
Beach. Cal. 

Sanders, Joe, MCA, Chi. 

Sans, P., 215 Ridgewood Ave., B’klyn. 
Schara, C. F., 624 B’way, Buffalo, N. ¥, 
Schill, J., Arcadia Dm Be F.C. 


Schubert, Ed., 34 Arthur St., Lawrence, 
Mass. 

Schumiski, Joe, Station WCFL, Chicage, 
Schwartz, U. J., 819 Court St., Fremont, 
Ohio, 

Scoggin, Chic, Pla-Mor B. R., Kansas 
City, Mo. 
adas L. W., 900 Dilbert Ave., Springs 
eld, O. 

se Frank, 254 President St., Bklyn., 
Scotti, Bill, Pierre H., N. Y. C. 

Seiger, Rudy, Fairmont H., S. F. 
Seidenman, Sid, Mayflower H., Wash. 


Selvin, 
Ave. 
Setaro, A., Granda T., 


Ben, c/o Col. Recording. 55 5th 


Severi Gino, Pig N Whistle C, Hollywood, 
Shaw, Carl, Italian Village. L. A. 
Sheffers, H. C.. Wilbur's Taunton, Mase, 
Sheridan, Phil, Mossula, Mont. 
Sherman, Maurie. College Inn C., Chi. 
Sherwood, Billy. KOL. Seattle. 

Siani, Joe, Pox T.. 8S. 

Silverman, D.. Missouri T. St. Louts. 
Simmonds, Arlie, Playland Park, Sout® 
Bend, Ind. 

Simons, Seymour, 1504 B’ way. Detroit. 
Slason, Fred, Lotus R.. Washingtan. D. C, 
Smith, Beasley. Rosemont B.. B’klyn. 
Smith, Les, KMO, Seattle. 

Smith, Rollin, Ho!lywood A. C.. Hollye 
wood. 

Smith, Stantey, Biltmore H., L. A. 
Smelin, 8., 190 W. Buchtel Ave., Akroa, 
Ohio. 

Ss te Vincent. CRS. 485 Madison AY®, 

o ae 
Sosnick, Harry, NBC, Chi, 


Spector, Irving, WOK, albany. N. Y. 


Spitainy. Phil. N. B.C...N. ¥. C. 
Spor, Paul, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Neh 
Springer, Leon, 134 Livingston st.. Bkiya, 


Spolidoro, J., Boos Bros. C., L. A. 

St. Clair Jesters, Prince Edward Mig 
Windsor, Canada. 

St. Louis Kings, 1823 B. 95th St., B’klym 
Stafford, H., 911 Sumner St., Lincoln, Neb, 
Stafford, Jesse, c/o Variety, Hollywood. 
Stanfill, John, 820 Broadway, San Ante 
tonio, Tex. 
Steiner, Max. Radio Studio, Hollywood, 
Steed, Hy, Station WMBC, Detroit. 
Stevens, Perley, 258 Huntington 
Boston, 
Stoll, 


Ave. 


Geo., Paramount T.. Los Angeles, 
Stone, Marty. Radisson H., Minneapolig, 
Story. Geo., Wong's C., London, Ont. 
Straub, Herb, Buffalo Broadcasting Corp, 
Buffalo. 

Strissoff, Vanderbilt H.,. N. Y. C. 


Sweet, Al, 29 Quincy 8t., Chicago. 
a © 

Taylor, Art, Nantucket Yacht C.,. Nate 
tucket, Mass. 

Taylor, H., 1015 Chestnut St., Phila 
Tellyer, Al, Guerneville, Cal. 

Teppas, J. J., 533 Glenwood Ave., Buffalo, 
Teeven, Roy, Regent T., Grand Rapide, 
Mich. 

Thomas, Howard, c-o M. C. A.,, 52 W. 
Randolph, Chicago. 

Thompson's ‘Virginians,’ Ventor T.. Ate 
lantic City, N. J 

Thorpe, Sunny Fan Tan R., 24% Cale 


St.. N. E.. Philadelphia. 
Tierney Five, Rittenhouse H., Phila. 
"siloff, Andre, Surf C., Miami Beach, Fla, 
Henry Tobias, Totem Lodge, Averill! Park, 
» 


Tobier, Ben, Rosemont B., Bklyn. 
Nae Lou, Casino B, R., Ocean Park, 
Cal. 

Treastor, Bob, Blackhawk, Chi. 

Trevor, Frank, KOIN, Portland, Ore. 
Trini, Anthony, Beau Rivage, Sheepsiiead 
Bay, L. I. 

Tucker, Tommy, Hollywood R.. N. Y. C. 


Turcotte, Geo., 90 Orange St., Mane hester, 
N. H. 
Turnham, Edith, Janke’s Tavern, L. A. 
U 
Ullrich, Frank, Roney Plaza H., Miaml, 
Vv 
Valente, Val... Marquards C., S. F. 
Valentine, Jads, Statler H., Boston. 
Vallee, Rudy, care O. C. A., 1619 Broad« 
way, N. Ke 
Van Cleef, } 41 Paterson St.. New 
Brunswick, N. J. 
Van Steeden, Peter, Towers H., Brooke 
lyn, N. Y. 
Vogel, Ralph, 2562 Coral St., Phila. 
Voorhees, Don, WEAF, N. Y > 
WwW 
Waring’s Penna, c-o J. O'Connor, Hame 
merstein T. Bldg., NM. F. C. 
Weber, Thos., Hollywood Knickerbocket 
H., Hollywood. 
Weeks, Anson, St. Regis H., N. Y. C. 
Weems, Ted, Club Forest, New Orlean®& 
Wendt, Geo., Roof Garden C., 8. F. 
Welch, Roy, Fulton-Royal, B’ klyn. 
Werner, Ed.. Michigan T., Detroit. 
Wesley, Jos., 317 12th Ave., Milwaukee. 
Wetter, Jos., 617 Adams Ave., Scrantom 
Pa, 
Whidden, Ed, 125 Dikeman St., Brookly®& 
Whiteman, Paul, Biltmore H.. N. ¥. C. 
Whityre, Everett, New Hartford, N, Y. 
Wilkins, Don, Fox T., San Diego, Cal. 
Williamson, Ted.. fsle of Palms A, 


Charleston, S. C. 


Wilson, Billy, Du Pont H., Wilmington. 


Wilson, Clare, Madison Gardens, Tolede. 
Wilson, Meredith, Station KFC, S. F. 


Winebrenner, W. S., 267 Frederick St. 
Hanover, Pa 
Wittstein, Eddie, New Haven. 


Wolf, Leo, Vanity Fair C., Chicago 





(Continued on page 54) 
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"NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 


| 

| MAYFAIR GARDENS 
New York, Oct. 25. 

This intimate little spot under- 


neath the street level, with its gzood- 
natured rowdiness, reopened Tues- 





Hollywood Restaurant 
New York, Oct. 30. 
The Hollywood is still the champ 
yaass money maker in the nite club 
business on both sides of the At-/day night under joint management 
lantic. With 1,200 capacity, the Billy, Gallagher and Joe Pope. 
, urnover has seen this pop|/ts been closed over the summer. 
seth a : ° re P | The atmosphere of the Mayfair Gar- 
priced nitery hitting $20,000 weekly | gens js more akin to that of older 
grosses, and better, which is plenty 


days. Entertainment of some kind 
of bucks for straight food consider- 


at all times far into the night, and 
ing that there’s no couvert nor sell- it should prove popular with the 
ing. Noel 


late mob particularly. 
ae Sherman and Billy Arnold 
The minimum check after 10 p. m. : ~ 
is $2, but it’s gaited for a $2.50 aver- are the producers of the floor show. 
age per person, with the $1.50 for 


It carries Laurette Adams as m.c., 
. who works a la Tex Guinan and at- 

chowmein and $1 a bottle for ginger 

ale. At dinner the club meals range 


tempts with success to instill a 
very-much-at-home feeling among 
from $1.50 to $2 for everything, no}the guests. 
couvert, which is a swell buy con- 


Miss Adams’ material 
could be strengthened. 
gidering the fancy floor show Joe 


Principals include Dorothy Max- 


Moss and Jacob Amron have on tap.|ine, dancer; Al Parker, Russian 
The revue entertainment has hit as |singer-dancer; Muriel Ellis, blues 
high as $7,000 or $8,000 a week,/singer; Irene Faery, specialty 


counting the production investment, | dancer, and Benny Tracey and Al 
etc. It fluctuates however, dimin- 
ishing in the summer when produc- 
tion lookers can be had for $30 and 
$40 a week, but tilts to $60 a girl 


when they’re doubling from the re- } . 
vues when the new season rolls | Sonality and kicks out a buck num- 


around. There are 24 gals, six | ber that’s surefire. Later on she 
showgirls, six ponies, a trio of semi- | 294 Eddie Ray team up for doubles, 


Ff including a rumba toward the finish 
trips and the usual one or two al- | ™CiUeins L TON ; 
mane 100% nudes “" | which is the show's big sock. Muriel 


: ee Elliss displays nice style on song 
With NTG now out of the Moss- 


numbers, ranging from blues to 
Amron combination after three years | ‘Pagliacci’ 
starting with them as the original 
producer and m. c., the nude thing 
seems to have tapered off a bit and 
it’s not so emphatic. That’s an im- 
provement. There’s plenty of epid- 
ermis exposure without leaving the 
kids wide open to flu. At that it’s 
a wonder they don’t go bullish on 
colds as the ventilation is some- 
times a bit airy. 

That show must be murder for 
everybody, doing it three times a 
day some days (holidays, etc.). It’s 
almost a two hour show complete 
and holds lots for the average mugg 
trade. 

The customers are of the Ridge- 
wood-East New York-Weehawken- 
Flushing category, not to mention 
the tourists who have gotten to look 
upon the Hollywood as an institu- 
tion. The rodeo cowpunchers from 
the Garden were the champ visiting 
customers all week going big for 
the undraped stuff and returning 
often. They're a good flash for the 
joint incidentally, in their fancy 
cowskin vests, high-heeled boots, 
chaps, etc., and Moss wisely saw to 
it they’re prominent on ringside. 
After all even the waiters wear din- 
ner jackets. 

The show is a pip. It evidences 
the same painstaking application 
which’ made the Hollywood. Not 
just Lit and number, but with spe- 
cial lyrics and music by Harold 
Adamson and Jesse Greer, and Billy 
Holbrook staging the dances. 

Fowler and Tamara with their 
ultra dances head the revue. Their 
¢crincline number allows for a 
corking production flash to climax 
one half and their intricate stepol- 
ogy is the zippy top-off for the 
Mardi Gras ‘Nawleans’ finale. 

The cute Collette Sisters, Frank 
Hazzard’s tenoring; Blanche Bow’s 
intriguing ‘dizzy’ hotcha; the comely 
Vercelle and Sinnott (they look like 
sisters, and are the prize lookers 
among the principals), the Climas, 
Iris Adrian and Isham Jones’ CBS 
band are the featured talent, and 


song doubles from a piano which is 
pushed around for close-range vo- 
calisthentics. 

Miss Maxine unloads a cute per- 


Faery up ahead should switch places 


down. It's the acro single which 
lends the show one of its highlights. 
Nice nine-piece band combination, 
also. Char. 


EDGEWATER BEACH 


Chicago, Oct. 20. 

Going back to 1930 and reading 
the roll call up to the present time, 
the Edgewater Beach Hotel Marine 
dining room had these _ bands: 
Marty Stone, Phil Spitalny, Paul 
Whiteman, Charlie Agnew, Lew Di- 
amond and Mark Fisher. Few spots 
of the relative importance of the 
Edgewater Beach could present a 
list so varied. 

There is obviously no generaliza- 
tion to be made as to policy. The 
Edgewater has been and is devoted 
to expediency. It is also devoted to 
economy. At the present time it 
was deemed both expedient and 
economical to hire Mark Fisher, 
now installed for the winter season. 

Fisher was expedient because, 
first, he is locally a name and has 
spent several years as m. ¢. and 
singer for Balaban & Katz. Sec- 
ondly, he sang at the Edgewater 
Beach with the old Russo-Fiorita 
orchestra, and is properly classifi- 
able as a native son come home. 
Thirdly,~on the score of economy, 
he cannot, as a leader serving a 
novitiate, command the do-re-me 
the house would have to pay for 
an established dance combination 
whose leader possessed comparable 
merits. 

From Fisher's standpoint he gets 
a chance to step from the played- 
out house m. ¢. thing into the fra- 
ternity of dance bandsman. He 
starts not in a chowmeinery, where 
new bands ordinarily take their 
first coatings of shellac, but in a 
caviar casino of national repute. 
That’s not to be sneezed at, even 





all oke. They do their stint gen- | though the Edgewater’s ideas on 
a coin have become increasingly 


erously and well. 

The Hollywood has become the 
scene of hooplas for lodges, clubs 
and societies, the place making a 
bid for that sort of trade, and Joe 
Moss wisely gives the peasants the 
builder-upper by an announcement 
of the various organizations pres- 
ent, via George Givot, who m. c.’s. 
The ‘chumps go big for it; they 
even applaud themselves. Fred 
Keating opens this week as m. ¢c. 

Abel. 


just a little prone to regard glory 
as a substitute for mazuma. 

A band built from scratch neces- 
sarily needs seasoning, and that’s 
what Mark Fisher's requires right 
now. It is possibly two months old, 
counting from its birth on a memo- 
randum pad in the office of Kenna- 
way. In that time the mustering of 
talent and the drilling of recruits 
into a co-ordinated whole have pro- 
ceeded with marked = success. It 
sounded good even while as yet 








ity as an organization. 

These 
Weiss, violin; 
Scott, trumpets; Bobby Christian, 
drums; Ray Bluett, Mike Manguso, 


“Underneath the Harlem 
Moon” 

“We're Alone” 

“Ah, But I’ve Learned” 





“ : | Hiily Edelstein, Hobart Grimes; 

When I’m Sippin’ a Soda]! saxes; Isadore Ginsberg, _ bass; 

; oa)? | Charles Buckwalter, piano; Johnny 

‘6 With Susie - | Parsons, trombone; Ralph Mazzo, 
Who’d Believe | banjo. 

| Mark Fisher’s singing is, of 


“I Cannot Tell You Why” Pag oS, 1 io the 
“ , ” course, 1 lighhbght, as it is 1€ 
You rea Symphony of Love core of the orchestra and the rea- 


son for its being. Fisher can wham 
eSYLVA BROWN a number across. His tenor is 
’ melodiously powerful. He is no de- 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


tonsiled crooner, but a full-bodied 
745-7th Ave., New York 


Caruso. Sentimentally remembered 
by, and attached to, ‘Sally.’ he never 
| fails to present this tenor’s delight 

Fisher doesn't look like a man t 











same |; whom a white-haired and slightly 
gibberish old gent would shout from 

Listen to the German Band the fioor: ‘Mark, you're just the 
same as you were 10 years ago.’ 


“_-And So to Bed” 
Strange Interlude 
Mardi Gras 


MILLER MUSIC, INC. 
62 West 45th St., New York City 


| That remark and a few others over- 
heard of similar characters attests 
to how long Fisher has been around 
Chicago and how deeply etched is 
the impression he created 

He smiles a lot, and that helps In 
these days of poker-faced maestros 











Gale, who top the show’s finale with | 


The acrobatic specialty by Irene | 


on show with the toe jazz farther | 


stringent and the establishment is | 


| without any noteworthy individual- | 


lads were sworn in: Bill | 
Jack Chileutt, Billy ! 





PITT BULLISH ON NITE 


LIFE, BUT BIZ IS TUFF | 
| 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 31. 
What looked like a slim nite club 


season around here a couple of 


weeks ago has suddenly developed 
into a free-for-all, with openings 
every night or so. With Nixon cafe 
Ooniy site under way a fortnight 
back, town is now over-run with | 
late spots, more than half a dozen | 
springing up. Pretty tough sled- 
ding though. 

Chief among the new spots is Wil- 
liam Penn Hotel's 1,200-seat Chat- 
terbox, Joseph Urban’s latest con- 
ception. A buck cover week nights, 
with $1.50 Saturday, with Johnny 
Hamps band and a floor show. 
Others to relight are Joe Hiller’s 
Show Boat, Eddie Peyton's, Plaza 
Cafe, Ville Royale, Sanders’ Inn 
Saturday Supper Club and Eddi« 
Hartner’s Summit Club. All of them 
have a cover, ranging from 25c to 
$1.50. 











WHITEMAN INTENT ON 
WORLD’S FAIR AT 86'S 


Paul Whiteman has decided not} 
to accept any one of the dine-and- 
dance stand proposition made to| 
him for the band’s services follow- | 








a as 
going through with the run ar- 
ranged for him at the Chicago 
World Fair the coming spring by 
the NBc Artists Service. 

Exposition engagement guarantees 
his organization an income of $8,000 
a week, with a substantial slice of 
this going to him personally. 


3 MOVE TO MDS 


Lawrence, Caesar, Moret Join Cen- 
tral Shipping 











Three more publishing firms have 
turned over their sheet distributing 
to the Music Dealers Service, Inc. 
Newcomers consist of Lawrence 
Music, Irving Caesar, Inc., and Villa 
Moret, Inc. 

Central bureau starts shipping for 
the trio tomorrow (1). 





EXTENSION FOR HEIDT 

Horace Heidt and his Californians 
will continue at the RKO Golden 
Gate, ’Frisco, two weeks after their 
second eight weeks’ contract expires 
Dec. 3. 

Following the ’Frisco engagement 
Heidt will probably be shifted to 
another RKO stand, although he is 
negotiating for New Orleans and 


| ing the stretch at the Biltmore hotel, | a Fanchon & Marco unit for 30-40 


He has his mind set upon}, 


Coast Songlegging 


—_—__— 


New Floor Shows 
‘Sent to Canal Zone 
To Speed Nite Biz 


Los Angeles, Oct. 31, 
Panama's chfe life is on the pick- 
up, and for the first time in months 
agents here are setting in enter- 
tainers in the southern resorts. 
silgrays, Kelly's Ritz and another 


San Francisco, Oct. 31. 

Song sheet sales are so big 
locally one composer has placed 
a number on a royalty basis 
with publishers of the illegal 
sheets. 

Netting such 
that the: 
all ’Frisco writers to spot tunes 
with street merchants in pref- 
erence to the legit publishers. 


MUSIC PLUG COST DOWN; 


sweet returns 
e's a tendency among 














local bookers, 
10 entertainers spotted at Bilgrays 
'in Colon. First group of 15 shipped 
Oct. 10 for Panama City, to appear 
on the floor of the Ritz. 

Another contingent leaves here 
Nov. 7. Night spot for this outfit 
not yet definite. 

Johnnie Stoffell, 


‘CONCENTRATE ON CHAIN nightery have ordered talent -from 
Latest to sail were 
<n | 


If sheet music sales aren't there 


it’s at least costing less to exploit 
songs, since the two radio chains 


are the most effective means for | 
exploitation, 
manager of 


That’s why such things as ‘act/ _. . 
: : | Kelly’s, has returned south after 
men’ are almost without value aS | two weeks here lining up talent. 
it’s too slow to popularize a song | Victoria Wolfe, absent for some 


nowadays through the regular stage | time from Bilgrays, is back as mane 


channels, What playing ‘time’ is} 
left, the talent uses songs peculiarly | 
suitable to their deliveries, and that 
further minimizes the value of the 
plug. 

The radio bands and singers can 
get a tune into the air in a couple 
of weeks. That’s why a plug with 


; ager. 


STOKOWSKI TO BATON 
RADIO CITY BENEFIT 


Leopold Stokowski makes his de- 
but in Radio City the Sunday after 
Christmas as the conductor of the 





weeks has none of the sense of 
'achievement in a song plugger’s 


| career as in the past, for the reason first of a series of concerts ar- 
[that by the time the F&M unit ranged by Roxy at the Rockefeller 


lnite ite Afth week er se the sone center’s Music Hall for the benefit 
peg eect: bis ; - of New York's unemployed mu- 
is already passe. 

The only other worth-while plugs 
are the rotating bands’ which, 
whether mediocre or top-notch, be- | number 225 men, with Erno Rapee’s 
come the ace song exploiteers aS|regular symphonic unit serving as 
they hit certain key hotels. That/the nucleus. 
hotel, if of a standing that can af- sai : 
ford a traveling band attraction, ; r 
also commands the most important M-R S Diva 

Rosa Low, coloratura’ soprano 
from opera and concert, is the lat- 


radio wire, hence its value to the 
music men, 
DICK POWERS GIVES UP |est addition to the Mills-Rockwell 
| representation list. 
THE GHOST: GOES REMICK | Singer did a sustaining stretch 
’ for NBC last summer. 


Detroit’s $40,000 Room 
By Urban at Book-Cad. 


Detroit, Oct. 31. 
The Book-Cadillaec hotel is having 
its Mayfair Room redecorated by 
Joseph Urban at a cost of about 
$40,000. Room closed Oct. 28 to ree 
open Nov. 5 with Johnny Hamp. 
Urban made all the new decora- 
tions in New York thereby allowing 
for only one week’s closing. 


sicians, 
Orchestra brought together for 
Stokowski'’s guest appearance will 




















Dick Powers has joined Remick’s 
with the title of business manager. 
Meanwhile, he’s trying to liquidate 
the Stept & Powers stock and cata- 
log. As soon as these are disposed 
of the S & P offices will be closed 
and the firm put through the dis- 
solution process. 

Sammy Sept dropped out of the 
partnership's operations several 
weeks ago. 











Dallas hotel dates. 





WALTER FORTS’ DIVORCED 
Rochester, Oct. 31. 


Walter Fort, musician, was grant- 
ed an interlocutory decree of 
divorce from Patricia Duvall Fort 
of Bobby Byrne’s 14 Brick Tops, 
vaude girl band. Supreme Court 
Justice Clyde W. Knapp signed the 











ART JELL DIES Deal in Hillbillies 
piss Bob Miller, writer of ‘Twenty-one 


Coast Orchestra Leader Succumbs | years’ and former manager of Co- 

To War Wounds lumbia Phonograph’s hillbilly de- 
partment, has been signatured by 
Irving Berlin for a long row of hill- 





Art Jell, 36, orchestra leader who 
was one of the stock musical di- | billy tunes. 
rectors at Fox studios, died from Contract gives Berlin exclusive 
war disabilities at Marine hospital, | call on Miller's output up to 48 
San Diego, Oct. 29. numbers. 








papers after testimony by Joseph Prior to going to the hospital, 
| Pennica, another Rochester musi- | Jell had an orchestra at the Airport a . - 
| cian Gardens, Glendale, Cal. ¢ Melody 
| The action was not contested. in int ai prime WY HAMP 
| New N. O. Nite Spot JOHN eee 
| sa — Nov yom © : 
| whose personalities, if any, are New Orleans, Oct. 31. Ope riset sree cel ‘in Detrer 
| frozen solid in seven layers of ennui. ; ; nok Cadillac ia th 

3 “he . artre is > Ne — 00 ‘ ’ 
Fisher's smile, rightly or not, passes . ¥ he Montm urtre is to be New O1 a proadcastine. .. hit he 
| as bona fide. It isn’t painted on the | !eans’ newest night club. Housed in | net wor says mite.—** 
| scenery. the old rathskeller which later be- cause P 

? » ws > > “je ‘ e 2 in- " y e 

| Trumpeter Billy Scott, wavy of | ©@m™me _ CERES GE “am on = “ove ME TONIGHT 
| hair, stalwart of physique, is an-| berg of St. Louis, the controlling am Lion DREAMS 
| other singer. He diverted most of | factor. ‘A wit w you" 
his endeavors to the radio micro- Montmartre’s only downtown op- eyLe FOLLO ow” 
phone rather than the audience on] posish will be the Silver Slipper, uopocKkaBye mo 


the premises. Isadore Bernstein 
|ever and again barged down from 
the bass sector to go ‘hi-de-hi’ in 
grotesque lowdown. 

Part of the problem both for 
band and hotel is to provide, in ad- 
dition to dance music, a semi- 
| Classical concert music style for 
dining purposes every evening and 
| Sunday afternoon musicales. Edge- 
water does not dance until 10 p. m., | 
out of regard both for the graceful | 
serving of dinner and the large vol- | 
ume of elderly guests at dinner. | 
Dancing is really the ‘second show’ 
of the evening. j 

Olive O'Neil, for umpteen semes- | 
| ters a fixture at the Terrace Gar- 
dens, moves out to bring the femi- |} 
nine touch. She sings, mostly for | 
the radio. also. Fisher was giving 

his voice to the geen and the unseen 
in equal divvy. 

In summary, the winter season | 
|}and Mark Fisher were declared offi- | 
| cially launched, with every expec- | 
tation that time would bring both | 
|} of them a fair share of what’s left 
of prosperity. Land. 


| 





audiences 


operated by Columbo, DiFranco and | $ 
Valenti. Slipper has Abbie Orunies . 6B B é on 
be d. 
oe ce mes, BO Bereertil 
” ve “ 
HERE AND THERE  {ma799 4©%yew YOR 








Betty Tillotson, New York concert 
manager, in voluntary bankruptcy; 
$9,092 in liabilities, no assets. 


The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars March Song 


Dedicated to the V. F. ° 
Piano, 25c; Orchestra, 40¢; 
Band, 50c. Postpaid 
Published by 


Sam Coslow and Arthur Johnston 
are writing six numbers for Kate 
Smith to sing in her forthcoming JOHN MURRAY 
Faramount starring picture, ten- 123 Bell Street, Belleville, N. J. 


tatively titled ‘Moon Song.’ pared 


os ~ — 


JACK DUNN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
90th Week, Rainbow Gardens 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 














Bobby Gross, coast Santly repre- 
sentative, and family move to San 
Francisco from Los Angeles Nov. 1 
to headquarter there permanently 

Art Schwartz, coast rep for Wit- 
week for a two 
in New York. 


mark, leaves this 


WEEKS vacation 
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OBITUARY 


DAVID HARTFORD 


David Hartford, stage and 
screen director and actor, died of a 
heart attack Saturday (29), at a 
Hollywood political meeting . 

Hartford was born in Ontonoian, 
Mich., and graduated at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. He was a 
stage director for Starr & Havilin 
and was starred by them in ‘Mon- 
tana Outlaw,’ ‘The Crackerjack,’ 
and other pieces. Later he became 
director of the Belasco Theatre in 
Los Angeles and for six years held 
the same post with Oliver Morosco, 
directing Richard Bennett, Mar- 
garet Illington, Florence Reed and 
Marjorie Rambeau. He produced 
‘Peg o' My Heart’ on the Coast 
with Laurette Taylor, among other 
plays. He started picture work as 
a director at Universal, where he has 
was also an actor and later became 
an independent producer for the 
indie market under the name of 
David Hartford productions. 

His last acting job was two 
years ago in ‘Rough Romance’ for 
Fox. His widow survives. 


56, 


LAWRENCE R. FLEMING 


Lawrence Reno Fleming, 44, died 
Oct. 23 in Walter Reed hospital, 
Washington, D. C., from heart dis- 
ease. He was end man in Fisher 
and Fleming Minstrels, tent show 
owned and managed by Mr. Fleming 
and the late Robert Fisher of Fair- 


IN MEMORY OF 


FLORENCE 
MILLS 


MY WIFE 


Who departed this life 
November 1, 1931 


U. S. THOMPSON 





r 


mont, W. Va. Formerly was man- 
ager of the Dixie theatre, film house, 
in Fairmont, and Blue Ridge theatre, 
vaudeville house, there. Both the- 
atres have been made into ware- 
houses. 

Last employment before his ill- 
ness was as checker for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer when he covered 
Clarksburg, Grafton, Morgantown 
and other cities in Northern West 
Virginia, 

Burial in Fairmont, 


NELLIE TAYLOR 


Nellie Taylor, former musical 
comedy star, died in London nursing 
home, aged 38. Making her first ap- 
pearance in the chorus of ‘The Ar- 
cadians’ at 16, she rose to front 
rank of singers. 

She starred in George Edwardes’ 
productions and in several Daly's 
and Adelphi musicals, her last ap- 
pearance being in ‘Mayfair to Mont- 

martre’ at the New Oxford in 1922, 
when she married Captain Buck- 
master, former husband of: Gladys 


Cooper. 
She was up to the time of her 
death running a successful florist 


shop in the West End. 


IRENE VARSANYI 


FRANK BERGER 

386, brother of the 
llate Willie Berger, RKO booker, and 
Milt Berger, the agent, died Oct. 
26 in Chicago following an opera- 
tion for a liver tumor. He was at 
one time assistant treasurer of the 
old two-a-day Chicago Palace and 
later produced vaudeville acts in 
the middle west. 

For the past year Berger has 
owned a business in Cleveland al- 
though continuing his Chicago resi- 


Frank Berger, 


dence. A widow and small child 
survive. Burial was in Chicago, 
Oct. 28. 





ROBERT B. KURRLE 


Robert B. Kurrle, 42, chief cam- 
eraman at Warners, died Oct. 27 at 
the Cedars of Lebanon hospital, 
Hollywood, from a rare brain in- 
fection which developed from a cold. 
He had been ill for 10 days. 

He is survived by his widow, 
father and mother and a brother, 
Dr. E. W. Kurrle, all of Hollywood. 
Had been with Warners for the past 
four years, and a cameraman for 
15 years. A news story appears in 
the picture section. 





ANITA OWENS JONES 


Mrs. Anita Owen Jones died in 
New Haven, Oct. 25, of pneumonia. 
She was author of more than 200 
songs and one grand opera, ‘The 
Grand Mogul.’ Her ‘The Girl of 
Yesterday’ is a radio signature. Her 
‘Sweet Bunch of Daisies’ sold in 
excess of 1,000,000 copies. For a 
time she published her own works 
as the Wabash Music Co. 





Survived by her husband, Dr. 
A. T. Jones. 
EMMETT CORRIGAN 
Emmett Corrigan, 65, the Capt. 


Flagg of the stage version of ‘What 
Price Glory,’ the original Ben-Hur 
in the stage play and the leading 
man in many Broadway successes, 
died suddenly in Los Angeles Oct. 
29. He collapsed while watching a 
game of cards at the Maskers Club 
and died within a few minutes. He 
had a long string of dramatic suc- 
cesses to his credit and had ap- 
peared with distinction in a num- 
ber of screen plays. 


HAROLD MAC GRATH 


Harold Mac Grath, 61, author and 
scenario writer, died in Syracuse 
Oct. 30 after a prolonged illness. 
Chiefly a columnist, poet and fic- 
tion writer, Mac Grath was the au- 
thor of ‘The Perils of Pauline,’ ‘Ad- 
venture of Kathlyn and_ similar 
picture serials and also wrote a 
number of five reel features. Most 
of his novels were adapted to the 
screen. 


GILDA RUTA 


Mme. Gilda Ruta, 79, once known 
as one of the foremost of the Italian 
composers, died in St. Vincent's 
hospital, New York, Oct. 26. Death 
was caused by cerebral hemorrhage. 
She had made appearances here 
with the Philharmonic, Anton Seidl 
and others. Survived by her son, 
Tomessa, with whom she made her 








Irene Varsanyi, 
est dramatic 
Budapest, Oct. 
tion. 

Mme. Varsanyi was with the Vig- 
szinhaz theatre since its beginnings. 
She started her career together 
with the theatre when she was 16, 
and helped to make Vigszinhaz one 
of the foremost stages in Europe. 

One of Irene Varsanyi’s greatest 
triumphs was her interpretation of 
Julika in ‘Liliom,’ the principal part 
in the Molnar play which she cre- 
ated, Her last appearance was last 
season in Deval’s ‘Mademoiselle.’ 


Hungary's great- 
actress, 53, died in 
17, after an opera- 


MARION RUSSELL 

Mrs. Aimee Hercht Farrington, 46, 
died in mera A County hospital, 
Brooklyn, Oct. 28, after a protracted 
illness, P vofessionally known as 
Marion Russell, and as such 
for a number of years in her 
‘The Little Church Around the 
ner,’ which was also made 
picture. She wrote a number 
other dramas, none of which scored. 
Survived by her husband, ,Charles 


play, 
Cor- 


of 


P. Farrington, circus advance man. 
Mrs. Farrington at one time con- 
ducted the motion picture depart- 


ment of the ‘Billboard.’ 


toured | 


into a} 
| 


home in recent years. 
MILTON CORSON 

Milton Corson, 34, died at the 
Post Graduate hospital, New York, 
Sunday (30), after an operation. 

Corson was manager of the 
Plaza theatre, ritzy film house, and 
had been connected for 14 years 
with the Leo Brecher chain, op- 


erators of the house. 





HELENE BUDD POWERS 


r 


Helene Budd Powers, 52, 
actress and little theatre 
and mother of Lucille Powers, 
screen player, died Oct. 22 in Bev- 
erly Hills, Calif. After her little 
theatre association in Dallas, Tex., 
Mrs. Powers was teacher of English 
and dramatic arts at Converse Col- 
lege, Spartanburg, S. C. 





NADINE WINSTON FREEMAN 
Mrs. Maurice Freeman, 
fessionally known as Nadine 
ton, died Oct. 19 at her home 
Patchogue, L. I. Well known as a 
leading woman in and had 
| supported her husband in vaude- 
| ville. Her last New York appear- 
ance was in ‘The Fall of Eve.’ 


IDA HOWARD 
Howard 
a Va ae 
Oct.‘ 26, after a 
of 18 months 
Ludeville 


Wins- 


stock 





| Ida died 


Sar- 


ill- 


vaude playe 
Sanitarium in 


lingering 


at the 
anac, 

nes 
| In 


she was 


former } 
director | 


62,, pro- | 


in | 


Howard and Them; a dog act. Hus- 
band, mother 
3urial in Cleveland, Ohio, 





ANDRE P. VERDIER 


Andre Paul Verdier, 83, at one 
time leader of the Opera Honse or- 
chestra and Easton (Pa.) band, 
died at Chico, Calif., where he re- 
sided after his retirement. He 
played with some of the leading or- 
chestras and bands in Europe be- 
fore coming to America. 





H. A. O'BRIEN 

H. A. O’Brien, a pioneer in the 
picture field at Troy, died at his 
home at 449 Fifth avenue, Troy, 
Thursday. 

He entered the picture business 
25 years ago in the old Power Opera 
House and continued active for 


many years. 
\ 





SOL BERGER 


Sol Berger, 50, orchestra leader, 
died in the Polyclinic hospital, New 
York, Oct. 25 as the result of in- 
juries sustained a few hours earlier 
when struck by a bus swinging into 
the Capitol terminal runway. 
Survived by a wife, daughter and 
son, 


MARJORIE COWAN 


Marjorie Cowan, radio. station 
singer in San Francisco, was killed 
Oct. 25 when the auto in which she 
was riding with three others went 
over an embankment some 30 miles 
from Modesto. 


JEANNETTE V. SMITH 


Mrs. Jeannette V. Smith, former 
noted violinist, who in 1905 toured 
the United States with Emma 
Calve, died Oct. 20 at Newtonville, 
Mass. 


ELSA HOFFMAN WHITE 


Elsa Hoffman White, 54, former 
legit and vaude actress, died Oct. 
24 in Hollywood. She is survived 
by her husband, Albert A. White; 
mother and three brothers. 


The father of Zena and Phyllis 
Dare, Arthur Albert Dones, died in 
London Oct. 11, aged 70. For years 
he was clerk to Lord Jersey, High 
Court Judge, and later president of 
Probate, Admiralty and Divorce 
Division. It was largely due to his 
encouragement and help that his 
caughters carved out a stage career, 
becoming the most noted postcard 
beauties of their day. 





Mother, 76, of Gus Arnheim, or- 
chestra leader, died Oct. 23 in Los 
Angeles. 


Mother, 72, of James Coston, Chi- 
cago director of Warner theatres, 
died Oct. 22. Burial in Chicago, 
Oct. 24. 





Exploitation 





(Continued from page 17) 


win a prize. You see, I write so 
darned big that even when I tried I 
could not get down to size. That is 
not a blot. It’s just a part of the 
capital letter in ‘The’.’ 
Manager put the card and the let- 
ter in a lobby frame and set it into 
a store window. Contestant was 
awarded a booby prize, 
Peppered Farade 
Akron. 

When President Hoover came to 
Akron on his stumping tour Ernie 
Austgen of Loew’s had ‘Phantom 
President.’ People stood lined up 
along the route to be taken by the 
presidential party for an hour of 
more. Austgen put out a flock of 
boys with what purported to be the 
official ballot of the Party of Razz. 
Cohan was down for prez, with 
Jimmy Durante as v. p. and Clau- 
dette Colbert as first lady of the 
land. The usual party mark was 
Durante’s profile with the urge to 
‘Vote Every Schnozzle.” Platform 
was a seat for every pair of pants, 
| two hamburgers to each bun, the 
one day week and six-day week end 
and a job for every relative. 


Gun Tie Up 


Helen Harrison, of Freuler 





| 


Asso- 


pictures. 
pop guns with the kid's autograph 
and wild west scenes on the stock. 





| That's supposed to make it some- | 
thing more than just an air rifle. 
| Payoff angle is that the boy star 
| gets pages in the juvenile and home 
| mags, one sheets in dealers’ win- 
| dows and, of course, the publicity 
i from the young owners. } 
| Quincy, Il 
Orpheum and Belasco theatres 
have been reopened for the season 
;}QOrpheum played Saturdays and 
| Sundays only over the summer, 
| while the Belasco was closed en- 
tirely Perry Hoeffler manages 


and sister survive. 


ciates, has engineered a tie up with 
the Daizy air gun for Buzz Barton |} 


It’s a special model of the | 
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Suit to recover $215 was filed in 
Municipal court by Attorney David 
Dautoff on behalf of Milton Bren 
against Ben Grauman Cohen, writer. 
Bren asks for $105 he advanced 
Cohen and $110 commissions al- 
leged to be due. 





publicity man _ for 
‘Rose of Flanders, has filed a wage 
claim with the state labor commis- 
sion against Finger, Gelberg and 
Royce, producers of the musical, 
for $50. 


Ray Coffin, 





R. N. Reddig, Eagle Rock picture 
house owner, haled before the labor 
commission on a charge he failed 
to pay Daniel Knop, operator, $59 


wages due. 


For writing radio continuity in 
1928, N. W. Frederick of San Luis 
Obispo has submitted a claim for 
unpaid wages before the state labor 
commission at Los Angeles, seeking 
$86 from Bert Butterworth. 





Al Wark, sound technician, al- 
leges that Tom Griffith, producer of 
‘Mad Justice,’ indie film, still owes 
him $111. 





Gladys C. Fraser, secretary, and 
Elsie Akers, stenographer, are ask- 
ing the state labor commission to 


collect $45 unpaid wages they claim 
International Transcriptions, Ltd., 
owes them. 





Mission Playhouse is the target 
of a $200 wage claim made by Wil- 
liam L. McCormick, gardener. 





Elsie M. Nelson, secretary at the 
Metropolitan Sound Studios, which 
has been taken over by Educational, 
filed a complaint for unpaid wages 





against the former Christie Brothe 
ers’ firm, claiming $120. 





Morrie B. Streeter, musical direc- 
tor, who staged a Santa Ana per- 
formance of ‘Pinafore’ for William 
H. Blackburn, scenic artist and pro- 
moter of the show, has entered a 
complaint against Blackburn with 
the labor commission, asking for 
$94 salary due. 





Postal Telegraph and Al Heller, 
Chicago, have entered a joint suit 
in Municipal court against Kubec 
Glasmon. Postal wants $6.15 and 
Heller is suing on a $500 note 
signed by Jack Glassman, defend- 
ant’s real name, at Oak Park, IIL, 
in August, 1927. 





Charles Grasso, musician, entered 
a state labor commission claim for 
$27 wages due from Tom Murray, 
who has a hillbilly hour over KFI, 





H. and Mary Venske won their 
suit in Superior court against Ma. 
dame Fred de Gresac Maurel, scen- 
arist, to foreclose a $14,000 mort. 
gage held on her Santa Monica 
home to satisfy a $7,320 balance. 





John Wayne is being sued by the 
La Brea Dog and Cat hospital for 
$53. Actor assertedly owes the 
money for services given his canine, 





Vivienne Osborne had her house 
done over and then _  assertedly 
didn’t pav the Marine Hardware Co, 
its bill. Actress is being sued by 
the firm for $110. Brand, Aaron and 
Zazon are attorneys for Miss Os- 
borne. 


Final decree awarded Josephine 
Dunn in her divorce against Clyde 
E. Greathouse by the Superior court 
Friday (28). 





Saranac Lake 


(Continued from page 28) 
nice comeback....When it comes to 
spreading good cheer the brass ring 
goes to Bobby Graham, that To- 
ronto boy....Ruth Etting parade at 
the lodge, 20 ladies sporting new 
bed jackets, a gift from Ruth. 
Addresses of those at the N.V.A. 
Sanitorium and elsewhere: 

N.V.A. San. 
Tommy Abbott, Dan Astella, Fred 
Bachman Stella Barrett, Happy 
Benway, Charles Bloomfield, Fred 
Buck, William Canton, Alice Car- 
man, Fifi Climas, Ethel Clouds, ‘Sid- 
ney Cohan, Edith Cohen, Leonard 
Cowley, Mae Delany, John Dempsey 
Frisco DeVere, Harry English, Jack 
Flaum, Natalie Feldman, Olga Gaier, 
Jack Girard, Chris Hagedorn, Doro- 
thy Harvard, George Harmon, Ruth 
Hatch, James Hicks, Ida Howard. 
Millie Jasper, Elsie Johnson, Je- 
anene LaFaun, Lilly Lenora, John 
Louden, Joe McCormick, Joe Baker, 
Mike McMam2e, Lawrence McCar- 
thy, Phvylis Milford, Alma Montague, 
Richard Moore, Danny Murphy, 
Harry Namba, Loran Newell, Gladys 
Palmer, Angela Papulis, Joseph 
Parker, Louie Rheingold, Annamae 
Powers, Nellie Quealy, Ford Ray- 
mond, Fred Rith, Ben Shaffer, 
Toni Temple, Tommy Vicks, Cathe- 
rine Vogelle, Eddie Voss, James 
Williams, Xela Edwards, Dorothy 
Wilson, Lillian Zetgler. 


Harry Barrett, Charley Barrett, 
302 Broadway; Charley’ Bordley, 
tiverside hotel; James Chambers, 
Raybrook, N. Y.:Marion Greene, 58 





Riverside Drive; Margaret Grove, 
914 Church street; Dave (D.D.H.) 
Hall, 7614 Bloomingdale avenue; 
Mannie Lowy, 24 Helen street: 
Marilyn Moran, Raybrook, N. Y.; 
Andrew Molony, 26 Front street; 
Rita Nolan, Raybrook, N. Y.:; Joe 
Reilly, 54 Sheppard avenue; Jack 
Nicoll, care of 901 Taxi: Freddy | 
Stockman, Raybrook, N. Y. 


Teddy Lorraine, H. L. Pech, Jack 
Altree, Jack Kroos, Jack Bocksmith, 
Francis Dugan, all at Sunmount, 
a Be 

Newcomers during Sept.-Oct.: 
Joe McCormick, Natalie Feldman, 
Sidney Cohan, Ruth Hatch. 

Left during Sept.-Oct.; Charles 
Libecap, Helen O'Reilly, Russ Kelly, 
Thelma Meeker, George Neville, 
Vernon Lawrence, Tom Creamer. 

Write to those you know at Sarae 
nac and elsewhere who are ill. 


B. and O. Routes 
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c-o Fanchon & Marco, 


(Continued from page 


Wolfe, Rube, 
Holly wood. 
Wolohan, Johnny, El! Patio B. R., 8S. F. 
Wright, Joe, 410 Mills Bldg., 8. F. 
Wunderlich, F., 1587 E. 19th 8t., Bklya. 
Wylie, Allister, Coronado H., St. L. 


z 


Zooper's Arabian Knights, Keego Harbor, 
Cass Lake. Mich. 


————=— 








DOROTHEA ANTEL 


316 W. 72d St.. New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 


New Assortment ot 
GREETING CARDS 
For Al) Occasions 
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RKO STATE-LAKE 


CHICAGO 


DOROTHY LEE, HERB WIL- 
LIAMS, E0GAR BERGEN, RAY 
aad HARRISON and Cthers. 


— On the Screen — 


“ONCE IN A LIFETIME” 
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Setting Skillfully Executed 


| 


Modern 
Creations 





Put Your Act Over in a Big Way with an Attractive Stage 
with 


| Los Angeles Scenic Studios, 


LOS ANGELES, 


SCENERY 


Character and Individuality 


For the 
Stage 


CALIFORNIA 
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SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 
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MIDWAY OUTLOOK 


Exposition Management Not 
in Harmony with Ideas of 
Concessionnaires — Expo 
Already Cheapened by 
Permitting Carnival Stuff 
Despite Grandiose An- 
nouncements — Showmen 
Excluded from Councils 


LOTS OF ‘IFS—’ 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 


Midway attractions — shows, 


spectacles, rides, novelties, games, 
food and drink parlors—the show- 
man’s part of the Century of Prog- 
ress Exposition in 1933 ought to 
gross $40,000,000. In 1893 the Chi- 
cago World’s Fair of that year 
garnered $16,000,000 gross from its 
concessions. Figure for 1933 is 
made by outside showmen, not the 
Exposition itself. 


But this bland expectation is sub- 
ject to an important qualification. 
Big grosses along the Midway are 
contingent upon proper organiza- 
lion and operation by the Exposi- 
tion. And showmen are very skep- 
tical that the full possibilities can 
be realized under the divided au- 
thority and confused thinking that 
up to now seem typical of the Ex- 
position management. 

Of course, concessionnaires never 
fight with Exposition managements. 
They’re too tactful. But invariably 
the concessionnaires form their own 
organization to protect the very 
considerable amounts of capital in- 
vested in World Fair concessions. 
Such an organization was formed 
here last week. It would not pub- 
licly admit a lot of purposes that it 
privately holds. 


Not Impressive 


At present a number of midway 
attractions are open and operating 
and these have given the Exposition 
a reputation for gross ignorance of 
what an amusement street should 
be. Showmen have _ pointed out 
some of the errors already com- 
mitted: 

(1) Setting up a series of port- 
able rides of the type every jerk- 
water town in the country has seen 
with traveling carnivals and which 
cannot be reconciled with World 
Fair standards. 

(2) Building ‘dead spots’ like 
Fort Dearborn replica and the 
Lincoln display in the heart of the 
Midway where life and activity 
ought to be focused. Lincoln dis- 
play because of its character as a 
semi-sacred patriotic shrine is par- 
ticularly out of place on the Mid- 
Way and should have been, set up 
elsewhere. 

(3) Making no provisions in the 
big buildings for refreshments of 
any kind. 

But from the showman’s view- 
Point possibly the most unattrac- 
tive symptom is the intention of 
barring cash as a medium of ex- 
change. Naturally the Exposition 
hopes thereby to control and sim- 
plify bookkeeping and effectively to 
prevent any possibility of short- 
changing or similar abuses. Show- 
men know from experience that 
they lose revenue under any ticket 
System because having 50 cents 
worth of tickets in his pocket the 
average customer will not go back 
to the ticket booth for 25 cents 
more if the price is 75 cents. In- 
stead too many customers will just 
Pass by and not spend at all. This 
is deemed equivalent to the man- 
agement putting fish-hooks in the 
Public’s pockets. 

Fine-Sounding Theories 


Showmen deplore the absence of 
showmen in the Exposition man- 
agement. This condition is a re- 
sult of the Exposition’s original 
ntention of barring from participa- 


| 
tion 
|; previous 
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with 
experience. 


anybody and everybody 


Exposition 


| Theory was that in Chicago’s 1933 


| affair nothing 
| seen before should be set up. 


TRIPLES dd FAIR 


| 








that had ever been 
After 
getting a load of these rides. Afri- 
can dips, shooting galleries, and alli- 
gator farm, the international show- 
men of world-wide experience 
laughed themselves into a state of 
tolerant sympathy for the _ the- 
oretical impracticality 
position. 

Meanwhile the Exposition 
as to the larger buildings, 
declared 80% complete 


itself, 
etc., is 
but it’s 


doubtful if the Midway is over 25% | 


set at present. 
National Dairy has the ice cream, 
Swift the frankfurters, and several] 


of the Ex- | 


Literati 





(Continued from page 47) 


| > . . 
;} been taking on his street circula- 
' tion, 


First step in the expansion plans 

,of Dagobert D, Runes, magazine 
| publisher, is a new periodical, ‘The 
| Modern Psychologist.’ With that set, 
; Runes will then turn book publish- 
fer, in addition. 
Runes personally editing ‘The 
| Modern Psychologist,’ which is in- 
tended to be a sort of companion to 
his ‘The Modern Thinker.’ 


| Runes Expanding 


of the other bigger foodstuff priv- | 


ileges have been set. But the shows, 
novelties and other attractions that 


bring the people. who buy the hot | 


dogs and eat the ice cream are very 
much up in the air. 





Miss Hepburn’s Work 


(Continued from page 2) 


put her foot down with a good, 


sturdy thwack. 


What did her socially prominent 
family think of her picture career? 
—was she really married, as one 
columnist had said?—to these ques- 
tions Miss Hepburn replied ‘I'm not 
interested.’ 

‘I know that my first interviewer 
loathed me,’ Miss Hepburn rem- 
inisces, in perfectly good humor. ‘I 
don’t blame her. She was sent to 
obtain certain information. I was 
the only one who could give it. I 
preferred not to. It’s too bad. She 
may loathe me if she likes. It can 
have nothing to do. with the good 
or bad performance I give in my 
next picture.’ 

She brings to the home-office pro- 
duction the same personality that 
she brought to the sereen, that of 
an independent, brisk young thing, 
slashing through her likes and her 
dislikes. She curls up informally 
in a large office chair, mentions 
having chosen the seat against the 
window because light that strikes 
through her hair will not expose 
her freckles, discusses her bad 
points with candor. 

‘When I arrived on the RKO lot,’ 
Miss Hepburn testifies, ‘the studio 
nearly expired. They looked at me 
and said, ‘Huh, what have we 
here??’ They commanded me to 
change my costumes, rushed me to 
the hairdresser for a complete re- 
doing. They were right about my 
hair dress. Drawn severely off my 
face it made me gaunt. It was in- 


dividual. I liked it that way, but 
the effect was ghoulish on the 
screen.’ 


Unimaginative Accuracy 

She surrendered her coiffure but 
she would not be shaken out of 
preferences for mad little hats and 
extreme costumes. She wheedled a 
little, worked with the wardrobe 
department, did much of her own 
designing. When the daily rushes 
came through the studio agreed 


with her argument. r 
‘I am opposed to literally inter- 
preted costumes,’ she _ explains. 


‘Clothes that want only to be ac- 
curate and characterful limit the 
designer. Sweep and flair are lost. 
I doubt that any English girl would 
own the net over horse-hair frock 
that I wore in ‘The Bill of Divorce- 
ment.’ No one commented on the 
discrepancy. The audience believed 
in my interpretation of an English 
girl. It wasn’t aware of the dress 
except, perhaps, to note that it was 
good and suited my personality.’ 

Miss Hepburn’s future wardrobes 
for the screen will be severe, sim- 
ple and extreme. When they want 
an effect, they will grasp it em- 
phatically. When they’re detailed, 
their decorations will be ‘amusing’ 
—that always useful word of smart, 
young thingdom. 





Carnivals 


(For Current Week—Oct. 31-Nov. 5) 
Bee, F. H., Athens. 
Big State, Hempstead. 
Bunt'’s Greater, Manning. 
Galler’s (Street Fair), Kennett 
Greenburg Am. Co., Temple, 
Hansen, Al C., Clarksdale, 
Krause Greater, Charleston. 
Pag, Union 
Roland Expo., Newbern, 
Valley, Franklin. 
Western, J. W., 


Mo. 


Gartonio, 





Grayson’s L. A. Background 
Charles Grayson, young Holly- 
; wood author, has written finis to a 
‘third novel. Still untitled, it has 
its locale in Los Angeles. 

| Writer had ‘Spotlight Madness’ 
'published by Horace Liveright, and 
|‘Everything Goes,’ by McCauley’s. 
,Latter bogk is being adapted into 
a play. 


Walter Brown Pensioned 

Walter Brown, has resigned as 
gen. mgr. of the Chicago City News 
Bureau because of his health. He 
will take up his residence at Santa 
Fe, N. Mex. A pension was pro- 
vided for the veteran newspaper- 
man who had been with City News 
since 1902. 

Isaac Gershman succeeds Brown. 


Graves’ Book on Bridge 
Ralph Graves, Metro asociate pro- 
ducer, writer and actor, is invading 
a new field. He is writing a book 


on bridge, calling it ‘Hollywood 
Bridge.’ 
No. publisher set, but David 


Graham Fischer, Hollywood pub- 
Tisher, is interested. 


Sequel to ‘Way of Lancer’ 

Bobbs-Merrill will publish ‘Lan- 
cers Down,’ sequel to ‘Way of a 
Lancer,’ recently published first book 
by Richard Boleslavsky, picture di- 
rector. 

Both deal with the director’s ex- 
periences in the Polish cavalry dur- 
ing the war. 


London Press Club 


The Press Club of London cele- 
brated its fiftieth anniversary Oct. 
10. Less than a handful of its or- 
ganizers are still alive. 

The club has suffered many vicis- 
situdes, once having headquarters in 
a cellar, illumniated by candles. 

Its membership is now over 800. 


Love Comes Back 


The love stuff in the pulp maga- 
zine field is picking up slightly with 
detectives also still very much ac- 
tive. 

Western and adventure material 
is reported slightly off but next in 
demand on the newsstands. 





Bashe’s ‘Doomsday Circus’ 


Coward-McCann are publishing 
‘Doomsday Circus,’ new play by Em 
Joe Bashe, who is working in the 
Paramount scenario department on 
the coast. Drama has not been pro- 
duced as yet, requiring a heavy pro- 
duction. 


Lina Basquette’s Novel 
Lina Basquette now playing RKO 
vaudeville, has written a novel, ‘The 
Flame of the Pampas,’ which will 
be published soon by F. C. Stokes. 
It’s her first book. 


Coast’s Racing Sheet 
‘Seratch Sheet,’ a racing leaflet, 
has made 
Angeles listing track information, 
including scratches, handicaps, etc. 





Chatter 

Roy de 8. Horn, the mag editor, 
writes for periodicals other than his 
own. 

Jack DeVine would like to go to 
the Coast. 

Margaret Bell Houston’s ‘Women 
Are Queer’ doesn’t mean it quite 





that way. 


Nei] Bell, whose “The Marriage of | 


its appearance in Los} 





Simon Harper’ out soon, is 
really Stephen Southwold. 

Charles Yale Harrison now living 
in Yonkers and boasting about it. 

Claire Boothe Brokaw is the new 
‘Vanity Fair’ editor, succeeding the 
late Donald Freeman. 

Robert Benchley 
complete title for 
zoes: ‘No Poems, or Around the 
World Backwards and Sideways.’ 
Only Benchley can explain it. 

Harry A. Franck fn town, 

Helen Lewis’ novel, ‘An Ameri- 
can Duchess,’ is largely autobiog. 

Clemence Dane lecturing here be- 
fore going to the Coast to write for 
RKO. 

Don Marquis giving poetry read- 


comes 


finally got a 
that book. It 


ings. 

Noel Meadow publicizing a ‘Kay | 
Francis coat.’ 

Because all other authors are 
given teas, Burton Rascoe got a 


coffee get-together. 

Robert Cantwell will do the ‘New 
Qutlook’ book-of-the-month selec- 
tions. 

e. e. cummings has gone definitely 
upper-case. 

Percy Hillman in Turkey. 

Sada Cowan, the picture scenarist, 
‘has had her first novel published. 
\Called ‘Men. Don’t Know,’ David 
Graham Fischer, of Hollywood, is 
getting it out. 

John Herrmann insists his name 
be spelled that way. 

Leonard — Ehrlich’s first 
‘God’s Angry Man,’ is out. 
teaches English here. , 

Joseph _Wood Krutch modestly 
omits his name from his evaluation 
of literary critics. 

Percy Hillman in Turkey. 

Mike Porter, ‘Aircaster’ columnist 
on the N. Y. Journal, has been as- 
signed by ‘Cosmopolitan’ to do a 
story on Ed Wynn's ether popular- 
ity, whyfore, etc. 

Major film firms are bidding for 
‘Yearly Lease,’ Val Lewton’s new 
novel which reached the _ stands 
Thursday (27). It’s Lewton’s sec- 
ond book, published by Vanguard. 

Ann Hard, wife of William Hard, 
the Washington correspondent and 
political commentator for the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co., is now do- 
ing a news broadcast,.designed to 
reach women listeners, over the 
NBC chain one morning a week. 

E, M. Glucksman, former general 
theatre director for RKO, is writ- 
ing a book on chain and independ- 
ent theatre operation. 


Kansas City 


(Continued from page 39) 


land’s manager, is going in strong 
for the parent-teacher stuff. She is 
room mother and sets the teas. 

Sites of both the Garden and 
Globe now filling stations, and it 
was not so long ago that the latter 
theatre ran the first talking pictures 
7h ie. Se 

Al Butler of Chicago representa- 
tive of the Ringling circus, lost $500 
in Union State, while en route to 
the Coast. The roll was found by 
janitor who turned it in and was 
rewarded with $50. 

Ray Whittaker, manager of the 
Shubert, arrived from New York 
this week to prepare for the open- 
ing of the season. No opening at- 
traction in sight but expected that 
shows be sent here after election. 

A black and white ensemble, with 
lots of heavy gold braids, and set 
off with a striking black and white 
striped vest, is the swanky uniform 
just introduced by the ushers at 
Loew’s Midland. What the well 
dressed usherette should wear is be- 
ing shown by the good looking girls 
at the RKO Mainstreet, who are all 
dolled up in orange panamas with 
a cute little jacket to match. 
Hot-cha. 


novel, 
He 





Season’s First Carney 


San Diego, Cal., Oct. 31. 

First carnival hitting this section 
this season is the Fischer Brothers’ 
Greater Shows, opening a nine-day 
stand Nov. 5. 

Outfit is in under auspices of the 
Disabled American Veterans, which 
is staging an armistice celebration 
and carnival. 


READING FAIR IN RED 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 31. 

The annual Reading Fair went 
into the red about $3,060 this year, 
|after having apparently made a bal- | 
ance, or at least breaking even. 

The automobile races on the final 
day drew so small a crowd that the 
fair had a deficit after pavine I iz 
money 


——_—__ 


‘MAKESHIFT ‘FINE ARTS’ 
FOR FAIR AFTER RAPS 


Chicago, Oct. 31. 

Criticism of the Century of Prog- 
ress Exposition for failing to estab- 
lish a Fine Arts display has result- 
ed in a belated and makeshift ar- 
rangement whereby the Chicago 
Art Institute, half a mile from the 
Exposition grounds, is designated 
‘the Department of Fine Arts of the 
Century of Progress. 

This simply means a tie-in of the 
Art Institute as a detached and in- 





dependent ‘part’ of the World's 
Fair. To make it seem like some- 


thing was actually done, the Mu- 
seum will seek to borrow some ex- 
tra paintings from-~ private collec- 
tions. 

In the past Fine Arts has been the 
centre and pivot of all International 
Expositions, but the Chicago Fair 
of 1933 omitted it altogether in con- 
centrating on industrial advertising. 
Oversight drew some tart comment, 


CHI HISTORY IN PLAY 


Interested in 1933 


Expo 


Rufus Dawes 


Cheago, Oct. 31. 

‘When Chicago Was Young,’ a 
historical play which will be pre- 
sented Nov. 7 under Gold Coast so- 
cial patronage at the Goodman the- 
atre is a possibility for the World’s 
Fair in 1933. Rufus Dawes, head 
of the Exposition, has read the 
manuscript and will attend the pre- 
miere. 

Charles Pike, of the Chicago His- 
torial society, is pushing the ven- 
ture. Play was written by Herma 
Clark, of the Chicago ‘Tribune,’ and 
Alice Gerstenberg, local little the- 
atre authoress. 

Dawes has expressed himself as 
interested due to his desire to have 
just such a visualization of Chi- 
cago’s annals presented as part of 
the Century of Progress Exposi- 
tion. Amateurs are presenting the 
Goodman version but professionals 
will be engaged in the case of the 
Fair adopting the piece. 








C. W. Parker Dies, 68, 
Was Maker of Rides 


Kansas City, Oct. 31, 


C. W. Parker, 68, widely known 
out-door showman and manufac- 
turer of merry-go-rounds and car- 
nival attractions, died at his home 
in Leavenworth, Kansas, Oct. 28, 

Mr. Parker was the first president 
of the Heart of America Showman’s 
club, which has headquarters here, 

Although Mr. Parker retired from 
the carnival business several years 
ago, his factory in Leavenworth is 
still in operation. 

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. 
Louise Parker; two daughters, Mrs, 
Gertrude Allen and Mrs. Lucille 
Hemmingway, and a_ son Paul 
Parker. 

Funeral services and burial were 
held at Abilene, Kansas, where he 
started in the show business and 
began the manufacture of out-door 
amusement devices. 





FAIR DATE DISPUTE 


Cuby and Smith, acrobatic turn, 
has filed suit for $385 against Larry 


30yd and Phil Wirth, Inc., in the 
New York Municipal court. Action 
arises out of a claim for unpaid 


salary and breach of contract, 

Pair claim that they had been 
contracted for four weeks of fair 
dates and after the third week were 
cancelled, 





LETTERS 


When “Sending for Mail to 
VARIETY Address Maii Clerk, 
POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING or 
CIRCULAR LETTEKS WILL NOT 
BE ADVERTISED 
LETTERS ADVERTISED IN 
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to visit our new and mag- 
nificent offices on the third 
floor of the Brill Building, 
1619 Broadway. 


Y/ Our Catalog Has Grown SO LARGE... 
We Just HAD to MOVE... : 


For in recent years we have added to | 
it such outstanding ones as those of | 












Milatarson, Berlin & Snyder, Kalmar, Puck & Abrahams; Henry Waterson, 
Inc.; Gus Edwards; Fred Fisher, Inc.; Jerome & Schwartz; Gordon & Rich; 
Stark & Cowan; Harry Williams; Frank Clark; Jack Nelson; Dixon-Lane; 


h Daly, and others. 
sun ahs and now 


~ We've a Song Sensation, Old and New, for Every Need, 
| Mood or Situation . . . extending over a period of 





thirty years, and comprising works of the outstanding 


hit writers of the time. 
a 7 ES 


And Here’s Our NEW Array of the Country’s Most 
Talked About Songs, Headed by the Foreign Success 









Ww TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS 


Blentimental Gentleman [Jon’tTellaSoul  @abininthe Cotton 


From Georgia (We're in Love) 


| - 
Bells of Avalon he Sca Le : Bgou Wonderful Thing 


gawenty—One Years 


Orchestra Leaders! Radio Singers! 


Old Favorites in our “Hit Revival” Series are meeting with 
Unprecedented success and popularity in the new, ultra-! 

Re modern treatment by famous arrangers. 
Send for Catalog. 
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